TYCHE

Beitrage zur Alten Geschichte
Papyrologie und Epigraphik

HOLZHAUSEN
— Der Verlag™ Band 37, 2022



INHALTSVERZEICHNIS

FrancescoB er t ani: A New Structural Reading of the Cyrenaic Suppliants
Chapter (SEG L 1638, col. B, I1. 110-141) ..ccovvvvvreriveeeeeeererenenenenesene e
Dan D ana— Madaina D ana— Volker Woll mann: Une lettre
latine privée sur support céramique d’ Ampelum (Dacie Supérieure) :
I’ officinator C. lulius Proclus et son cercle (Taf. 1-5) ...oocovevenencniecienns
AnnaD ol ganov: Rich vs. Poor in Roman Courts: A New Edition of
Three Judicial Records from Roman Egypt (M.Chr. 80 = P.Flor. | 61;
P.Mil.Vodl. | 25 col. I—coal. IV 17; P.Stras. | 5) (Taf. 6-12) .....ccceeveeeee
Susan Fo garty: Loan of Money from asignifer (Taf. 13) .....ccccceeeveenen.
Jurg] Franek: Early Byzantine Amuletic Pendant for Megale, Daughter
of Charitous (BNF Froehner.630) (Taf. 14) ..ccccoevvvvvereeieeeeeree e
NikolaosG oni s: A View of Arcadiain the Seventh Century ....................
Nikolaos G o ni s: A Hermopolite Account of Late Date (Taf. 15) .............
Herbert G r assl: Ein unbekannter rémischer Ritter auf einer bekannten
Inschrift in der Stelermark (Taf. 16) ......ccoecevevrieneirre e
AlanJohnston: AWarning from Olympia.........ccceeveveierenesiescsenennn
Nicolas L au bry: Le retour d'un sculpteur de renom: L’ épitgphe de Novius
BlesamusaRome (Taf. 17-20) ...coeeueerereieririeereriee e
AnastasaM aravela— W. Graham C | ay t or: Contributions to the
Prosopography of Theadelpheiain the Second Century CE ....................
ElodieM azy: A List of Taxpayers from Hermopolis (Taf. 21) .................
loannis Mylonopoulos A Pig for Poseidon. A Laconian Votive
Relief in the Athens Epigraphic Museum (EM 8926) (Taf. 22) ..............
Johannes P | at s c h e k: Frage und Antwort in Recht und Geschéftspraxis
der rémischen Kaiserzeit: Die Klausel ex interrogatione facta tabellarum
LS o == T 00 SO RURURR
Peter van M innen: Model synchoreseis (Taf. 23-24) ......cccocevvvnienene

Bemerkungen zu Papyri XXXV (<Korr. Tyche> 1095-1112) ........cccccvennene
Adnotationes epigraphicae X111 (<Adn. Tyche> 123) ........cccccvviveevveieenenne

Tafeln 1-24

13
35
93
97
109
113

117
121

125

137
143

163

175

203

209

217



NIKOLAOS GONIS

A View of Arcadia in the Seventh Century”

The focus of this note is a Berlin papyrus that derives from the early Fayum finds of
1877-1881 and was first published in the journal Wiener Studien in 1886.' In 1915, the
following text was printed as SB I 5337:

1 amd ‘Hpoaxkhéwg |
ard Kuvav [
amd Méngpewg {
amo Antolg [
arntd Neilov moOAewg )

o(pod) (Mrpou?) édoe
yi(vetar) T(0) n{d)v(?) dnd Apkadi(ug) .. [
/ &wd 100 Apawv(oi)r(ou) (Mtpon?) Pye .|

CO N O Lt D oW

The end of line 5 was rendered as (Spayuol) Ag in DDbDP, which led to an ambiv-
alent dating of the document to the fourth century.? An image of the papyrus has since
been published online, and shows that the text was written in a professional minuscule
hand of the mid seventh century, perhaps not long after the Arab conquest.® The papyrus
is broken after @, and a@[ is not a number in the thousands; such are the numbers in
lines 6 and 8, preceded by the dash marking the thousands, not present in 1. 5. Before
a@[, the sinusoid is not a drachma symbol but stands for (xo{). We should read émo
Neihov mdrewg (kai) Ag[poditn.

The combined reference to Nilopolis (+ixox, Dallas; TM Geo 2427) and Aphrodito-
polis (neTnez, Atfih; TM Geo 236) in SB I 5337 suggests that the two cities and their

This article was written in the course of the AHRC/DFG research project ‘Documentary
Snapshots from Seventh-Century Egypt’. I am grateful to Sophie Kovarik and Federico Morelli
for reacting to my ideas and for sharing unpublished papers.

! K. Magirus, Griechische Papyri im Agyptischen Museum in Berlin, WS 8 (1886) 107.
The version printed in Sammelbuch relies on a revision of the original by G. Plaumann.

2 K. A. Worp, 4 Note on the Use of Talents, Drachmas and Obols in Byzantine Egypt, ZPE
172 (2010) 170: “this text, purportedly featuring a [-shaped symbol for drachmas in . 5, is dated
in the edition as ‘Byz. Zeit’, but the occurrence of drachmas, if real, should prevent us from
dating the text later [than] ca. 360 C.E.".

3 The obvious comparison is to SB VI 9576 (643).
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hinterland were administered jointly in the seventh century. The Nilopolite district
remained independent throughout the fourth and for at least a good part of the fifth
century; it seems to have been taken over by the Heracleopolite by 538, but by the end
of the sixth century Nilopolis is distinct from Heracleopolis for fiscal purposes.* Nilo-
polis was the seat of a pagarchy in the later eighth century: we find moyapy(iog)
Neiho(v) méMemc) or Nethomo(itov) in SPP XX 264.10.° Nilopolis and Aphroditopolis
often occur together until the mediaeval period; for example, a Coptic list of bishoprics
gives Nilov (kai) Appndidt, followed by their Coptic and Arabic names.$

The cities in SB I 5337 were located in Arcadia. The list may be compared with a
snapshot of the province from two centuries earlier: P.Oxy. LI 3636.2, assigned to the
fifth century, records tax payments from the Cynopolite, Oxyrhynchite, Heracleopolite,
Nilopolite, Aphroditopolite, Memphite, Letopolite, Arsinoite, and Theodosiopolite
districts.” Oxyrhynchus and Theodosiopolis appear to be absent from SB I 5337, but
the former is there: [no "O)&[v]p[Vy]x[wv can be read in the traces at the top of the
papyrus, not reported in the edition. As for Theodosiopolis, its nome is last attested in
644 (BGU I 320.10-11), but the combined pagarchy of Arsinoe and Theodosiopolis
last occurs in 622 (CPR XIX 32.5-6). The Theodosiopolite district would have been
reintegrated into the Arsinoite by the middle of the seventh century.

The text is an account in pounds: (AMtpai?) may give way to certainty; the abbrevi-
ation is that usually transcribed as Ai(tpat). The commodity is missing; it would have
been stated in the heading now lost. Whatever this might be (there are various possibil-
ities, but I see little point in speculating), it would be a levy on fiscal districts for a
particular purpose. The context is probably that of requisitions, common after the Arab
conquest.®

At this point, it will be useful to present the text afresh, incorporating the corrections
indicated above and some other minor revisions.

4 See M. R. Falivene, The Herakleopolite Nome, Atlanta, GA 1998, 137f. An administrative
structure similar to other civitates is implied from P.Sijp. 23.11 (396), BonBoig Aoystnpiov
Nukovmohitov; cf. the Bov(revtng) Nethov nérewg in CPR VI 79.4, of the late fifth century.

5 This is a new reading, made on the basis of the online image. Wessely had read (bnép)
() .. .px() NethomoA( ); 1( ) is followed by other writing superscribed with y, which I do not
understand, and then by moyapy(iag). The papyrus was assigned to the seventh/eighth century but
is surely not earlier than the mid eighth. A. Grohmann, Studien zur historischen Geographie und
Verwaltung des friihmittelalterlichen Agypten, Wien 1959, 37b—38a, noted that Dallas is not
mentioned as a kiira in the papyri but P.Khalili I 2 =1I 1 now attests the kiira of Dalas in the late
second century AH, i.e. around 800 CE.

¢ See S. Timm, Das christlich-koptische Agypten in arabischer Zeit, 1, Wiesbaden 1983, 253.
(ko) is my interpretation of a sign that Timm, 256 n. 11, found ‘ungekldrt’. Timm, 256 n. 12,
wrote the same about ke in FTix0x ke neTnez, the Coptic names of the two cities, but this must
a phonetic version of kai, curiously used instead of the Coptic word for ‘and’.

7 Kvv(omoMrov) vo(u.) EBSy’, *O&up(vyyitov) vo(u.) oon, Hpaxi(somoritov) vo(u.) ova.
s, NiM(omoAitov) vo(u.) po @, A@(poditonoritov) vo(u.) of, Meuop(itov) vo(u.) AL o, Ant[(o-
moMtov)] vo(iL.) &f, Apati(voitov) vo(u.) pEy, @cod(ostomoritov) vo(u.) iy s”.

8 See most recently S. Schmidt, Between Byzantine and Muslim Egypt. Mobilizing Economic
Resources for an Embryonic Empire, JAC 35 (2020) 243-246.
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1 [4no OJE[v]pdylxlev

2 &md ‘Hpoxdéog |

3 4md Kovav [

4 &nd Mépgeng [

5  &nd Antodg [

6  &mo Nefhov mdrewg (kai) A@[poditng

7 o(pnod) Ai(tpan) Laps [

8  yi(veran) 1(0) m(Gv) dmd Apxad(ioc) Ali(zpar)] [
9 6(1od) amd T0d Apctv(ot)t(ov) AM(tpar) Pye [
From Oxyrhynchus ...

From Heracleopolis ...
From Cynopolis ...
From Memphis ...
From Letopolis ...
From Nilopolis and Aphroditopolis ...
Total 1,506 pounds.
This makes a grand total from Arcadia of ... pounds.
Total from the Arsinoite 2,705(+?) pounds ...

The following table juxtaposes the data relative to administrative geography from
this text and P.Oxy. L1 3636.2, preceded by the lists of the cities of Arcadia in Hierocles,
Synecdemus, and Georgius Cyprius, Descriptio orbis romani.’

Hierocles Georgius P.Oxy. L13636.2 SB 15337
Cynopolis Oxyrhynchus Cynopolite Oxyrhynchus
Oxyrhynchus Heracleopolis Oxyrhynchite Heracleopolis
Heracleopolis Cynopolis Heracleopolite Cynopolis
Arsinoe Nilopolis Nilopolite Memphis
Theodosiopolis Arsinoe Aphroditopolite Letopolis
Nilopolis Theodosiopolis Memphite Nilop. & Aphrod.
Aphroditopolis Aphroditopolis Letopolite

Memphis Memphis Arsinoite Arsinoite
Letopolis Letopolis Theodosiopolite

All the lists proceed from south to north, but in the two papyri the direction changes
once it reaches the north, ending with the Arsinoite. The position of Cynopolis varies
but it is always found with the cluster Oxyrhynchus—Heracleopolis. The sequences
Nilopolis—Aphroditopolis and Memphis—Letopolis are maintained but in reverse order.
Most remarkable is that in SB 1 5337 the Arsinoite is separate from the other districts,
following an entry that refers to a grand total from Arcadia and may be taken to imply
that all the others were part of it. This is an Arsinoite view of the rest of the province,

®  The table is informed by the tables and discussion in J. R. Rea, P.Oxy. LI, pp. 78-79.
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as if the Arsinoite were its centre or even stood apart. The origin of this text would have
been a government office in Arsinoe; the other side of the papyrus was reused for SB I
5338, a list of Arsinoite villages. Why would the local bureaucrats have this perception
of their region? The distinction is not new; ‘the seven nomes and the Arsinoite’ was a
standard expression in the administrative parlance of the earlier Roman period,'® and
the Heptanomia came to an end with the creation of the province of Arcadia. None-
theless, it would be difficult to ascribe this separation to administrative memory of
centuries long past.

All but one reference to the dux of Arcadia, an office created in the early seventh
century and combining civil and military authority,'! comes from Arsinoite docu-
ments.'? The capital of the province in the fifth and sixth centuries was a curious share
between Heracleopolis and Oxyrhynchus. This Arsinoite prominence in the record may
be a mere coincidence, if we consider that the amount of the Heracleopolite documentation
of this period is a small fraction of the Arsinoite, and that the torrent of papyri from
Oxyrhynchus becomes a trickle after the Persian interlude. Our evidence is not strong
enough for us to posit that Arsinoe became the main administrative centre of the prov-
ince of Arcadia at that time, but we should keep our eyes open for possible clues.

Department of Greek and Latin Nikolaos Gonis
University College London

London WCI1E 6BT, United Kingdom

n.gonis@ucl.ac.uk

10 See J. D. Thomas, The Roman Epistrategos, Opladen 1982, 19-26.

1" See J. G. Keenan, The Provincial Administration of Egyptian Arcadia, MPhL 2 (1977)
202; B. Palme, CPR XXIV 33 introd.

12 Collected and discussed in CPR XXIV, pp. 204-205; an exception is the Heracleopolite
SB VIII 9749 (642). CPR XXIV 33 (653) is of particular interest, as it shows that a dux doubled
as the Arsinoite pagarch, provided that his title is correctly restored: 1@ edklegotdtm dovki Thg
Apxddolv érapyiog kai maydpy(w) tadt (g The] | [Apowvoitdv néreng (1. 4-5).
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