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PETER KRUSCHWITZ - VIRGINIA L. CAMPBELL 

Lucius Caltilius Pamphilus and his Wife Servilia Reunited 
(eIL x 1021 + X 1046) 

Many of the funerary inscriptions discovered in the context of the via dei sepoleri out­
side the Herculaneum Gate of Pompeii were discovered more or less fully intact. There 
are, however, a few fragmentary ones, and the following paper will consider one partic­
ularly interesting such case, namely the funerary inscription of the wife of one Lucius 
Caltilius Pamphilus. 

The inscription naming hirn was discovered on the 26th of June 1813 in the street, 
soon after the excavation of 34 N was completed1. The excavation report, however, is 
imprecise a 10 the exact location. Valentin Kockel suggests it was fou nd on the north 
side ofthe treet in the area oftombs 33 to 36 nOrlh2, inclu ive (plan see below p. 50)3. 

According to the reports of Mommsen in CIL X 1046 (correcting an earlier publi­
cation in his Inseriptiones Regni Neapolitanae, no. 2359), the still fragmentary inscrip­
tion consisted of seven pieces of marble4. The text was read and restored thus: 

L(ucius) Caltilius L(uei) l(ibertus) 
Coll(ina tribu) 
[P jamphilus 
[- - -jae uxori 

5 [- - -jmo. 

[ For a discussion on the tomb and related finds, see V. Kockel, Die Grabbauten vor dem 
Herkulaner Tor in Pompeji. Mainz 1983. 162-165, who cites the report in G. Fiorelli (ed .). 
Po"'!eianarum Antiqui/aflll/l Hi toria 1. 3. Nuples I 60, 116. 

As a resu!t of thc pre umcd provennnce of the inscription fragments, Kocke! (above n. 1) 
165 has tentatively attributed tomb 34 north to Lucius Caltilius Pamphi!us. The Caltilii have few 
members aUe ted at Pompeii, but are Ihoughl by P. Castr6n. Ordo POPlIllISljlle Pompeiolllls; ro/i­
t I ami Soeiel ill Romal/ Pompeii, Rome 21983, 147 to be an important family during Lhe Neroni­
an period when Q. Coelius Calti lius lu LU serves 3S dl/ovir in A. D. 52- 53. 1. L. Frnnk liJl, 
Pompeis Dijjicile Es/. Studies ill the Poli/kal Li/e 0/ Imperial Pompeii, Ann Arbo!' 2001, 77- 78 
uggesl thi ' individual i [he son of lhe decea, cd frecdman L. Calti lius Pall1philus. who wa, (hell 

adopted by a Q. oelius in adu lth od a. variations of the duovir's name appear in the tablets of 
lucllJ1dus dalcd 10 A. D. 53 and A. D. 56 (conlra J. Andreau, Les affaire,)" de MOl/siel/r }m.;/11ldl/s, 
Rome 1974, 203 who believes there are actually two people: L. Caltilius Iustus and his son Q. 
Coelius Caltilius Iustus) . FrankIin does, however, refer to an incorrect description by Theodor 
Mommsen in the CIL of the epitaph's lettering as Augustan (77 n. 55), so is presumably basing 
his version of the lineage of this familyon a false date. 

3 Plan from Kockel (above n. 1) 212. 
4 CIL X 1046 (cf. p. 967). 
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At least six fragments survive in the collection of the Archaeological Museum of 
Naples5: 

5 Photos and further information on these fragments were kindly supplied by Heikki Solin. 
- The photos seem to show only six fragments; one might surmise that a seventh fragment con­
tained the upper ends of the two letters L at the end of line I, as the drawing in E. Hübner, Exem­
pla scripturae epigraphicae Latinae a Caesaris dictatoris morte ad aetatem lustiniani, Berlin 
1885, no . II presents them as extant (below). Kockel (above n. 1) 162 incorrectly states that 
these fragments are missing. 
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Moreover, in his collection of evidence for the development of Roman monumental 
scripts, Ernil Hübner represents the first two lines of the text thus6: 

,h H ... J' 

CII. \ 1111', \I I •• 

6 Hübner (above n. 5) no . 11. 



52 Peter Kruschwitz - Virginia L. Campbell 

It is beyond doubt what needs to be supplied in lines 4 and 5: line 4 lacks the actual 
name (apart from the ending) of the uxor, and line 5 contained some sort of an ad­
verbial. 

Interestingly enough, it would appear that both can in fact be supplied from another 
fragmentary Pompeian inscription that contains nothing but the name of a female (in 
the dative, as required) and the first part of an adverbial7: 

Seruiliae [- - -J 
amico anim[o - - -J. 

. . 

11' . 

This second item was discovered one month prior to the inscription of L. Caltilius 
Pamphilus, when excavations further to the east along the via dei sepolcri brought to 
light a fragment of a somewhat peculiar funerary inscription, executed on a marble slab 
measuring 0 .35 x 0.55 x 0 .03 m. 

It is obvious that these two items match perfectly and therefore must once have 
been part of the same inscription. The inscriptions are united by the use of the same 
material (marble), the complementary textual information which can be joined seam­
lessly8, and a matching ratio of letters per line. In addition to these elements which still 
might be seen as accidental matches, one must also note that the very presentation of 
the text (centred)9 as weIl as the height 10 and shape ofthe letters are consistent and thus 

7 eIL x 102J (cf. p. 967); photo from Kockel (above n. 1) Taf. 66 '. 
8 It is elcur from the way the stolle is damagcd (as to be seen from the photo, above) that in 

his description of the Caltilius inscription Mommsen must have seen the upper parts of the letters 
AE in line 4 and of the letter M only, both of which of course were sufficient to gi ve the reading 
as certain . 

9 This is elear from the photographic evidence . 
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irrevocably prove the unity of these two texts 11 . The now restored inscription therefore 
reads thus: 

L(ucius) Caltilius L(uci) l(ibertus) 
Coll(ina tribu) 
[P jamphilus 
Seruiliae uxori 

5 amico animo. 

Thi leaves the problem of the find spot, and in ca e of tbe second piece onee agajn 
lhe excavation report are anything but clear. In CIL X, Mommscn record thc location 
of the inscription a near 16 south. Kockel counter thi ciling thc cxcavation repons, 
wbich . tale that at the time rhe tab let was uuearthed 7 north and 38 north were being 
excavared, and the text wa found along the border of this area 12. He believes the in­
scription wa probably 1:1 und in the area of 39A, north of 38 norlh and cast of 39 north 
in an area that ha ' ometimes been referred to in ubsequent literature as the • epolcro 
detto di Servi lia L3 . Th i. conclu ion. hQw ver is also problematic, as the plan drawn by 
Fran~oi Mazoi showing the exteut of tJle excavalions in the area in 181.5 how lbat 
whilst the tombs 3 ro 38 north have been unco ered, the SlrU lure of 39 and 39A have 
not yet been explored14: 

~ . . ... . 

:/i:il 
10 Measuremenl. of lhe leller are recorded for four of the five lines of lhe reconslructed text , 

demon rrating a graduated reduction in the heighl of lhe letter:; throughoul Ihe illscription . Line 
1: 0.128; Line 2: 0 .105; Line 4: 0 .090; Line 5: 0 .065 . 

11 Note the pcculiar. slim shapes of (he lelle." C and S, (be lVay lhe bOllom fighL corners of 
Lhe letters L are cut off diagonally , lhe pcculiar erifs allhc top end of the Ictters A, the leiters V 
sLicking Ollt above Ihe average heighl of the lines, amI finally the consistent lI$e of triangular 
punctllaL.ion . 

12 Kockel (above n. 1) 177, citing Pompeianarum Antiquitatum Historia I 3, 110 from the 8th 

ofMay 1813. 
13 Kockel (above n. 1) 177. 
14 F. Mazoi , Les ruines des Pampei, Paris 1824, I pI. XXXVIII. 
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Kockel does suggest the fragment was found along the border of the excavated area, 
but as 39A north is a weIl defined waIled enclosure, the divide between 38 and 39A 
should be much clearer than he implies . 

The highly fragmentary state of the inscription as weIl as its date in the pre-earth­
quake, late Julio-Claudian period, might suggest that the inscription already was broken 
before the deslructiol1 of the city by Mt. Vesuvius, but thai 01' cour e remains pecu­
lation . This thcory howcver, CQuid al 0 explain lhe exi. ling mismatches in the (any­
thing but wcll-attcsted) find SpOl. (which arc only a miner problem a regard the 
merger of the two fragmentary inscriptions into one). Whereas the restoration of the 
text itself is beyond doubt, the attribution of the inscription to any of the tombs in the 
via dei sepolcri cause a l1umb I' of prob.lems. It i ' for future scholarship to come up 
with a cogel11 argument a rcgaJ'd the in 'criplion 's original context15 : we shall content 
our elves with the re I.ol'ation of the illscriptioll itsel fand thc fact that a couple, sepa­
ra ted in death by deslrucliol1 of their inscripti n and an oversight of scholarship, are re­
united after all. 
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Reading 
RG66AA 
United Kingdom 
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Peter Kruschwitz, Virginia L. Campbell 

15 As mcntioned briefly above (see n. 2), lhe association of tomb 34 north and this inscrip­
tion is tentative at best. The 10mb itself, also known as the Tomb of the Marble Ooor, was Ilever 
completed structurally despite the fact that it was already in use, and was in fact found to contain 
evidence of between rour and six bllrials, st ill in situ at the time of excavation. Though extensive 
damage had ocellrred to the tomb, presumably dllring the eruption in A. D. 79 (the mnrble door 
and door frame, for example, were found in pieces in the tomb chamber), it is ele ar the exterior 
of lh tomb was st ill und r con 'trllcl.ion. As such, it is quite likely that (he inst.:riprion, in an 
attempt to provide , om idenlification I the deccased members of the f!lmi ly, had been dis­
played in omc tempor(\ry fashion LO be Inter embedded in the face of lhe tomb nee the structure 
wn~ toll1plercd. 1 r nOlmountcd in a permanent monn r, it i eonceivable that iL would have ea i1y 
been shaken loose during an earthqunke (ei lher in A. O. 62 01' A. 0.79), rcsulting in its fragmen ­
lary stute , Becall. e lhe tomb was elearly in use prior to the deSLl' lICliOI1 of Pompeii it is diff'icult, 
ba 'cd on the evidence of the fun I'llry epigraphy found in l.he city, to onc illde thaI 110 tllte mpL 
WlIS made 10 commcmoratc individllals alrelldy interred, making (he aUl'ibuli 11 of this in, cription 
to 34 n rrh. Ccm plausible. This argumcnt can be slrengthcned by the faot that tombs 33, 35 and 
36 norLh wCl'e found 10 bc even loss complete struclLtntlly than 34, and th only <)Iher tomb in the 
ill1ll1ed.iate vicinity, 37 norlh, 'till has its inscription intacl. Finnlly, U1C oliler area 01' tombs 3 to 
43 nonh, locmcd 10 Ihe ea~1 Oll a rai ed lerrace, h, ve had lheir ccupant identil'ied. leaving 34 
north as Lhe most likc1y andidate for Ulis in cription. 


