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ARGYRO B. TATAKI

The Sea as a Factor for the Formation
of Greek Personal Names

The imposing presence of the sea and the admiration for it is reflected in Greek mytho-
logy, visual arts and literature; the relation of many Greek gods to the sea has been
expressed with a long series of epithets that emphasize this connection as well as with
the formation of many personal names derived from their names, the numerous
theophoric names easily recognizable!. Most of the epithets describe Poseidon, the
primary sea divinity; they are followed by those for Aphrodite. Zeus, Dionysos,
Apollo, Helios etc. also have a share in the list of epithets formed by words connected
with the sea?.

Of the many references to the sea in classical Greek texts I chose, as an appropriate
introduction to my subject, to quote for you Strabo’s lively description of the waving
of the sea: ,the sea is like animated beings, and, just as they inhale and exhale their
breath unremittingly, so in like manner the sea too is subject to a certain recurrent
motion that proceeds from itself and returns to itself unremittingly* (1, 3, 8)3.

Greeks have exhibited an immense, an endless imagination in the formation of
personal names. The classification of Greek anthroponyms according to their meaning
we owe to F. Bechtel’s basic work, published in 1917 and still a precious guide for
those who study the Greek personal names*. Much work on the subject has been added
in more recent years and our knowledge has been greatly enlarged by the accumulation
of many new personal names attested in more recent epigraphic publications and the
studies on them by eminent scholars, to mention only the great contributions by

This is an extended version of a paper read in the International Conference ,,Ancient
Civilisations and the Sea‘“, Varna, October 13—15, 2004, in honour of Prof. M. Lazarov.

I The most recent contribution on this subject is by R. Parker in: S. Hornblower, E.
Matthews (edd.), Greek Personal Names, Oxford 2000, 53-79.

2 According to W. H. Roscher, Lexicon der griechischen und rémischen Mythologie
VII, Leipzig 1893. For Poscidon: aAifpextog, GAikpatop, dhpédov, aivkdg, dpyt-
0drhuooog, eivdAiog, évdhiog, Buldooiog, Bolacoouédwv, xopobudiic, pesordv-
T10¢, voupédov, mévriog, moviokpdtwp, moviontdwv, moviomocelddv, Lypouédwv,
vdatderg. For Aphrodite: avadvopévn, agpoyéverr, depoyeviis, dopo, Doiacooin,
Bodacoiyovog, movtic, movioyéveiw, movroyevviic. For Zeus: Aipevookdnog, mobunv.
For Dionysos: Oahacodpobog. Buhaosondpog. For Apollo: dxtiog; to this can be added
evpvaAog according to Hesychios. For Helios: &Aitpegng. For Pan: dixtiog, &AimAoyk-
10¢.

3 The translation is by H. L. Jones (Loeb), p. 195.

4 B, Bechtel, Die historischen Personennamen des Griechischen bis zur Kaizerzeit,
Halle 1917.
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L. Robert and O. Masson>. Recently our approach and study of the Greek onomasti-
con has been revolutionized thanks to the LGPN vols I-IIIB®.

The word 8dAocoa, that means sea in modern Greek also, and words derived from
it have been used as personal names; inspiration for the formation of names gave
some more words meaning also the sea as dAg, TéAoyog, ndviog, dkeovde (= open
sea), Alufv (= harbour) etc. Related to them are names connected to ships and navi-
gation such as E¥nlovg, EdnAoro, ITAod¢, and professions connected to the sea as
Nootog (= seaman), Nadopyog (= admiral), Aipévapyoc (= harbour-master) etc. All
these with their derivatives and compounds form a considerable category of names
attested all over the Greek world; not surprisingly their presence is stronger in the
Aegean islands, covered by volume I of the LGPN and in Attica covered by volume II
of the same work’. They are not in general very frequent names; many among them
are attested only one to three times. One of the most frequent is EbnAovg borne by 19
Athenians, and by 14 residents of S. Italy and Sicily. The observation that most of the
attestations of this name date from the imperial period led us to try to approach our
subject in chronological order.

The earliest Greek names have been read in the Linear B tablets and their presence
constitutes an additional evidence for the validity of M. Ventris’ decipherment of this
script as registering texts in Greek, since we know that Greek names had a meaning
corresponding to or derived from one word or from a combination of two words, as is
the case of compound names. There have been discussions on the origin of some of
the words connected with the sea and the seafaring and some are considered as non
indo-european, as having been inherited from the time of the Minoan Thalassocracy,
as e.g. the word thalassa®. This discussion is not important for our subject; what is
more important is to show some sides of the immense ability of the Greek language
to produce personal names.

We will present now the names read in the Linear B tablets that are relevant to our
subject: "Axtaiog (= coastal), IIévtiog and ITovtetc (= of the open sea), as names
derived from one word belong to the first category; to the second category belong
compound names containing words connected with ships and seafaring and em-

5 L. Robert’s work is full of observations on anthroponyms; more particularly see
»Index commenté de noms de personnes” in N. Firatli, Les stéles funéraires de Byzance
gréco-romaine, Paris 1964, 131-189 and Opera minora selecta 1-VII, Amsterdam 1969-
1990. Most of O. Masson’s collected articles can be found in Onomastica graeca selecta I-
II, Paris 1990, and III, Geneva 2000.

6 P. M. Fraser, E. Matthews (edd.), A Lexicon of Greek Personal Names I: The Aegean
Islands, Cyprus, Cyrenaica; II1.A: The Peloponnese, Western Greece, Sicily and Magna
Graecia; NIL.B: Central Greece: from Megarid to Thessaly, Oxford 1987-2000; II: (M. J.
Osborne, S. G. Byme [edd.]): Attica, Oxford 1994.

7 Unless otherwise indicated references in this paper are given to the respective
volumes of the above cited work, supra n. 6.

8 H. van Effenterre, La langage de la thalassocratie, in: R. Higg, N. Marinatos (edd.),
The Minoan Thalassocracy: Myth and Reality, Stockholm 1984, 55-57.
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phasising some good characteristics of them as E¥ndoog, E¥vavg, Navoikhéng,
"Qrdvoog (= fast ship)?.

Homer is the next rich source for early names connected with the sea. Homeric
names have been thoroughly classified and interpreted by Hans von Kamptz in a work
published in 198210,

From the word &A¢ (= sea) two persons are named “AAiog in the Homeric texts; in
the Iliad it is the name of a Lycian killed by Odysseus (Hom. Il. 5, 678), in the
Odyssey it is borne by one of the sons of the king of the Phaeacians Alkinoos (Hom.
Od. 8, 119. 370). Edpdadrog (= of the wide sea), ’Qrbdarog (= of the fast moving
sea), "Ayxladog (= near the sea), ’Apgioog (= with sea on both sides)!! are all names
of noble Phaeacians (Hom. Od. 8, 115. 127. 140. 158. 396. 400; 8, 111; 8, 112; 8,
114. 128). EvpboAog and "Ayyxiohog are also names of heroes in the Iliad (Hom. I1.
2, 565; 6, 20; 23, 677 und 5, 609).

From ndvtog (= open sea) are formed the names: ITovtetc, another Phaecian
(Hom. Od. 8, 113) and ITovtdvoog (= one who has the sea in his mind), the name of
the herald of king Alkinoos (Hom. Od. 7, 179. 182; 8, 65; 13, 50. 53).

From the word vod¢ (= ship) are derived: Nowtedc, another Phaeacian (Hom. Od.
8, 112) and the compound names NawBoAidng (vadc+BaAAm = shipowner) (Hom.
Il. 2, 518; Hom. Od. 8, 116), NowoiBoog (= with rapid ships), an appropriate name
for one of the sons of Poseidon who also was the father of king Alkinoos (Hom. Od.
6,7, 7, 56.62.63; 8, 565)12. This relationship of king Alkinoos to Poseidon is
certainly emphasized with the concentration of all these sea-meaning names in his
kingdom that, as an island, was surrounded by the sea. Nowoikd was the daughter of
the king (Hom. Od. 6-8), 'Axpbveag, ‘Avafpnoiveng, 'Exévnoc, were other Phae-
acians (Hom. Od. 8, 111; 8, 113; 7, 155 and 11, 342), as well as KAvtovnog (=
famous ship), the name of one more son of king Alkinoos (Hom. Od. 8, 119. 123).
Finally [ToAbvnog, also from the same island, owned, according to his name, many
ships (Hom. Od. 8, 114). It is not without interest to point out here that he was the
father of "Apgiadog (= with sea on both sides) (Hom. Od. 8, 114. 128), a feature that
manifests the persistence for sea-meaning names in the same family. E¥vnoc (= with
good ships), mentioned in the Iliad (Hom. Il. 7, 468; 23, 747), is another appropriate
name for the king of a maritime kingdom of the Aegean, that of Lemnos.

From parts of the ship, probably connected with the occupation of a person, some
more names were produced as 'EAatpedg that, according to Hesychios, is a thrice for-
ged iron which has been explained as meaning the handle of an oar!3, "Epetpetc (=

9 J. Chadwick, M. Ventris, Documents in Mycenaean Greek, Cambridge 21973, 92—
105; for more names as AiyidAtog, 'Apeiodog see P. Attinger, Les noms parlants des for-
gerons de Pylos, ZAnt 27 (1977) 55-75, esp. 73.

10 . von Kamptz, Homerische Personennamen, Goéttingen 1982.

I ¢f, supra n. 10.

12 Cf. N. M. Contoleon, Oi ‘Aewvadtor tiic Epetpiog, ArchEph (1963) 12.

13 Kamptz, Personennamen (s. n. 10) 123, 268.
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rower), [Tpvpvetg (= of the stern) and [pwpetg (= of the prow)!4; they are all present
in the Odyssey and are all borne by Phaeacians (Hom. Od. 8, 111. 129; Hom. Od. 8,
112; Hom. Od. 8, 112; Hom. Od. 8, 113).

We will now try to trace the above names in later in date sources in order to see
which of them survived from the archaic up to the Hellenistic period. Ebpbodog is the
name of a Spartan of the 7" century mentioned by Pausanias (4, 20, 8) in the de-
scription of the 2nd Messenian warl3; according to Hesychios it was also an epithet of
Apollo!6. The same and ’Ayyichog are the names of two Megarians of the 6% cen-
tury, listed in the same inscription. Nabtng (= seaman) is attested 6 times in Attica
in the 5 and 4! centuries, 3 times in Thessaly and 1 in Cyrene; NowotkAfic is well
documented in Attica with 13 attestations that start in the 5™ century; the same name
is borne by a theorodokos in Epidaurus and there is a NovPwAidog on a funerary
monument from Melos dated in the 4% century. ’Axzoiog and “AAiog are known in
Attica in the 4™ century B.C.; Pontios, also an epithet of Poseidon, and many
compounds of it, are attested in S. Italy from the Hellenistic period onl7.

Connected to these very ancient names are the feminine *AyyidAn from Samos of
the 5% century and “AAin attested 5 times in Kos in Hellenistic times. IapdAtog (=
by the sea) and [T&pakog are mostly known from Athens from the 5 century on. As
it was mentioned earlier the most frequent among these very ancient names, the name
EbmAovg, is known mostly from late in date records, mostly of the Roman imperial
period. Another ancient name the Homeric Qx0aAog (= of the fast moving sea)
survived only three times in one place, in Thera, also in A.D. dates, while Nowoiko
is the cognomen of a high priestess of the Achaean league in the 2" century A.D.
Taking into consideration the accidental nature of the finds on which we are basing our
observations we are aware that often it is not possible to draw conclusions about the
extent of time in which each individual name was in use, especially when dealing with
names that were not frequent. However there are indications on categories of names
and at least for some of the ones examined here an increase in their popularity is
observed as time progresses, due to the increase of the records in our disposal and, for
some names, due also to a change in taste for names, a subject to which will we
return later.

In an unpublished dissertation of 1979 by Anne Thompson, dealing with Greek
personal names attested from the archaic period to the beginning of the 4" century
B.C. in all regions, all the names with the element Nov-/Navoi-/-vemg have been
collected!®. 42 of them are compounds of Now-/Nowat- and 8 have -vow/-veng as a
second compound, as €.g. are the names "Apistovadtng, "Apyevodtng, Zocivewnd,

14 On these and more names derived from shipping see G. Neumann, Schiffahrt und
Seehandel im Spiegel altgriechischer Personennamen, BN 22 (1987) 1-10; cf. SEG 37
(1987) 1806.

15 P, Poralla, A Prosopography of Lacedaemonians, Chicago 21985, p. 57.

16 Cf, supra n. 2.

17" All references are to LGPN.

18 AA. Thompson, Studies in Greek Personal Names down to about 400 B.C., Ph. D.
Diss. Cambridge University 1979, 201-209, 297-301.



The Sea as a Factor for the Formation of Greek Personl Names 213

Lovovtng (the last two come from the wish for safety at sea), ®1lovading,
Dhdveag, Xapwvadng etc.!?. Thompson observed that for Attica, from which the
overwhelming majority of these names are known, there is evidence for the status of
some of the families among whom these names were popular; many among their
bearers had a connection to the sea, including three trierarchs, a master of slaves
serving in the army (meaning the rowers of the Athenian fleet), persons listed as
casualties of war, or as making a dedication to Poseidon or to Theseus, who is also
known to have been a hero of seafaring??. Now with the volumes of LGPN in our
disposal the popularity of the compounds of Noww-/Nowwot- names in Athens can be
better appreciated; there are 54 such compounds with most frequent among them the
name Nowiotpotog (= ship+army), a reflection of the Athenian sea-power and defi-
nitely an Athenian name, appearing in Attica 33 times from the 6" century on and
only very rarely elsewhere (twice in Rhodes, once in Siphnos and Epiros and once on
a funerary epigram from Mesambria dated in the 3" century)?!. Finally No:bxAnpoc (=
shipowner), a rare name of the same category, is attested quite late as the cognomen of
a Sinopeus honoured in Chersonnesos Taurike?2, but is certainly a much older name
as is shown by a NavkAopidog, attested in Boeotia already in the 5% century. Re-
lated in meaning to the above compounds of the word for ship is AéuBog (= boat),
attested once in Boeotia in the 61/5t% centuries; AéuBiov (= a small boat), probably
also an ancient name, we know exclusively from an attestation of the 2nd century
A.D. from Samos.

In the same in general category belong many other names not attested in earlier
sources but most probably as ancient as them. Analogous to the Homeric names
formed by words for a part of a ship are the names ‘lotiopyog (= sail master) and
Ediotiog (= with a good mast or sail); the first is known mostly from Sicely’s five
attestations, four of which are dated in the 5™ century; the second is attested only once
in Boeotia?3.

From the word £uropog that originally meant one who travels on a ship as a pas-
senger and quite early it also meant the trader, the merchant, some more names were
formed. 'Epmopimv is known from Athens from as early as the 6t century B.C. and a
little later from Lesbos; the earliest attestation of "Epunopog comes from Boeotia,
where also the feminine "Epropig is attested. Finally "Epropixkdg, the most frequent of
all these is known only from 10 attestations from Athens, all of late date24.

There is a unique appearance of the name ©dAatto in the 5t century; it was the
name of a prostitute who inspired the comic poet Diokles, probably an Athenian, to

19 Thompson, Studies (s. n. 18) 297-301; Xapwvod1ng, not included in Thompson, is
borne by six Athenians from the 4™ century on; see also Bechtel, Personennamen (s. n. 4)
325-327.

20 Thompson, Studies (s. n. 18) 207.

2L LGPN 1 and ITIA; IGBR 1 343 septies.

22 JosPE 11 72.

23 LGPN T1.A and TILB s.v. ‘Totiopyog.

24 Names ending in -tkog were popular in late sources, cf. the reverse index of H. Solin,
Die griechischen Personennamen 111, Berlin, New York 1982, 1415-1416.
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write a play entitled by her name25. Derived from it are the names QuAacoic
QuAdootog, and Ouhaccinv?9; they are all quite rare but their appearance covers an
extended time span. There is a @oAacoic in Athens in the 4t century B.C. while
®aAdootog is known from Christian inscriptions found in Syria, in Thessalonike and
in Maroneia of the 5% and 6% centuries A.D.27. Kvpatiov (= small wave) is a charm-
ing feminine name connected with the sea that seems unique and is known from the
funerary monument of an Herakleotis buried in Athens?8,

The word AMpfv (= harbour) was also used as a name (Aypfv)2? as well as some
names derived from it; they are rare names appearing once or twice mostly late. Their
late date is probably accidental since one of them Aipevodyog (= the holder of the
harbour) is attested in Megara at the end of the 6% cent. B.C. and another compound
"EAMpEVIOG (= in the harbour), is known at the same time for a Thasian. Ayfviog is
the name of an Athenian player of cithara of the 27 cent. B.C., Awpuévapyoc (=
harbour master) is known only once from a Thessalian list of names of the 3™ cen-
tury; other names as Aipévdog, Aipévn, Aypéviog we know from sources of the
Roman imperial period3, as well as compounds meaning a good harbour as EOMi-
pevog and EvApévne3l.

This presentation of the words connected with the sea that contributed to the
formation of personal names is not meant to be exhaustive; one more example is
going to be added here, the word néAayog (= open sea). [ledlaytio, [Teddytog,
[eAdyig, are derived from it, all of late date, attested mostly in S. Ttaly and Sicily;
with them we come closer to another phase in the history of the Greek names that of
the Greek names that were in use in the Roman world. We can isolate the ones
connected with the sea thanks to the work of H. Solin on the Greek personal names of
Rome32. It was in Rome and almost exclusively in inscriptions written in Latin that
some of the names discussed already became very popular. Pelagia is attested 62
times, in sources dating from the time of Augustus to the 4" century A.D., an
extremely frequent name, taking into consideration that feminine names are in general
less frequent because references to women were fewer; it was borne among others by a
woman of the senatorial class, by many free born women and some slaves33. Other

25 Athen. 13, 567c; G. Kaibel, Diokles 46, RE V (1903) 796-797.

26 According to LGPN: ®oAaootic: twice in Cyrenaica, once in Athens; OuAdootoc:
once in S. Italy, add also infra n. 27; Ochacciov: twice in Samothrace, once in Athens.

27 SEG 40 (1990) 1759, 1773; D. Feissel, Recueil des inscriptions chrétiennes de
Macédoine (BCH Suppl. VIII), Paris 1983, 164b; SEG 47 (1997) 1073.

28 IG 112 8707, see also O. Masson, Remarques sur les noms de femmes en grec, MH 47
(1990) 136 = OGS I 100; KvpoatoBéo (= looking at the waves) is the name of a Nereid and
should not have been included in LGPN IIIA; cf. LIMC VI, 1 160.

29 LGPN 1IA once in Epiros once in S. Italy.

30 In LGPN: AwuévSac: once in Thasos, Aipwévn: once in S. Italy, Awpéviog: once in
Thessaly.

31 In LGPN: EdAipevoc: once in Thera, Athens and Illyria, four times in S. Italy;
EdAwévng: once in S. Italy.

32 Solin, Personennamen (s. n. 24) I-III.

33 Solin, Personennamen (s. n. 24) II 977-978; id. Die stadtromischen Sklavennamen
11, Stuttgart 1996, 483-484. See also PIR % 688 for lulia Pelagia clarissima femina.
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frequent names in Rome are Pelagius (21 times), Thalassa (25), Euplous and Euplia
(29 times each)34.

Comparisons made to similar in meaning names of the Latin onomasticon such as
Marinus and Marina, Aequoreus, Marinia, Marininianus/-na, Maritimus/-ma, Mariti-
mianus and those connected to the shores: Litorius and Litorinus showed two things:
that they are very limited in number compared to the Greek ones and less popular than
the Greek ones; only the first two, Marinus and Marina, were frequent names3>.

Parallel to the extended use of ancient Greek names and the revival of some of
them that characterizes the onomasticon of the Greco-Roman world there is also a new
taste for heroic names3®, including names derived from divinities connected to the sea
like Nmpebg and 'Qxeavog and their mythical daughters, the Nereids and the Oceanids,
bearing numerous beautiful names, a subject that exceeds the limits of this paper.
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48, Vasileos Constantinou Avenue

GR-11635 Athens

34 According to Solin, Personennamen (s. n. 24) 11 976, 1132-1133, 855, III 1223—
1224.

35 I. Kajanto, The Latin Cognomina, Helsinki 1965, 308.

36 On the new trends in the onomasticon of the Roman period see L. Robert, Les
gladiateurs dans I’Orient grec, Paris 1940, 298-302; see also A. B. Tataki, Ancient Beroea:
Prosopography and Society (Meletemata 8), Athens 1988, 367 and n. 271, 371, 378, 385
and n. 364, 386.



