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NIKOLAOS GONIS 

Studies on the Aristocracy of Late Antique Oxyrhynchus 

(EES) P.Misc.inv. II 9c l 9.8 x 6.6 cm 

I. A viI' clarissimus and a donkey driver 

11 January 417 
Tafel 5 

The left-hand part of an order for delivery to a donkey driver, issued by Samuel, viI' 
clarissimus, on whom see 1 n. The damage obscures the purpose of the order. There is 
a possibility, albeit a remote one, that the situation is similar to that in P .Lond. V 
l798 (470), an order to supply wheat and other comestibles to the donkey drivers of 
the cursus velox; the person who authorised the delivery is the well-known FI. Cyria 
(cf. seetion II),femina clarissima, and the transaction falls within the sphere of a 
munus patrimonii. But the lack of a further description of the donkey driver in our text 
may suggest that he was in the employ of Samuel, and that this is an ordinary private 
transaction. 

Other orders to pay (in cash or kind) or deliver goods to donkey drivers include SB 
XVI 12846 (V), XII 10990,4. 57 (VIVI), SPP VIII 923 (VII/VIII) , and O.Petr. 431 
('Byz.'). 

The writing is across the fibres . The back is blank. 

1 CU/lOUilA AU/l(npOtu'tOe) 
2 nupacxou Cutirp OVTlAatTI Eie t[-
3 (EtOue) ?y ~ß// rußt 1(;. [ 

"Samuel, viI' clarissimus ... Deliver to Satius, donkey driver, for the ... Year 
93/62, Tybi 16". 

1 CU/lO'll"A: This Samuel may be identical with the Oxyrhynchite landowner Fl. Samu
elius, magnijicentissimus comes primi ordinis, known from P.Köln II 103 , 3--4, a loan of 
money dated to 27 November - 26 December 438. Fl. Samuelius has been thought to be the 
same person as Fl. Samuel son of Dioscorides, attested in BGU III 936 = W.ehr. 123, 5 of 
426, in which he acts as the representative of a man standing as surety for an {:moßATj9Elc 
ßO'llAE'll't"C of Oxyrhynchus . But a papyrus to be published in a forthcoming volume of The 
Oxyrhynchus Papyri shows that CU/lO'lll]A AU/lltP0'tu'toc and CU/lO'lll]A ßtocKopi80'll 
were two different persons. Who of the two was the Samuelius of P.Köln III 103 is unclear. 

There is a possibility that Samuel(ius) is to be recognised in P.Oxy. LVI 3862, 22 
(IVIV-pace R. S. Bagnall, Egypt in Late Antiquity, Princeton 1993,31 n. 114, there is no 
need to assign the text to a later date) ltAOtOV CU/lO'llTjA10'll. Oxyrhynchite ship owners 
were persons of elevated status, and many were of clarissimus rank (P .Oxy. 3862 may attest 

1 The papyrus belongs to the collection from which P.Herm. also came . I am grateful to 
the Egypt Exploration Society for permission to publish it. 
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the ship of another vir clarissimus, Phoebammon). Last, this Samuel might be the one 
mentioned in CPR V 24, 8 TlJ.l.aYEviou ß01l80u CaIlOU"A (early V; the text comes from 
Oxyrhynchus, as will be shown in the forthcoming P.Oxy. LXVIII). 

The editor of P .Köln 103 tentatively associated Samuelius' comitiva with an imperial 
constitution of 4 lune 436 (CTh 12. 1. 189 = Cl 10. 32. 56), which conferred the title of 
comes primi ordinis for a five-year period on curiales 'die sich in der Verwaltung der Städte 
hervorgetan und alle ihre Pflichten abgeleistet hatten' (introd. para. 3). The same point is 
made by R. Scharf, Comites und comitiva primi ordinis, Stuttgart 1994,32 n. 87. However, 
the constitution explicitly refers to senior Alexandrian curiales (Alexandrinis princip
alibus); on the face of it, it had no application to civitates in the hinterland of Egypt, nor 
do we know whether this ever happened. Further, we have no information that Samuelius 
had links with Alexandria (the man in W.Chr. 123,5 is referred to as a native of Oxyrhyn
chus). We mayaiso note that if he owed his title to this constitution, it would follow that 
the latter was put into effect in a provincial city of the Empire within two years from its 
issue, which would be truly remarkable. To sum up, on present evidence a connection 
between Samuelius' comitiva primi ordinis and CTh 12. 1. 189 seems rather difficult. 

Aall(ltpo"ta"toe): The title shows that Samuel was of senatorial rank, though probably 
not a member of the senate at Constantinople; see A. H. M. Jones, The Later Roman Empire 
I, Oxford 1964, 528f.; R. Guilland, Titres et fonctions de l'Empire byzantin, London 1976, 
17,27-36; A. Arjava, Zum Gebrauch der griechischen Rangprädikate des Senatorenstandes 
in den Papyri und Inschriften, Tyche 6 (1991) 17-35, esp. 18-24. Although at that date the 
title was not as elevated as in earlier times, it was clearly a mark of social distinction: as 
late as 434 the praeses of Arcadia was a vir clarissimus (P .Oxy. XVI 1879, 3. 9, Latin; 
Aallltpo"ta"toe in 1881,3. 10, of 427, possibly also in P.Rain.Cent. 99 of 451, and PSI X 
1114 of 454). Samuel must have been a person of some importance in early fifth-century 
Oxyrhynchus. 

We would expect the name and function of the recipient of the order to have followed in 
the lost part of the line, cf. e. g. PSI IX 1074 (400), P.Oxy. LXIII 4387 (401), VI 992 
(413), XVI 1953 (419), XLIII 3148 (424), P.Amst. I 53 (433), P.Oxy. LXIII 4391 (471), 
P.Harr. I 91 (484); but this is not certain, cf. e. g. P.Haun. III 67 (398), P.Harr. 1149 (444), 
P.Lond. V 1798 (470), P.Oxy. XVI 1888 (488), 1945 (517), which contain no reference to 
the recipient. 

2. Ca"tlrp: The name, in the form Cune, only occurs in P.Mich. V 224 r. 5576 and 224 
v. 6410 (Karanis, 172/3). 

OVllAU"tll: Curiously enough, one other document of near-contemporary date, CPR X 
116 (446), features two individuals with functions similar to those of the pair Samuel and 
Satius; the text is a very fragmentary deed of surety for a donkey driver addressed to a vir 
clarissimus, the latter possibly acting in an official capacity . 

Eie "t[- : perhaps Eie "t[po<pae ovrov, followed by an amount of wheat or other fodder, 
cf. e. g. P.Cair.Masp. II 67141 fol. 1 v. 11 (VI) Eie "tpo<p(i)v) "to(u) ovo(u) (Kpt8ile) (ap-
"tußll) a. . 

3. For the conversion of the date see R. S. Bagnall, K. A. Worp, The Chronological 
Systems of Byzantine Egypt, Zutphen 1978, 80, 98. 

11. Afemina clarissima and her sailors 

The sm all dossier of the Oxyrhynchite landowner FI. Cyria,jemina clarissima, 
was first assembled by J. Gascou, Notes critiques sur quelques papyrus des ve et VIe 
siecles, CE 47 (1972) 248-250. At that time, it consisted of P.Oxy. XXXIV 2724 
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(469), a receipt for replacement parts of a waterwheel; P.Lond. V 1798 (470), an order 
to supply wheat to donkey driver of the ursus velox; and P.Oxy. XVI 1947-1948 
(assigned to 471 2), both orders to supply wheat issued by Phib. va{)KAllpoC3, to a 
npovo"t~C of Cyria; P.Oxy. XVI 2003 (assigned to 472, cf. BL X 146), which also 
features Phib, is related too. An additional reference to this lady was fumished by the 
undated CPR vrr 24, 5 (cf. BL VIII 110), which attests a procurator of Cyria4. 

One further item of Cyria's dossier is SB XVIII 139285, but this was not recog
nised in the edition (her name and title were not read, while the document was thought 
to be ofHermopolite provenance, and was assigned to the sixth/seventh century). The 
text on the front side of the papyrus may be presented as follows6: 

[t EVta:ytOv EI-WU 'Iwuvvou] v [a ]UtOU 

2 tflc Kup~~c A,a~[npot]ut"(c). lf~xwv na pa 

3 trov Kw~apx&v ~1t(O Kro~1JC C"vap1J 

4 ~t(a) 'AqJ?ua ß[0],,80u unep t& vauA,wv 

5 'AA,E~aVopiac mvrovwc eß1;,ro~1J~ 

6 iVO(t)K(ttWVoc) xpuciou U1;,tW'ttKi[> 1;,uyi[> 

7 Eücta8~a E~ f\~tCU ~(6va), yi(VEtat) vo(~ic~ata) C; / 

8 ~rovac. Ot' E~OU 'Iwuvvo'U vautou 

9 c~w~~~~ ~Ot tcO EVtuytOV cb~ np~K(Ettat). 

21. ECJCOV 3 I. uno, Cwupv 5 I. KUVOVO C i::ßMf!Tlc 61. {ÖlOl't1K<p 81. f!ovu 91. C1:0lJCEt, 10 

2. Kuptac A,all[7tpo't]a'tll(c): Kapt () A,all[ ]a'tll ed. pr. Cf. P.Oxy. XVI 
1947, 1 7tPO~OEl'tou (1. -T]'t11) 'tf]c Kvpta~ A,all7tpo·'tii~l1·C. 'The presence of the articIe, 
which is not necess~ry, may be due to the ambivalence created by the name Kupl.a (KUpl.a) . 
For the construction va,)'tT]c + name (+ titZe), cf. SPP III 303, 2-3 (VII) 'A7taKUpOC va')'tT] 
(1. 'A7t~K~POU, v~,)'t~u? I 'tou KUPOU MT]vU ~~~apxov (1. 7tayapxou). 

3. a7to) (I. a7to): a7to ed. pr. 
CT]~apll (I. CLVapu) (read by T. Gagos): CllvapXl(ßeO)c) ed. pr., which was the reason 

far ed. pr.,s placing the origin of the text in the regi'on of Hermopolis. Clvapu is an Oxy
rhynchite village, see P. Pruneti, I centr; abitati dell'Ossirinchite = Pap.Flor. IX, Firenze 
1981, 178-180. 

4. ~l(a). Delta is difficult to read, but I do not see what else the papyrus could have had. 

2 See F. Reiter, Einige Bemerkungen zu dokumentarischen Papyri, ZPE 107 (1995) 99 
(not taken over in BL X). 

3 Phib is called va,)KA,l1poC in P.Oxy. XVI 1947, 1 and 1948, 1, but va,)'tllc in the 
dockct On the back of the c texts, as weIl as in P.Oxy. XVI 2003, 2. 

4 This is of some interest, since this person must have had a central role in the admini
stration of her estate. (Gascou, Notes critiques 249, noted that the administration of Cyria's 
estate 'ne requiert pas de dioecete, pn!pose aux finances, alors que ce personnage se ren
contre tl6ja DU debut d.u Ve siecIe sur la dO/l./Is divin.fl Arcadiae. ') 

5 Bel . pr. (0 PMich.inv . 3716) in ZPE 61 (1985) 81-2, with Tafel IIIb. 
6 1 am grateful to Traiano Gagos für checking the original far me. 
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1W (1. 1WV) vauA,rov: A,oyro vauA,rov ed. pr. The collocation imep 1WV vauA,rov has not 
occurred elsewhere 7. 

6. USLro1LI(<!> (1. iot-): This is the earliest reference to the iOLro'ttI(OC suyoc of Oxy
rhynchus. 

In view of the exactly dated documents attesting FI. Cyria, the seventh indiction 
mentioned in lines 5-6 is likely to correspond to 468/9. The exercise alluded to in the 
text concems the shipment of tax grain, which will have taken pi ace shortly after the 
harvest, in the first months of the new (fiscal) indiction, that is, in the summer of 
468. 

The text teIls us is that the tax grain of Sinary was to be transported to Alexandria 
through a sailor, who received a fee for his services from the comarchs of the village. 
We see that a sailor in the employ of a great landowner was chartered by a third party 
for a task that fell in the domain of tax collection. The use of ships belonging to land
owners in the transport of tax grain of third parties is amply documented8, and has 
been attested in connection with the other known sailor in the service of Cyria, Phib: 
in P.Oxy. XVI 2003, Phib is said to have received a quantity of grain from aboethos 
of Macrobius, vir clarissimus, which was the latter's contribution towards the annona 
militaris. 

III. Oxyrhynchite nobles pay in gold and barley 

P.Vindob. G 17024 = SB XXII 15257 (= V) was first published in AnPap 5 
(1993) 95-99 under the title Verzeichnis über die Ablieferung von Gerste. It was as
signed to the fifth/sixth century. The editor's paleographic analysis detects character
istics common in a style of handwriting peculiar to the Heracleopolite region, but also 
notices some Oxyrhynchite features. The text contains a geographical indication, 
'Üsupu'YX( ); according to the editor, one may reckon with three possible provenances: 
the Arsinoite village of Oxyrhyncha, the Heracleopolite village of üxyrhynchus, and 
the city of Oxyrhynchu ' . 

An important cOlTection to the text has been proposed by D. Hagedorn9, who 
pointed out that the supposedly personal name IIEpißAf1ttoc should be understood as a 
honorific epithet (vir spectabilis), while Aal!1tp( ou), which appeared as the patro
nymic of three persons in the list, should be read as Aal!1tp(o·ta'toc) (v ir clarissimus). 
This produces a text with a high concentration of men of senatorial grade: at least two 

7 In P.Oxy. I 142, 7-8 (534), which has 1l1tep A,oyou vauA,ou I 'AA,E~aVopiac Xpu
cou v0l-ltq.Hxna 1(1A,., pace BL VIII 233, 'AA,E~aVopiac should be taken with vauA,ou, 
not with vO~HqHxna, even if the latter were meant to be reckoned according to the mone
tary standard of Alexandria; several texts show that in such expressions vauA,ou is 
followed by a reference to the destination of the cargo, cf. P.Oxy. XVI 1913,61 (554/5?) 
).6y(ep) vauA,(ou) 'A;>'E~(avopaiClc ) I 'AA,E~(avÖp ld ) VO(lllqla1u) 1(1A,., LV 3804, 150 
(566) A.6y(ep) I VCXUA,(ou) 'AA,I:#avopEiac) ~l)Y(<!» 'AI..,E~(uvopeiac) 1(1A,., I 126 = 
W.Chr. 180, Ilf. (572) I-lE1:& 'to>V 1:0\rtrov vaul..rov I 'AA,E~avo[pldac I(at I-IE'tal:pOpcrc. 

8 Cf. J. Gascou, Les grands dOlllailles, [a eire er ['etat en I'ßgypte byzalltille. T&MByz 9 
(1985) 52 with n. 299, who argues that the alleged private fleets 'servent surtout a l'ache
minement du bIe annonaire'. 

9 IIfp{ß?"f1r-roc ist kein Personenname, Tyche 10 (1995) 237 (Korf. Tyche 148). 
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1tEpißA,E1t'tOl and three A,uJl1tpo'tu'tOl. Oxyrhynchite texts may be rare in the Vienna 
collection, but there should hardly be any doubt about the locality abbreviated as 
'O~upuyX,( ) which heads a list attesting a score of individuals of senatorial rank: this 
is the city of Oxyrhynchus. Hagedorn compared V to the earlier P.Heid. IV 313 and 
P.Wash.Univ.II 83, which record payments by important Oxyrhynchites some time 
around 40010; there are some doser paralleis, as we shall see. But first we may have a 
doser look at the text, which may be presented as follows (col. ii)l1: 

1 ~o[uc]~'ioc ~[E]piß(A,E1t'toc) 
2 öll 'O~upu'YX(t't&v) oü('twc)' 

3 Eu~~[tJlWV ] [Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) 

4 KA,TJp( OVOJlOl) AEOV'ttOU ~e[(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) 
5 KA,TJp( OVOJlOl) cI>tA,O~EV(:)'l) [Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußut) 

6 'IwuvvTJc 1tEptß(A,E1t'tOC) ~[p(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) 

7 Mouca'ioc 1tEpiß(A,E1t'tOC) [Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) 

8 8EOÖOUA,OC A,uJ:L~e(o'tu'toc) ~p(t)~(,il)c (ap'tußat) CA,E 

9 KA,TJp( OVOJlOl) CUJlOUTJA,tOU Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) ~~y yll 
10 KA,TJp(OVOJlOt) IhoA,EJlivou Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) <p1tß 
11 MUKPOßtoC A,UJl1tp(o'tu'toc) Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußat) JlE 
12 ~toYEVTJC A,UJl1tp(o'tu'toc) Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußut) VTJ f 
13 cI>OtßUJlJlWV 1tOA,( t 'tEUOJlEVOC) Kp(t)8(Tj)c (ap'tußut) pty 

What survives is the last entry of an account relating to a locality other than Oxy
rhynchus, followed by (most of) the entries of its Oxyrhynchite part. If contributions 
from more than one locality are recorded, which seems likely, the account may have 
concerned the entire province of Arcadia, and the section preceding Oxyrynchus might 
have related to Heradeopolis, with Memphis and Arsinoe coming first. If this holds, 
the ac count will have been drawn up at one of the two administrative centres of the 
province, i. e., Oxyrynchus or Heradeopolis. If the papyrus comes from Heradeo
polis, its presence in the Vienna collection would cause no surprise. 

The account is arranged according to the rank of the payers: first come the 1tEpi
ßA,E1t'tOt, then the A,UJl1tpo'tu'tOt. Those deceased, who appear through their heirs, are 
given no titles, but the arrangement of the text indicates that in life Leontius and 
Philoxenus were 1tEpißA,E1t'tOt, Samuelius and Ptoleminus A,UJl1tpo'tu'tOl. 

V may now be shown to have a sibling on the other side of the Atlantic. This is 
P.Mich. XV 737 (= M), a money account assigned to the sixth century. The text 
shares one of the problems of of V's ed. pr.: it appears to attest two sons of a certain 
AUJl1tpoc. Clearly, these are abbreviated A,uJl1tpo'tu'tOl. Examination of the published 

10 Ed. pr. takes P.Wash.Univ. 83 to record 'payments to boat owners (?)', but it would 
seem that it is the boat owners who make these payments. 

11 The text incorporates two new readings, made on the basis of the plate (AnPap 5 
[1993] 97), and confirmed on the original by Bernhard Palme, whom I thank. 
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photo graph (pI. XXVII) further shows that the text may be improved upon in a few 
other places. A revised version is given below 12. 

1 aTC(o) Xp(ucou) v(o~ltq.latlmv) 1T] (KEpatlmv) UAß 

2 
3 
4 

5 
6 
7 

8 

9 
10 

11 

CtpatllYlOc Aa~TCp(Otatoc) 

AEovnoc Aa~(TC)p(Otatoc) 

KA(T]POVO~Ol) AEOvtloU m:p(lßAETCtOU) 

KA(llPoVO~Ol) cI>lAo~EVOU m:p(lßAETCtOU) 

0EOOOUAOC Aal;l(TCpOtatOc) 

t>lOYEVT]C Kat MaKpoßl(?~ 

KA(T]POVO~Ol) '!mavv[ou] 17~I?~ßAE(TCtOU) 
IIaTClac Kat T. [ 2-3 ] 

KA(T]POVO~Ol) IItoAE~ivou 
cI>lA6~EVOC 'IcaK 

(KEpana) 9y J 
(KEpana) ~<; 

(KEpana) ~o 

(KEpana) KO 

(KEpana) Kß J d T]" 

(KEpana) Kß J d T]" 

(KEpana) TC<; 

(KEpana) 18 J d 

(KEpana) ~<; J 
(KEpana) <; J d 

2 AUflrrp(omwc): AUfl~P(OU) ed. pr. 3 AUfl(n)p(o~u~oc): AUfl(rr)p(ou) ed. pr. 4 rrep(l-

ßAEn~ou):. Ep( ) ed. pr. 5 rrep(lßAEn~ou): rEp( ) ed. pr. 6 AUI-!-(rrpo~u~oc): AUS(OC) ed. pr. 

8 'Iffiavv[ou] ~~f?~ßAE(rr~ou): 'Iffiavvou . KAE( ) ed. pr. 9 T.: T~[ ed. pr. 18 /4: 18 / ed. pr. 

Several of the parties mentioned in one list also occur in the other. V must be 
earlier than M: in M 8 we hear of the heirs of a John of spectabilis rank, while in V 
6 John appears to be still alive. A John of spectabilis memory occurs in an Oxy
rhynchus papyrus of 489, to be published in P.Oxy. LXVIII. If we are dealing with 
the same person, which seems likely, the terminus ante quem for V is 489. The 
terminus ante quem for M is 497: Strategius is almost certainly the well-known FI. 
Strategius I of the 'Apion family', attested as a vir clarissimus in P.Flor. 111 325 of 
489 (cf. BL VII 53), and the undated P.Oxy. LXVII 4614, and as a vir gloriosissimus 
(comes domesticorum) in P.Oxy. XVI 1982 of 497. 

A prosopography of the persons figuring in the two lists is given below. 

• Eudaemon (V 3). On this person see below, section 111. He would have been of 
spectabilis or illustris rank. 

• (Heirs of) Leontius, vir spectabilis (V 4, M 4). At least two eminent Oxy
rhynchites bore this name in the fifth century (cf. M 3). The oikos of this Leontius 
should probably be recognised in P.Oxy. XVI 2039, 9 OlKOU AE[o]vtiou TCEP1ßAETC
[tou]. 

• (Heirs of) Philoxenus, vir spectabilis (V 5, M 5). The oikos of this man may be 
mentioned in P.Oxy. XVI 2039, 15 OlK(OU) cI>lAo~EVOU Eu,!, EElOU TCEP1ßAETC(tOU), 
and possibly XVIII 2197, 68 (VI) Eic xpElav [co 16 cI>lAO~]E~O(U) KO~E(tOC), where 
we might restore KAT]pOVO~mv cI>lAO~]EVO(U) KO~E(toC). 

• Ioannes, vir spectabilis (V 6, M 8). The papyrological dossier of this man is dis
cussed in the forthcoming p.oxy. LXVIII. 

12 A digital image of the papyrus is available at the APIS site of the University of 
Michigan (a small fragment of l. 8 has been lost since publication). The text incorporates a 
correction to l. 9 by P. Heilporn. 
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• Musaeus, vir spectabilis (V 7). He is perhaps to be identified with the founder of 
the oikos mentioned in P.Oxy. XVI 2039,19: OtK(OU) M[o]ucatOU uiou C'tpa[. The 
father of Flavia Euphemia (P .Oxy. VII 1038) is one possibility 13. The Musaeus who 
issued the order PSI III 165 of 44112, is probably too early for our purposes. 

• Theodulus, vir clarissimus (V 8, M 6). P.Oxy. XVI 2020, 23 and 2040, 17 
attest the heirs of a Theodulus, vir spectabilis; this may possibly be the same indi
vidual, if we assurne that later in life he was promoted to the second senatorial grade . 

• (Heirs of) Samuelius (V 9). Apparently a vir clarissimus. An identification with 
FI. Samuelius, attested between 417-438, seems likely . On this person see above, 
seetion I. 

• (Heirs of) Ptoleminus (V 10, M 10). In all probability another vir clarissimus , 
although on present evidence an identification with a person known from elsewhere is 
difficult. An important Oxyrhynchite of this name was active at the beginning of the 
fifth century, but we have no information that he reached the c1arissimate. 

• Macrobius, vir clarissimus (V 11, M 7) . A man of this name and rank occurs in 
P.Oxy. XVI 2003,4. 10, assigned to 472 (cf. BL X 146), and P.CoI. XI 303, 1 of 
515 . A. Papathomas, Mova(Jr~pwv bWLldov 1:/(vmlL{noo~: Ein neues Kloster im 
Oxyrhynchites, ZPE 128 (1999) 168, has argued that these are probably two different 
persons, which seems likely, but the possibility that we are dealing with a single 
Macrobius cannot strictly be exc1uded: we may recall that the attestations of FI. 
Strategius I in the papyri span a period of over fifty years, from 489 (P.Flor. III 325) 
to 542 (P.Oxy. LXIII 4396). 

• Diogenes, vir clarissimus (V 12, M 7) . Possibly identical with the comes Dio
genes of P.Oxy. X 1335 (482); if this holds, it would imply that he held a comitiva 
of clarissimus grade . 

• Phoebammon, curialis (V 13). The FI. Phoebammon, curialis and pater civitatis, 
of P.Oxy. LXIII 4393 , 1 (V) could possibly be identified with this curialis , but the 
document lacks a date; cf. also the editor's note there. 

• Strategius , vir clarissimus (M 2). This is the person called by convention FI. 
Strategius I, on whom see now p.oxy . LXVII 4614-4616. 

• Leontius, vir clarissimus (M 3) . He may be identical with the riparius in CPR 
XIV 48, 1 (506), in which he appears with FI. Strategius I. (This papyrus has been 
thought to be of Herac1eopolite origin, but this is hypothetical; it could also co me 
from Oxyrhynchus.) Uncertainty remains about the y€Ouxoc of PSI I 71 (VI) . 

• Papias and T- (M 9). Papias is not known otherwise. There is no obvious candi
date to be identified with the person whose name starts with T- (T~[nav6c] would be 
too long for the space) . 

• Philoxenus son ofIsaac (M 11) . His heirs occur in P.Oxy. XVI 2020, 37 8(ux) 
KA(llPOvogrov) <l>tAO~evou 'IcaaK. The refetence to his patronymic may serve to dis
tinguish hirn from <l>tA6~EVOC EU'l!" . EELOU (cf. above) . 

13 R. Remondon made much of this presumed identity to work out a date for this im
porlant leX l: it dates to an eleventh indicLion, which would not be later than 562/3, given 
IJlat Musaeus, the father of Fl. Euphemi a, wa dead by 568 (see D. Bonneau, L 'admini
straliOIl de I'irrigation dans les grands dOTllC/illes en Egypte au vie siecle de n.e., in: 
Pap ongr. XII , p. 56 n . 96) . (I intend to discuss Ihi s documenl elsewhere.) 
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The arrangement in M invites comparison with P .Oxy. XVI 2039, an account 
recording the years in which four oikoi undertook the provision of riparii, and the 
shares of the oikoi in this provision. It has been suggested that the document dates to 
562/563 at the very latest (cf. n. 6); paieographical considerations would indeed favour 
a date in the second half of the sixth century. These oikoi and their shares may be 
presented as follows: 

o EVOO~(oc) O(l)K(OC) 

OtKOU Ae[o]v1:iou 1teptßAE1t[tOU] 
OtK(OU) <PtAO~EVOU Eu,!! . eetOU 1teptßAE1t(1:0U) 
OtK(OU) M[o]ucaiouu1.oU C-epa[ 

1/3 1/96 
1/4 1/120 
1/6 
1/10 1/48 1/600 

(c. 34.37 %) 

(c. 25.83 %) 
(c. 16.66 %) 
(c. 12.25 %) 

The prominent position of the domus gloriosa, no doubt of the 'Apion family', is 
not a surprise. What is more remarkable is that M, although several decades earlier 
than P.Oxy. XVI 2039, displays a very similar picture. Strategius is the largest con
tributor; his part works out to c. 21.64 %. He is followed by the clarissimus Leon
tius, who pays c. 15.27 % of the total amount, and by the heirs of the spectabiles 
Leontius and Philoxenus, whose contributions make up c. 10.19 % and c. 5.56 % of 
the total respectively. We mayaIso note that in V, which is earlier than M, the oikoi 
of Leontius and Philoxenus are listed the one directly after the other. Two immediate 
conclusions may be drawn: 

(i) Strategius seems to have been the leading landowner in Oxyrhynchus around 
490. The oikos ofthe 'Apion family' is known to have existed since the middle ofthe 
fifth century. The supremacy of the family in the region of Oxyrynchus may now be 
shown to go back roughly to the same period. 

(ii) P .Oxy. XVI 2039 reflects a status quo established not later than the last 
decades of the fifth century. In other words, the distribution of economic power be
tween the oikoi at Oxyrhynchus in the later sixth century appears to have its roots in 
the fifth century. 

There are two other elose paralleis to V and M: P.Oxy. XVI 2040, assigned to the 
560s, which lists money payments 'for the fuel of a public bath' from several Oxy
rhynchites of senatorial grade, and p.oxy. XVI 2020, an account of arcarica assignable 
to the 580s 14, which shows many of the persons who figure in 2040 contributing 
sums of barley l5. The two lists 'are an excellent synopsis of the aristocracy which ran 
a provincial town in the decades between 560 and the 580s,16. Once more, it should 
not cause wonder that the highest contributions come from the EVOO~OC OtKOC of the 
Apions. A noticeable feature common to all these lists is the occurrence of contri
butions made by the heirs of deceased aristocrats. The implication is that certain 
estates survived as distinct economic units for many years after the death of their 

14 See Gascou, Grands domaines (s. n. 8) 48 n. 277. On this text see also A. Laniado, 
kVVrEAEO''r1k Notes sur un terme surinterprite, JJP 26 (1996) 48-50, and R. Alston, The 
City in Roman and Byzantine Egypt, London, New York 2002, 315f. 

15 See Gascou, ibid . 
16 1. Banaji, Agrarian Change in Late Antiquity. Gold, Labour and Aristocratic Domi

nance, Oxford 2001,149. 
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founders. These entities recall the oikoi, or rather are oikoi in their own right. One 
such oikos will be examined next. 

IV. Eudaemon, comes, and his oikos 

A. A comes called Eudaemon figures in J. R. Martindale, Prosopography oj the 
Later Roman Empire II, Cambridge 1984, 407, on account of his occurrence in 
P.Oxy. XVI 1949. Eudaemon also appears in a few other texts, two of which were 
published after the appearance of PLRE H. This note sets out to collect all references 
to Eudaemon in the papyri, and examine his position within the spectrum of late 
antique Oxyrhynchus. 

(1) P.Oxy. XVI 1949, of 22 June 481, an order to supply wheat to a bread maker 
on account of prosphora. The text was edited in the following fashion: 

[t] EUöatllülV KOIl€C '~J?I:l[a)~~AA.ülVt ~~ .c ... ] 
2 1tapaCXou 'Hpa€t ap'to1C(omp) ll1tEP AOY(OU) 1tpoccpop(ac) Cl'tOU IlE'tPCP 

KaydAA(cp) ap'taß[ac] 
3 [EKa't]?~ [1t€V't]i!Kov'ta, yt(vov'tat) ~t('tou) (ap'taßat) pv Ilo(vat). (m2) 

t yt(vov'tat) ch(ou) ap'ta~[at pv IlE'tpcP] 
4 (mI) [(E'tOUC)] pv~ pK<; IlaXrov a Ö iVÖtK('ttOVoc). KaYKEAcp. IlaXrov ~ 

o iVÖtK('ttOVoc). 

(2) p.oxy. LXII 4349, 7-8, of 20 August 504, a sale of wine with deferred 
delivery; it refers to ChY{K'tOpt 1tatOd 'tou Evöo~o'ta'tou KOIlt'toc I EuöatllOVoc ywu
xouv'toc EV 'tTI au'tTI Aall1tpa 'O~upuYX{'t&v 1tOA€t. 

~. • • L L 

(3) SB XVIII 13921 (= P.Mich.inv. 3764; ed. pr. ZPE 61 [1985] 77), of 13 
September 507, an order to supply wine to a priest on account of his analoma . The 
text may be presented as follows 17: 

1 EuöatllülV KOIl(€C) Ka\. oi Aall1tp(o'ta'tot) aÖ€Acp(oi) 
2 1tap&~x(ou) '!ülaVVn 1tP€(CßU'tEPCP) AOY(cp) avaAcOll(a'toc) OtVOU 

Ot1tAa g [ 
3 [(E'tOUC)] p1tÖ pvy eroS t€ iVO(tK'ttOVOC) a. 

Ed. pr. took the text to be complete, but it is possible that we are missing the 
right-hand part of the original document. In l. 1, the name and/or description of the 
recipient of the order may have been written in the part now lost, although it is equal
ly possible that there was no mention of an addressee. We mayaiso assume some 
textualloss at the end of l. 2, and consider restoring [yi(vov'tat) Otv(ou) Ot(1tAa) <; 
Il(ova)] . 

17 I am grateful to Traianos Gagos for checking the original and supplying a photo
graph, reproduced in Taf. 5. 
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1. Euöo:i~IOOV KOj.l (ec): EU<>a.lj.lOOVt Koj.l( ) ed . pr., translating I. 1 as 'Kom ... and the 
most iUu Irio~s brethren to Euciaemon', and noting that Koj.l( ) 'must be a proper name, 
since if KOj.l(ec) was meant we would expect the article'; but the article is not necessary, cf. 
P.Oxy. XVI 1949, 1. 

2. ~~: E~ ed. pr., but ~ is hardly discernible on the photo graph (<>t1tA.U <>[ would be a 
more difficult reading). 

3 . (E'W1)C): [( E1:01)C)] ed . pr., but part of the year symbol is still visible . 

(4) P.Oxy. XVI 2016, 8 O{KOU EU()(llIlOVOC. Tbe text, assigned to the sixth cen
tury, is a 'list of individual payme.nts of corn, which are associated with the OiKOt of 
Theon, Timagenes, and Eudaemon'. The houses of Theon and Timagenes are weH 
documented, and go back to the fifth century; that of Eudaemon is not known from 
elsewhere, but it is tempting to think that Eudaemon is the comes Eudaemon of 1-3. 

(5) SB XXII 15257 (= P.Vindob. G 17024), assignable to the late fifth century. 
Eudaemon appears without a title, and heads an account of payments of barley by 
Oxyrhynchite nobles. After hirn are listed a number of spectabiles, and then more 
clarissimi, which suggests that Eudaemon was of spectabilis or higher grade, and very 
probably identical with the comes of 1-3. (On this text see further seetion III above.) 

There are also some uncertain cases. Eudaemon may be the addressee of the letter 
PSI VII 843 (VIVI), whose prescript runs 1:ip ÖecnoTn IlOU YeDUXCfl EuÖalllOOVt '100-
avvT\c. But the identification may be problematic. In lines 6 and 8 lohn uses the term 
euyeveta with reference to Eudaemon. This form of politeness rather suits a person 
oflower status than a comes, cf. p.oxy. XXXIV 2724, 12 (469) (but note that in line 
7 8aUIlactOnrtoC is applied to afemina clarissima), XVI 1891,8 (495), 1959, 10 
(499). However, the papyrus is undated, and may reflect an early stage in Eudaemon's 
career. Eudaemon and lohn may appear again in the address ofthe letter P.Oxy. VIII 
1107 (VIVI) , 'looaVVn ßOT\8ip n(apa) EMaiIlOVOc.ltis also possible that the 
addressee of another letter, PSI VII 839, 9 (VI) EM(atIlOOV) cuv 8(e)ip K [, is the 
same man; but on a photostat, kindly supplied by Rosario Pintaudi, K~J.!-~~··cannot be 
confmned. 

Texts 2, 3, and possibly 5, tell us that Eudaemon was of very high rank: his 
epithet EVÖO~01:a1:oc , taken at face value, indicates that he must have belonged to the 
highest senatorial grade, i. e., he was a vir illustris, in which case he will have been a 
comes domesticorum, probably honorary. 1, which is more than twenty years earlier 
than 2 and 3, does not specify his grade. There is no need to assurne that he was an 
illustris at that time; he could have held a comitiva of lower rank. He was not alone in 
his family to hold a title of nobility. 3 shows that he had siblings of clarissimus 
rank. It is conceivable that they received the codicils conferring their title thanks to the 
elevated status of their brother. But one mayaiso entertain the suspicion that their 
clarissimate was inherited: the sons of all three senatorial classes were entitled to it, 
see A. H. M. Iones, The Later Roman Empire 11, Oxford 1964,529. If this holds, 
Eudaemon's father would at least have been a vir clarissimus, and this would have 
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been an aristocratic family going back to the earlier part of the fifth century. Un
fortunately, the circumstances behind Eudaemon' s rise to the comitiva cannot be re
constructed. 

As one would expect from a man of his status, Eudaemon was a landowner in 
Oxyrhynchus. The expression Yf.01JXOUV'tDC EV 'tTI at)'tn A.aJl1t:pii 'O~1JP1J'YXt'l:WV 
1t:OA.Et in 2 may imply that he owned land only in this region; contr~st the expression 
YE01JXWV Kat EV'l:au8a 'l:n A.aJl1t:pl?: 'O~1JP1J'YXt't:wv 1t:OA.ft, which qualifies other 
Oxyrhynchite ennobled landowners, especially the members of the 'Apion family' 
from 523 onwards (P.Oxy. XVI 1984,3-4). But the reference to the geographical con
fines of Eudaemon's landholdings does not come from a document addressed to hirn, 
so that we need not take the expression at face value. We know only three other 
comites of illustris rank, a11 three comites domesticorum, who were landowners in 
Egypt, and in particular in the province of Arcadia, in the late fifth and early sixth 
centuries 18 : the well-known FI. Strategius I, a great landowner in Oxyrhynchus, 
Herac1eopolis, and possibly elsewhere (see p.oxy. LXVII 4516, 3-4 n.) , who went on 
to become praefectus Augustalis, magister officiorum, and comes sacrarum largiti
onum, while from c. 530 onwards he was apatricius; Varius, 1t:Po)'tEU rov19 at Mem
phis, landowner 'also in the Arsinoite' in 504 (P.Ross.Georg. III 32, 2-3); and FI. 
Eustochius, attested as 1t:Pro'tl'.urov at Arsinoe in 487-491 (SPP XX 128,2, SB XVIII 
13951,2-3), who will have had substantialland holdings there. In short, Eudaemon 
must have been a man of some standing at provinciallevel also. 

1 and 3 show Eudaemon performing a function weIl documented in connection 
with other great landowners20: he authorises supplies of goods for religious purposes 
(1)21, and to a church functionary (3). It would be surprising if a person of his stan
ding were not the head of an oikos, like the Apions and other landed aristocrats in late 
antique Oxyrhynchus; indeed, Eudaemon's oikos may be recognised in 4. What we are 
stilliacking are references to Eudaemon's curial duties, to his possessions in the rural 
hinterland of Oxyrhynchus, and, of course, to his Evanoypa<pot YEropyOi. 

B. What happened to the oikos of Eudaemon after his death? Although positive 
information is not available, it may at least be said that an Eudaemon may have been 
the ancestor of two leading Oxyrhynchites of the sixth century. It is worth reviewing 
the relative evidence. 

(a) A number of Oxyrhynchus papyri attest lustus son of Eudaemon, also a glorio
sissimus comes. lustus 'flourished c. 560-580, dying in or after 576/7 (P.Oxy. XVIII 

18 For a prosopography of the known comites domes ti co rum see R. Delmaire, Les dig
nitaires Zaics au Concile de ChaZcidoine: notes sur Za hierarchie et {es preseances au milieu 
du Ves., Byzantion 54 (1984) 150f., 175 (for the Empire at large), and B. Palme, Flavius 
Epiphallius, Comes domeslicorum, Eirene 34 (1998) 104-108 (for Egypt) . 

19 Cf. Palme, FloviliS (5. n. 18). 106 n. 18 . 
20 For donation of the Apions ro churches and other reJigious institutions see P .Oxy. 

LVIII 3960. 23 n. with references; cf. also R. Remondon, L'Eglise dans Za sociite egyptien
ne ii Z'epoqlle bYZlll1line, CE 47 (1972) 254-277. 

21 1 has received comment in E. Wipszycka, Les ressources et Zes activites econo
miques des eglises efl Egypte du IVe au VlI/d si~cle. Bruxelles 1972, 80. 
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2195). After his death his property, or part of it, was not divided among his heirs but 
was administered as an economic unit, in whose interests we do not yet know' 
(P.Oxy. LVIII 3938,10-11 n., which also gives a fulllisting of his dossier). Even 
though the chance that Iustus was the son of Eudaemon, comes, seems slight, since 
hisfloruit postdates by some six decades that of the man who appears in 1-3 above, 
the possibility of a direct descent cannot be entirely excluded. Longevity was not a 
stranger to Late Roman aristocracy. If the patricius Liberius was an exception22, we 
may recall the case of FI. Strategius I, whose life and career can be traced in papyri 
dating from 489 to 542 (his father Apion also seems to have lived a very long life). 

(b) Sixth-century Oxyrhynchite documents attest another high-ranking individual 
who was the son of an Eudaemon: Menas, the father of the well-known Flavia Ana
stasia. Like Iustus after his death, Menas is referred to as 'of glorious memory' ('tllc 
ev06~ou ~vlJ~llc), which implies that in life he had the honorific epithet evöo~6'ta
'toc: cf. P.Oxy. XLV 3204,7-8 (588), SB VI 9561, 9 (590)23. Unlike his daughter, 
Menas' presence in the papyri is hard to pin down. There are several persons of this 
name in PLRE IIIB, and some of the entries may refer to the same person. He is a 
candidate for identification with the Menas of P.ErI. 120, 7-8 'touc evöo~[o'tahouc 
1tP?~'t~'tUc I Mllvav Kat 'A1tlrova; the text very probably dates to 546/724 , and 
Apion may be FI. Apion 11. It is possible that he occurs in PSI VIII 953, 70 (567/8?) 
't0 Ä.a~1tp(01i6't(!)) 6ropoOeep &oeÄ.<p(0) 'tou evoo~(o'ta'tou) <l>Ä.auC{ou) Mllva. 
Cf. also PSI vm 956,20 (567/825) evo]ol;(o'ta'tou) iÄ.Ä.OU(C'tplOU) Mllva. A comes 
Menas occurs in the Arsinoite P.Prag. I 91 and SPP X 149,4 (both VI), but the name 
is too common anyway. 

Finally, there is a remote possibility that Iustus and Menas occur together in 
P.Köln 111 166, a letter assigned to the sixth/seventh century. The setting ofthe letter 
is that of an elevated social milieu. Addressed to a certain KUPq. Mapl<;t by one Kupoc 
vO'tal?~(oc), it concerns some jewellery that Cyrus was supposed to purchase for 

22 Cf. J. 1. O'Donnell, Liberius the Patrician, Traditio 37 (1981) 31-72. 
23 For Anastasia and abrief description of the contents of her archive see J. van Haelst, 

Des nouvelles archives: Anastasia, proprietaire cl Oxyrhynchos, in: PapCongr. XI, p. 586-
590; see further J. Beaucamp, Le statut de lafemme cl Byzance (4e_7e siecle) 1I, Paris 1992, 
479 (index s. v.). Van Haelst, loc. cit. 586, takes the name of Anastasia's father to be 
Mllv&.c EuöalflOlv, but this is probably not correct, cf. the case of Iustus discussed above 
(Anastasia is invariably styled 9uya:tllP tOU tfjc Ev06~ou flvftflllC Mllv&. Euöalflo
voc). It mayaIso be worth noting that PSI VII 839, a letter addressed to a Eudaemon, refers 
to ft ci: (I. cT,) äöeA(p(ll ) 'Avo.C'tacta [I. 6]). 

24 The text mentions an eleventh indiction in a way wh ich suggests that this indiction 
had not started: tfjc cuv Gei!> EvöEKatllC {VÖ(tKtlOVOC) (11. 4-5). Thus the text must have 
been written during a tenth indiction. There is a reference to wh at seem to be arecent as
sumption of power by Hephaestus, a person of very high rank: tou EVÖo[s]o1:a1:Ou K[at] 
1tavEuq>ftflou 'Hq>alc1:OU av'ttAaß6toc I tOOV apxoov (11. 9-10). This is FI. Ioannes Theo
dorus Menas Narses Chnoubammon Horion Hephaestus (PLRE IIIA 582-3), who entered 
office as dux et augustalis Alexandriae in 545/6. (This text is further discussed in a forth
coming article.) 

25 For the date see 1. Gascou, La detention collegiale de l'autorite pagarchique dans 
l'Egypte byzantine, Byzantion 42 (1972) 70f. n. 3. 
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Maria; the price, sixty-seven solidi, is steep, and suggests that Maria was a woman of 
certain means. The letter mentions two prominent individuals: KOlLt'toc 'Iouc'tou (2), 
K61L€ Elwö6 lOC (16); there are also references to 0 ~laKapL'tTJC M11V& (8) and KUp&V 
Evql1Wtav (20). A comes Theodosius occurs in a papyru f~oni Äphrodito possibly 
dating to 540, see the editor's note; but there are other possibilities, to026 . The other 
three persons have received no comment. For what it is worth, I wonder whether they 
may be identified with three known Oxyrhynchite nobles. Count lustus might be the 
same as the 'son of Eudaemon' , cf. above; he was a contemporary of the EVÖO~O'teX'tTJ 
Fl. Euphemia, attested in the third quarter of the century (PLRE lIlA, Euphemia 3). A 
Maria, lLE)'aA.01tpE1tEC'teX'tT], appears in P.Oxy. XVI 2020, 20 (580s); her entry fol
lows immediately after that of Anastasia, perhaps the daughter of 'Menas son of Eu
daemon'. As for the 'blessed Menas', he might be the father of Anastasia. Even 
though at present there can be no certainty, the coincidences are remarkable. 
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Nikolaos Gonis 

26 For references see L. E. Tacoma, Replacement Parts for an Irrigation Machine of the 
Divine Hause at Oxyrhynchus, ZPE 120 (1998) 125 n. 1. 7. 
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