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SOPHIA ZOUMBAKI 

The Colonists of the Roman East and their Leading Groups 
Some Notes on their Entering the Equestrian and 

Senatorial Ranks in Comparison with the Native Elites 

... haudfacile übertas et domini miscentur, "Liberty and masters are not easily com­
bined together ... " These were the words of the German tribe of the Tencteri, address­
ing their fellow-countrymen, the Ubii, who had already settled in Colonia Agrippina 
(Cologne, Germany) jointly with Roman veterans; they even positively encouraged 
them to kill the Roman settlers, since they looked upon muri coloniae ("walls of 
colony") as munimenta servitii ("bulwarks of slavery") 1. Resistance to the establish­
ment of Roman colonies may have not been so savage in the East. However, in addi­
tion to the cases of peaceful co-existence between colonists and the local populations, 
and despite the reguest of certain poleis to be awarded the title and status of colony2, 

several sources reveal certain difficulties between colonies and the surrounding commu­
nities, as weIl as instances of indirect opposition to the foundation of colonies, such 
as in the case ofBouthrotos and Patras, as Cicero's correspondence implies3. 

E. T. Salmon explains the hate and suspicion expressed towards the colonists by 
the fact that they were regarded as "beneficiaries of provincial soil and as the perma­
nently privileged local upper c1ass"; further, he stresses the superiority not merely of 
the colonies but also of the colonists towards the native population of a region and 
states that they formed local "aristocracies throughout the Empire"4. The colonists un­
doubtedly enjoyed a favourable status compared with the mass of peregrini of the local 
population in the same region, since they lived in a community organised completely 
on the pattem of Roman institutions and legislation5; their magistrates enjoyed easier 

1 Tac., Rist. 4 . 64. This was not a unique case of opposition to the foundation of a Ro­
man colony. Tacitus (An. 14.31; Agricola 16), for example, gives us vital descriptions of 
the fight between the Roman colonists and the indigenous population at Camulodunum 
(Coichester). [Translation of both passages by Cl. H. Moore in E . H. Warmington (ed.), 
Tacitus 1II. Histories IV-V. Annals I-lII, Loeb Class. Lib., London 1969]. 

2 Salmon, 152-153. 
3 For the relevant passages of Cicero and the bibliography see A. D. Rizakis, LVJißOAT, 

(nT) JieAhT) rav pWJiai"rcov anOllClUJiOV 1:T)~ B.1 IIeAonnovvT,uov, in: II 01 K I A A 
(MEAETHMATA 10), Athens 1990, esp. 327-331; idem, Roman Colonies in the Province 
of Achaia: Territories, Land and Populafion, in: S. E. Alcock (ed .), The Early Roman Empire 
in the East, Oxford 1997,18. 

4 Salmon , 150, cf. also 156-157. 
5 Salmon, 152-153, 156 and 197, n. 320 . Colonies were organised as miniatures of 

Rome herself and as centers for the promotion of Roman influence, propaganda and culture, 
cf. Au!. Gel. 16. 13,9. 
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acess to the senate; eventually colonies were exempted from certain taxes, in eases 
where they were granted the ius italicum6 . Moreover, colonists could often draw 
benefit not only from the land that was allotted to them, but also from the exploita­
tion of other resourees of the region, since several colonies were established on sites 
that were vital from both a political and an economic point of view. The allotments of 
the colonists, which were often not of negligible size, the compensation paid to the 
veterans for their service in the army, especially to the officers, and the considerable 
properties of the best established freedmen, who are often to be found among the colo­
nists, could be perhaps sufficient for their enrollment in the ordo decurionum of the 
colonies and for their elevation to the loeal colonial elite 7 . 

My purpose is to investigate, whether the basically privileged status of the colo­
nists was a "ticket" for climbing the socialladder beyond the localleading eircles, for 
entry into an exclusive soeial class. I focus, therefore, both on the upper social strata 
of the eolonists and on prominent eitizens of neighbouring cities, and attempt a com­
parison of the dynamic and evolution of these two groups, as weIl as of their promo­
tion to the ranks of Roman equites and senators. Since Roman colonisation in the 
East exhibits some different features from colonisation in the western part of the 
Empire - where it is in some eases to be identified with urbanisation8 -, this inves­
tigation will be limited to the East. 

The issue of the rise of the elite of the eastern provinces into asenatorial aristo­
cracy is to be found in several studies focusing on the social his tory of certain regions 
of the East. Ch. Habicht9 had earlier suggested that Anatolian senators between the 
reigns of Augustus and Commodus came from colonies or towns with Roman resi­
dents. H. Halfmann supports the view that veterans and merchants prevailed in the first 
of the three distinct phases of the promotion of the provincial aristocracy of Asia 
Minor to the senate 10 . More recently, A. Spawforth has stated that "the Italian milieu 
of veterans, colonists and businessmen produced the ,first wave' of equestrian officers 
(and senators)" from Achaia, but also from Asia Minor and Egyptll . 

Before discussing the aforementioned suggestions it should first be stressed that 
Roman businessmen were not included as constituent elements of the original colonial 

6 Salmon, 152-153, 156 and 197, n. 320. 
7 On the size of these allotments in colonies see Salmon, 145-148; for factors that 

determined the size of the alIotment received by each man see Levick, 95 with relevant re­
ferences to the ancient sourees; for the recompense and the alIotments of veterans see 
P. Garnsey, R. SalIer, The Roman Empire. Economy, Society and Culture, London 1987, 
124; Rizakis, Recrutement et formation des ilites, 114. Generally on the rewards of military 
service cf. L. Keppie, Colonisation and Veteran Settlement in Italy 47-14 B.C., Rome 1983, 
38-43. 

8 For a comparison cf. e.g. Levick, 184-188. 
9 eh. Habicht, Zwei neue Inschriften aus Pergamon, Istanbuler Mitteilungen 9-10 

(1956-60) esp. 121-125. 
10 H. Halfmann, Die Senatoren aus den kleinasiatischen Provinzen des römischen Rei­

ches vom 1. bis 3. Jahrhundert (Asia, Pontus-Bithynia, Lycia-Pamphylia, Galatia, Cappa­
docia, Cilicia), in: Atti del Colloquio Internazionale AIEGL su Epigrafia e Ordine Sena­
torio, Roma, 14-20 maggio 1981, vol. II, Roma 1982, 604 and 606-607. 

11 Spawforth, Italian Elements, esp. 107. 
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cell, but were already settled in the regions where the colonies were founded and were 
in some cases absorbed into them either at the moment of the deductio or later12 . This 
attraction of Roman businessmen to the colonies can be observed in more regions of 
the East and is to be explained on the basis of the fact that the colonies provided a 
familiar social and political environment and an interesting economic framework for 
them. 

Moreover, Roman businessmen are to be found in several poleis of the East. For 
the purpose of this study there should be therefore a distinction between the two 
groups of Italian settlers, namely colonists and Roman businessmen. Thus, I focus on 
the colonists proper and attempt a further analysis of the evolution and social c1imbing 
of the most prominent individuals of colonial stock, and specifically of the most strik­
ing aspect of social success, namely their entering the equestrian and senatorial ranks 
of the Roman society. 

A starting point: the elites of the colonies and the poleis of the Peloponnese 

The region of the Peloponnese is used as a starting point, since recent intensive re­
search into its society provides an inspiring framework and a productive field for fur­
ther analysis 13 . However, my observations will extend beyond the Peloponnese. 

An analysis of the composition of the elites of the Greek poleis and of this colo­
nies of this region seems to be useful at this point. An overview of the composition 
of the elites of the Greek poleis of the Peloponnese in the Roman period 14 offers the 
following picture: it is an amalgam of old traditionally prominent families which 
maintained their leading role for generations, of individuals who appear for a short pe­
riod, playing an important part in public life, and then disappear, of individuals that 
rose to power in the circumstances of the depression of the late Republic, and finally 
of powerful Roman businessmen who had settled either permanently or temporarily in 
Peloponnesian towns. 

Two earlier comprehensive studies on the elites of the Roman colonies founded in 
the Peloponnese - Corinth and Patras, together with the short-lived Dyme15 - give 

12 Rizakis, Recrutement et formation des elites, 111, 12l. 
13 Roman Peloponnese land II. 
14 S. Zoumbaki, The Composition of the Peloponnesian Elites in the Roman Period and 

the Evolution of their Resistance and Approach to the Roman Rulers, TEKMHPIA (forth­
coming). 

15 The three Roman colonies of the Peloponnese were situated on the north coast of the 
peninsula, on the most important sea-route connecting West and East, see A. D. Rizakis, Le 
port de Patras et les communications avec l'ftalie sous la Republique, CH 33 (1988) 453-
472. - Corinth and Dyme were founded by Caesar and exhibit common features regarding 
the composition of their population - both of them were manned mainly with freedmen -
but completely different fates regarding their prestige and influence and their longevity: 
Dyme seems to have been absorbed quickly by Patras, whilst Corinth proved to be the "rö­
mische Metropole des Ostens" , to use the words of Fr. Vittinghoff, Römische Kolonisation 
und Bürgerrechtspolitik unter Caesar und Augustus, Wiesbaden 1952, 86; Patras was an 
Augustan foundation to "house" veterans, and also developed into an important economic 
centre , see Vittinghoff, 127. For the population of Corinth see Str. 8. 23 (= C 381); for 



162 Sophia Zoumbaki 

a quite different picture: a factor common to all three Roman colonies in the region is 
the total absence of the old aristocracy from their administration posts l6 . The colonial 
elite of Corinth is composed mainly of freedman stock and a small number of veteran 
stock; the elite of Dyme seems to have consisted also mainly of freedman stock, 
whilst the military character of Patras and its elite is obvious in its inscriptions. Epi­
graphic, numismatic and literary sources testify that a certain number of Greek nota­
bles from the Peloponnese and other areas of the province Achaia are to be encountered 
as colonial magistrates at Corinth 17. 

Finally, Roman businessmen are to be encountered also in the elites of Corinth and 
Patras. Regarding Corinth it is assumed that Roman businessmen were on the one 
hand already settled in the town before the foundation of the Caesarian colony, and on 
the other hand that they came from the surrounding regions and were absorbed into the 
colonial community; in Patras Roman negotiatores were active long before the estab­
lishment of the Roman colony 18 . 

freedmen among the first eivie magistrates of Dyme see Rizakis, La constitution, 47. -
For the absorption of DYl11e by Patra see Rizakis, op. eit. (n. 3), 22- 23 . 

16 For the eompo ·il.ion of the colonial elite of Corinth see Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 
167-182. For the elites of a11 three Roman eolonies in the Peloponnese see Rizakis, La 
constitution, 37-49. - For the fate of the old population of Patras and Dyme see Rizakis, 
op. eit. (n. 3), esp. 25-26; idem, Les colonies romaines des cDtes occidentales grecques. 
Populations et territoires, DHA 22/1 (1996) 255-324. - For the situation in Corinth 
between the beginning of the 2nd e. B.C. and the foundation of the Caesarian eolony see 
J. Wiseman, Corinth and Rome I: 228 B.C.-AD. 267, in: ANRW VII 1 (1979) 491-496; 
E. R. Gebhard, M. W. Diekie, The View from the Isthmus, ca. 200 to 44 B.C., in: 
Ch. K. Williams II, N. Bookidis (eds.), Corinth. Results of Excavations Conducted by the 
American School of Classical Studies at Athens, vol. XX. Corinth, the centenary 1896-1996, 
Athens 2003, 261-278. 

17 For these individuals from the Peloponnese and the provinee Aehaia see Spawforth, 
Roman Corinth, 173-174; Rizakis, La constitution, 45-46. - The Peloponnesian aristo­
erats eneountered as offieers in Corinth are the following: P. Caninius Agrippa (Roman 
Peloponnese I, COR 135), C. Iulius Laeo (Roman Peloponnese I, COR 345), C. Iulius 
Spartiatieus (Roman Peloponnese I, COR 353; cf. also Roman Peloponnese II, LAC 509); 
Cn. Comelius Pu1cher (Roman Peloponnese I, COR 228) who is to be regarded as the grand­
son of a Cornelius Pu1cher attested in the first half of the 1 SI e. A.D. as an Isthmian agono­
thetes (Roman Peloponnese I, COR 226, ARG 116; Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 174; 
Stansbury, 268). - Non-Peloponnesian individuals who left their hometowns to pursue 
eolonial offices of Corinth are C. Iulius Polyaenus (Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 174 regards 
his origin as Sieyonian; Rizakis, La constitution, 46, n. 39 refers to hirn as "probablement 
originaire de Delphes"; Roman Peloponnese I, COR 350) and two individuals of Delphie ori­
gin, P. Memmius Cleander (see Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 174; Roman Peloponnese I, 
COR 421) and P. Memmius (?) Critolaus Theoc1es (Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 180, no. 17; 
AE 1966, 382). 

18 For Corinth see espeeia11y Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 171-173 based on prosopo­
graphical data, Gebhard, Diekie, op. eit. (n. 16), esp. 277 based on arehaeologieal, epigra­
phie and literary evidenee and D. G. Romano, City Planning, Centuriation, and Land Divi­
sion in Roman Corinth, in: Williams II, Bookidis (eds.), op. eit. (n. 16), esp. 280-283 
based on the study of three eenturiations, the first of whieh is to be dated in the interim peri­
od, 146-44 B.C. and eonneeted with the lex agraria of 111 B.C. wh ich eoneerned the 
measurement of apart of the ager publicus of Corinth for sale. For Patras see S. Zoumbaki, 



The Colonists of the Roman East 163 

Within these groups of elites in poleis and colonies, where differences of wealth, 
power and influence are obvious in the careers and the networks of relationships of 
their individual members, an upper class elite at the Peloponnesian or provinciallevel 
may be distinguished in the sourees. The various groups of the elites, both in the co­
lonies and the Greek poleis were not isolated and closed in on themselves but had 
points of contact and were connected with each other in various ways, as an analysis of 
their familial connections and activity shows19 . 

From this point of view, the link between Peloponnesian notables and Corinth is 
not surprising and, indeed, provides an interesting basis for the purpose of our study, 
namely for the comparison of native and colonial elites. The fact that Greek notables 
held colonial offices, undertook expensive agonothesiae and carried out various bene­
factions at Corinth20 , is already weil investigated and is usually interpreted as an indi­
cation that members of the provincial Peloponnesian aristocracy pursued a political ca­
reer in Corinth in order to promote their ambitions for an advanced Roman career21 . In 
fact, several of the Greek notables who stayed in contact with Corinth did succeed their 
target and were raised to the equestrian rank22 . However, political activity in Corinth 
was not the only route to social success23 . 

Corinth was not a unique case of a colony attracting leading citizens from the sur­
rounding region. "Transplants" from neighbouring towns are also to be found in other 
colonies of the Roman empire, which were also open and flexible societies, where for-

Die Niederlassung römischer Geschäftsleute in der Peloponnes, TEKMHPIA 4 (1998/9) 
141-144. 

19 Cf. e.g. A. J. S. Spawforth, Families at Roman Sparta and Epidaurus: Some Prosopo­
graphical Notes, ABSA 80 (1985) 191-258. 

20 Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 173-175; Rizakis, La constitution, 45-46; for these in­
dividuals see above n. 17. A. Spawforth speaks further of the social prejudice of Greek 
aristocrats against the servile origins of Corinth, which began to thaw under Claudius at the 
latest, when Greeks from neighbouring towns - except P. Caninius Agrippa, whose duum­
virate is 10 bc datcd I U1C agc of Augustus - are encountcred as holders of colonial offices. 

21 Spawforrh , ROII/w/ orinth, 174; Spawforth, ftalion Elements, esp. 107; Rizaki , La 
consfitution, 46. 

22 For the equestrian careers of these individuals see the following specific bibliogra­
phy: for the Achaean (7) P. Caninius Agrippa see PIR2 C 387; Demougin, CiC, 494; for the 
Spartan C. Iulius Laco, son of Eurycles, see Halfmann, 29 b; Demougin, CiC, 503, and for 
his son Spartiaticus see Devijver I, 128; Demougin, CiC, 564; Halfmann, 29 a; far Cn. 
Cornelius Pu lch r see PIR2 C 1424: Dcvijver, C 245 and Suppl. I, C 245 . 

23 Links belween prominent Peloponne. ians and the Roman ambicnce of their regions 
can be often observed (cf. Spawforth, Italian Elements, 106). A political career in Corinth 
was, however, not necessary for individuals with ambitions for a Roman career, cf. for ex­
ample the following Roman equites, for whom no contacts with Corinth are attested so far: 
Ti. Claudius Dionysius Crispianus Quir., son of Aristomenes (Devijver, C 136 and Supp!. I, 
p. 1502; Roman Peloponnese I, EL 148; II, MES 136; for his possible part-Italian ancestry 
see Spawforth, Italian Elements. 102-103). - L. Vettulenus Laetus (Devijver, V 84; Roman 
Peloponnese I, EL 339). His origin from the milieu of the 'PWf.laiOl EvyatoUV'tE<; of Eleia is 
assumed with great probability, cf. S, Zoumbaki, Zu einer neuen Inschrift aus Olympia: die 
Familie der Vettuleni von Elis, ZPE 99 (1993) 227-232. 
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eigners could obtain local citizenship and hold high offices24 . Contact with colonies 
might form an introduction to Roman culture, which was very necessary for anyone 
who nursed dreams of a Roman career25 . 

Further , some colonists could serve as links between their powerful patrons in 
Rome and the Greek aristocrats. However, this role could also be played by Roman 
businessmen, since they were often agents of important figures in Roman politicallife 
who engaged in overseas business. Moreover, it is significant that Patras, unlike 
Corinth, seems not to have been such an attractive place for political activity to the 
Peloponnesian notables26 , as far as the preserved epigraphic material allows us to con­
clude. 

This shows that the political activity of foreigners in Corinth is to be connected 
rather with its status as the capital of the province and the residence not only of the 
Roman governor, but also of other Roman magistrates and of a long list of personneI, 
such as procuratores, quaestores, soldiers, imperial slaves and freedmen, who could 
function as usefullinks with Rome. The short distance between Patras and Corinth 
meant that Greek notables desiring a political career in a colony inclined to Corinth. 

A similar situation is revealed by , for example, the two colonies Barcino and 
Tarraco on the opposite side of the Mediterranean , in Spain. Tarraco, the capital of the 
province Hispania Cilerior attracted a much larg r l1umber of foreigners who lived 
th rc temporarily or permanently and held high c lonial offices27 . 

Roman senators and equites from the Peloponnese 

Given the opportunities for an advanced Roman career for individuals with political 
contacts in the colonies, a question arises as to the opportunities available to the colo­
nists for such sodal success . A dos er examination of the Roman equites and senators 
from the Greek poleis and colonies of the Peloponnese in the list given below will 
provide useful material for further comparisons. In principle it is to be darified that 

24 This is to be observed for example in colonies of Macedonia (Cf. Rizakis, Recrute­
ment et formation des elites, 126-127 for Dium, Cassandrea and Philippi), for Pisidian 
Antioch (Levick, 126-128) but also in Tarraco and on a smaller scale in Barcino in the pro­
vince Hispania Citerior, see G. Alföldy, Drei städtische Eliten im römischen Hispanien, 
Gerion 2 (1984) 193-238. 

25 This means familiarization on the one hand with Roman institutions and on the other 
hand with aspects of Roman culture, and above all the learning of Latin, which was a prereq­
uisite for holding high Roman offices; cf. Claudius's withdrawing of Roman citizenship 
from those who could not speak Latin (SueL, Claud. 25. 3; Dio 60.17,4-5). 

26 The only exception known so far is the Elean Basilios Oxylides, who is, however, 
probably to be dated to the 4th c . A.D. and tllcrcforc rClllüins outside the period of our study. 
Busilios seems not to have been a native f Patras but an Elean, as the epithel Oxylides in­
dicates; for the career of Basilios and the relevant bibliography see A. D. Rizakis, Achai"e II. 
La cite de Patras: Epigraphie et histoire (MEAETHMATA 25), Athenes 1998, 120-124, 
no. 37; S . Zoumbaki, Elis und Olympia in der Kaiserzeit. Das Leben einer Gesellschaft zwi­
schen Stadt und Heiligtum auf prosopographischer Grundlage (MEAETHMATA 32), 
Athen 2001, 241-242, B 4. 

27 This difference is to be explained by the fact that Tarraco was not just a colony but 
the capita) of the province Hispania Citerior, Alföldy, op. ciL (n. 24), 218-220. 
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the entries in the following list concern only individuals who are expressly named as 
Roman knights or senators, or whose cursus honorum includes equestrian or senatorial 
offices respectively. Persons who are indirectly presumed to be equites, such as fathe1's 
of senators28 , highpriests of the imperial cult on a provinciallevel29 , persons who are 
presumed to possess the required census 01' individuals bearing the title Kpa:tt<J'to<; in a 
questionable context, do not appear in this catalogue30. 

For the purpose of the present study it is more prudent to concentrate on the equi­
tes and senators of the two first centuries of the Imperial period. A few individuals of a 
later date included in the following list merely serve to produce a complete picture. 

28 Halfmann,24. 
29 As A. Stein, Zur sozialen Stellung der provinzialen Oberpriester, in: EIIITYM­

BION Heinrich Swoboda, Reichenberg 1927,300-311 has shown, many archiereis of the 
provincial koina belonged to the equestrian order or other members of their families were 
Roman equites or senators; however, not aJl of them are to be considered as members of the 
equestrian order. 

30 The title KpanO''tOr; is often used as the Greek equivalent of the Latin egregius which 
defines the members of the equestrian rank. In some cases, however, senators are defined as 
KpanO''tOl. For a selective bibliography on the use of the adjective egregius/Kpa'tlO''tOr; 
see A. Stein , Griechische Rangtitel in der römischen Kaiserzeit, Wiener Studien 34 (1912) 
160-170; O. Hirschfeld, Die Rangtitel der römischen Kaiserzeit, in : Kleine Schriften, 
Berlin 1913,646-681; J. Deininger, Die Provinziallandtage der römischen Kaiserzeit von 
Augustus bis zum Ende des dritten Jahrhunderts n. Chr., München u.a. 1965, 152, 178; H.­
G. Pflaum, Titulature et rang social sous le Haut-Empire, in: Recherches sur les structures 
sociales dans Z'antiquiti classique, Colloques Nationaux du Centre National de Za Recher­
che Sientifique, Caen 25-26 Avril 1969, Paris 1970, 159-185 esp. 164; H. Mason, Greek 
Terms for Roman Institutions. A Lexicon and Analysis, Toronto 1974,64; G. Alföldy, Die 
Stellung der Ritter in der Führungsschicht des Imperium Romanum, Chiron 11 (1981) 190-
194; J. H. Oliver, Roman Senators from Greece and Macedonia, in: Atti deZ Colloquio 
lnternazionale AlEGL su Epigrajia e Ordine Senatorio, Roma, 14-20 maggio 1981, Tituli 5, 
Roma 1982, 583-602 ("Kpa(nO''tor;) .. . seems to have been reserved for senators until the 
Severan period"); F. Millar, Empire alld City, Augustus to Julian: Obligations , Excuses and 
Status, JRS 73 (1983) 90-91; Ch. Bruun, Some Comments on the status of Imperial Freed­
men (The Case ofTi. Claudius Aug . !ib . CZassicus), ZPE 82 (1990) 272-274; A. Arjava, Zum 
Gebrauch der griechischen Rangprädikate des Senatorenstandes in den Papyri und In­
schriften, Tyche 6 (1991) 17-35, esp . 18. 

However, for the majority of the individuals who are encountered in Peloponnesian 
inscriptions as KpanO''tol, there is no certainty that they belonged to the equestrian order, 
e.g. Roman Peloponnese I, COR 207,224; EL 168, 192,286; Roman Peloponnese H, LAC 
88, 116, 258. In any case, the use of KpanO''tOr; in Greek inscriptions is not always con­
nected with Roman knights, since it sometimes defines individuals who were undoubtedly 
senators, such as proconsuls, e.g. Roman Peloponnese H, LAC 270 [5] and 174, 280, 697. 
Furthermore there are cases, where Kpa'tlO''tOr; seems to be used as a descriptive epithet, cf. 
IvO 479 (KAaUOtoV ZTjVO<ptAOV 'tov KpanO''tov UA1J1:apXTjv Kat mhprova 'tfjr; nOAEror; 
.. . ); IvO 480 ([NEIlJEO'tavOv 'tov Kpa['t]tO''tov [n]oAEl'tTjV .. . ) . - An exception could be 
the Elean T. Flavius Archelaus who is called in ['to]v Kp( anO'wv) ' EAAaOaPXTjv in an 
honorary inscription; in a catalogue of the personne1 of the sanctuary of Olympia, where he 
is listed as a theocolos, he is called <PA(aßtor;) 'ApXEAaOr; 6 KpanO'Wr; (lvO 483 [A.D. 
245] and 122 [A.D. 265]). 
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Equites and senators from the Peloponnese 

Equites 

P. Caninius Agrippa 
C. Iulius Laco 
C. Iulius Spartiaticus 
M . Aurelius Stephanus 
Cn. Cornelius Pu1cher 
C. Iulius L[- --] 
C. Iulius Philippus 
name not preserved in JG IV 596 
C. Serenus Par - - -] 
Ti. Claudius Dionysius Crispianus 
L. Vettulenus Laetus 
T. Flavius Archelaus (?)31 
Q. Granius Q. f . Bassus 
Ti . Claudius Dinippus 
Antonius Sospis 
T. Statilius T. f. Pa!. Felix 
Vitellius Valerinus32 

Senators 

C. Iulius Fab. Eurycles Her-
culanus L. Vibullius Pius 

Ti. Claudius Brasida 
Claudius Frontinus 
Ti . Claudius Frontinus Niceratus 
Ti . Claudius Saethida Caelianus 
(Veturius Paccianus) 

Origin 

Pellene 0) 
Sparta 
Sparta 
Sparta 
Epidauros 
Argos (?) 
Argos (?) 

Argos 
Nauplion (7) 
Messene 
Elis 
Eli s 
Corinth (7) 
Corinth 
Corinth 
Patras 
Patras 

Origin 

Sparta 
Sparta 
Messene 
Messene 
Messene 
(?) 

Date 

under Augustus 
under Claudius 
1 s i half of the I si c. AD. 
late 2nd/3 rd c . AD. 
under Trajan 
late 2nd/3rd c. A.D. 
late 2nd/3 rd c. A.D. 
l'lf2 nd c. A .D. 
2nd C. A.D. 
end of PI/beg. of 2nd C. A.D . 
perhaps under Nerva 
3rd C. A .D . 
under Claudius 
under Nero 
2nd C. A.D . 
2nd c. A.D. 
41h c. A.D . 

Date 

under Trajan 
under Marcus Aurelius 
under Antoninus Pius 
2nd half of 2nd c. A.D. 
2nd half of 2nd c. AD. 
2nd half of 2nd C. AD. 

The ethnic origin of the individuals listed in this table is very interesting. It is re­
markable that the small Arcadian towns did not produce an elite of such high social 
status. AIthough this situation is explicable in Arcadia, it is surprising that the trade­
centers of Patras and Corinth exhibit a relatively small number of equites who held 
merely the lowest offices of the equestrian career, as it will be shown below. The vast 
majority of the Roman knights and senators come from the old Peloponnesian poleis. 
The socia! origin of these individuals is equally interesting. Most of them seem to 
originate from the old families of the Peloponnese, which had contacts with each other 
as weil as with the Roman communities, whilst some individuals seem to be 

31 T. Flavius Archelaus is treated with scepticism. like other individuals bearing the ad­
jective KpU'tHJ'tOC; . For him see n. 30 above and also Roman Peloponnese I, EL 192. -
Oliver, op. cil. (n. 30), 596 states that he "may have been assimilated to a senator" . With 
some reservation he could be regarded as a Roman eques. 

32 The logistes of Patras and comes Vilcllius Valerinus, atlested in an honorary inscrip­
tion from Sparta (JG VI, 524) , is to be datcd to a much later period, to the 41h c. AD., Md 
consequently falls outside the scope of this artic1e; cf. also E. Groag, Die Reichsbeamten 
von Achaia in spätrömischer Zeit, Budapest 1946,44, n. 6; PLRE I, s.v. Valerinus 2. 
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descendants of Roman businessmen established in the region. Their background is 
often complicated, however, and each case requires c10ser examination33 . 

A look at the individuals from colonies of the Peloponnese who are regarded as Ro­
man knights or senators supports this speculation. Just three individuals among the 
Roman equites attested at Corinth are regarded as of Corinthian origin, as the table 
given above shows. In the case of two of them there is however no certainty about 
their origin from the Corinthian colonial stock. Q. Granius Q. f. Bassus, who is en­
countered as an imperial procurator, comes and praefectus fabrum, is regarded as a 
Corinthian due to the fact that he performed a public benefaction for the colony34. 

Although there is no solid evidence either for or against this suggestion, his dedication 
remains a weak argument for his originating from the colony, since benefactions by 
foreigners in favour of Corinth are weB attested35 . Ti. Claudius Ti. f. F. Dinippus, 
who held several colonial offices, was a Roman knight, since he was tribunus militum 
of the legio VI Hispanensis36 . 

Although his tribus was Fabia and not that of Corinth, Aemilia, his political acti­
vity in the colony could imply that it was his residence. This fact led A. Spawforth37 

to suggest that his family seems to be linked with the Claudii established in the East 
from the 2nd c. B.C. onwards; thus, he did not originate from the stock of colonists 
proper but from that of Roman businessmen attracted to Corinth. M. Antonius 
Sospis, who held also colonial magistracies and offices of the equestrian career, tri­
bunus militum legionis III Augustae, legatus legionis II Adiutricis, seems to be a des­
cendant of a colonial family wh ich was probably granted Roman citizenship by Mark 
Antony and was apparently connected with the prominent Athenian family of Leonidas 

33 Cf. Spawforth, Italian Elements, esp. 107. 
34 For the dedication see Corinth VIII. 3, 131; for the individual see also PIR2 G 208; 

H.-G. Pflaum, Les carrieres procuratoriennes equestres sous le Haut-Empire romain, Paris 
1960/61, 1070; Demougin, CiC, 501, who argues for his Corinthian origin on the basis of 
his donation; Roman Peloponnese I, COR 302. It is suggested by Stansbury, 220 that 
Grania Quinta who erected a honorific monument for P. Caninius Agrippa (Corinth VIII. 2, 
65) is to be identified as a relative, perhaps a sister, of Granius Bassus; this fact may indi­
cate that Granius Bassus lived with his family regularly at Corinth. Leaving aside the fact 
that it is not easy to assign an accurate date to these inscriptions, there is no evidence that 
Grania Quinta was a relative of the procurator. - The name Grania is also attested much 
later (Corinth VIII. 3, 302, early 3rd c. A.D.), which implies that there was a branch of the 
Granii in Corinth; it is unknown, whether they are to be connected in some way with the 
procurator Granius Bassus. It is in any case significant that Spawforth, Italian Elements, 
105-106, who gives a catalogue of the Roman knights from the province Achaia down to 
AD. 100, does not inc1ude Q. Granius Bassus. 

35 E.g. a Euryc1es from Sparta was the donor of the so-called "baths of Euryc1es" named 
by Pausanias (2. 3, 5). There is no agreement about his identification either with Euryc1es 
of the Augustan period (cf. Stansbury, 217-218) or with Herculanus (cf. P. Cart1edge, A. 
Spawforth, Hellenistic and Roman Sparta, London, New York 1989, 104). 

36 For the individual see A. B. West, Corinth VIII. 2, 86; Devijver, C 139; Demougin, 
CiC, 607; Roman Peloponnese I, COR 170. 

37 Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 177-178. 
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of Melite38 . Two further individuals, Sex . Olius L. f. Aem. Secundus (under 
Augustus) and A. Arrius [.] f. Aem. Proculus (under the first Iulio-Claudians), whose 
colonial careers and tribe indicate that they were Corinthians, have been regarded as 
equites on the basis of the fact that they held the office of praefectus fabrum39 . The 
definition of the nature of this office is often complicated and depends on the date40 . 
Recent research inc1ines to the view that bearing the title of praefectus fabrum in the 
Early Principate does not constitute sure evidence for the equestrian rank of the 
officeholders, but merely an indication that they were at the "entrance" of the equestri­
an order. It remains in any case unknown whether the aforementioned praefecti fa­
brum from Corinth followed a further equestrian career, since there is no evidence that 
they held an equestrian office after this. 

From all the above it emerges that just two Roman knights attested in the Corin­
thian inscriptions, Dinippus and Sospis, may probably be regarded as Corinthian citi­
zens, and just one of them, Sospis, is to be regarded as a descendant of colonists. It 
was, however, only in the 2nd c. A.D. that Sospis succeeded in entering the rank of 
Roman knights. Only one Roman eques is to be encountered in Patras: T. Statilius 
T. f. Pal. Felix who is to be dated to the 2nd c. A.D.41 Although a further Roman 
knight, C. Serenus Pa[ - - -], the tribunus militum of a legio, attested in an inscription 
found at N auplion, was earlier attributed to Patras, this can no longer be maintained42 . 

Apart from the above-mentioned equites who seem to be of Corinthian and Patrae­
an origin, there is no sign of individuals from the Peloponnesian colonies successfully 
engaging in an important career in the imperial administration. The hypothesis that 
Veturius Paccianus, the senator of the 2nd c. A.D., originated from Corinth is based 
on the weak argument that the name Paccianus is twice attested in fragmentary Corin-

38 For the individual see Roman Peloponnese I, COR 72; the connection of the family 
with Athens is suggested by E. Kapetanopoulos, Mnemosyne 22 (1969) 80-82. 

39 For Sex. Olius L. f. Aem. Secundus see Corinth VIII. 3, 152; Demougin, CJC, 172; 
Roman Peloponnese I, COR 446. - For A. Arrius [.] f. Aem. Proculus see Corinth VIII. 3, 
156; Demougin, CJC, 392; Roman Peloponnese I, COR 87. For a possible connection of 
his family with eastern negotia see Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 176 (with bibliography). 

40 E. Kornemann, RE VI.2 (1900), 1923-1924 s.v . Fabri; B. Dobson, The praefectus 
fabrum in the Early Prindpate, in: M. G. Jarett, B. Dobson (eds .), Britain and Rome. Essays 
Presented to Eric Birley on his Sixtieth Birthday, Kendall 1966,61-84 (repr. in D. 1. Breeze, 
B. Dobson [ed.], Roman Officers and Frontiers, Stuttgart 1993,218-241); K. E. Welch, 
The Office ofpraefectusfabrum in the Late Republic, Chiron 25 (1995) 131-145, who states 
(p. 145) that "This office is restricted to men of the Equestrian order who showed little sign 
that they expected to progress to the senate" (for a discussion of the article see E. ßadian, 
Notes on aRecent List of praefecti fabrum under the Republic, Chiron 27 [1997] 1-19); 
M. Cerva, La praefectura fabrum: un'introduzione, in: M. Cebeillac-Gervasoni (ed.), Les 
elites municipales de l'ItaUe penisulaire de la mort de Cesar a la mort de Domitien, entre con­
tinuite et rupture, classes sodales dirigeantes et pouvoir central. Actes du colloque de 
Naples du 6 au 8 fevrier 1997, Rome 2000,177-196; C. Brelaz, A. Rizakis, Le fonctionne­
ment des institutions et le diroulement des carrieres dans la colonie de Philippes, Cahiers 
Glotz 14 (2003) 162-165. 

41 Rizakis, op. eit. (n. 26), 206-207, no. 158. He is attested as tribunus cohortis XXVI 
voluntariorum civium Romanorum. 

42 Rizakis, op. eit. (n. 26), 304, no. 370. 
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thian inscriptions43 . There is, however, no indication that these inscriptions are to be 
connected with the above-mentioned senator. Veturius Paccianus is not attested so far 
in any Corinthian inscription; he is to be encountered only in a text from Epidauros, 
where he is honoured as a benefactor44. In fact, it is equally possible that he originated 
from Epidauros45 . 

As the list of Roman knights and senators from the Peloponnese shows, the vast 
majority of the individuals who reached high Roman offices, belongs not to colonial 
stock but to prominent Peloponnesian families - and mainly to families with a long 
history of connections with Rome, which paved their way to the highest social strata 
- and a certain number of individuals who seem to be descendants of Roman busi­
nessmen settled in the region and often married into loeal notable families46. 

These individuals therefore possessed the wealth - a necessary condition for enroll­
ment in the highest ranks of the Roman social hierarchy - and the right connections 
for c1imbing up the imperial hierarchy. The colonists do not seem to have possessed 
this qualification to the required extent. The opportunities offered by the colonies and 
especially by Corinth, the political centre of the province, seem to have been much 
better exploited by notables of the Peloponnesian towns than by colonists or their des­
cendants. Returning to the aforementioned statement of A. Spawforth regarding the 
social origin of the "first wave" of equites and senators from the Peloponnese, we 
could therefore note that it seems to have been produced mainly by the old Pelopon­
nesian aristocraey and descendants ofRoman businessmen. 

The situation beyond the Peloponnese: 
Senators from the poleis and colonies of the East 

The situation described above is not unique. The colonies of Macedonia did not pro­
duce apparently a single senator. The one and only senator of which the colony of 
Philippi can boast, C. Iulius Maximus Mucianus, did not belong to colonial stock but 
to a romanised Thracian royal family47. A. Rizakis mentions that one more senator, 
P. Marronius Quartus, is attested in an unpublished inscription from Philippi without 

43 For the suggestion that Veturius Paccianus was of Corinthian origin see Halfmann, 
40 and 192, no. 118; for attestations of the name Paccianus in Corinth see Roman Pelopoll­
nese I, 448. 

44 IG IV 1415; IG IV2 1,682; for further bibliography on Veturius Paccianus see Roman 
Peloponnese I, ARG 264. 

45 A. Rizakis, HyeTlI()7 TlX~71 IW! ICOIVWVIIC~ owaTpwj.UxTwa71 aTlq nOAElq T71q IIe­
Aonovv~aov lCaTa T71v aVToICpaTopIIC17 enox~, in: V. Mitsopoulos-Leon (ed.), For­
schungen in der Peloponnes, Akten des Symposions anläßlich der Feier "100 Jahre öster­
reichisches Archäologisches Institut Athen", Athen 5. 3.-7. 3.1998, Athens 2001, 188 won­
ders wh ether Veturius Paccianus originated from Epidauros. 

46 E.g. Spawforth, Italian Elements, 102 for the Messenian family of Crispianus. 
47 For the individual see Halfmann, 65-66 and no. 117; on the elites of Macedonian co­

lonies see Rizakis, Recrutement et formation des elites, esp. on C. Iulius Maximus Muccia­
nus see pp. 126-127. 
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further comment about his ethnic and social background48 . Among the six equites 
encountered in Philippi there are at least three foreigners who chose to settle in the 
town49 . 

From this point of view, it would be especially interesting to have an overview of 
the remaining senators of the East. This is the purpose of the two following tables. 
The first of them shows the total number of the attested senatorial families in each re­
gion and the number of senatorial families from the colonies; the second table displays 
the individual senators from the poleis and those from the colonies of each region. 
These tables are based on lists included by Halfmann, 68-70 and 78-81. 

Although some of the data of these lists have been slightly modified in younger 
studies50 and despite the fact that several individual cases have to be clarified, as it is 
shown below, the lists of Halfmann remain a revealing source for the purpose of this 
study. 

Region 

Achaia 
Macedonia 
TIu'ace 
Pontus/Bithynia 
Asia 
Galatia 
Cappadocia 
Lycia 
Pamphylia 
Syria 
Judaea 
Crete 
Total : 

Senatorial Families in the East 

Total of senatorial Senatorial families 
families in the colonies 

7 1 (?) 

1 

5 
31 2 
9 5 (from Pisidian Antiochia) 

5 
6 + 3 from Attaleia 
9 2 
2 

81 12 

Asia Minor (of uncertain origin): 5 
Cyrene: 2 (?) status of the town unknown 

48 A . D. Rizakis, Le ambizioni e i limit! della ,bourgeoisie'. La classe dirigeme della 
coZonia di FiZippi, in: Atti delle Giornate di Studio di Roma e di Atene in memoria di 
Margherita Guarducci (1902-1999), Opuscula Epigraphica 10 (2003) 156. 

49 Rizakis , op . eit. (n . 48) , 155-156. 
50 Cf. the studies on senators of the eastern provinces included in : Alti deZ Colloquio 

Internaäonale AIEGL su Epigrajia e Ordine Senatorio (n . 30), where indeed the material of 
Asia Minor is studied by Halfmann, op. eit. (n. 10),603-650; for Greeee and Maeedonia see 
Oliver, op. cit. (n. 30), 583-602; and also G . W. Bowersoek, Roman Senators jrom the Near 
East: Syria, Judaea, Arabia, Mesopo/amia, ib ., 651 - 668 and 1. Reynolds, Senators 
Originating in the Provinces oj Egypt and oj Crete and Cyrene, ib., 671-683 . 
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Aehaia 
Maeedonia 
Thraee 
Pontus/Bithynia 
Asia 
Galatia 
Cappadocia 
Lyeia 
Pamphylia 
Syria 
Judaea 
Crete 
Total: 
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Senators from the East 

Individuals 
in poleis 

11 

1 
5 
51 
8 
1 
6 
4 + 6 from Attaleia 
9 
4 
2 
108 

Individuals 
in the eolonies 

7 
11 

4 

25 

171 

Despite the clear impression given by the figures of the tables, some of the facts 
behind the figures require explanation. Towns which acquired the status of a colony at 
a later date, such as Nikomedia, which became a colony under Diocletian, or such as 
Emessa51 , which became a colony under Caracalla, but can claim senators at an earlier 
period, are not included under colonies. We do not know when Cyrene became a 
Roman colony; in any case the mosaic of its inhabitants does not allow us to define 
the ethnic origin of the senators produced there under Nero and Trajan52 . 

Tuming to the details of the tables, there are further maUers to be clarified. Firstly 
we have to bear in mind that an in-depth study of each separate case might show that 
some individuals are not assigned to the correct category: for example the number 1 
which appears under the colonies of both Achaia and Macedonia represents Veturius 
Paccianus and C. Iulius Maximus Mucianus, who are - as already stated - not to be 
regarded as members of the colonial stock of Corinth and Philippi respectively. Fur­
ther, the number 1 under the colonies of Bithynia represents the legatus pro praetore 
of the province Asia, [- - -]tilius P. f. Clu(stumina) Lon[g]us, whose descent from 
Apameia is not to be accepted with certainty, but it is only indirectly inferred53 . 

51 On Emessa and generally on the eolonies of Near East and their eultural profile under 
Roman rule see F. Millar, The Roman eoloniae of the Near East: a Study of Cultural Rela­
tions, in: H. Solin, M. Kajava (eds.), Roman Eastern Poliey and Other Studies in Roman His­
tory, Proceedings of a Colloquium at Tvarminne 2-3 Oetober 1987, Helsinki 1990, 7-58, 
esp. on thc colonial status of Eme sa p. 41. 

52 Halfmunn, 63. For senators [ rom Cyrene who are likely to be deseented from resident 
Italian negotiatores see Reynolds, op. eit (n. 50), 674-679. 

53 His origin from Apameia is assumed on the one hand on the basis of his being hon­
oured as patron in Apameia and on the other hand on the basis of the restoration of his 
gentilicium as [Ca]tilius, wh ich is frequent in Apameia, see Th. Corsten, Die Familie der 
Catilii in Bithynien, EA 6 (1985) 129-130, no. 6; idem, I. Apameia (Bithynien) und Pylai, 
20-21, no. 2. However, there were numerous Italian negotiatores installed in Bithynia, 
among whom an Atilius mentioned by Cie., Ad Farn. 13,62 already as a Roman knight, cf. 
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Apart from these examples, a closer prosopographical study will reveal more pro­
blematic cases. However, I have not modified the data of H. Halfmann's lists. In any 
case the desired results are still obvious. The comparison of the numbers of Eastern 
senators in the table given above is very interesting and sheds light on the qualifica­
tion and ability of the colonists to make such a social ascent. 

The largest number of senators from a colony occurs in Pisidian Antioch, where 
they actually number more individuals than those in the poleis of the region. This 
situation is to be explained according to B. Levick by the fact that this area was espe­
cially fertile, had good connections over land or sea routes, and had of an extended terri­
torium where enormous land properties could be developed54. 

However, a handful of landowners owned the total wealth of the town. The class 
distinctions in the colony were so sharp that even the number of the equites is limit­
ed; besides, these equites are known to have held low military posts, not equestrian 
procuratorships55. Moreover it seems that there had been a community of Roman 
negotiatores in Antioch, which was to be expected for a town "on the busy southern 
highway". An undefined number of Antiochian senators, therefore, were apparently 
descendants of negotiatores56 . 

A further special case is Attaleia in Pamphylia, which is mentioned separately in 
our tables. The town is expressly referred to as a colony under Caracalla. However, 
there has been a lengthy debate on the status of Attaleia before Caracalla, since there is 
a striking Roman presence in the town. Recent research does not regard Attaleia as a 
true colony57. In any case, the intensive presence of Roman negotiatores in Attaleia 

H.-L. Fernoux, Notables et elites des cites de Bithynie aux epoques heltenistique et romaine 
(llIe siede av. J.-C.-lIle siede apo J.-C.). Essai d'histoire sociale, Lyon 2004, 146-149 and 
446. Thus, although the restoration of the name as [Ca]tilius seems plausible, it is not to be 
taken for granted. 

54 Halfmann, 54-55; Levick, 96-102. 
55 Levick, 119-120. 
56 Levick, 58; cf. the case of both senators encountered in Pisidian Antioch und er Tibe­

rius, L. Sergius Paullus and Q. Sergius Paullus. Their origin from the community of Roman 
businessmen is not rejected by Halfmann, nos 3 and 4 although he rejects the suggestion of 
W. M. Ramsay , Studies in the Roman Province Galatia, JRS 16 (1926) 102-119 that they 
were not natives of Asia Minor. 

57 The theory of a quasi-colony was supported by T . R. S. Broughton, Some Non­
Colonial coloni oj Augustus, TAPhA 66 (1935) 18-25 and disputed by B. Levick, S. A. 
Jameson, C. Crepereius Gallus and his gens, JRS 54 (1964) 101-102, who suggested that 
the Romans settled there were negotiatores who maintained their cultural identity and "their 
presence in the town eventually led the community as a whole to claim the status of a Ro­
man colony"; S. A. Jameson, RE Supp!. XII (1970), esp. 111-116 S.V. Attaleia reproduced 
this view. The view that Attaleia was a colony was once more favoured by R. Mellor, Beix 
'PWJ1:rt. The Worship 01 the Goddess Roma in the Greek World, Göttingen 1975,87 n. 387. -
S. Mitchell, Anatolia: Land, Men, and Gods in Asia Minor, vol. I: The Celts and the Impact 01 
Roman Rule, Oxford 1993,90 rejected the view of a typical real colony and maintained that 
"the existing population was tao large or tao influential to be absorbed into the colony and 
here the Roman veterans were introduced into the constitution of the city ... as sym­
politeuomenoi Romaioi". B. Levick, "How different jrom us!" . lnscriptions 01 Pamphylian 
Cities under the Roman Empire, in: S. Follet (ed.), L 'hellenisme d'epoque romaine: nou-
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long before the date of the questionable establishment of a colony is generally accept­
ed. Several of the Roman businessmen settled in the town seem to have reached the 
senatorial order58 . 

With the exception of Pisidian Antioch and the special case of Attaleia, the number 
of senators originating from the eastem Roman colonies in the tables given above is 
therefore to be very limited. The people who represented Asia Minor in the senate ori­
ginated mainly from the old cities near the west coast. Moreover, the early senators 
were either descendants ofkings and dynasts or Roman landowners, who often married 
into the local nobility, "each side giving the other what lacked by way of qualifica­
tions for social success", as B. Levick states59 . Even the statement of Ch. Habicht60 

that Anatolian senators between the reigns of Augustus and Commodus originated 
from colonies or towns with Roman residents, does not in fact contradict my remarks: 
the number of the senators he gives for the colonies (26 individuals, among which he 
also includes Attaleia) is almost the same as that in my tables; this number, however, 
is strongly modified by B. Levick61 after a detailed prosopographical study. A detailed 
prosopographical study of each case in order to define the origin of the senators will 
show that the number of the Roman senators from colonies is even smaller than a first 
glance at the tables shows, if one considers the number of colonists proper amongst 
the senators listed under colonies, given that a considerable number of descendants of 
Roman businessmen and local notables was attracted to the colonies out of political, 
legal and economic motives. 

Overstating the qualification of the colonists: the evidence of the sources 

Individuals from the colonies of the East entered the senate from the end of the 
1 st c. A.D. onwards, just like the majority of eastem notables62 . The status of the 

veaux documents, nouvelles approches (Ier s. a.C.-III' s. p.C.), Actes du Colloque inter­
national a la memoire de Louis Robert, Paris, 7-8 hället 2000, Paris 2004, 262-263 argued 
once more in favour of her own and J ameson' s earlier view. 

58 Jameson, op. eit. (n. 57), esp. 111-116 indeed identifies all the senators of Attaleia 
as descendants of negotiatores. 

59 Ch. Habicht, Istanbuler Mitteilungen 9-10 (1959/60) 124-125; Levick, 105-106. 
60 Habicht, op. eit. (n. 9), 122. 
61 Lev ick . 107 n. 4. 
62 For a comparison between West and East see the table in M. Hammond, Composition 

of the Senate, AD. 68-235, JRS 47 (1957) 77. The table in Halfmann, 78-81 also reveals 
this situation. For the delay in the admission of individuals from the East to the senate cf. 
also Levick, 103-104 and 109 for the reasons of their admission from the end of the I't c. 
onwards. - From the so-called Tabula Claudiana, the speech of the Emperor Claudius given 
to the senate in AD. 48 concerning the enrollment in the senatorial order of new members 
from the province Gallia Comata, it emerges that there were already several senators from 
colonies in the West such as Vienna or Lugdunum. The text of the speech is preserved both 
in literary and epigraphic sources. Tacitus (Ann. 1l. 24) reproduces its text, which is also 
known from an inscription on a bronze stele found in Lyon (colony of Lugdunum), see CIL 
XIII 1668 = ILS 212. For a selective bibliography on both sources see F. Vittinghoff, Zur 
Rede des Kaisers Claudius über die Aufnahme von 'Galliern' in den römischen Senat, Hermes 
82 (1954) 348-371; A. de Vivo, Tacito e Claudio. Storia e codijicazione letteraria, Napoli 
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colonists does not seem to have functioned as a special "ticket" for entry into an exclu­
sive social class. On the contrary, the nu mb er of local notables accepted into the 
senate is incomparably higher. It is especially remarkable, if we take into account that 
the prejudice against people from the East on the part of the senate could not be 
applied to the colonists, since a considerable number of them were of western origin 
and spoke Latin, which was also aprerequisite. They were "ltalians" who lived in a 
"Rome away from Rome". There may therefore have been a different reason for their 
exclusion from the senate: apparently they did not belong to the social circle from 
which senators were recruited. 

The qualities of the colonists, however, may be overstated in the bibliography for 
various reasons: 
• the prosperous sites, where certain colonies were founded, such as Corinth and 

Patras, where some colonists could be successful either developing their own busi­
ness or acting as agents of powerful patrons and simultaneously promoting their 
own interests. Besides, Roman businessmen and provincial notables, who took ad­
vantage of the opportunities offered in the colonies on both the political and eco­
nomic level, could give the impression of a vigorous colonial elite of high social 
rank, although its members were not exclusively of colonial stock. 

• the pride of the founders, which is obvious in their reports, such as the Res Gestae 
of Augustus63 . A study of the evolution of the ideology and practice of colonisa­
tion from the Archaie period onwards64 shows that the sources reporting the pride 
taken by various sovereigns in their colonisation policy always concerns the pro­
motion of the cultural and civilizing power of a glorious state; in the sources there 
is no reference to the colonists and their activities, save the exaltation of the figure 
of oikistes. On the other hand, there are allusions in the literary sources to the infe­
riority of the colony to the metropolis65 . 

• the self-advertisement and snobbery of the colonists themselves, which is to be 
traced in several cases in the epigraphic sources, can be misleading. 

The last two points are especially revealing for the whole mentality that developed 
around colonisation on the part of the founders of the colonies and of the colonists, 
and also for their expectations, targets and their des ire to show off a particular image. 
However, the social origin of the colonists should always be taken into account. The 
colonists did not come from the upper classes of the Roman society; Caesar's colonies 
were mainly settlements of proletarians whilst the foundations of Augustus housed 
above all ex-soldiers. It is significant that special studies on veterans have shown that 

1980; K. Buraselis, LV/1ßOAl} CTrT/ WAErT/ r% avro1Cparopll(l}~ PT/ropela~. IIaparT/­
pl}aEl~ arT/v Tabula Claudiana (ILS 212), in: IIpa1C'r[1((x r' IIavEAAT/vloV LV/1Jroa{ov 
AanVl1((OV LJrovomv. ee/1a: P1)roPl1Cl} Olaam(1) ar1) AanVl1Cl} ypa/1/1arela, Thessa­
loniki 1989, 191-213 . 

63 Cf. Res Gestae, 2. 3-7; 8. 10-15; 19-25; 9. 1-3; 15 . 18-22. 
64 A thorough analysis of this evolution is to be found in the important artiele of P. N. 

Doukellis, Auteurs grecs et paysages coloniaux romains, Historia 56,3 (2007) 302-321. 
65 e.g. Dio Chrys., Or. 30, 26-27; Aul. Gel., n. alt ., 16 . 13; for a eloser analysis see 

Doukellis, op. eit. (n. 64). 



The Colonists of the Roman East 175 

their prospects after their discharge were not especially optimistic: their life expectancy 
was frequently short, while Tacitus states that veterans often left no descendants behind 
them; besides they had little experience of making wealth either in agriculture or in 
business66 . The veterans settled in colonies under the Principate were people who had 
spent twenty-five years or even more in the army and were hardly accustomed to form­
ing ties such as family and land-cultivation. Moreover, the ex-soldiers settled in the 
colonies were not, generally speaking, senior officers67 . Although veterans were sup­
posed to transplant Roman culture into their new residences , it is questionable wh at 
kind of culture they represented, since, though their identity was probably strongly de­
fined by their service in the army, they certainly retained several elements of their own 
cultural roots68 . 

Despite the low social origin of the colonists, the idea of superiority was not un­
common among them. It is obvious in several aspects of their public life that they 
systematically attempted to cultivate the feeling of their superiority towards the local 
populations. We have to turn once more to the well-studied elites of the colonies of 
the Peloponnese. As H. Stansbury remarks, the fact that the Corinthian colonial elite 
was of freedman stock does not mean that it adopted a less elitist behaviour; their life 
style imitated that of the free notables, they possessed slaves, carried out benefactions 
in public life and, above all, adopted a Roman way of life and in general cultivated a 
Roman profile69 . Their persistence in the use of Latin as a sign of higher status, de­
spite the fact that Greek became more and more the lingua franca of Corinth 70, is a 
characteristic of this tendency. As B. Levick states, more or less the same phenome­
non is also to be encountered in colonies of Asia Minor, where she observes "an 
Italian upper class - or something which regarded itself as an Italian upper class -

66 Tac., Ann. 14.27. Cf. P. Brennan, A Rome away from Rome: Veteran Colonists and 
Post-Augustan Roman Colonization, in: J.-P. Descoeudres (ed.), Greek Colonists and Na­
tive Populations, Proceedings of fhe First Australian Congress of Classical Archaeology 
held in honour of Emeritus Professor A. D. Trendall, Sydney 9-14 July 1985, Canberra , 
Oxford 1990,500-501: "They had little experience of generating wealth, except by force, 
and their needs had been provided by a bureaueracy, of whieh they were the major instru­
ment. A veteran eolony was a less than ideal agent for the integration of subjeet peoples 
into Roman civilian soeiety or for the successful pursuit of wealth produced by independent 
enterprise". Farming experience before and during their service in the army in the Early 
Empire is unlikely, as P. Brennan accepts, eiting also the previous bibliography on the 
subjeet. 

67 Brennan, op. eit. (n. 66), 501 quoting Tacitus (Ann. 14.27) that the veterans no lon­
ger included legionary tribunes and centurions among them, as was earlier the ease. 

68 Their common feature was their "Romanness" which was acquired during their long 
service in the army and is to be understood as a familiarity with several aspects of Roman 
cuture - language, cults, administration, customs etc. As Brennan, op. eit. (n. 66), 502 
states, "their mother-city was not Rome but the Roman army". It is perhaps an exaggera­
tion to aecept Brennan's further statement that "Roman colonization was part of the level­
ing down of Roman culture", but it is eertainly equally an exaggeration to consider the ve-
terans as typical bearers of Roman euIture, .. . quasi ex aZio genere mortaZium repente in 
unum co/lecti, numerus magis quam colonia ... , aeeording to Taeitus (Ann. 14.27). 

69 Stansbury, 163-165, 276-282. 
70 Stansbury, 187-88. 
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clinging obstinately at once to their Latin and their pre-eminence"71. The prejudice of 
the Corinthians against Greek names and their clear preference for Latin cognomina72 

is to be explained in a similar way, namely as a deliberate choice of the colonists in 
order to create an entirely Roman image. It was apparently out of an attempt to show 
off that they methodically concealed their freedman origin 73. 

The elitist behaviour and snobbery of the colonial elite, as well as the pride taken 
by the founders of colonies in their foundations were not enough for the colonists to 
gain high esteem in the eyes of their contemporaries. On the contrary, there is literary 
evidence for the low esteem in which the servile origins of Roman Corinth were held, 
such as an an epigram of Crinagoras of Mytilene or the Corinthian oration of Favori­
nus of Arles74. 

There is also evidence revealing that the population and especially the notables of 
neighbouring towns were opposed to the "submission" of their poleis to the colonies 
and clearly disapproved of certain aspects of the colonial way of life, such as the out­
rage of Roman spectacles. An eloquent case is a quarrel between Argos and Corinth, 
known from a letter of a Greek notable to the Roman govemor on behalf of the Argive 
people. Although the letter has been preserved in the correspondence of the Emperor 
Julian, there are strong indications that it should be dated to the late 1st c. A.D., as 
A. Spawforth convincingly argues 75. The letter concems a dispute arising out of pay-

71 For the citation see Levick, 143 and 130-144 for the retarded decline of Latin in 
Antioch. The situation was a little different in the minor colonies of Southern Asia Minor 
where this decline began in some under the Antonines and in others under Severans, Levick, 
145-160. For a comparison of these colonies with Philippi in Macedonia see Levick, 161-
162: the degree of Romanisation was greater and more persistent in the Macedonian colony 
than in Asia Minor, even in Antioch; the strong military flavour of both Philippi and 
Antioch perhaps explains this phenomenon. Cf. also Fernoux, op. cit. (n. 53), 198 for the 
language of the colony of Apameia in Bithynia. 

72 This is stressed by Spawforth, Roman Corinth, 175. This tendency is obvious in the 
onomasticon of Roman Corinth, where the preponderance of Latin cognomina is striking, 
see the chapter on Corinth in Roman Peloponnese 1. 

73 A characteristic example of this behaviour is Babbius Philinus (Stansbury, 255-260; 
Roman Peloponnese I, COR 111). However, as Stansbury, 255 stresses, as a matter of prac­
tice it had been an exception for freedmen to hold public offices after the first generation of 
colonists. 

74 A characteristic and frequently quoted example is an epigram of Crinagoras of My ti­
lene, a contemporary of Caesar and Augustus, who laments the current situation in Corinth, 
comparing its ancient glorious inhabitants with the "slaves" settled in the Caesarian colo­
ny, Anth. Pal. IX. 284: Olou<; ave' olmv oiKl)'tOpa<;, (b EAEEtVl), I E'Üpao ... 'tOtOt<; oux 
1tacra 1taAtll1tPl)'tütcrt ooeElcra· .... Cf. also the epigram of Antipater of Sidon, Anth. Pal. 
IX. 151: I10u 'to 1tEptßAE1t'tOV KaAAo<; crEo, ßmpt KOptveE; I I10u cr'tE<paVat 1tUpymv, 
1tOU 'ta 1taAat K'tEava .... A further characteristic source is the Corinthian oration of 
Favorinus of Arles, who is proud of speaking Greek, even though he was a native of the 
Roman colony of Arelate, and addresses the Corinthians as the descendants of Periander and 
of the founders of Syracuse, with no mention at all of the colonial status of the town ([Dio 
Chrys.J, Cor. 37. 1; 16; 20. Cf. Stansbury, 152). 

75 A. J. S. Spawforth, Corinth, Argos and the Imperial Cult. Pseudo-lulian, Letters 198, 
Hesperia 63.2 (1994) 211-232, where a bibliography on the lengthy debate on the chro­
nology of the text is to be found. 
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m . nts from Argo to Corinth for (he organi ali.on of pectacle that in luded combats 
with wild beasts. In thi text which exhibits 3 triking [T3nkne s there are complaint 
about the attachment' or mOre a urately the 'en lavement" of Argo to orinlh uno 
til<; ß<XO'1.Al>UOUO'T)<; 1tOA.l>U)<; namely by Rome, and abotlt tbeir being cOl11pelled t 
contribute ror p clacle organised by" ther " . Mor over these pecracJes organised 
by Lhe Corinthian were complerely "forcign" (~f.VllCn ee~) to the Greeks (Hforeed LO 

lave B ra foreign specta le ecl.ebrated by olhcr ")76. Leaving aide Lhe motivation of 
the Argives. whi h is th roughly analysed by A. Spawforlh their ho lility to alld eon­
tempt for the coJony is obvious. lt i not clear wh Lher thi ' was th oll ly ca e of a 
confrontat ion betwecn a colony and a neighbouring t wn. A di pute betwcen Apameia 
and Pru a in A. ia Minor i perhap' to be placed in the ame context77 • 

Despite the c11lpha. i. n the superiority and Romanitas of the colonial elite the 
colonie were open 0 i.eli ror Greek notables whosc pre ence wa positive for th 
eoloni from everal point of view. Moreover, in some case the eoloni t used to 

Lres ' lheil" link with Lhe glorious Greek pa t of thc colonie, . Given U,e triet hier­
arehy of R man 0 iety and the u c of lhe pa las a diplomatie argument. it i 1I oder­
tandable that Ule coloni sts could not be proud r their ervil r freedman pa t78 . 0 

the co]onies cultivated tie ' w.iili the Greek r ot f the region , in religion in numis­
matic iconography and in cultural utput79. 

Conclusions 

Prol11 all abovc it emerges that just a $111311 l1umber of individuals fr01l1 lhe eolo­
nies really 'uceeedcd cJimbing Ule oeial Jadder and an evcn sm aller !lumber 01' lhcl11 
managecl co ent r lh enate. Thi. pjeture secl11s 10 emcrge in (he enlire ea tern part of 
the Roman Empire, as the revealing tables with figure based on H. Hnlfmanl1 s list 
clearly how. The number of coloniaJ . enatol' eem evcn more limitcd, if we take 
illto con id ration U1M among the mo t Sllcce ful member of the colonies a r l11ark­
ahle oumber or individuals of n n-eoJonial lock i LO b fou nd: the e were Greek n [­
able from surrollnding t wn ' and mel11bers of rh Roman bll 'ines mcn eoml11unitic. > 

who were 'ettlcd in tbc Ea 1 long b ror the ~ undation of thc colonie and wcre 
atu'acted to thel11 either at lhe moment f lhe dec!lIcl;o 01' later. The large propOl1i 11 of 
negoli(lIore. r their de ccndant al110ng t lhe OrientaJs admitted into the cnate is 

76 Translat ion by pawfoflh , op. eil. (n. 75), 229. Cf. also Dio hr. 31. 121 for gladia­
torial shows wh ich look place outside Ihe town of orinlh. 

77 A. Iieller, Les blJtises des Grecs. CC)IIj1ils el rivaliMs enlre eires t/'Asie el de BitltYl/ie ä 
I'epoque romaille (/29 c/ . • - 235 p.c.) Bordeaux 2006 105- 114. Di course ' 40 alld 4J of 
Dio hrysOSlom concerning Ihe 11011101/0;0 bctween his bomerown Prusa lind (he ncigh­
bouring co.lony of Aparnein ' how lhal Ih re were difficullie. , apparcnlly of an ecollomie 
nature, between Ihern. 

78 Cf. HOl". , Senil. 1. 6,6 ( ... /Ir I/Ie IiIJerlino patre 110111111 ••• ) . 

79 Cr. the situation at Corinth: ~ r religi n . ee Slansbury , 264-265. for p ctic output 
in Roman Corin th see ib ., 2 9-274; for loc,,1 traditions <lud religiou moLifs in lhc nurnis­
malic iconogruphy of the eoJonies of lhe Greek pcnin ula see H. Papugeorgiadou-Bani The 
MI/lli 'II/mit' "of/ography oJ ,he ROlI/lllI olonies in Greece. Local Spiri, lI"d llle E,\pressioll 
0/ Imperial Po/ie)' (MEAETHMATA 39), Alhen 2004. 59ff. 
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obvious and is correctly stressed by scholars such as eh. Habicht, H. Halfmann and A. 
Spawforth. The group of colonists proper is, however, to be dissociated from the 
negotiatores for the study of their social evolution and access to the senate. As a rule, 
the allotments that were given to the colonists - which even at their largest could not 
be regarded as enormous landed properties -, the little experience, especially of the 
veterans, of making wealth from agriculture or business, and the generally low social 
origin of the colonists did not constitute a sufficient advantage ascending to a higher 
sociallevel. 

However there are certain misleading factors which may result in overestimating 
the dynamic of the colonists for social success. Not only does the aforementioned pre­
sence of Roman businessmen and local notables falsify the image of the colonial 
elites, but the pride of the founders and the elitist behaviour of the settlers of the colo­
nies also obscure the picture given by the sources. In the epigraphic sources, in parti­
cular, the colonists display their superiority and their Roman profile. However, there 
is literary evidence for the low esteem in which these people were held. Given the 
strong cIass snobbery of Roman society, this literary evidence certainly reflects an atti­
tude which was widespread within the uppermost layers of the Roman aristocracy. It is 
confirmed that the local elites of the surrounding Greek poleis, despite using their 
connections with the colonies for the promotion of their own economic or political 
interests and to ascend in the Roman hierarchy, also often despised them and did not 
avoid conflicts with them. 

The following abbreviations are used: 

Demougin, CJC: S. Demougin, Prosopographie des chevaLiers romain Julio-Claudiens 
(Collection de I'Ecole fran~aise de Rome 153), Rome 1992. 

Devijver: H. Devijver, Prosopographia militarum equestrium quae fuerunl ab Auguslo ad 
GaLLienum, Leuven 1976-200l. 

Halfmann: H. Halfmann, Die Senatoren aus dem östlichen Teil des Imperium Romanum bis 
zum Ende des 2. Jh. n. Chr. (Hypomnemata 58), Göttingen 1979. 

Levick: B. Levick, Roman CoLonies in Southern Asia Minor, Oxford 1967. 
PLRE: A. H. M. Jones, J. R. Martindale, J. Morris, The Prosopography of the Laler Roman 

Empire I, AD. 260-395, Cambridge 1971, repr. 1975. 
Rizakis, La constitution: A. D. Rizakis, La constitution des elites municipaLes dans les 

coLonies romaines de La province d'Achaie, in: O. Salomies (ed.), The Greek East in the 
Roman Context, Proceedings of a Colloquium organised by the Finnish Institute at 
Athens, May 21 and 22,1999, Helsinki 2001, 37-49. 

Rizakis, Recrutement et formation des elites: A. D. Rizakis, Recrutement et formation des 
eUtes dans les colonies romaines de la province de Macedoine, in: M. Cebeillac­
Gervasoni, L. Lamoine (eds.), Les elites et leurs facettes. Les elites locales dans Le monde 
hellenistique et romain, Rome, Clermont-Ferrand 2003, 107-130. 

Roman Peloponnese I: A. D. Rizakis and S. Zoumbaki (with the collaboration of M. 
Kantirea), Roman PeLoponnese I. Roman Personal Names in their SodaL Context 
(MEAETHMAT A 31), Athens 200l. 

Roman Peloponnese II: A. D. Rizakis, S. Zoumbaki, Cl. Lepenioti, Roman Peloponnese 11. 
Roman Personal Names in their Social Context (MEAETHMATA 36), Athens 2004. 



The Colonists of the Roman East 179 

Salmon: E. T. Salmon, Roman Colonisation under the Republic, Ithaca, New Y ork 1970. 
Spawforth, ROll/all Corinth: A. 1. . Spawf< I'lh, Roman Corinth: The Formation of Colonial 

Elite, in: A. D. Rizakis (cd.), ROll/all Ono/llastics in the Greek East. Social and Political 
Aspects, Proceedings of the International Colloquium on Roman Onomastics, Athens 7.-
9. Septl'lI/ber /993 MEAETHMATA 21), Alhen 1996, 167-182. 

SPI\~ ('()rlh t Iw /ial/ ElemclIIs: A. J. S . pawfoJ'th , /",!im/ Elements tll/lOng Roman Knights 
alld Sel/ators Jl'Q/II Old Creece, in: h. Mü ller, 1. Hasenohr (eds.), Les Italiens dans le 
mondl! Grec. 1/< liiede (IV. J.- ._1" siede apo J.-C. CirculatioJl, activite,l', integration. Actes 
de La table rOl/de. Ecale Norl/lale SlIperieure, Paris 14.-16. Mai 1998 (BCH tipp!. 41), 
Pad ' 2002, 101 - 107. 

Stansbury: H. Stansbury, Corinthian Honor, Cori/lthicl/I COl/flict: A Social l1iswry of Early 
Roman Corinth and its Pauline Communily, unpubl. Diss . Univ. of alifomia 1990. 

National Hellenic Research Foundation 
Research Centre for Greek and Roman Antiquity 
48. Vus. onstantinou Av. 
GR-1J635 Athens 
Greece 
szoumpa@eie.gr 

Sophia Zoumbaki 


