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ARGYRO B. TATAKI 

The Sea as a Factor for the Formation 
of Greek Personal N ames 

The imposing presence of the sea and the admiration for it is reflected in Greek mytho­
logy, visual arts and literature; the relation of many Greek gods to the sea has been 
expressed with a long series of epithets that emphasize this connection as weIl as with 
the formation of many personal names derived from their names, the numerous 
theophoric names easily recognizable1 . Most of the epithets describe Poseidon, the 
primary sea divinity; they are followed by those for Aphrodite. Zeus, Dionysos, 
Apollo, Helios etc. also have a share in the list of epithets formed by words connected 
with the sea2. 

Of the many references to the sea in c1assical Greek texts I chose, as an appropriate 
introduction to my subject, to quote for you Strabo's lively description of the waving 
of the sea: "the sea is like animated beings, and, just as they in haIe and exhale their 
breath unremittingly, so in like manner the sea too is subject to a certain recurrent 
motion that proceeds from itself and returns to itself unremittingly" (1,3,8)3. 

Greeks have exhibited an immense, an endless imagination in the formation of 
personal names. The c1assification of Greek anthroponyms according to their meaning 
we owe to F. Bechtel's basic work, published in 1917 and still a precious guide for 
those who study the Greek personal names4 . Much work on the subject has been added 
in more recent years and our knowledge has been greatly enlarged by the accumulation 
of many new personal names attested in more recent epigraphic publications and the 
studies on them by eminent scholars, to mention only the great contributions by 

This is an extended version of a paper read in the International Conference "Ancient 
Civilisations and the Sea", Varna, October 13-15,2004, in honour of Prof. M. Lazarov. 

I The most recent contribution on this subject is by R. Parker in: S. Hornblower, E. 
Matthews (edd.), Greek Personal Names, Oxford 2000, 53-79. 

2 According to W. H. Roseher, Lexicon der griechischen und römischen Mythologie 
VII, Leipzig 1893. For Poseidon: ixMßPEKtO<;, <XA.lKpO:tc.op, a.A.tJlEÖc.oV, &A.\)KO<;, O:PX1-
8aA.cxcroo<;, Ei vaA.to<;, eveXA.to<;, 8ClÄeXcroto<;, 8ClÄUOOOJlEÖc.oV, KUJlo8a/)~<;, JlEO'01tOV­
tto<;, vauJlE8c.ov, 1tOVtto<;, 1tOVtOKpatc.op, 1tOVtOJlEÖc.oV, 1tOVt01tOOEtÖ&V, UYPOJlEÖc.oV, 
MCltOW;. Für Aphrodilc: O:vaÖUOJlEVl1 . O:q>poYEV eta, 0:<ppOyev11<;, O:q>pcl>, 9ClMxOOCllll. 
8aÄo:O'olYOVO<;, 1tov'tta, 1tOVtOYEVElCl, 1tOVtOYEVV~C;. For Zeus: A.IJlEVOcrK01tOC;, nu9Ili,v . 
For Dionysos: 9ClAacrcr{)Jlo8o<;, 0O:/cIlO'cronopo<;. For Apollo: aK'tIO<;; 10 thiS C<l11 be added 
EupuaAo<; according to Hesychios. For Helios: a.AttPEq>"<;. For Pan: &K'ttO<;, a.At1tAaYK­
to<;. 

3 The lnlnsllllion is by H. L. Jones (Lo b), p. 195. 
4 F. Beehtel, Die historischen PerSOllelll1amen des Griechischen bis zur Kaizerzeit, 

Halle 1917. 
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L. Robert and O. Masson5. Recently our approach and study of the Greek onomasti­
con has been revolutionized thanks to the LGPN vols I-IlIB6. 

The word 8aAaaaa, that means sea in modem Greek also, and words derived from 
it have been used as personal names; inspiration for the formation of names gave 
some more words meaning also the sea as CiA<;, 1tEAayo<;, 1tov'to<;, rol(Eavo<; (= open 
sea), AL/.!llv (= harbour) etc. Related to them are names connected to ships and navi­
gation such as EÜ1tAOU<;, EÜ1tAOta, ITAOU<;, and professions connected to the sea as 
Na{Ha<; (= seaman), Nauapxo<; (= admiral), A1l!EVapxo<; (= harbour-master) etc. All 
these with their derivatives and compounds form a considerable category of names 
attested all over the Greek world; not surprisingly their presence is stronger in the 
Aegean islands, covered by volume I of the LGPN and in Attica covered by volume 11 
of the same work7. They are not in general very frequent names; many among them 
are attested only one to three times. One of the most frequent is EÜ1tAOU<; borne by 19 
Athenians, and by 14 residents of S.ltaly and Sicily. The observation that most of the 
attestations of this name date from the imperial period led us to try to approach our 
subject in chronological order. 

The earliest Greek names have been read in the Linear B tab lets and their presence 
constitutes an additional evidence for the validity of M. Ventris' decipherment of this 
script as registering texts in Greek, since we know that Greek names had a meaning 
corresponding to or derived from one word or from a combination of two words, as is 
the case of compound names. There have been discussions on the origin of some of 
the words connected with the sea and the seafaring and some are considered as non 
indo-european, as having been inherited from the time of the Minoan Thalassocracy, 
as e.g. the word thalassa8. This discussion is not important for our subject; what is 
more important is to show some sides of the immense ability of the Greek language 
to produce personal names. 

We will present now the names read in the Linear B tab lets that are relevant to our 
subject: 'AK'tato<; (= coastal), ITOV'tlo<; and ITOV'tEU<; (= of the open sea), as names 
derived from one word belong to the first category; to the second category belong 
compound names containing words connected with ships and seafaring and em-

5 L. Robert's work is fuH of observations on anthroponyms; more particularly see 
"Index commente de noms de personnes" in N. Flrath, Les steles funeraires de Byzance 
greco-romaine, Paris 1964, 131-189 and Opera minora selecta I-VII, Amsterdam 1969-
1990. Most of O. Masson's collected articles can be found in Onomastica graeca selecta I­
rr, Paris 1990, and m, Geneva 2000. 

6 P. M. Fraser, E. Matthews (edd.), A Lexicon of Greek Personal Names I: The Aegean 
lslands, Cyprus, Cyrenaica; lILA: The Peloponnese, Western Greece, Sicily and Magna 
Graecia; m.B: Central Greece: from Megarid to Thessaly, Oxford 1987-2000; II: (M. 1. 
Osborne, S. G. Byrne [edd.]): Attica, Oxford 1994. 

7 Unless otherwise indicated references in this paper are given to the respective 
volumes of the above cited work, supra n. 6. 

8 H. van Effenterre, La langage de la thalassocratie, in: R. Hägg, N. Marinatos (edd.), 
The Minoan Thalassocracy: Myth and Reality, Stockholm 1984, 55-57. 



The Sea as a Factor for the Formation of Greek Personl Names 211 

phasising somc good eharacteristies of them as EÜnAOO<;, Eüvau<;, NauO"u.:AEll<;, 
'.QKUvaO<; (= fast hip)9. 

Homer is the next rich souree for early names eonneeted with the sea. Homerie 
names have been thoroughly classified and interpreted by Hans von Kamptz in a work 
published in 198210. 

From the word <XA<; (= sea) two persons are named "AALO<; in the Homerie texts; in 
the Iliad it is the name of a Lyeian killed by Odysseus (Horn. Il. 5, 678), in the 
Odyssey it is borne by one of the sons of the king of the Phaeacians Alkinoos (Horn. 
Od. 8, 119. 370). EupuaAo<; (= of the wide sea), '.QKuaAo<; (= of the fast moving 
sea), 'AniaAo<; (= near the sea), 'AllIpiaAo<; (= with sea on both sides)ll are all names 
of noble Phaeacians (Horn . Od. 8, 115. 127. 140. 158.396.400; 8, 111; 8, 112; 8, 
114. 128). EupuaAo<; and 'AniaAo<; are also names of heroes in the Iliad (Horn. 11. 
2,565; 6,20; 23, 677 und 5, 609). 

Frorn noV'to<; (= open sea) are formed the names: ITOVtEU<;, another Phaecian 
(Horn. Od. 8, 113) and ITovtovoo<; (= one who has the sea in his mind), the name of 
the herald of king Alkinoos (Horn. Od. 7, 179. 182; 8,65; 13,50.53). 

From the word vau<; (= ship) are derived: NaU'tEu<;, another Phaeaeian (Horn. Od. 
8, 112) and the compound names NaußoAtOll<; (vau<;+ß&AAro = shipowner) (Horn. 
Il. 2,518; Horn. Od . 8, 116), NauO"LSoo<; (= with rapid ships), an appropriate name 
for one of the sons of Poseidon who also was the father of king Alkinoos (Horn. Od. 
6,7; 7,56.62.63; 8,565)12. This relationship of king Alkinoos to Poseidon is 
certainly emphasized with the concentration of all these sea-meaning names in his 
kingdom that, as an island, was surrounded by the sea. NauO"tKu was the daughter of 
the king (Horn. Od. 6-8), 'AKPOVEro<;, 'AvaßllO"LvEro<;, 'EXEV1l0<;, were other Phae­
acians (Hom. Od. 8,111; 8, 113; 7,155 and 11,342), as weH as KAUtOV1l0<; (= 
famous ship), the name of one more son of king Alkinoos (Horn. Od. 8, 119. 123). 
FinaHy I1oAUV1l0<;, also from the same island, owned, aceording to his name, many 
ships (Horn. Od. 8, 114). It is not without interest to point out here that he was the 
father of 'Af.L<piaAo<; (= with sea on both sides) (Horn. Od. 8, 114. 128), a feature that 
manifests the persistence for sea-meaning names in the same family. Eüvllo<; (= with 
good ships), mentioned in the Iliad (Hom. 11. 7,468; 23,747), is another appropriate 
name for the king of a maritime kingdom of the Aegean, that of Lemnos. 

From parts of the ship, probably eonneeted with the oeeupation of aperson, some 
more names were produced as 'EAatPEU<; that, aecording to Hesyehios, is a thrice for­
ged iron whieh has been explained as meaning the handle of an oar13 , 'EPE'tf.LEU<; (= 

9 1. Chadwick, M. Ventris, Documents in Mycenaean Greek, Cambridge 21973, 92-
105; for more names as Aiyt<lA.to<;, 'Af.L<piuA.o<; see P. Attinger, Les noms parlants des Jor­
gerons de Pylo.I' , ZAnt 27 (1977) 55-75 , esp. 73 . 

10 H. von KampIz. Homerische Persol/el/lwmen, Göttingen 1982. 
11 f. supra 11 . 10. 
12 Cf. N . M. Conto leon, Oi 'Anvauml -rfit; 'Epe-rpiat;, ArchEph (1963) 12. 
13 Kamptz, Personennamen (s. n. 10) 123,268. 
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rower), ITpuIlV€U<; (= of the stern) and ITpOOP€u<; (= of the prow)14; they are aH present 
in the Odyssey and are aH borne by Phaeacians (Horn. Od. 8, 111.129; Horn. Od. 8, 
112; Horn. Od. 8, 112; Horn. Od. 8, 113). 

We will now try to trace the above names in later in date sources in order to see 
which of them survived from the archaie up to the HeHenistic period. EupuaAo<; is the 
name of a Spartan of the 7th century mentioned by Pausanias (4, 20, 8) in the de­
scription of the 2nd Messenian war15 ; according to Hesychios it was also an epithet of 
ApoHo16. The same and 'A'YXtaAo<; are the names of two Megarians of the 6th cen­
tury, listed in the same inscription. N au·tl)<; (= seaman) is attested 6 times in Attica 
in the 5th and 4th centuries, 3 times in Thessaly and 1 in Cyrene; NauO'tKAl1<; is weH 
documented in Attica with 13 attestations that start in the 5th century; the same name 
is borne by a theorodokos in Epidaurus and there is a NaußooAtOa<; on a funerary 
monument from Melos dated in the 4th century. 'AK'ta'io<; and "AAW<; are known in 
Attica in the 4th century B .e.; Pontios, also an epithet of Poseidon, and many 
compounds of it, are attested in S. Italy from the Hellenistic period on 17. 

Connected to these very ancient names are the feminine 'A'YXUlATJ from Samos of 
the 5th century and 'AAtTJ attested 5 times in Kos in Hellenistic times. ITapaAw<; (= 
by the sea) and ITapaAo<; are mostly known from Athens from the 5th century on. As 
it was mentioned earlier the most frequent among these very ancient names, the name 
EÜ1tAOU<;, is known mostly from late in date records, mostly of the Roman imperial 
period. Another ancient name the Homeric '~2KuaAo<; (= of the fast moving sea) 
survived only three times in one place, in Thera, also in A.D. dates, while Nau(JtKu 
is the cognomen of a high priestess of the Achaean league in the 2nd century A.D. 
Taking into consideration the accidental nature of the finds on which we are basing our 
observations we are aware that often it is not possible to draw conclusions about the 
extent of time in which each individual name was in use, especially when dealing with 
names that were not frequent. However there are indications on categories of names 
and at least far some of the ones examined here an increase in their popularity is 
observed as time progresses, due to the increase of the records in our disposal and, for 
some names, due also to a change in taste for names, a subject to which will we 
return later. 

In an unpublished dissertation of 1979 by Anne Thompson, dealing with Greek 
personal names attested from the archaic period to the beginning of the 4th century 
B.e. in all regions, all the names with the element Nau-/NauO't-I-v€oo<; have been 
collected18 . 42 of them are compounds of Nau-/Nau(Jt- and 8 have -vau/-v€oo<; as a 
second compound, as e.g. are the names 'AP10''tOVa'\)'tTJ<;, 'Apx€vau'tTJ<;, LOOO'tvtOO<;, 

14 On these and more names derived from shipping see G. Neumann, Schiffahrt und 
Seehandel im Spiegel altgriechischer Personennamen, BN 22 (1987) 1-10; cf. SEG 37 
(1987) 1806. 

15 P. Poralla, A Prosopography of Lacedaemonians. Chicago 21985 , p. 57. 
16 Cf. supra n. 2. 
17 All references are to LGPN. 
18 A.-A. Thompson, Studies in Greek Personal Names down to about 400 B.C., Ph. D. 

Diss. Cambridge University 1979,201-209,297-301. 
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I;Olva{)'tl1<; (Ihe last two eome fr01l1 the wish for afety at sea), <I>tAOvau'tl1<;, 
<I>tA6vero<;, XaplVau1:11<; ete.I9 . Thompson observed that for Attiea, from whieh the 
overwhelming majority of these names are known, there is evidenee for the status of 
some of the families among whom these names were popular; many among their 
bearers had a eonneetion to the sea, including three trierarehs, a master of slaves 
serving in the army (meaning the rowers of the Athenian fleet), persons listed as 
easualties of war, or as making a dedication to Poseidon or to Theseus, who is also 
known to have been a hero of seafaring20 . Now witb the volumes of LGPN in our 
disposal the popularity of the eompounds of Nau-/Naucrt- names in Athens ean be 
better appreeiated; there are 54 such eompounds with most frequent among them the 
name Naulo'tpa'to<; (= ship+army), a refleetion of the Athenian sea-power and defi­
nitely an Athenian name, appearing in Attiea 33 times from the 6th eentury on and 
only very rarely elsewhere (twice in Rhodes, onee in Siphnos and Epiros and onee on 
a funerary epigram from Mesambria dated in the 3rd eentury)2l. Finally NauKAl1Po<; (= 
shipowner), a rare name of the same eategory, is attested quite late as the eognomen of 
a Sinopeus honoured in Chersonnesos Taurike22 , but is eertainly a mueh older name 
as is shown by a NauKAapioa<;, attested in Boeotia already in the 5th eentury. Re­
lated in meaning to the above eompounds of the word for ship is AE~l3o<; (= boat), 
attested onee in Boeotia in the 6th/5 th eenturies; AE~l3tOV (= a small boat), probably 
also an aneient name, we know exclusively from an attestation of the 2nd eentury 
A.D. from Samos. 

In the same in general eategory belong many other names not attested in earlier 
sourees but most probably as aneient as them. Analogous to tbe Homerie names 
formed by words for apart of a sbip are tbe names 'Io'tiapxo<; (= sail master) and 
Euio'tlo<; (= with a good mast or sail); the first is known mostly from Sieely's five 
attestations, four of whieb are dated in the 5th eentury; tbe seeond is attested only onee 
in Boeotia23 . 

From the word E~1tOPO<; tbat originally meant one who travels on a sbip as a pas­
senger and quite early it also meant tbe trader, tbe merehant, some more names were 
formed. 'E~1topiO)v is known from Athens from as early as the 6th eentury B.C. and a 
little later from Lesbos; the earliest attestation of "E~1topo<; comes from Boeotia, 
where also tbe feminine 'E~1topi<; is attested. Finally 'EI!1tOPtK6<;, the most frequent of 
all these is known only from 10 attestations from Athens, all of late date24. 

There is a unique appearanee of the name E>aAa't'ta in the 5th eentury; it was tbe 
name of a prostitute wbo inspired the eomie poet Diokles, probably an Athenian, to 

19 Thompson, Studies (s. n. 18) 297-301; X(X.ptva:u'tll~, not included in Thompson, is 
borne by six Athenians from the 4 th century on; see also Bechtel, Personennamen (s. n. 4) 
325-327. 

20 Thompson, $fl/tlies (s. n. 18) 207. 
21 LGPN 1 and lilA; IGBR 1343 seplies. 
22 I().\'PE 11 72. 
23 LGPN lILA aud m.B s.v. 'Icr'tiapxo~. 
24 Names ending in -tKO~ were popular in Iate sourees, cf. the reverse index of H. Solin, 

Die griechischen Personennamen III, Berlin, New York 1982, 1415-1416. 
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write a play entitled by her name25 . Derived from it are the names 8aAaaoi<; 
8aMiooto<;, and 8aAaooimv26; they are aH quite rare but their appearance covers an 
extended time span. There is a 8aAaooi<; in Athens in the 4th century B.e. while 
8aAUOato<; is known from Christian inscriptions found in Syria, in Thessalonike and 
in Maroneia of the 5th and 6th centuries A.DP. KUlLunov (= smaH wave) is a charm­
ing feminine name connected with the sea that seems unique and is known from the 
funerary monument of an Herakleotis buried in Athens28 . 

The word AtlLl)V (= harbour) was also used as a name (AtlLl)V)29 as weH as some 
names derived from it; they are rare names appearing once or twice mostly late. Their 
late date is probably accidental since one of them AtILEVOUXO<; (= the holder of the 
harbour) is attested in Megara at the end ofthe 6th cent. B.e. and another compound 
'EAAtILEVto<; (= in the harbour), is known at the same time for a Thasian. AtlLl)Vto<; is 
the name of an Athenian player of cithara of the 2nd cent. B.C., AtlLEVapxo<; (= 
harbour master) is known only once from a Thessalian list of names of the 3rd cen­
tury; other names as AtILEvÖa<;, AtILEVll, AtILEVto<; we know from sources of the 
Roman imperial period30 , as weIl as compounds meaning a good harbour as EUAi­
ILEVO<; and EUAtILEVll<;31. 

This presentation of the words connected with the sea that contributed to the 
formation of personal names is not meant to be exhaustive; one more example is 
going to be added here, the word 1tEAayo<; (= open sea). ITEAayia, IIEAUYto<;, 
IIEAuyt<;, are derived from it, aB of late date, attested mostly in S. Italy and Sicily; 
with them we come doser to another phase in the history of the Greek names that of 
the Greek names that were in use in the Roman world. We can isolate the ones 
connected with the sea thanks to the work of H. Solin on the Greek personal names of 
Rome32 . It was in Rome and almost exdusively in inscriptions written in Latin that 
some of the names discussed already became very popular. Pelagia is attested 62 
times, in sources dating from the time of Augustus to the 4th century A.D., an 
extremely frequent name, taking into consideration that feminine names are in general 
less frequent because references to women were fewer; it was borne among others by a 
woman of the senatorial dass, by many free born women and some slaves33 . Other 

25 Athen. 13, 567e; G. Kaibel, Diokles 46, RE V (1903) 796-797. 
26 Aeeording to LGPN: E>aAacrcri~: twiee in Cyrenaiea, onee in Athens; E>aA&crcrto~: 

onee in S. Italy , add also infra n. 27; E>aAacrcrirov : twiee in Samothraee, onee in Athens . 
27 SEG 40 (1990) 1759, 1773; D. Feissel, Recueil des inscriptions chretiennes de 

Macedoine (BCH Suppl. VIII), Paris 1983, 164b; SEG 47 (1997) 1073. 
28 JG n2 8707; see also O. Masson, Remarques sur les noms de femmes en grec, MH 47 

(1990) 136 = aGS III 100; KUlla'tOeEa (= looking at the waves) is the name of a Nereid and 
should not have been inc1uded in LGPN IIIA; cf. LlMC VI, 1 160. 

29 LGPN IIIA onee in Epiros onee in S. Italy. 
30 In LGPN: AtIlEvoa~: onee in Thasos, AtIlEVl'\ : onee in S. Italy, AtIlEVto~: onee in 

Thessaly. 
31 In LGPN: EUAiIlEVO~: onee in Thera, Athens and Illyria, four times in S. Italy; 

EUAtIlEVl'\~: onee in S. Italy. 
32 Solin, Personennamen (s. n. 24) I-III. 
33 Solin , Personennamen (s. n. 24) II 977-978; id. Die stadtrömischen Sklavennamen 

II, Stuttgart 1996,483-484. See also PlR 2688 for Iulia Pelagia clarissimafemina. 
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frequent names in Rome are Pelagius (21 times), Thalassa (25), Euplous and Euplia 
(29 times each)34. 

Comparisons made to similar in meaning names of the Latin onomasticon such as 
Marinus and Marina, Aequoreus, Marinia, Marininianusl-na, Maritimusl-ma, Mariti­
mianus and those connected to the shores: Litorius and Litorinus showed two things: 
that they are very limited in number compared to the Greek ones and less popular than 
the Greek ones; only the first two, Marinus and Marina, were frequent names35 . 

Parallel to the extended use of ancient Greek names and the revival of some of 
them that characterizes the onomasticon of the Greco-Roman world there is also a new 
taste for heroic names36, including names derived from divinities connected to the sea 
like NllPEUC; and 'QKEaVOC; and their mythical daughters, the Nereids and the Oceanids, 
bearing numerous beautiful names, a subject that exceeds the limits of this paper. 
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34 According to Solin, Personennamen (s. n. 24) Il 976, 1132-1133, 855, III 1223-
1224. 

35 I. Kajanto, The Latin ogllOl/l.in(l, Helsinki 1965, 308. 
36 On the new trends in lhe nomasticon of the Roman period see L. Robert, Les 

gladiateurs dans l'Orient grec, Paris 1940,298-302; see also A. B. Tataki, Ancient Beroea: 
Prosopographyand Society (Meletemata 8), Athens !988, 367 and n. 271, 371, 378, 385 
and n. 364, 386. 


