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NIKOLAOS GONIS

A Hermopolite Account of Late Date”

Plate 15

P.Ryl. IV 714 was included among the ‘minor documents’ of the volume, published
with a transcription in continuous lines and a very short description: ‘Along the fibres.
Account in coin and money. Probably Hermopolite. On verso five lines of accounts,
faded.” The text has received some critical attention (BL VIII 298, IX 230, X 171); the
most important question, which has remained open, concerns the reading of the account’s
heading. Study of an image has not settled it but has shown that there is hardly any line
of the published text that does not require correction, sometimes major, more often
minor. A new edition is presented below.

The account lists persons and amounts of wheat and money. These would be payments,
since 8(1d) precedes the entries in lines 3—8 and 13. The entries not introduced by 3(14)
(1. 9—-12, 16-18) probably also record payments, and I have taken the names to be in
the genitive (cf. the genitive without 5(1d) in 1. 18); the first edition treated them as
datives, but a mix of payers and payees in an account would be unusual. Without the
information that would have been supplied by the heading, the purpose of the account
remains unclear, but the context seems to be private rather than public; perhaps it related
to an estate. The first entry (l. 3) refers to a hiereus, the headman of a small settlement,
usually an epoikion. Two payments in money concern rent (1. 11-12), and one in kind
is made by farmers for sowing (1. 7). Farmers are responsible for one other payment
(1. 13), in money, for which no reason is given. Three persons are identified by their
place of origin; one of them comes from Peentaleos, a village in the northern part of the
region of Hermopolis (1. 9). The final entry refers to people from Thallou, another
northern locality. Up to three other toponyms are new (11. 74, 8, ?13).

The hand, stylized though inelegant as a result of speed, belongs to a professional
clerk. It is essentially of the same type as the hands familiar from Hermopolite tax
accounts and receipts of the late sixth and early seventh centuries, commonly linked
with the demosion logisterion (cf. P.Sorb. II, p. 13). This does not contradict the idea
that the account originated in an estate or other private setting; numerous texts produced

This article was written in the course of the AHRC/DFG research project ‘Documentary
Snapshots from Seventh-Century Egypt’. The image is reproduced by permission of The John’s
Rylands Library, University of Manchester. I am grateful to Danae Bafa for checking the original
for me when my attention was first drawn to this papyrus (April 2017), and to Lajos Berkes, Jean
Gascou, and Elodie Mazy for comments.
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by the central bureau of the Apionic estate in Oxyrhynchus are prime examples of
scribal stylization.

P.Ryl. 714 10.5 (w) x 28 (h) cm Sixth/seventh century
Plate 15

The papyrus is complete except for the loss of a piece at top right, which affects the
heading. A sheet-join runs vertically at short distance from the right-hand edge. The
text is written along the fibres. On the back, written across the fibres, there are six short
lines of an account in artabas, not fully deciphered.

I Fxop( )m( )oey, [

2 ob(twg)

3 3(10) Tewpyio(v) iep(dax) oi(tov) (dptdPon) pn Sox(1kd)

4 3(100) Onyepp(dvoc) amd T[ Jod oi(tov) (dptdPon) v Sox(1kd)

5 8(10)) Avdp(éa) Ieprwy oi(tov) (dptdPor) n

6 8(10) Zipiov mpeot( ) oi(tov) (dptdPar) B

7 3(10) TV yewp(ydv) (bnep) omeppofo(riog) oi(tov) (dptdfar) vB

8 8(10t) Maxap(iov) and Tatapov vo(uiopate) y k(epdtio) n

9 ATOAM(@T0C) 470 ITievtd(ewmq) vo(lopa) o k(epdria) s
10 Mnva otoMdpxov) vo(piopata) 8 k(epdria) 1
11 Avov(iov) macTiA(Aad) (Urep) Evork(iov) k(epdtia) 0
12 Kolaroti(ov?) (Ungp) évoik(iov) k(epdrio) 8Y
13 3(10) TdV yeop(ydv) Axelpov kep(dmio) x d
14 (ytvovran?) oi(tov) (dptdfar) {oi(tov) (dptdBan)} pre\ (koi) k(epdtio) s
15 (ytvovran?) oi(tov) (dptdfar) my\
16 Amol(®TOC) vé(opa) o k(epdtia) §
17 Mnva otoM(dpyov) vo(ulopoze) 8 k(epdria) 1p
18 T®V 1o Oarl(ov) k(epdria) e

I xopsme 2 o= 3 }'S(x)p;/)l&‘p 1ep ex corr. 3-7,14-15 g~ 3-4 dox; L doywd 3-8,13 & 5 avdp

6 mpects 7 yewp, cneppoPfo vB:vexcorr. 7,11-12 v 8 poxap 8-10,16-17 v 8-12,14, 16-18 x
9,16 amoAl 9 mievta) 10,17 ctol 11 avovgpmacti) 11-12 evoue 12 wadomonr 13 yewp, kep 15—
16 - 18 Bodl

..., as follows:

Through Georgios, hiereus, 48 artabas of wheat by the receiver’s measure.
Through Phegemmon from ..., 50 artabas of wheat by the receiver’s measure.
Through Andreas Perish, 8 artabas of wheat.

Through Sirios, ..., 2 artabas of wheat.

Through the farmers for sowing, 52 artabas of wheat.

Through Makarios from Tatabou, 3 solidi 8 carats.

Apollos from Pientaleos, 1 solidus 6 carats.
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Menas, stolarch, 4 solidi 12 carats.
Anouphios, confectioner, for rent, 9 carats.
Kalapoti, for rent, 4% carats.

Through the farmers of Akelmou, 20% carats.
Total(?) 135Y% artabas of wheat and 6 carats.
Total(?) 83'% artabas of wheat.

Apollos, 1 solidus 6 carats.

Menas, stolarch, 4 solidi 12 carats.

Those from Thallou, 15% carats.

Textual departures from the first edition:

1 xop( ) m( ) &, [: kopm) M ) d(rep) Tywi(Ac) [ ed. pr.
2 not in ed. pr.
3 Teopyio(v): Tewpy(iov) BL VIII 298: Tswpy(0d) ed. pr.
3,4 dok(k®d): 6’ ed. pr.
4 Onyepp(6voc) md T Jod: OM(awiov) Hyepp(Gvog) dratdp(og) ed. pr.
5 Avdp(a) Heprwy: Avop Tepid( ) ed. pr.
6—7 presented as a single line (5) in ed. pr.
6 Zipiov mpeot( ): Zvpiov npeoP(vtépov) ed. pr.
7 omngppofo(riog) oi(tov) (dptdfar) vB (E. Mazy): oneppopor(iag) vo(uiopota) B ed. pr.
8 TataBov: Téko(v) ed. pr.
9, 16 AnolM(®105): AToAM®T1) ed. pr.
9 ThevtaMeng): Iy ) &igyn( ) ed. pr.
10, 17 Mnva otol(dpyov): Mnva otor( ) BL VIII 298, stoA(dpyw?) BL X 171: Mnyv Actol( ) ed. pr.
11 Avovo(iov): Avoidg(el) or Avovp(im) BL IX 230: Avode(t) ed. pr.
nacTM(Ad) (Ongp) évoik(fov) k(epdtiar) 0: TodA(ov) A ) x. . . .( ) ol(tov) (dptdfon) k6 ed. pr.
12 KoAomoti(ov?) (L. Berkes): Kehdnot ed. pr. 3\: Bed. pr.
13 xep(dnio) (F. Mitthof) k d: k(epdtia) k3 ed. pr.
14 (yiv.) oi(t.) (dpt.) {oi(t.) (dpt.)}: yi(v.) oi(z.) (Gpt.) ed. pr. (kad) k(epdTio) s om. ed. pr.
17 1B: BN ed. pr.
18 &nd: éni ed. pr.

1 xop( ) m( ) oev_ [. A puzzle. kopouc( ) votiv(ov), tentatively conjectured in
P.Sorb. IT1 69, p. 50 (cf. BL X 171), cannot be read, but it is still possible that the abbre-
viation is to be resolved as kop(okaroikmv). Then, mu is a known abbreviation for
m(ttdkiov), but I cannot tell how it would fit the context. At the end of the line,
SeviA[dewg is a possibility.

2 Teopyio(v) or Fewpy({)o(v): the stroke added after y was meant to be read as iota
or marked the abbreviation.

iep(émq). On this village official, see J. Gascou, P.Sorb. II, pp. 6670, and L. Berkes,
Dorfverwaltung und Dorfgemeinschaft in Agypten von Diokletian zu den Abbasiden,
Wiesbaden 2017, 122—125.

3 dok(ik®). Cf. 4. The same spelling occurs in a handful of other Hermopolite doc-
uments of this date. On the pétpov Soxucdv, ‘the receiver’s measure’, see R.-L. Chang,
P.Stras. IX, pp. 121-122.

4 ®nyepp(6voc). There is a short stroke after @, which led to ®A(aviov) in the first
edition, but it is not lambda. L. Berkes queries whether this stroke derives from a first
try at writing phi. The name goes back to Coptic nzuremwn, and parallels such personal
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names as I1600& or ITkdpug; on such names, see J. Diethart, Tyche 7 (1992) 226, and
ZPE 92 (1992) 240. But I cannot explain the double p.

T[ ]od. Probably nothing was lost in the break. The first letter might also be y. 3 is slightly
raised, as if to indicate an abbreviation, but there is no match with a known toponym.

5 Tlepwy. If this is a name, it is new.

6 Zipiov. On the name, see F. Morelli, CPR XXXVI 23.17 n.

npeot( ). There is an upright between p and &, which probably belongs to the descender
of p from the line above. I have considered np{o)ect(®10G), the superior of a monastery,
but this would assume an error. I should rule out that npesp(vtépov) is to be read.

7 3(10) @V yeop(ydv) (bnep) oneppoPo(riog). The farmers appear to be payees,
but we would expect the opposite; cf. e.g. P.Ant. III 190(b).36-38, payments in wheat
to three different yewpyol for omepuoBoria. P.Ant. 190 also appears to refer to payments
for seed, e.g. (2).13 §(1r) [Thdtog (vmep) onéppatog) oi(Tov) (Gptdfon) 1 (sim. 11. 19-20);
the editors mention orepp(oforiog) as an alternative (13 n.), which should be preferred.

8 Tatapov. Another new toponym.

9 IlievidA(emc) = TM Geo 4085, modern Bihdal. It belonged to the old toparchy of
Patemites Kato, later to the 12% pagus, and then to the Theodosiopolite nome.

10 Mnvd otoM(dpyov). The same person and sum also at 17: a duplicated entry? In
APF 61 (2015) 340, I argue that a otoldpyng was probably a ‘captain of a fleet’ (cf.
616)M0g). If this holds, this account would refer to a riverside village.

12 KoAomoti(ov?). Cf. P.Wash.Univ. I 17.8-9 (Oxy.; 514) énixinv Karla|ndtet,
after J. Gascou, Remarques textuelles et méthodologiques sur les surnoms et sobriquets
dans les papyrus tardifs (autour des P.Apoll.), in: L. Berkes (ed.), Christians and Muslims
in Early Islamic Egypt (ASP 56), Cincinnati 2022, 151-160, at 158 n. 40, who notes:
‘Cette forme est corrompue, mais est peut-&tre a rapprocher de kaAAinove, 4 moins qu’il
ne faille ’interpréter comme une déformation de xahomddiov, terme de cordonnerie,
Schusterleisten (LBG 4.744).” Kaidnovg (TM Nam 44145) and 61(o) Kakomodiag in
SB XVI 12576.13 (Oxy.; 308) may be related.

13 Axelpov was taken as a place name by M. Drew-Bear, Le nome Hermopolite,
Missoula 1979, 54 (hence TM Geo 8798); it could also be a personal name. It is not
known otherwise.

14-15 (yivovtan?). The sums recorded up to this point yield different figures when
added together, compared to the amounts stated in these two lines: 160 artabas and 10
solidi 11%Y carats, against 135% artabas and 6 carats (1. 14) and 83 artabas (1. 15). I
have considered whether the dash at the beginning of each of the two lines might be a
mere checkmark. It is not the usual way of indicating totals at this time, but examples
of such use in Byzantine Hermopolis are not lacking, e.g. SB XII 11076.13 and 21.

18 ®aii(ov) = TM Geo 4386. Another village in Patemites Kato; it was later part
of the 12" pagus.

Department of Greek and Latin Nikolaos Gonis
University College London

London WCIE 6BT

United Kingdom

n.gonis@ucl.ac.uk
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P.Ryl. 714

zu N. Gonis, S. 114
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