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W. GRAHAM CLAYTOR
Rent Receipts for Temple Land in Theadelphia

Plate 3

The rent receipts published here pertain to temple-owned land around the Fayum village
of Theadelphia and date to the sole reign of Marcus Aurelius.! The issuing authority is
identified as the “superintendent of the property belonging to the gods” (dmpeintng
1@V 101¢ Og0lc TpOooNKOVTWY), a title that can likely be connected to the great Sobek
temple in Arsinoe, whose management was by now in the hands of the metropolite elite.
In two receipts, the superintendent is a former agoranomos named Sarapion, while an
Alexandros occupies this position in another. All receipts were written in the skilled
hand of their assistant (Bon0dc) Chairemon and were issued to the same tenant, Isidoros,
son of Aphrodisios.

1 comes from a tomos synkollesimos, with parts of four sheets remaining pasted
together. The fomos was purchased by Orlando Qualley in 1924 from the well-known
dealer Maurice Nahman and later donated to Luther College.? 2 is a fragment of a single
sheet from the University of Michigan collection, acquired as part of a large lot from
the same dealer in 1925. Although the texts are now separated, their similar acquisition
histories and the coherence of their contents make it possible that they were once part
of the same roll. In any case, the conjoined sheets of 1 offer a rare example of a private
tomos synkollesimos.’

1. Rent Receipts

P.Luther 3 9.5%19.5cm 169-177 CE
Theadelphia Acquired in 1924 Plate 3

Parts of four sheets (A—D) of this fomos synkollesimos have been preserved. Sheet A is badly
damaged at the left and bottom, with a remaining width of 4.5 cm. Sheets B and C retain their
original widths of 7.5 cm and 5.5 cm respectively (both with top margins of 2 cm). Only a small
part of sheet D remains attached; it has been unexpectedly turned 90 degrees and attached 6 cm

' The documents are published courtesy of the Luther College Archives (1) and the

University of Michigan Papyrology Collection (2).

2 For details, see W. G. Claytor, A Decian Libellus at Luther College (Iowa), Tyche 30
(2015) 13-18.

3 See W. Clarysse, Tomoi Synkollésimoi, in: M. Brosius (ed.), Ancient Archives and
Archival Traditions, Oxford 2003, 344-359, especially pages 355 and 357.
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below the top of the previous sheet. All sheets are written along the fibers, including the rotated
sheet D, and their backs are blank. Digital images of the papyrus can be found here:
http://www.luther.edu/archives/research/digital-collections/papyrus/images/ (accessed June 19,2018).

The fragmentary sheet A contains only line ends and is cut off at the left, top, and bottom.
The individual sheets of tomoi synkollesimoi were generally aligned at the bottom, rather than
the top,* so it is uncertain how much is lost at the top, where there are traces of one line written
above the level of sheets B and C. Line 2 contains a total of wheat, which is followed by a dating
formula in lines 3—4. One might interpret this as the end of a receipt, but the following line
mentions a four-choenix measure. After an apparent blank space under this block of text, the
sheet preserves the very ends of a few lines that appear to be written in the same hand as sheets
B and C. Jmng in line 6 might therefore point to émpekn]tng, found at line end in sheet B, perhaps
indicating that a receipt was written at the bottom of sheet A.

Sheets B and C are better preserved and mirror each other closely,’ although the latter is
narrower and its writing correspondingly hastier and more abbreviated. Both contain receipts
issued in the name of Sarapion, former agoranomos, in his capacity as &mpeAng @V toig 0g0ig
npoonkdviov, “superintendent of the revenues due to the gods.” This title finds an expanded
parallel in the rent receipt P.Stras. V 464 (ca. 227-230) from the archive of the village elders of
Polydeukeia (TM Arch 253), which begins (1. 1-8): A[0]pritiog Atdokopog [&ny(ntevong)]
BovAevtng émipeAntng vrapydvIov Kal] TpoonkéVImV Toig TaTpdols NUAY Beols Tovyov 0eod
peydiov peydiov kol T@v cvvvdov Oedv, “Aurelius Dioskoros, former exegetes, councilor,
superintendent of the properties and revenues of our paternal gods, Sobek, twice-greatest god,
and the gods who share his temple.” The Luther College receipts likely refer to this same position,
although their abbreviated formula does not make it explicit. If so, the former agoranomos
Sarapion was the administrator of the property under the control of the ancient temple of Sobek
in the metropolis Arsinoe, the largest and most important native temple in the nome.® Notably,
the present receipts would show that the administration of the temple was already in metropolite
hands during the reign of Marcus Aurelius.”

Sheet D is turned 90 degrees relative to the other sheets. Two worm holes that pierce both
layers of the kollesis make it clear that this was its original orientation and is not an accident or
a modern imposition. The right edge of the sheet (relative to the writing) aligns with line 6 of
sheet C, about six cm below the top edge of sheets B and C. Only a few letters are preserved, but
it too may have been a receipt, judging by the line end émpein]mc (?) t@v. It is uncertain whether
this sheet was also written in the same hand as A (2" hand), B, and C.

4 Clarysse, Tomoi (n. 3) 354.

> For the form of these receipts, see H.-A. Rupprecht, Studien zur Quittung im Recht der
grdco-dgyptischen Papyri, Munich 1971, 27-38.

% For an archaeological overview, see P. Davoli, L archeologia urbana nel Fayyum di eta
ellenistica e romana, Naples 1998, 149-159, especially 151-152. Cf. P. Davoli, N. M. Ahmed,
On Some Monuments from Kiman Fares (Medinet el-Fayyum), Studi di Egittologia e Papirologia 3
(2006) 81-109.

7 On the encroachment of the metropolite elite on the administration of native temples, see
R. Alston, The City in Roman and Byzantine Egypt, London 2002, 201-202.
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Sheet A
] traces
mopod] dpTdBos £, (yiv.) (mopod) (GprdPar) s
Avtov]etvov
4 ] ader
HETP® ... TleTpoyorvi(w)

vac.

27 Hd. (?) émpein]mc

... six artabas [of wheat], which comes to 6 art. of wheat ... Antoninus ... Phaophi 20
... by the four-choinix [... measure] ... (2" hand) superintendent (?) ... ”

3 Avtov]etvov. If the short-form titulature was used, one could restore: [¥tovg X Adpniiov
Avtov]eivov | [Kaioapog tod kupiov,] Dadet k. Cf. B.9-10 below.

Sheet B
Sapaniov dyopavopniocag énfiuel[nting
1@V 101g Be0ls TpOooNKOVTOVY S0
Xapripovog Bonfod To1ddpe

4 ’Agplo]disiov yaipewv. pepérpnuon
nopd 6od G’ o dpeiterg Ekpopio[v]
00 YePYic TdV Bedv KAp[ov TE]pl
KOunv Ocadéhplav . [ ca. 6-7 ]

8 [ oJvmupod dptdPogv[ vac.? |
(¥roug) [x] Adpnhiov Avrwv[ivov Kaicopoc]
[toD kvpi]ov [month, day.]

6 L yewpyels 7 I Oeadérpeiay

“Sarapion, former agoranomos, superintendent of the revenues due to the gods,
through Chairemon, his assistant, to Isidoros, son of Aphrodisios, greetings. I have had
measured out by you from the rent that you owe for the plot of the gods that you farm
around the village of Theadelphia ... 50(+) artabas of wheat. Year [x] of Aurelius
Antoninus [Caesar, the] lord [month, day].”

1 Zapomiov dyopavouficag. A former Arsinoite agoranomos named Sarapion is found in
P.Ryl. 11 175 (Theadelphia, 168), but the name is too common to proffer an identification. The
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office of agoranomos was one of the four main magistracies held by members of the metropolite
elite in Roman Egypt (see Alston, The City [n. 7] 187-196). While the agoranomos’ notarial
functions are most visible in the papyri (as early as 270 BCE: see now P.Sorb. 3.70), the official
also appears to have had general supervisory duties over the market (Alston, 74e City [n. 7] 190-191).
For the Roman-period agoranomos, see M. Raschke, The Office of Agoranomos in Ptolemaic
and Roman Egypt, in: Pap.Congr. X111, 349-356; H. J. Wolff, Das Recht der griechischen Papyri
Agyptens in der Zeit der Ptolemder und des Prinzipats, 11, Munich 1978, 15-18; and the
documents edited in A. Benaissa, Sixteen Letters to Agoranomi from Late First Century Oxyrhynchus,
ZPE 170 (2009) 157-185. The office is in need of a fresh study that places it in the context of the
transition between Ptolemaic and Roman rule and institutional developments in the wider Greco-
Roman world (on which, see the papers in L. Capdetrey, C. Hasenohr [edd.], Agoranomes et
édiles. Institutions des marchés antiques, Bordeaux 2012).

1-2 &n[per[ntg | T@v ol Oeols Tpoonkdvrwv. For this title, cf. the expanded version in
P.Stras. V 464.2-8 (Polydeukeia, ca. 227-230), quoted above. P.Stras. V 463 ter was issued by
the same official as 464, differently styled: Avpritiog Adokopog éEny(ntedoac) Bov(gvtic) Thg
Apoi(vortdv) nérens “émpeinTng iepod”. A similar circumscription is found in the title carried
by the overseer in the famous accounts of the temple of Capitoline Jupiter in Arsinoe: Adpritiog
Sephivog 0 kal “lotdmpog koountedoag Bovdevthis, aipebelc vmd THS Kpatiomg PovAfig eig
gmpéleav TOV TpoonkévIov 1@ mop’ Nuiv 0ed Ad Komtoilow (BGU 11 362, passim, 215-216
CE). After the establishment of boulai in the Egyptian metropoleis in ca. 200/201, these temple
administrators were chosen by the city council, as BGU II 362 makes explicit; in the time of our
texts, the strategos would likely have been responsible for this decision.

3-4 "lowdwpw | Aeplo]diciov. The tenant Isidoros does not appear to be attested in other
documents apart from this dossier.

6 0 yewpyic t@v 0sdv K\ip[ov. This formulation makes clear that the temple owns the plot
in question. Cf. P.Stras. V 463 ter.8-10, perpnudrov dviov tpog tov tdv 0edv Adyov, which
only reveals the assignment of revenue to the temple (without excluding the temple’s ownership
of the land).

yewpyis is written with such rapidity that it is difficult to determine whether -£ig was actually
intended; cf., however, the relatively clear -ig in 2.6.

6-8 melpl | kdunv Ocadédpav m [ ca. 67 1| [ oJv mopod dptdfag v[. The amount of
rent often follows directly after the name of the village, but here a short phrase is inserted. The
small trace just before the lacuna looks to be the bottom of a lambda’s first stroke (cf.
én[1uer[nt]vg, 1. 1), which would lead one to consider either émi A[dyov (“on account,” “as an
installment™) or perhaps vmol[oyficavtog], meaning a deduction was made. While &rl Adyov
appears in this position in rent receipts (e.g. BGU XV 2552.6; SB XII 10920.5; P.Leid.Inst. 37.6-7;
SB VI 8999.13-14), this phrase would not completely fill the space. If, on the other hand,
vror[oydoavtog] could fit at the end of 1. 7, the phrase could perhaps be completed by ¢[o] in
the next line, meaning that the tenant had made a deduction of some sort from the rent. While a
reference to deductions is found in this position (P.Soter. 19.6—7), there does not appear to be a
precise parallel.

9-10 The titulature beginning Avpniiov Aviwv[ivov belongs almost certainly to Marcus
Aurelius’ period of sole rule between 169 and 177: see P. Bureth, Les titulatures impériales dans
les papyrus, les ostraca et les inscriptions d’Egypte (30 a.C. — 284 p.C.), Brussels 1964, 77-87
(cf., however, P.Harr. 1 146.8, dated to Commodus’ reign). His joint rule with Verus can likely
be ruled out, since one would have expected AvpnAiov at the beginning (the formula Adpniiov
Aviovivov kai Avpniiov Odnpov T@v kupiov ZeBactdv is rare and limited to the Theban region:
Bureth, Les titulatures, 78). Likewise, Bureth (Les titulatures, 85-87) lists no suitable formula
for the joint rule with Commodus.
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Sheet C
Sapomiov dyopavou(icog)
gmpeAnTg T@V
101G 201 TpoonKOVI®MV

4 3w Xaprip(ovog) Bonb(od)
Toddpe Agp[o]diciov
xloilpgw. pepérpnpon
napa 60D Vrep ékpopiov

8 ol yewpyis [td]v fedy
KMipoy [rept] kop((nv)

1 ayopavo pap. 4 xoupn pap. 5 Bond pap. 8 L yewpysic 9 xo pap.

“Sarapion, former agoranomos, superintendent of the revenues due to the gods,
through Chairemon, his assistant, to Isidoros, son of Aphrodisios, greetings. I have had
measured out by you for the rent of the plot of the gods that you farm [around] the
village ...”

7 Omép dkpopiov. Sheet B.5 has dgp’ ob dgeirerc ékpopio[v] in this position.

Sheet D (turned 90°)
1 I (?) émpern]mg tdv
[ 1.
2. Rent Receipt
P.Mich. inv. 3490b 7.5%x5.5cm ca. 169-177 CE
Theadelphia Acquired in 1925 Plate 3

The sheet is broken at the right and bottom, and the back is black. It is written with the fibers in
the same hand as sheets B and C of 1.

ANEEAVSPOG O ke[l ca. 10-14 ]
gmpeAnTg TV [tolg 020l mpoc-]
nkévrov d1a Xap[fuovog Bondod]
[Towopo Aepodisiov [yaipew.]
noapélapov [mopd cod vrgp Ekpopiov]
[0]0 Yepyic [tV Bedv KAMipov mepi]

AN N AW N~

6 . yeopyelg
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“Alexandros alias [NN ... ], superintendent of the revenues due to [the gods],
through Chairemon, [his assistant], to Isidoros, son of Aphrodisios, [greetings]. I
received [from you for the rent of the plot of the gods] that you farm ...”

1 AXeEdv8pog 0 xofi ca. 10-14 ]. Depending on the length of the second name, there may
have been room for an abbreviated civic office.

5 mapéhaPov. Sheets B and C of 1 use pepétpnpot in this position.

5-6 These lines have been restored exempli gratia on the basis of receipts B and C above.
For the restored formula, cf. also P.Stras. V 458.3-4 (Polydeukeia, 228 CE): napéiofov mop’
Dudv drep Ekpopi(ov) | v dyewpyfioate ...

Department of Classical and Oriental Studies W. Graham Claytor
Hunter College of the City University of New York

695 Park Ave.

New York, NY 10065, USA

graham.claytor@hunter.cuny.edu



Tafel 3

Fig. 1: P.Luther 3

Fig. 2: P.Mich. inv. 3490b

zu W. G. Claytor, S. 49 und 53
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