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NIKOLAOS GONIS

Letters of Wessely to Bell”

H. I. Bell’s correspondence, kept in the British Library (Western Manuscripts),
includes five postcards and letters written by C. Wessely between 1907 and 1924. Apart
from their interest for the history of scholarship, one of them (2) offers the opportunity
to re-examine a number of texts published in SPP X.!

The first item in this collection offers extracts relating to pagarchs in the Heracle-
opolite documents of the 640s described in PERF, in reply to a query from Bell.> The
information was used in Bell’s discussion of these officials in The Aphrodito Papyri, his
first major article.> The second item, the only one written on epistolary paper, is a
response to a long list of queries on textual difficulties in SPP X. Wessely’s notes occupy
the central part of the letter; they formed the basis for the corrections to SPP X commu-
nicated by Bell to Preisigke and recorded in the first volume of Berichtigungsliste.
Some of these passages are discussed in the relevant footnotes below.

This letter was written shortly after the appearance of P.Lond. IV. Wessely expresses
his views on the documents of the early Arab period, which, he says, had been studied
and understood very little* and required command of the ‘oriental languages’ besides
Greek. It is an important period, he continues, ‘in view of the influence of the ancient
civilisation on the new world of Islam which currently still dominates Near East’: a
statement that makes the reader uncomfortable, even if it bears the marks of its time.

I am grateful to Chiara Scanga for help at the start of my engagement with these letters,
to Despina Borcea who checked the originals for me at the final stage, and to Federico Morelli
for comments.

I At the opposite end, among the papers of Wessely at the Austrian National Library in
Vienna there is a postcard (inv. 1504/2-2) dated ‘Nov. 16, 1908’ in which Bell writes: ‘Dear Sir,
I am greatly obliged to you for your kindness in sending me no. VIII of your Studien, which will
be of the greatest value to me. With kind regards and many thanks, H. I. Bell.” (My thanks to
Sophie Kovarik for bringing this to my attention.) Bell then published a sympathetic review of
SPP VIII: Wessely’s Palaeographical Studies, CQ 4.1 (Jan. 1910) 54-57.

2 Wessely did not live to see these texts in print, published posthumously, mostly by
Grohmann, who relied on Wessely’s transcriptions; see F. Morelli, Per o contro il nemico? Le
razioni di un carpentiere e la cronologia dell’invasione araba secondo P.Vindob. G 39718 =
PERF 550, Tyche 32 (2017) 119, nn. 2-3.

3 JHS 28.1 (Nov. 1908) 97-120. The extracts (without accents and with the abbreviations
unresolved) are reproduced on p. 101, preceded by an acknowledgment to Wessely.

4 Not much changed in the ensuing decades; cf. R. Rémondon, Ordre de paiement
d’époque arabe pour ['impédt de capitation, Aegyptus 32 (1952) 264: ‘Qu’ on nous pardonne
seulement de nous étre aventurés dans les confins de la papyrologie et des études arabes, dans ce
«no man’s land » un peu déshérité.’
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Wessely then goes on to vent his frustration with the poor state of preservation of the
papyri he published, a sentiment to which he returns at the end of the letter, concluding
that study of Bell’s ‘grand volume will be the best remedy for the lacunas of our
fragments’. One could find sympathy for this; a comparison between the papyri in SPP
X and P.Lond. IV in terms of their physical aspects is one of rags to riches, though there
is much fragmentary material also in the London volume. It was too early for Wessely
to understand the importance of SPP X beyond what he had put in the title, Griechische
Texte zur Topographie Agyptens; for the fiscal documentation from Middle Egypt in this
period, it is the counterpart to P.Lond. I'V.

The remaining three items acknowledge receipt of offprints (3—4) and P.Lond. VI
(5), with notes on the odd point of interest and on recent or forthcoming publications.

Note on the transcriptions. 1 have retained the idiosyncrasies in Wessely’s English
and French but have tacitly corrected some orthographic slips. Line changes in headings
and addresses are indicated by |, page transitions by ||. The original line division has
been kept only in 1.

1. BL Add. MS 59532, f. 53

[postmarked 21.X.07]

Dear Sir, I am glad to you give the following
information:
N° 5535 £5(6)0(n) 5,(10) T0D Boppevod okéA ‘HpaxAiéoug

8(16)) Ammo Kdpo® peyahomp@omdoon) poygprv) oo
N° 557° Xpio[to9]dpm kai Ocodmpakio nowozf;g(—xmq)

‘Hpaxiéoug
N° 5567 10 n(x;/(-(ipxq)) thg ‘Hpaxiéovg
N° 5598 Hutv Xpiotopdpw § (1. xoi) Ocodwpakio nayasg(-xmq)

Hparxhi( ).
NN. 550° 551'° 554! do not have the indication of the pagarchy.
I am, Dear Sir, Yours truly
C. Wessely.

Postcard. On the other side:
Absender: D" C. Wessely / Vienna, Austria / Hofbibliothek, Josefsplatz.
An: Mr. Idris Bell | Department of Manuscripts | In: British Museum | London W.C.

PERF 553 = SB VIII 9749. Variants: £56(6)0(noav), adt(od).

PERF 557 =SB VIII 9577.

PERF 556 = SB XX 14443.

PERF 559 = SB VIII 9751.

PERF 550, published by Morelli (n. 2) 119-129.
10 PERF 551, published by A. Grohmann, The Value of Arabic Papyri for the Study of the

History of Mediaeval Egypt, Proceedings of the Royal Society of Historical Studies 1 (1951) 52f.
1" PERF 554 = SB VIII 9750.

© ® 9 o W
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2. BL Add. MS 59532, ff. 54-56

Vienne, Autriche
23 février 1911

Cher monsieur et collégue,

je vous dois depuis longtemps — depuis le décembre 1910 — une réponse détaillée
a votre lettre, que je puis maintenant expédier aprés avoir regu le IV® volume de
I’édition officielle des papyrus du British Museum dont vous étes auteur.

En premieére ligne je vous félicite de votre heureux travail et du succes avec lequel
vous avez publié une série de documents qui sont du plus grand intérét pour une époque
peu étudiée encore et aussi peu accessible pour les savants ; car il n’est pas suffisant
d’étre helléniste seulement, il en faut aussi des connaissances dans les langues orientales.
Et pourtant 1’étude de cette époque-la est trés important au point de vue de I’influence
de I’ancienne civilisation sur le monde nouveau de 1’Islam qui domine actuellement
encore I’Orient prochain.

La série de vos documents est unique ; nous en possédons a Vienne, il est vrai, aussi
un nombre, cependant la grandeur de vos documents contraste avec la petitesse de nos
déplorables débris qui sont dans un mauvais état de conservation. En conséquent
beaucoup d’ex||pressions techniques auront leur éclaircissement par vos documents.
Vous avez aussi trés heureusement essayé a corriger les fragments dont j’ai fait la
publication dans le X. volume des mes ,, Studien zur Palacographie und Papyrus-
kunde “. Aprés avoir regu votre volume j’ai aussitot commencé a relire ces papyrus a
’abri de vos indications.

2,2 .epke: 1. X0spnc? Ecriture effacée.'?

225 hopap® [drawing] \ou y effacé'3

29 ; I[a]op oy’ '

31 4 movap™ ; non Iovep™ car I’Epsilon a la forme [drawing]'®

43 ¢ bien corrigé'®

12 yop(iov) epke ed. pr: xo(plov) T0éeng BL I 418 (‘Bell, briefl. Wessely, zustimmend”).

Bell’s query would have been based on Wessely’s Nachzeichnung, printed next to the text in SPP X.
The online image indicates that the original p is preferable to ¢; as F. Morelli points out to me,
the most probable reading is @épnc, a toponym apparently not known otherwise.

13" This has since been read as Xopd p(e)y(dAnc); see F. Mitthof, Neue Texte zur Topo-
graphie des Herakleopolites, AnPap 10-11 (1998-1999) 97 (= BL XI 263).

4TI pmoy’ ed. pr.: Toap mowun( ) BL T 418 (“Bell, briefl. Wessely, zustimmend”). The
papyrus was republished as CPR VIII 85, and [Tovapmoi(venc) was read at this point.

15 Here too the basis was Wessely’s Nachzeichnung; the reading can be confirmed on the
online image. Hovapr(ipivewg) is now read after BL VIII 453, but the spelling TTovoy-
n(oivenq) is to be preferred.

16 e\[ ]ed. pr.: é\[aiov] BL 1418 (‘Bell, briefl. Wessely, zustimmend”).
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44 1, [drawing]"
4511 [drawing]'®

47 s le Y2 commence avec une forte ligne \ as a %2
cependant us n’en a pas'’

54, L’abréviation de V est beaucoup variée p. ex. 2
[drawings]

58 1 [drawing] 8/ est possible?!

63 o_11 opodepa Dalpha a la fin du mot est certain®?
[drawing] I

651 avvuo[0 etc. lacune jusqu’a JoAlwv 3
66> wik[pov possible?*

7415  vi(ov) Mound bien corrigé?’

17 (kepdtiov) a (koi) ed. pr.: (xepdtiov) o § (= 1 %) BL I 418 (‘Bell, briefl. Wessely,
zustimmend”).

18 The sequence is awkward: 4r]d émowk({ov) Meyd[hov] tod IMexvoiov tén(wv?). Wessely
drew what he had transcribed as Meyd[Aov]; his y rather looks like A, but no suggestion by Bell
appears in BL L. On the basis of the online image, I have considered reading MéLav[o]g, a locality
apparently attested in P.Bad. IV 95.131, but F. Morelli tells me that V[ is difficult.

19 'What Wessely transcribed was the symbol for %; Bell’s suggestion in BL 1 418 is B, but
this time there is no indication that Wessely agreed. Both the drawing and the online image make
it clear that Bell was right.

20 Wessely had reproduced the various graphic renderings of vépioua but without expand-
ing them. BL 1 418 records Bell’s reading of v throughout, but again with no indication of
Wessely’s agreement.

21 gyl ed. pr.: (1) BL I 418 (wrongly for 1. 5), crediting Bell, and adding: ‘Wessely hilt
diese Lesung als moglich’.

22 Bell had mentioned this text in P. Lond. IV, p. vii, in connection with P.Lond. 1448.37.

23 This is not entirely correct. Wessely’s text runs tod dvus[0(évtoc) = Jémo[ . . ..
_.] 8Ahov kovovik(@v); the lacunas are due to abrasion, but there are scattered traces. On the
basis of SPP X 120 and MPER XV 93, we may read tod avuc[0(évtoc)] ypuoiov amd
dnuloc]ifwv] (kai) EAlov kth. (readings kindly confirmed on the original by F. Morelli; note
also that ypvciov is pencilled on the copy of SPP X in the library of the Papyrussammlung of the
Osterreichische Nationalbibliothek [shelfmark 447979-D Pp.]).

24 There is no entry in BL 1. J. Diethart, <Korr. Tyche 155>, Tyche 10 (1995) 238, proposed
to read < ’Apio. fiir Appiav(od/)fig’ instead of [ of the first edition (= BL X 267), but this
is impossible.

25 “Das Wort vor Maund lautet: vi(od) Bell, briefl. Wessely, zustimmend’ (BL 1 418).
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82| & est certainement ’abréviation du mot E£otne, mais parce que le Eéotng fut
appelé aussi généralement pétpov, le & pouvait étre prononcé pérpov.?® P. ex. & est

84 1, dwotor( ) yAu( ) etc. Je remercie pour 1’explication des abréviations qui
suivent. '

ete.
215.5 o1 possible [drawing
verso 7 akept et méme acept sont possibles?’

]28

226 5 xop* peut étre FOP OU YOPO Ou yOpL

229 4 moMewg) en opposition de ympiov 3!

234 | amavakiog ;2 j’ai mal copié irrité par les peines de I’autographie ; aussi 260

| yoviyx 33

236 1 Oyov est le nome du village** ||

Je vous remercie encore une fois que vous avez bien voulu faire connaitre la vraie
lecon a plusieurs endroits. Les papyrus de Vienne souffrent a cause du mauvais état de
conservation et aussi par la petitesse des fragments il y en a beaucoup qui consistent

26 T proposed to read &(£otng) in <Korr. Tyche 515>, Tyche 19 (2004) 257, without being
aware of the logic behind Wessely’s choice, which however is not defensible, and has a longer
pedigree. It is worth quoting from Wilcken’s review of SPP VIII in APF 5 (1913) 291: ‘Beziiglich
des pétpov S. 229 habe ich nach wie vor Bedenken. Wessely hatte frither in Wien. Denk. 37,
[182] ff. das Zeichen % immer mit pétpov erklirt. Nachdem ich in Ostraka I 763 gezeigt habe,
daB dies vielmehr eine Abbreviatur von &(§0tng) ist, hat auch Wessely jetzt beim Neudruck
derselben Texte (Nr. 898 ff.) stillschweigend &(£0tnc) eingesetzt. Aber in 978 hilt er an pétpa
fest, wiewohl es sich auch hier um Ol handelt. Unklar bleibt mir noch 837. DaB das Zeichen hier
pétpa bedeute, dafB es liberhaupt ein Spezialmafl uétpov mit fest normiertem Umfang gab, miifite
erst durch weitere Texte belegt werden.” SPP VIII 837 and 978 were then discussed in P.Oxy.
XVI 1922.1 n., with A(itpag) and &({ot0g) respectively proposed. On SPP VIII 978 see also
F. Morelli, Olio e retribuzioni nell Egitto tardo (V — VIII d. C.), Firenze 1996, 79 n. 58.

27 See BL 1418 and X1 263.

B owe( ) ed. pr.: oBe(viov) BL 1419 (‘Bell, briefl.”).

29 There is no entry in BL. The word was read as pacept in the new edition of this papyrus
by F. Morelli, Requisizioni e prezzi in SPP X 215 (Un papiro ‘ossirinchita’ dell 'VIII secolo),
ZPE 138 (2002) 149-153 = SB XXVIII 17161.19.

30 yopuc(6)(?) BL 1419 (‘Bell, briefl.”).

31 oM ) ed. pr.: mére(wg) BL 1419 (‘Bell, briefl. Wessely, zustimmend”).

32 Anavakio[ ] ed. pr.: dma Ndxw[c] BL 1419 (‘Bell, briefl. Wessely, zustimmend’). The
text has been republished as P.Paramone 17.

3 The reading was corrected much later: F. Morelli, Gonachia e kaunakai nei papiri, con
due documenti inediti (P. Vindob. G 1620 e P. Vindob. G 18884) e uno riedito (P. Brook. 25),
JIP 32 (2002) 59, 65f. (= BL XII 274).

3 No entry in BL.
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seulement en quelques lettres. L’étude de votre grand volume sera la meilleure
médicine des lacunes de nos fragments.

Agréez ma félicitation et I’expression de ma plus haute considération et de mes
sentiments des plus distingués.

C. Wessely

Je viens de parler Mr Crum qui est actuellement a Vienne depuis q(uel)q(u)e
temps.>

Si vous avez besoin de g(uel)q(ues-)un(s) de mes livres ou publications je suis a
votre disposition; demandez-en s(’il) v(ous) p(lait).

Envelope (f. 56) addressed:
Mr. H. L. Bell | assistant Keeper of the | British Museum | London W.C. | England

3. BL Add. MS 59532, f. 57

Vienne 4/2 Karolinengale 3

16 Mai 1913

Monsieur, je vous remercie beaucoup de votre trés aimable envoi de votre article

des Syene-Papyri,*® qui seront, sans doute, d’une grande importance pour 1’étude des

papyrus et de I’époque byzantine. Vous trouverez le démotique [4y]*7 (copt. 2a€1T)

aussi dans le papyrus de Vienne N° 26, correspondant au grec npoctde comme je I’ai

publié il y a 33 ans dans les ,, Wiener Studien fiir classische Philologie “ III 1881 p. 1.3
Agréez ’expression de ma plus haute considération et de mes sentiments distingués.

Charles Wessely

Postcard. On the other side:
Mt H. I. Bell, Keeper | London | British Museum | England

35 Crum had left Britain for Austria a few months earlier (for the background, see the article

by R. S. Simpson in Oxford Dictionary of National Biography, at http://www.oxforddnb.com/
view/article/3265), and remained in Vienna until November 1914, when he had to leave in the
wake of the outbreak of WWI; see the obituary notice by B. Gunn and H. 1. Bell, Walter Ewing
Crum, 1865-1944, PBA 34 (1948) 286. An edition of Wessely’s letters to Crum, kept at the
British Library, Add. MS 45690, ff. 8—17, is in preparation.

36 H. 1. Bell, Syene Papyri in the British Museum, Klio 13 (1913) 160-174.

37 Wessely used demotic characters, which I have transliterated. The word under discussion
is Txpnpe, which Bell (n. 37) 171f., had taken as equivalent to 477, not hyt. Bell retained Arr in
P.Lond. V 1722.20 n.

38 The text was republished as UPZ II 168. Wessely refers to 1. 3 npoctddoc.
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4. BL Add. MS 59532, f. 58

Wien 9. Mai 1914
Hochgeehrter Herr,
ich danke ergebenst fiir Ihre Bibliographie im ,,Journal of egyptian archaeology* I,
2 April 1914;% sie ist sehr wertvoll, um so mehr, als die Bibliographie im ,,Annual
Report™ des ,,Egypt Exploration Fund® noch nicht erschienen ist; wenigstens in Wien
ist sie wohl nicht eingelangt. Der erste Teil der sehr guten Studie von F. Oertel (Die
Liturgie) ist als Dissertation erschienen.*’ Ich habe 2 neue Binde der ,,Studien z. Palaeo-
graphie u. P(a)p(yrus)kunde® im Druck,*! einer enthilt wieder griechische und
koptische theologische Texte der zweite lateinische Photographien und die photo-
graphischen Reproduktionen des Zois- und des Artemisia-Papyrus;*? der Druck und die
Publikation kostet viel Geld, das ich aus meiner Tasche bezahle.
Mit ergebensten Empfehlungen griisst
Thr
Dt Carl Wessely

Postcard. On the other side:
Wessely Vienna Austria | 4/2 Karolinengasse 3
Mt H. Idris Bell | London | British Museum | England

5. BL Add MS 59532, f. 59

[27.V1.1924]

Monsieur le conservateur,

nous sommes arrivé, dans la papyrologie, a la BEAAOY APICTEIA. Voila,
vraiement, une série d’excellentes publications dues a votre plume, qui vont paraitre.*3
Depuis longtemps nous n’avions pas le plaisir de lire un texte contemporain de
I’empereur Claude d’une importance aussi capitale que c’est le votre. Aussi les papyrus
du IVe® siécle sont des plus intéressants. M" Crum qui a passé Vienne il y a q(uel)q(u)es
semaines m’avait annoncé votre publication. Je vous remercie infiniment de toute votre
bienveillance et je vous prie d’agréer I’assurance de ma plus haute considération et de
mes sentiments dévoués.

C. Wessely.

3 H. 1. Bell, Bibliography of 1912—13: Graeco-Roman Egypt, JEA 1 (1914) 129-139.

4 Die Liturgie. Studien zur ptolemdischen Verwaltung Agyptens. Inaugural-Dissertation
zur Erlangung der Doktorwiirde der Hohen Philosophischen Fakultit der Universitdt Leipzig
vorgelegt von Friedrich Oertel aus Leipzig (Leipzig 1912). The fuller version appeared five years
later: Die Liturgie. Studien zur ptolemdischen und kaiserlichen Verwaltung Agyptens, Leipzig
1917.

41 QPP X1V, Die dltesten lateinischen und griechischen Papyri Wiens, and SPP XV,
Griechische und koptische Texte theologischen Inhalts IV, both published in 1914.

4 UPZ1114 and 1 respectively.

4 The odd ‘vont paraitre’ must be a mistake for ‘viennent de paraitre’; this letter has every
appearance of being a note of thanks for receiving H. 1. Bell, W. E. Crum, Jews and Christians
in Egypt. The Jewish Troubles in Alexandria and the Athanasian Controversy, London 1924,
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Postcard. On the other side:

Absender: C. Wessely Vienna Austria | 4/2 Karolinengasse 3 27. Juni 1924
Mt H. Idris Bell OBE MA. | ass. Keeper in the department of manuscripts |
in: British Museum | London | England

Department of Greek and Latin Nikolaos Gonis
University College London

London WCIE 6BT, United Kingdom

n.gonis@ucl.ac.uk
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