| ,,,Orr,q*l mu;,
_,,";-'J'“":!"'](d('\,)(- IR0 «);l
oC AP :m‘TQ*
f-)Jaril!r I'ﬁ

T C HE

—

ALNE '

Beitrige zur Alten Geschichte
Papyrologie und Epigraphik

Herausgegeben von

Gerhard Dobesch, Hermann Harrauer
Band 17, 2002 Peter Siewert und Ekkehard Weber

rbt%] ﬁ‘{
#c‘ rr*?"-

ﬁu’" i '

ﬂffmwnrtmﬁfn




Papyrologie und Epigraphik




TYCHE

Beitrige zur Alten Geschichte,
Papyrologie und Epigraphik

Band 17

2002

H O L Z H A U S E N




Herausgegeben von:

Gerhard Dobesch, Hermann Harrauer, Peter Siewert und Ekkehard Weber

Gemeinsam mit:

Wolfgang Hameter, Bemhard Palme und Hans Taeuber

Unter Beteiligung von:
Reinhold Bichler, Herbert Gra8l, Sigrid Jalkotzy und Ingomar Weiler

Redaktion:
Franziska Beutler, Sandra Hodecek, Bettina Leiminger, Georg Rehrenbock
und Patrick Sénger
Zuschriften und Manuskripte erbeten an:

Redaktion TYCHE, c/o Institut fiir Alte Geschichte, Universitdt Wien, Dr. Karl Lueger-Ring 1,
A-1010 Wien. Eingesandte Manuskripte konnen nicht zurlickgeschickt werden.
Bei der Redaktion einlangende wissenschaftliche Werke werden angezeigt.

Auslieferung:

Holzhausen Verlag GmbH, Kaiserstra3e 84/1/4, A-1070 Wien
maggoschitz@holzhausen.at
Gedruckt auf holz- und sdurefreiem Papier.

Umschlag: IG 112 2127 (Ausschnitt) mit freundlicher Genehmigung des Epigraphischen Museums in
Athen, Inv.-Nr. 8490, und P.Vindob. Barbara 8.

© 2003 by Holzhausen Verlag GmbH, Wien

Bibliografische Information Der Deutschen Bibliothek
Die Deutsche Bibliothek verzeichnet diese Publikation in der
Deutschen Nationalbibliografie; detaillierte bibliografische Daten sind
im Internet tiber http://dnb.ddb.de abrufbar

Eigenttimer und Verleger: Holzhausen Verlag GmbH, Kaiserstrafie 84/1/4, A-1070 Wien. Herausgeber:
Gerhard Dobesch, Hermann Harrauer, Peter Siewert und Ekkehard Weber,
c/o Institut fiir Alte Geschichte, Universitit Wien, Dr. Karl Lueger-Ring 1, A-1010 Wien.
e-mail: hans.tacuber@univie.ac.at oder Bernhard.Palme@onb.ac.at
Hersteller: Holzhausen Druck & Medien GmbH, Holzhausenplatz 1, A-1140 Wien.
Verlagsort: Wien. — Herstellungsort: Wien. — Printed in Austria.

ISBN 3-900518-03-3

Alle Rechte vorbehalten.




INHALTSVERZEICHNIS

Petra Amann (Wien): Das konstantinische ,,Reskript von Hispellum*
(CIL XI 5265) und seine Aussagekraft fiir die etrusko-umbrischen Be-

zichungen (Tafel 1-3) i §3 siam.0i0 s sibo s omn o neo s va e oo s
Roger S.Bagnall (New York), Klaas A. Worp (Amsterdam) The
Receipt for Wheat from Abusir . . ... o WA e e e 8 oo e /ain
Michel Christol (Paris), Thomas D rew-Bear (Lyon): Le *tutor
cessionarius de TTalleS « s« « s o0 o0 o wiwmins = sgs eaiares sewwans ;
Gerhard Dobesch (Wien): Caesars Urteil iiber Ciceros Bedeutung —
Gedanken zu Cic. Brut. 253 und Plin. n. . 7,117 « s s s e e v v v e a s e 6@
Gerhard Do besch (Wien): Noch einmal der Tod des Kaisers Claudius in
der Apokolokyntosis ais 's sismmims.e v e e o $:0 sresesiniose srosp e miom
R. Malcolm Errington (Marburg): A Note on the Augustal Prefect of
Egyptece sois 5 w5005 sis:0 saace ssessssesssassssesss s anse
Hans Forster (Wien): ,Ich habe gehort: Du bist betriibt“ — Ein Text aus
dem Schenute-Archiv (P.Vindob. K 4716) (Tafel 4) v v v e vt v v evenns
Nikolaos Gonis (Oxford): Studies on the Aristocracy of Late Antique
Oxyrhynchus (Tafel 5) s seicusaoss siaessin i wleive e Sula S
Hermann Harrauer, Federico Morelli (Wien): Eine bisher uner-
kannte mathematische Aufgabe (Tafel 6) ....ccveeeenoaacans oo
Elisabeth Kosmetatou (Leuven): Remarks on a Delphic Ptolemaic
Dynastic Group Monument « ... ... ..« SO BT TR e
Barnabas L 6 rincz (Budapest): Amiciin Pannonien . ....eeeveawse

Fritz Mitthof (Wien): Munatidius Merula, ritterlicher Procurator und
stellvertretender Dioiket der Provinz Agypten im Jahre 201 n. Chr.?
(Tafel 6-7) v v v enunnnn s b e eten 5 wshimie wials leielaiataie e Selee

Marjeta Sasel Kos (Ljubljana): The Festival of Carna at Emona (Tafel
8) s evave waies o WS erd i s TSRS o BB bl S, simiers e e

Marjeta Sasel Kos (Ljubljana): The Noarus River in Strabo’s Geo-
BYADRY s o .5 55 5 % i0io:0:0, 410 @206 91088, 00,8 Fiwi BEIEIS @19 BOLENTHIEN B0WIEH

Paul Schubert (Neuchitel): P Gen. IT 99 et les archives d’Eutychides
fils de Sarapion «...cvvuun e L B o T eee aalaTa, T i

Giacomo S cibona (Messina): Due note a I.G XIV 352 ...........

Alexander S im a (Heidelberg): Plinius rat. hist. XII 63 und das Steuerwe-
sen im antiken Hadramawt .« « . v v 4 v o seasassnae sesssanass e

Gédbor S z1dvik (Budapest): Althistorische Forschungen in Ungarn von
der zweiten Hiilfte des Jahres 2000 bis Ende 2001 .. vvvuvennnnann

Dieter Weber (Gottingen): Eine spitsassanidische Rechtsurkunde aus
BOYDIBIN 5 o smsmarsacr o0 SR AN, S SRS B 5 5 & & o w008

Franz Winter (Wien): Die dokumentarlschen Papyri Agyptens und dle
Septuaginta: Studien zu 2KON «avats ».asreie @ sine o sle's aiaia 5a Siae»:e7ae

Franziska Beutler, Martina Pes dltschek Ekkehard Weber
(Wien): Annona eplgraphlca Austriaca 2001-2002: TeXt +.sewews .

29

31

39

63

69

79

85

99

103

113

121

129

145

155
159

165

175

185

193

205




VI Inhaltsverzeichnis

TIACX o soinnm, i wswyi o By A RS NN R, A MRS Se 231
KONKOTAANZED s, sr85i6 5505100 b b @i a1 Ga6, 5707001075, B s R s aeTe. aieVe's 235

Bemerkungen zu Papyri XV (Korr. Tyche 397-489) . v v v vt vv v nneenns 241

Buchbesprechungen « .o veeveeeeneeeeeeneerancannanaans cees 263
Emst Baltrusch,Sparta. Geschichte, Gesellschaft, Kultur (Beck’sche Reihe 2083),
Miinchen 1998 (P. Siewert: 263) — Walter B u r k e r t, Kulte des Altertums. Biologische
Grundlagen der Religion, Miinchen 1998 (P. Siewert: 263) — Claude Eil e r s, Roman Pa-
trons of Greek cities, Oxford 2002 (K. Harter-Uibopuu: 267) — Giinter Gr i m m, Alexan-
dria. Die erste Kinigsstadt der hellenistischen Welt. Bilder aus der Nilmetropole von
Alexander dem Grofien bis Kleopatra VII (Sonderhefte der Antiken Welt — Zaberns Bildbande
zur Archiologie), Mainz am Rhein 1998 (G. Dobesch: 268) — Christoph H o r n, Antike
Lebenskunst. Gliick und Moral von Sokrates bis zu den Neuplatonikern (Beck’sche Reihe
1271), Miinchen 1998 (P. Siewert: 270) — Georges Kiourtzian, Recueils des
inscriptions grecques chrétiennes des Cyclades de la fin du I1I° au VII® siécle aprés J.-C. Paris
2000 (Travaux et Mémoires su Centre de Recherche d’Histoire et Civilisation de Byzance.
College de France. Monographies 12) (H. Harrauer: 273) — Stephan L ii ¢ k e, Syngeneia.
Epigraphisch-historische Studien zu einem Phdnomen der antiken griechischen Diplomatie
(Frankfurter Althistorische Beitrdge 5), Frankfurt am Main 2000 (S. B. Zoumbaki: 274) —
Dorothee Renner-Volbach, Die sogenannten koptischen Textilien im Museum
Andreasstift der Stadt Worms. Bestandskatalog, Wiesbaden 2002 (H. Froschauer: 277) —
Ulrich S i n n, Sport in der Antike. Wettkampf, Spiel und Erziehung in der Antike
(Nachrichten aus dem Martin-von-Wagner Museum, Bd. 1), Wiirzburg 1996 (P. Siewert: 278)
— Heike Ni q u et, Monumenta virtutum titulique. Senatorische Selbstdarstellung im
spdtantiken Rom im Spiegel der epigraphischen Denkmdler (HABES 34), Stuttgart 2000 (E.
Weber: 278)

Index (H. Forster: koptisch; B. Leiminger: griechisch und lateinisch) ..... 281

Eingelangte BUCher wis sante s esiamsosis ome anias olosajioeslas saeesas 285
Richtlinien fiir die Abfassung der Manuskripte «.veeseosvsaeneassnas 289

Tafeln 1-8




NIKOLAOS GONIS

Studies on the Aristocracy of Late Antique Oxyrhynchus

(EES) P Misc.inv. II 9c! 9.8 x6.6 cm 11 January 417
Tafel 5
L. A vir clarissimus and a donkey driver

The left-hand part of an order for delivery to a donkey driver, issued by Samuel, vir
clarissimus, on whom see 1 n. The damage obscures the purpose of the order. There is
a possibility, albeit a remote one, that the situation is similar to that in P.Lond. V
1798 (470), an order to supply wheat and other comestibles to the donkey drivers of
the cursus velox; the person who authorised the delivery is the well-known Fl. Cyria
(cf. section 1II), femina clarissima, and the transaction falls within the sphere of a
munus patrimonii. But the lack of a further description of the donkey driver in our text
may suggest that he was in the employ of Samuel, and that this is an ordinary private
transaction.

Other orders to pay (in cash or kind) or deliver goods to donkey drivers include SB
XVI 12846 (V), XII 10990, 4. 57 (V/VI), SPP VIII 923 (VII/VIII), and O.Petr. 431
(‘Byz.”).

The writing is across the fibres. The back is blank.

1 CopovnA Aop(npdtatoc) [
2 rmapdcxov Cotiep dvnAdrn eic 1f-
3 (Erouc) Oy EB// TP 1. [

»Samuel, vir clarissimus ... Deliver to Satius, donkey driver, for the ... Year
93/62, Tybi 16,

1 Copovih: This Samuel may be identical with the Oxyrhynchite landowner Fl. Samu-
elius, magnificentissimus comes primi ordinis, known from P.Koln II 103, 34, a loan of
money dated to 27 November — 26 December 438. Fl. Samuelius has been thought to be the
same person as Fl. Samuel son of Dioscorides, attested in BGU III 936 = W.Chr. 123, 5 of
426, in which he acts as the representative of a man standing as surety for an bmoBAnBeic
BovAevtic of Oxyrhynchus. But a papyrus to be published in a forthcoming volume of The
Oxyrhynchus Papyri shows that CapovnA Acpnpdtoatoc and Copovnd Atockopidov
were two different persons. Who of the two was the Samuelius of P.K&ln IIT 103 is unclear.

There is a possibility that Samuel(ius) is to be recognised in P.Oxy. LVI 3862, 22
(IV/V —pace R. S. Bagnall, Egypt in Late Antiquity, Princeton 1993, 31 n. 114, there is no
need to assign the text to a later date) mhoiov CopovnAiov. Oxyrhynchite ship owners
were persons of elevated status, and many were of clarissimus rank (P.Oxy. 3862 may attest

I The papyrus belongs to the collection from which P.Herm. also came. I am grateful to
the Egypt Exploration Society for permission to publish it.
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the ship of another vir clarissimus, Phoebammon). Last, this Samuel might be the one
mentioned in CPR V 24, 8 Tipayeviov BonBod Capovid (early V; the text comes from
Oxyrhynchus, as will be shown in the forthcoming P.Oxy. LXVIII).

The editor of P.KoIn 103 tentatively associated Samuelius’ comitiva with an imperial
constitution of 4 June 436 (CTh 12. 1. 189 = CJ 10. 32. 56), which conferred the title of
comes primi ordinis for a five-year period on curiales ‘die sich in der Verwaltung der Stidte
hervorgetan und alle ihre Pflichten abgeleistet hatten’ (introd. para. 3). The same point is
made by R. Scharf, Comites und comitiva primi ordinis, Stuttgart 1994, 32 n. 87. However,
the constitution explicitly refers to senior Alexandrian curiales (Alexandrinis princip-
alibus); on the face of it, it had no application to civitates in the hinterland of Egypt, nor
do we know whether this ever happened. Further, we have no information that Samuelius
had links with Alexandria (the man in W.Chr. 123, 5 is referred to as a native of Oxyrhyn-
chus). We may also note that if he owed his title to this constitution, it would follow that
the latter was put into effect in a provincial city of the Empire within two years from its
issue, which would be truly remarkable. To sum up, on present evidence a connection
between Samuelius’ comitiva primi ordinis and CTh 12. 1. 189 seems rather difficult.

Aop(mpdtaroc): The title shows that Samuel was of senatorial rank, though probably
not a member of the senate at Constantinople; see A. H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire
I, Oxford 1964, 528f.; R. Guilland, Titres et fonctions de I'Empire byzantin, London 1976,
17,27-36; A. Arjava, Zum Gebrauch der griechischen Rangprddikate des Senatorenstandes
in den Papyri und Inschriften, Tyche 6 (1991) 17-35, esp. 18-24. Although at that date the
title was not as elevated as in earlier times, it was clearly a mark of social distinction: as
late as 434 the praeses of Arcadia was a vir clarissimus (P.Oxy. XVI 1879, 3. 9, Latin;
Aapnpdtotoc in 1881, 3. 10, of 427, possibly also in P.Rain.Cent. 99 of 451, and PSI X
1114 of 454). Samuel must have been a person of some importance in early fifth-century
Oxyrhynchus.

We would expect the name and function of the recipient of the order to have followed in
the lost part of the line, cf. e. g. PSI IX 1074 (400), P.Oxy. LXIII 4387 (401), VI 992
(413), XVI 1953 (419), XLIIT 3148 (424), P.Amst. I 53 (433), P.Oxy. LXIIT 4391 (471),
P.Harr. 1 91 (484); but this is not certain, cf. e. g. P.Haun. Il 67 (398), P.Harr. I 149 (444),
P.Lond. V 1798 (470), P.Oxy. XVI 1888 (488), 1945 (517), which contain no reference to
the recipient.

2. Catig: The name, in the form Cdrtic, only occurs in P.Mich. V 224 r. 5576 and 224
v. 6410 (Karanis, 172/3).

odvniary: Curiously enough, one other document of near-contemporary date, CPR X
116 (446), features two individuals with functions similar to those of the pair Samuel and
Satius; the text is a very fragmentary deed of surety for a donkey driver addressed to a vir
clarissimus, the latter possibly acting in an official capacity.

eic 1[- : perhaps eic t[powdc Gvev, followed by an amount of wheat or other fodder,
cf. e. g. P.Cair.Masp. Il 67141 fol. 1 v. 11 (VI) gic tpog(fv) 10(B) 8vo(v) (kp1Bfic) (dp-
tafn) o.

3. For the conversion of the date see R. S. Bagnall, K. A. Worp, The Chronological
Systems of Byzantine Egypt, Zutphen 1978, 80, 98.

I1. A femina clarissima and her sailors

The small dossier of the Oxyrhynchite landowner Fl. Cyria, femina clarissima,
was first assembled by J. Gascou, Notes critiques sur quelques papyrus des V¢ et VI¢
siecles, CE 47 (1972) 248-250. At that time, it consisted of P.Oxy. XXXIV 2724
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(469), a receipt for replacement parts of a waterwheel; P.Lond. V 1798 (470), an order
to supply wheat to donkey drivers of the cursus velox; and P.Oxy. XVI 1947-1948
(assigned to 4712), both orders to supply wheat, issued by Phib, vatxAnpoc3, to a
npovontic of Cyria; P.Oxy. XVI 2003 (assigned to 472, cf. BL X 146), which also
features Phib, is related too. An additional reference to this lady was furnished by the
undated CPR VII 24, 5 (cf. BL VIII 110), which attests a procurator of Cyria4.

One further item of Cyria’s dossier is SB XVIII 139285, but this was not recog-
nised in the edition (her name and title were not read, while the document was thought
to be of Hermopolite provenance, and was assigned to the sixth/seventh century). The
text on the front side of the papyrus may be presented as follows®:

[T évtdyrov épod Twdvvov] v[a]btov

tiic Kvploac Adap[rpot]dtn(c). Ecxov mapd

0V KoOpopxdV G Kd)m]c Cnvapn

d1(¢t) "Apovd. BloJnbod drép 1® vadAwv
"AdeEovdploc kavovec eBounc

vd(Vk(tiwvoc) xpociov Vlwtikd Coyd

eVctaBpo 8E fipicw p(dva), yi(veton) vo(picpota) ¢ /
pavoc. 8t £pod Twdvvov vavtov

00 N N R WN -

O

ctoyel pot T évidylov dc mpdk(sttot).
21 #cxov 3 1.68nrd, Cwvopv 51 xovévoc EBdounc 61 dwwtik®d 81 pove 9 1. crowet, 16

2. Kvptac Aap[rpot]dtn(c): kapr = () Aop[  Jom ed. pr. Cf. P.Oxy. XVI
1947, 1 npovoevcou 1. -ntq) Thic Knpwcc qunpo*c(xmc The presence of the article,
which is not necessary, may be due to the ambivalence created by the name Kvpia (kvpio).
For the construction vadnc + name (+ title), cf. SPP III 303, 2-3 (VII) 'Anaxdpoc vodtn
(. "Amaxidpov vadrov) | 100 kvpod Mnvé maxdpxov (1. maydpyov).

3. &nad (1. dmd): ano ed. pr.

Cn\./(xpT] (1. Crvapvo) (read by T. Gagos): Cnvapxi([.’)swc) ed. pr., which was the reason
for ed. pr.’s placing the origin of the text in the region of Hermopolis. Civopv is an Oxy-
rhynchite village, see P. Pruneti, I centri abitati dell’Ossirinchite = Pap.Flor. IX, Firenze
1981, 178-180.

4. 81(¢). Delta is difficult to read, but I do not see what else the papyrus could have had.

2 See F. Reiter, Einige Bemerkungen zu dokumentarischen Papyri, ZPE 107 (1995) 99
(not taken over in BL X).

3 Phib is called vadxAnpoc in P.OXxy. XVI 1947, 1 and 1948, 1, but vodtnc in the
dockets on the back of these texts, as well as in P.Oxy. XVI 2003, 2.

4 This is of some interest, since this person must have had a central role in the admini-
stration of her estate. (Gascou, Notes critiques 249, noted that the administration of Cyria’s
estate ‘ne requiert pas de dioecéte, préposé aux finances, alors que ce personnage se ren-
conlre déja au debut du V€ siecle sur la donus divina Arcadiae.”)

3 R, pr. (as P.Mich.inv. 3716) in ZPE 61 (1985) 81-2, with Tafel IIIb.

6 I am grateful to Traianos Gagos for checking the original for me.
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10 (1. t@dVv) vaviev: Adyo vaviwv ed. pr. The collocation brép 1@V vadAov has not
occurred elsewhere’.

6. 0Ciwtik® (1. i81-): This is the earliest reference to the idiwtikdc Luydc of Oxy-
rhynchus.

In view of the exactly dated documents attesting Fl. Cyria, the seventh indiction
mentioned in lines 5-6 is likely to correspond to 468/9. The exercise alluded to in the
text concerns the shipment of tax grain, which will have taken place shortly after the
harvest, in the first months of the new (fiscal) indiction, that is, in the summer of
468.

The text tells us is that the tax grain of Sinary was to be transported to Alexandria
through a sailor, who received a fee for his services from the comarchs of the village.
We see that a sailor in the employ of a great landowner was chartered by a third party
for a task that fell in the domain of tax collection. The use of ships belonging to land-
owners in the transport of tax grain of third parties is amply documented®, and has
been attested in connection with the other known sailor in the service of Cyria, Phib:
in P.Oxy. XVI 2003, Phib is said to have received a quantity of grain from a boethos
of Macrobius, vir clarissimus, which was the latter’s contribution towards the annona
militaris.

III. Oxyrhynchite nobles pay in gold and barley

P.Vindob. G 17024 = SB XXII 15257 (= V) was first published in AnPap 5
(1993) 95-99 under the title Verzeichnis iiber die Ablieferung von Gerste. It was as-
signed to the fifth/sixth century. The editor’s paleographic analysis detects character-
istics common in a style of handwriting peculiar to the Heracleopolite region, but also
notices some Oxyrhynchite features. The text contains a geographical indication,
"O&vpuyy( ); according to the editor, one may reckon with three possible provenances:
the Arsinoite village of Oxyrhyncha, the Heracleopolite village of Oxyrhynchus, and
the city of Oxyrhynchus.

An important correction to the text has been proposed by D. Hagedorn®, who
pointed out that the supposedly personal name IepifAentoc should be understood as a
honorific epithet (vir spectabilis), while Adpnp(ov), which appeared as the patro-
nymic of three persons in the list, should be read as Aapnp(dtatoc) (vir clarissimus).
This produces a text with a high concentration of men of senatorial grade: at least two

7 In P.Oxy. I 142, 7-8 (534), which has bngp Adyov vorblov | "AheEavdpioc ypu-
cod vopicpdrio ktA., pace BL VIII 233, 'Ale&avdpioac should be taken with voddov,
not with vopicpdtia, even if the latter were meant to be reckoned according to the mone-
tary standard of Alexandria; several texts show that in such expressions vobAov is
followed by a reference to the destination of the cargo, cf. P.Oxy. XVI 1913, 61 (554/5?)
Aoy(w) vodd(ov) ‘Aleglavdpeioc) | "Akel(avdpeioc) vo(picpata) xtA., LV 3804, 150
(566) Ady(w) | voaor(ov) 'AleE(ovdpeiac) Luy(@) 'AkeE(ovdpeioc) xtA., 1 126 =
W.Chr. 180, 11f. (572) perd tdv tovtwv vaviov | "Aleéovd[pleloc kol petogopac.

8 Cf. J. Gascou, Les grands domaines, la cité et I'état en I'Egypte byzantine, T&MByz 9
(1985) 52 with n. 299, who argues that the alleged private fleets ‘servent surtout a 1’ache-
minement du blé annonaire’.

9 MepifAentoc ist kein Personenname, Tyche 10 (1995) 237 (Korr. Tyche 148).
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nepifAentor and three Aapnpdtotor. Oxyrhynchite texts may be rare in the Vienna
collection, but there should hardly be any doubt about the locality abbreviated as
"OEvpuyy( ) which heads a list attesting a score of individuals of senatorial rank: this
is the city of Oxyrhynchus. Hagedorn compared V to the earlier P.Heid. IV 313 and
P.Wash.Univ. II 83, which record payments by important Oxyrhynchites some time
around 40010; there are some closer parallels, as we shall see. But first we may have a
closer look at the text, which may be presented as follows (col. ii)!1:

1 Mol[vc]oioc n[e]pif(Aentoc)
2 &// "O&vpuyy(1tddv) ob(twc)-
3 Esdoliuov] [kp(WB(R)C (GptaPor) ]
4 kAnp(ovdpor) Asovtiov ©p[(WO(R)c (dpraPor) ]
5 kAnp(ovopor) @raogevov [kp(B(H)c (dptdPonr) ]
6 Twdvvnc mepif(Aentoc) «[p(O(FH)c (GptaPor) ]
7 Movcaioc nepiB(Aentoc) [kp(VB(H)c (dpTéPon) 1l
8 ©e680vhoc Aopmp(oTaToc) kp(VO(A)c (dptdPor) cAe
9 kAnp(ovépor) Copovniiov kp(VB(R)c (GptaPon)y Ay v/
10 kAnp(ovopor) IroAepnivov kp(VOH)c (dpTdPor) onf
11 Maxpdfroc Aoprp(dtaroc) kp(LO(H)c (GpTdPo) pe
12 Awoyévne Aoump(dtatoc) kp(VO(H)c (dptdPo) i
13 ®o1Béppmv moA(ttevdpevoc)  kp(VB(H)c (dpTdPot) pry

3 Evda[ipwv]: Ebtiofc ed. pr. 13 moA(itendpevoc) (mo)” pap.): vide ed. pr.

What survives is the last entry of an account relating to a locality other than Oxy-
rhynchus, followed by (most of) the entries of its Oxyrhynchite part. If contributions
from more than one locality are recorded, which seems likely, the account may have
concerned the entire province of Arcadia, and the section preceding Oxyrynchus might
have related to Heracleopolis, with Memphis and Arsinoe coming first. If this holds,
the account will have been drawn up at one of the two administrative centres of the
province, i. €., Oxyrynchus or Heracleopolis. If the papyrus comes from Heracleo-
polis, its presence in the Vienna collection would cause no surprise.

The account is arranged according to the rank of the payers: first come the nepi-
BAertol, then the Aaprpotator. Those deceased, who appear through their heirs, are
given no titles, but the arrangement of the text indicates that in life Leontius and
Philoxenus were nepipAentor, Samuelius and Ptoleminus Aopnpdtoor.

V may now be shown to have a sibling on the other side of the Atlantic. This is
P.Mich. XV 737 (= M), a money account assigned to the sixth century. The text
shares one of the problems of of V’s ed. pr.: it appears to attest two sons of a certain
Adiprpoc. Clearly, these are abbreviated Aaprpdtator. Examination of the published

10 gg. pr. takes P.Wash . Univ. 83 to record ‘payments to boat owners (?)’, but it would
seem that it is the boat owners who make these payments.

11 The text incorporates two new readings, made on the basis of the plate (AnPap 5
[1993] 97), and confirmed on the original by Bernhard Palme, whom I thank.
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photograph (pl. XXVII) further shows that the text may be improved upon in a few
other places. A revised version is given below!2.

1 &m(0) xp(vcod) viopicpotiov) m (kepotiov) VAR

2 Crpotiyloc Aapump(dtotoc) (xepamia) @y S

3 Agdvtioc Aoydm)p(6Toitoc) (xepatia) &g

4 KA(mpovopot) Aeovtiov nep(iPAéntov) (kepatio) pd

5 kA(mpovdpor) Draok&évov nep(ipAéntov) (kepdtia) KO

6 Oeddovhoc Kag(npératoc) (kepdtio) kP f dn’’
7 Aoyévnc kot MaxpoBioc (kepdtia) xPp [ dn”’
8 kAMmpovépor) Todvv[ov] nepipAé(ntov) (keplria) mg

9 Homioc kot T [ 2-3 ] (xepdmia) 10 [ d
10 KAmpovépot) TItodepivov (kepdtia) puc f

11 d1AdEevoc Tk (xkepbri) ¢ [ d

2 hopmp(dtotoc): Adwpp(ou) ed. pr. 3 hopdmyp(dtatoc): Adp(n)p(ov) ed. pr. 4 mep(i-
BAémtov): ep() ed.pr. 5 nep(ipAéntov): I'ep( ) ed.pr. 6 ng(npétoﬂoc): Aa(6c) ed. pr.
8 ’lodvv[ov] mepiBAé(nton): Tadvvov xAe()ed.pr. 9 T :Tal ed.pr. 18 /4:10 /ed. pr.

Several of the parties mentioned in one list also occur in the other. V must be
earlier than M: in M 8 we hear of the heirs of a John of speczabilis rank, while in V
6 John appears to be still alive. A John of spectabilis memory occurs in an Oxy-
rhynchus papyrus of 489, to be published in P.Oxy. LXVIIIL. If we are dealing with
the same person, which seems likely, the terminus ante quem for V is 489. The
terminus ante quem for M is 497: Strategius is almost certainly the well-known Fl.
Strategius I of the ‘Apion family’, attested as a vir clarissimus in P.Flor. III 325 of
489 (cf. BL VII 53), and the undated P.Oxy. LXVII 4614, and as a vir gloriosissimus
(comes domesticorum) in P.Oxy. XVI 1982 of 497.

A prosopography of the persons figuring in the two lists is given below.

* Eudaemon (V 3). On this person see below, section III. He would have been of
spectabilis or illustris rank.

¢ (Heirs of) Leontius, vir spectabilis (V 4, M 4). At least two eminent Oxy-
rhynchites bore this name in the fifth century (cf. M 3). The oikos of this Leontius
should probably be recognised in P.Oxy. XVI 2039, 9 ofxov Ae[o]vriov nepifién-
[tov].

e (Heirs of) Philoxenus, vir spectabilis (V 5, M 5). The oikos of this man may be
mentioned in P.Oxy. XVI 2039, 15 oik(ov) ®1AoEévov Edy eelov nepipAén(tov),
and possibly XVIII 2197, 68 (V) eic xpetov [c. 16 ®rho€]évo(v) xope(toc), where
we might restore kKAnpovépmv ®1hok]évo(v) kbpe(toc).

e Toannes, vir spectabilis (V 6, M 8). The papyrological dossier of this man is dis-
cussed in the forthcoming P.Oxy. LXVIIL

12 A digital image of the papyrus is available at the APIS site of the University of
Michigan (a small fragment of 1. 8 has been lost since publication). The text incorporates a
correction to 1. 9 by P. Heilporn.
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e Musaeus, vir spectabilis (V 7). He is perhaps to be identified with the founder of
the oikos mentioned in P.Oxy. XVI 2039, 19: oix(ov) M[o]Jucaiov viod Ctpaf. The
father of Flavia Euphemia (P.Oxy. VII 1038) is one possibility13. The Musaeus who
issued the order PSI III 165 of 441/2, is probably too early for our purposes.

e Theodulus, vir clarissimus (V 8, M 6). P.Oxy. XVI 2020, 23 and 2040, 17
attest the heirs of a Theodulus, vir spectabilis; this may possibly be the same indi-
vidual, if we assume that later in life he was promoted to the second senatorial grade.

e (Heirs of) Samuelius (V 9). Apparently a vir clarissimus. An identification with
Fl. Samuelius, attested between 417-438, seems likely. On this person see above,
section 1.

e (Heirs of) Ptoleminus (V 10, M 10). In all probability another vir clarissimus,
although on present evidence an identification with a person known from elsewhere is
difficult. An important Oxyrhynchite of this name was active at the beginning of the
fifth century, but we have no information that he reached the clarissimate.

¢ Macrobius, vir clarissimus (V 11, M 7). A man of this name and rank occurs in
P.Oxy. XVI 2003, 4. 10, assigned to 472 (cf. BL X 146), and P.Col. XI 303, 1 of
515. A. Papathomas, Movaortijpiov éroixiov Zrxvtaditidog: Ein neues Kloster im
Oxyrhynchites, ZPE 128 (1999) 168, has argued that these are probably two different
persons, which seems likely, but the possibility that we are dealing with a single
Macrobius cannot strictly be excluded: we may recall that the attestations of Fl.
Strategius 1 in the papyri span a period of over fifty years, from 489 (P.Flor. III 325)
to 542 (P.Oxy. LXIII 4396).

» Diogenes, vir clarissimus (V 12, M 7). Possibly identical with the comes Dio-
genes of P.Oxy. X 1335 (482); if this holds, it would imply that he held a comitiva
of clarissimus grade.

¢ Phoebammon, curialis (V 13). The Fl. Phoebammon, curialis and pater civitatis,
of P.Oxy. LXIII 4393, 1 (V) could possibly be identified with this curialis, but the
document lacks a date; cf. also the editor’s note there.

e Strategius, vir clarissimus (M 2). This is the person called by convention Fl.
Strategius I, on whom see now P.Oxy. LXVII 4614-4616.

* Leontius, vir clarissimus (M 3). He may be identical with the riparius in CPR
XIV 48, 1 (506), in which he appears with Fl. Strategius I. (This papyrus has been
thought to be of Heracleopolite origin, but this is hypothetical; it could also come
from Oxyrhynchus.) Uncertainty remains about the yeobyoc of PSIT71 (VI).

» Papias and T- (M 9). Papias is not known otherwise. There is no obvious candi-
date to be identified with the person whose name starts with T- (Ta[tiavdc] would be
too long for the space).

e Philoxenus son of Tsaac (M 11). His heirs occur in P.Oxy. XVI 2020, 37 8(1&)
kAMpovopmv) Prho&évov Tcadx. The reference to his patronymic may serve to dis-
tinguish him from ®1A6Eevoc Edy eeiov (cf. above).

13 R. Rémondon made much of this presumed identity to work out a date for this im-
portant text: it dates to an eleventh indiction, which would not be later than 562/3, given
that Musaeus, the father of Fl. Euphemia, was dead by 5’68 (see D. Bonneau, L’admini-
stration de l'irrigation dans les grands domaines en Egypte au vi* siécle de n.é., in:
PapCongr. XII, p. 56 n. 96). (I intend to discuss this document elsewhere.)
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The arrangement in M invites comparison with P.Oxy. XVI 2039, an account
recording the years in which four oikoi undertook the provision of riparii, and the
shares of the oikoi in this provision. It has been suggested that the document dates to
562/563 at the very latest (cf. n. 6); paleographical considerations would indeed favour
a date in the second half of the sixth century. These oikoi and their shares may be
presented as follows:

o #vdok(oc) o(lyx(oc) /3 1/9¢ (c. 3437 %)
oixov Ae[o]vtiov nepiPAén|tov] Y4 Y120 (c.25.83 %)
oik(ov) ®1ho&évov Edy eeiov mepifAén(tov) e (c. 16.66 %)
oik(ov) M[oJucaiov viod Ctpal 110 a8 Veoo  (c. 1225 %)

The prominent position of the domus gloriosa, no doubt of the ‘Apion family’, is
not a surprise. What is more remarkable is that M, although several decades earlier
than P.Oxy. XVI 2039, displays a very similar picture. Strategius is the largest con-
tributor; his part works out to c. 21.64 %. He is followed by the clarissimus Leon-
tius, who pays c. 15.27 % of the total amount, and by the heirs of the spectabiles
Leontius and Philoxenus, whose contributions make up c. 10.19 % and c¢. 5.56 % of
the total respectively. We may also note that in V, which is earlier than M, the oikoi
of Leontius and Philoxenus are listed the one directly after the other. Two immediate
conclusions may be drawn:

(i) Strategius seems to have been the leading landowner in Oxyrhynchus around
490. The oikos of the ‘Apion family’ is known to have existed since the middle of the
fifth century. The supremacy of the family in the region of Oxyrynchus may now be
shown to go back roughly to the same period.

(i) P.Oxy. XVI 2039 reflects a status quo established not later than the last
decades of the fifth century. In other words, the distribution of economic power be-
tween the oikoi at Oxyrhynchus in the later sixth century appears to have its roots in
the fifth century.

There are two other close parallels to V and M: P.Oxy. XVI 2040, assigned to the
560s, which lists money payments ‘for the fuel of a public bath’ from several Oxy-
rhynchites of senatorial grade, and P.Oxy. XVI 2020, an account of arcarica assignable
to the 580s!4, which shows many of the persons who figure in 2040 contributing
sums of barley!3. The two lists ‘are an excellent synopsis of the aristocracy which ran
a provincial town in the decades between 560 and the 580s’ 16 Once more, it should
not cause wonder that the highest contributions come from the #v8oEoc oixoc of the
Apions. A noticeable feature common to all these lists is the occurrence of contri-
butions made by the heirs of deceased aristocrats. The implication is that certain
estates survived as distinct economic units for many years after the death of their

14 See Gascou, Grands domaines (s. n. 8) 48 n. 277. On this text see also A. Laniado,
Svvredeothg. Notes sur un terme surinterprété, JIP 26 (1996) 48-50, and R. Alston, The
City in Roman and Byzantine Egypt, London, New York 2002, 315f.

15 See Gascou, ibid.

16 . Banaji, Agrarian Change in Late Antiquity. Gold, Labour and Aristocratic Domi-
nance, Oxford 2001, 149.
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founders. These entities recall the oikoi, or rather are oikoi in their own right. One
such oikos will be examined next.

IV. Eudaemon, comes, and his oikos

A. A comes called Eudaemon figures in J. R. Martindale, Prosopography of the
Later Roman Empire 11, Cambridge 1984, 407, on account of his occurrence in
P.Oxy. XVI 1949. Eudaemon also appears in a few other texts, two of which were
published after the appearance of PLRE II. This note sets out to collect all references
to Eudaemon in the papyri, and examine his position within the spectrum of late
antique Oxyrhynchus.

(1) P.Oxy. XVI 1949, of 22 June 481, an order to supply wheat to a bread maker
on account of prosphora. The text was edited in the following fashion:

1 [t] Evdaipav kopec ‘Eppulalrodiovi an [ ]

2 nopdcyov ‘Hpder dprok(6mm) brep A0Y(0v) Tpoceop(dic) citov péTpe
koykéAA(©) G&ptdplac]

3 [exat]ov [revi]nkovra, yi(vovtal) ci(tov) (&ptafor) pv po(von). (m2)
T yi(vovtan) cit(ov) aptaBlon pv pétpe]

4 (m1) [(Erovc)] pvl prg Moydv o & ivdik(tiovoc). koykéde. MMoxmv o

S tvdik(tiovoc).

(2) P.Oxy. LXII 4349, 7-8, of 20 August 504, a sale of wine with deferred
delivery; it refers to Odixtopt moudei T0D évdo&otdron képroc | Evdaipovoc yeov-
xobvroc &v T} od1fi Aaump "OEvpuyyLtdy mOAeL.

(3) SB XVIII 13921 (= P.Mich.inv. 3764; ed. pr. ZPE 61 [1985] 77), of 13
September 507, an order to supply wine to a priest on account of his analoma. The
text may be presented as follows!7:

1 Eddaipmv kop(ec) kol o Aapnp(ototor) &dedp(ol) |

2 rapacy(ov) Todvvn mpe(cfotépw) Ady(®) dvaldp(atoc) oivov
o E€ [

3 [(Erouc)] prd pvy Oab 1e ivd(ixtiovoc) . [

Ed. pr. took the text to be complete, but it is possible that we are missing the
right-hand part of the original document. In 1. 1, the name and/or description of the
recipient of the order may have been written in the part now lost, although it is equal-
ly possible that there was no mention of an addressee. We may also assume some
textual loss at the end of 1. 2, and consider restoring [yi(vovtoun) oiv(ov) Si(rAd) ¢

pova)].

17 1 am grateful to Traianos Gagos for checking the original and supplying a photo-
graph, reproduced in Taf. 5.
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1. Evdaipwv xop(ec): Ebdaipwvi Kop( ) ed. pr., translating 1. 1 as ‘Kom... and the
most illustrious brethren to Eudaemon’, and noting that Kou( ) ‘must be a proper name,
since if kop(ec) was meant we would expect the article’; but the article is not necessary, cf.
P.Oxy. XVI 1949, 1.

2. €E: €€ ed. pr., but £ is hardly discernible on the photograph (8iwA& [ would be a
more difficult reading).

3. (Erovc): [(Erovc)] ed. pr., but part of the year symbol is still visible.

(4) P.Oxy. XVI 2016, 8 oikov Evdoaipovoc. The text, assigned to the sixth cen-
tury, is a ‘list of individual payments of corn, which are associated with the oixot of
Theon, Timagenes, and Eudaemon’. The houses of Theon and Timagenes are well
documented, and go back to the fifth century; that of Eudaemon is not known from
elsewhere, but it is tempting to think that Eudaemon is the comes Eudaemon of 1-3.

(5) SB XXII 15257 (= P.Vindob. G 17024), assignable to the late fifth century.
Eudaemon appears without a title, and heads an account of payments of barley by
Oxyrhynchite nobles. After him are listed a number of spectabiles, and then more
clarissimi, which suggests that Eudaemon was of spectabilis or higher grade, and very
probably identical with the comes of 1-3. (On this text see further section IlI above.)

There are also some uncertain cases. Eudaemon may be the addressee of the letter
PSI VII 843 (V/VI), whose prescript runs & decdtn pov yeovye Eddaipovi To-
Gvvnc. But the identification may be problematic. In lines 6 and 8 John uses the term
gOyévelo with reference to Eudaemon. This form of politeness rather suits a person
of lower status than a comes, cf. P.Oxy. XXXIV 2724, 12 (469) (but note that in line
7 Qovpacidtnroc is applied to a femina clarissima), XVI 1891, 8 (495), 1959, 10
(499). However, the papyrus is undated, and may reflect an early stage in Eudaemon’s
career. Eudaemon and John may appear again in the address of the letter P.Oxy. VIII
1107 (V/VD), 'lodvvn Ponbd m(apd) Eddaipovoc. It is also possible that the
addressee of another letter, PST VII 839, 9 (VI) E¥d(aipwv) cbv B(e)p K [, is the
same man; but on a photostat, kindly supplied by Rosario Pintaudi, K(f)ggg cannot be
confirmed.

Texts 2,3, and possibly §, tell us that Eudaemon was of very high rank: his
epithet évdo&otatoc, taken at face value, indicates that he must have belonged to the
highest senatorial grade, i. e., he was a vir illustris, in which case he will have been a
comes domesticorum, probably honorary. 1, which is more than twenty years earlier
than 2 and 3, does not specify his grade. There is no need to assume that he was an
illustris at that time; he could have held a comitiva of lower rank. He was not alone in
his family to hold a title of nobility. 3 shows that he had siblings of clarissimus
rank. It is conceivable that they received the codicils conferring their title thanks to the
elevated status of their brother. But one may also entertain the suspicion that their
clarissimate was inherited: the sons of all three senatorial classes were entitled to it,
see A. H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire 11, Oxford 1964, 529. If this holds,
Eudaemon’s father would at least have been a vir clarissimus, and this would have
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been an aristocratic family going back to the earlier part of the fifth century. Un-
fortunately, the circumstances behind Eudaemon’s rise to the comitiva cannot be re-
constructed.

As one would expect from a man of his status, Eudaemon was a landowner in
Oxyrhynchus. The expression yeovyobvtoc év tfj adtfi Aaunpd "O&vpuyyxttdv
noAet in 2 may imply that he owned land only in this region; contrast the expression
yeovx®v kai évtodBo tf Aaprpd 'O&vpuyyit@dv moler, which qualifies other
Oxyrhynchite ennobled landowners, especially the members of the ‘Apion family’
from 523 onwards (P.Oxy. XVI 1984, 3-4). But the reference to the geographical con-
fines of Eudaemon’s landholdings does not come from a document addressed to him,
so that we need not take the expression at face value. We know only three other
comites of illustris rank, all three comites domesticorum, who were landowners in
Egypt, and in particular in the province of Arcadia, in the late fifth and early sixth
centuries!8: the well-known FI. Strategius I, a great landowner in Oxyrhynchus,
Heracleopolis, and possibly elsewhere (see P.Oxy. LXVII 4516, 3—4 n.), who went on
to become praefectus Augustalis, magister officiorum, and comes sacrarum largiti-
onum, while from c. 530 onwards he was a patricius; Varius, npoo't:x-:m’)a)v19 at Mem-
phis, landowner ‘also in the Arsinoite’ in 504 (P.Ross.Georg. IIT 32, 2--3); and Fl.
Eustochius, attested as npotedov at Arsinoe in 487-491 (SPP XX 128, 2, SB XVIII
13951, 2-3), who will have had substantial land holdings there. In short, Eudaemon
must have been a man of some standing at provincial level also.

1 and 3 show Eudaemon performing a function well documented in connection
with other great landowners20: he authorises supplies of goods for religious purposes
(1)21, and to a church functionary (3). It would be surprising if a person of his stan-
ding were not the head of an oikos, like the Apions and other landed aristocrats in late
antique Oxyrhynchus; indeed, Eudaemon’s oikos may be recognised in 4. What we are
still lacking are references to Eudaemon’s curial duties, to his possessions in the rural
hinterland of Oxyrhynchus, and, of course, to his évandypogot yewpyol.

B. What happened to the oikos of Eudaemon after his death? Although positive
information is not available, it may at least be said that an Eudaemon may have been
the ancestor of two leading Oxyrhynchites of the sixth century. It is worth reviewing
the relative evidence.

(a) A number of Oxyrhynchus papyri attest Iustus son of Eudaemon, also a glorio-
sissimus comes. Iustus ‘flourished c. 560-580, dying in or after 576/7 (P.Oxy. X VIII

18 For a prosopography of the known comites domesticorum see R. Delmaire, Les dig-
nitaires laics au Concile de Chalcédoine: notes sur la hiérarchie et les préséances au milieu
du Ves., Byzantion 54 (1984) 150f., 175 (for the Empire at large), and B. Palme, Flavius
Ep:phamus. Comes domesticorum, Euene 34 (1998) 104-108 (for Egypt).

Cf Palme, Flavius (s. n. 18), 106 n. 18.

0 For donations of the Apions to churches and other religious institutions see P.Oxy.
LVIII 3960, 23 n. with references; cf. also R. Rémondon, L’Eglise dans la société égyptien-
ne a l'époque byzantine, CE 47 (1972) 254-277.

21 1 has received comment in E. Wipszycka, Les ressources et les activités écono-
miques des églises en ngpre du IVe au VIII* siécle, Bruxelles 1972, 80.
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2195). After his death his property, or part of it, was not divided among his heirs but
was administered as an economic unit, in whose interests we do not yet know’
(P.Oxy. LVIII 3938, 10-11 n., which also gives a full listing of his dossier). Even
though the chance that Iustus was the son of Eudaemon, comes, seems slight, since
his floruit postdates by some six decades that of the man who appears in 1-3 above,
the possibility of a direct descent cannot be entirely excluded. Longevity was not a
stranger to Late Roman aristocracy. If the patricius Liberius was an exception?2, we
may recall the case of Fl. Strategius I, whose life and career can be traced in papyri
dating from 489 to 542 (his father Apion also seems to have lived a very long life).

(b) Sixth-century Oxyrhynchite documents attest another high-ranking individual
who was the son of an Eudaemon: Menas, the father of the well-known Flavia Ana-
stasia. Like Tustus after his death, Menas is referred to as ‘of glorious memory’ (tfjc
gv86Eov uvhpnc), which implies that in life he had the honorific epithet év8o&dto-
toc: of. P.Oxy. XLV 3204, 7-8 (588), SB VI 9561, 9 (590)23. Unlike his daughter,
Menas’ presence in the papyri is hard to pin down. There are several persons of this
name in PLRE IIIB, and some of the entries may refer to the same person. He is a
candidate for identification with the Menas of P.Erl. 120, 7-8 totc évdo[otd]touc
npoctdrac | Mnvav xoi ’Amiovo; the text very probably dates to 546/724, and
Apion may be Fl. Apion II. It is possible that he occurs in PSI VIII 953, 70 (567/87)
1 Aounp(otdte) Aopobéw @dede(d) tob évioé(otdtov) dhowv(tov) Mnva.
Cf. also PSI VIII 956, 20 (567/825) év8]o&(otérov) iAlov(ctpiov) Mnvé. A comes
Menas occurs in the Arsinoite P.Prag. 191 and SPP X 149, 4 (both VI), but the name
is too common anyway.

Finally, there is a remote possibility that Iustus and Menas occur together in
P.Koln III 166, a letter assigned to the sixth/seventh century. The setting of the letter
is that of an elevated social milieu. Addressed to a certain kvpG Mopig by one KBpoc
vorécg_t(oc), it concerns some jewellery that Cyrus was supposed to purchase for

22 f, 3. J. O’Donnell, Liberius the Patrician, Traditio 37 (1981) 31-72.

3 For Anastasia and a brief description of the contents of her archive see J. van Haelst,
Des nouvelles archives: Anastasia, propriétaire a Oxyrhynchos, in: PapCongr. XI, p. 586—
590; see further J. Beaucamp, Le statut de la femme a Byzance (4°-7¢ siecle) II, Paris 1992,
479 (index s. v.). Van Haelst, loc. cit. 586, takes the name of Anastasia’s father to be
Mnvéc Eddoipwv, but this is probably not correct, cf. the case of Iustus discussed above
(Anastasia is invariably styled Buvydinp tod tfic évd6€ov pviunc Mnvé Edvdoipo-
voc). It may also be worth noting that PSI VII 839, a letter addressed to a Eudaemon, refers
to 1'50‘3 (1. cn) @dere(n) ’Avoctocio [L. 6]).

4 The text mentions an eleventh indiction in a way which suggests that this indiction
had not started: tfic cov Oe@® &vdexdinc ivd(ixtiovoc) (1l. 4-5). Thus the text must have
been written during a tenth indiction. There is a reference to what seem to be a recent as-
sumption of power by Hephaestus, a person of very high rank: 100 évdo[EJotazov x[ai]
noveveipov ‘Heaictov dvtidafdéroc | 1dv dpydv (Il. 9-10). This is Fl. Ioannes Theo-
dorus Menas Narses Chnoubammon Horion Hephaestus (PLRE IIIA 582-3), who entered
office as dux et augustalis Alexandriae in 545/6. (This text is further discussed in a forth-
commg article.)

5 For the date see J. Gascou, La détention collégiale de I’autorité pagarchique dans
I’Egypte byzantine, Byzantion 42 (1972) 70f. n. 3.
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Maria; the price, sixty-seven solidi, is steep, and suggests that Maria was a woman of
certain means. The letter mentions two prominent individuals: képitoc Todctov (2),
Kopec Oeodbcioc (16); there are also references to 0 paapitne Mnvéc (8) and kvpév
Evgnuiov (20). A comes Theodosius occurs in a papyrus from Aphrodito possibly
dating to 540, see the editor’s note; but there are other possibilities, 0026, The other
three persons have received no comment. For what it is worth, I wonder whether they
may be identified with three known Oxyrhynchite nobles. Count Iustus might be the
same as the ‘son of Eudaemon’, cf. above; he was a contemporary of the év8o€otdan
Fl. Euphemia, attested in the third quarter of the century (PLRE IITIA, Euphemia 3). A
Maria, peyoalonpenectdn, appears in P.Oxy. XVI 2020, 20 (580s); her entry fol-
lows immediately after that of Anastasia, perhaps the daughter of ‘Menas son of Eu-
daemon’. As for the ‘blessed Menas’, he might be the father of Anastasia. Even
though at present there can be no certainty, the coincidences are remarkable.

Wolfson College Nikolaos Gonis
Oxford OX2 6UD
United Kingdom

26 For references see L. E. Tacoma, Replacement Parts for an Irrigation Machine of the
Divine House at Oxyrhynchus, ZPE 120 (1998) 125 n. 1. 7.
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