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ROGER S. BAGNALL, KLAAS A. WORP

The Receipt for Wheat from Abusir

In Tyche 15 (2000) 111-117 (with Taf. 5), Rosario Pintaudi and Wolf Oerter
publish a papyrus found in late antique occupation levels of the Fifth Dynasty
funerary temple of Queen Khentkawes at Abusir. It contains a Greek receipt for wheat
on one side and a Coptic letter addressed to one Apa Paulos, presumably a monk, on
the other. The Greek text is dated by the editors to the fifth century, evidently on
palaeographical grounds, and the Coptic (in consequence) to the fifth/sixth. The letter,
written in a very undeveloped hand and erratically spelled, raises a number of problems
to which we cannot offer a solution. The Greek text, although more professionally
written, also has some difficulties, toward the solution of which we have some
suggestions to offer.

The text as presented by the editors reads as follows:

T ‘Aprddep Addpov drep(én) kopng Mehathoeidog

vrgp e (vdiktiovog) oitov xaBopod &ptdPog Entd, oit(ov) (dptdPac) L, T
npocxopioavta eig gufornv. (2. H.) "At’tiov ooyl pe

(3. H) t PA[®]pwg "Appov iotovp(yog) paptupd Paraphe

The editors remark on a number of oddities in the text, including the presence of a
patronymic with the name of a hyperetes (they correct to vrnp(€tn)), the unique
occurrence of a Lrnpéng kounNg, the name of the witness in line 4, and the title of
the witness.

The anomalies connected with the hyperetes are sufficient to make one doubt that
this is in fact what we have. Nor is the meaning of the supposed syntax clear: Is
Harpalos receiving a tax payment or making one? In the former case, he should be
issuing the receipt; in the latter, one might expect him to be in the nominative, or
else for the name of the receiver to appear in the nominative before his. These
difficulties and the general principle that one should not assume error in the face of
uncertainty lead us to suggest that one should understand vrep to be exactly what it
looks like, Drép. This does, admittedly, encounter the objection that there seems to be
a diagonal line through the rho, suggesting abbreviation!. We believe (and colleagues
we have consulted have the same recollection) that we have encountered such a
phenomenon — the false abbreviation mark — in other cases, although we have not
to date managed to locate a precisely analogous example. Although it is not a perfect
parallel, we may cite the writing of & in the form of an® (as if the omicron were

1 We are grateful to Rosario Pintaudi for a digital image of the papyrus which is better
than the printed plate.
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raised in abbreviation) in P.Cair.Masp. 111 67279. 2, if one may judge from the
manner in which Maspero prints the text. The phrase vrép xdung is, of course, what
one would expect to find in a receipt.

Before it should stand the name of the taxpayer. We are not persuaded by the
reading “ApnéAe. There should be room after the initial chrism, of which only the
top is visible, for two or three letters before rho. The scanty traces just before rho do
not look like an alpha. There also appears to be a diagonal stroke through rho, which
ought (despite what we have just said) to indicate abbreviation. We suggest reading
[A]p(Atoc)2. The name that follows does indeed begin in pi, but the letters after pi
are more difficult. With some hesitation we suggest reading I[Tp®v. This name is not,
as far as we know, attested elsewhere in this spelling. In its defense, however, we
point out that the first name listed among the writers of the Coptic letter that reused
this papyrus is named Moun. This name is adequately well attested in the form
Modbvig (three instances in NB and Onomasticon). A superficially similar form, with
the article p-, [Tpodv, is well known as part of toponyms (,,the water of* with
reference to wells), but there is apparently one example of this spelling as a personal
name in L. Robert, Collection Froehner 75 (repr. as SB V 8959), an inscription of
unknown provenance and date. Alternation between forms with the article and those
without are not unknown elsewhere; a good example is Psais son of Pamour in the
Greek papyri from Kellis (P.Kell. I Gr. 44, 76), who is simply Shai in the Coptic
papyri (see P.Kell. V, p. 43). Moun in the names Moun, Mounis, Pmoun, and Pmon
is unlikely to refer to water, since the # is not part of the stem and requires a
following name; it is instead perhaps Coptic MOYN (Crum, Coptic Dictionary 171b),
»perseverance® or the adjective ,,persevering®; one is reminded of the Greek adjective
used as a name, Mévipog, mentioned by Crum. We may advance the suggestion that
(P)moun received the receipt for his wheat and eventually recycled it as the bearer of a
letter.

The beginning of the name ®A in line 4 naturally suggests at this date the name
Flavius, and we believe that we should read the witness’s name as ®A(&oviog)
Topanaponv. We cannot imagine why a weaver would indicate his occupation in
witnessing a receipt, nor is a weaver likely to have the designation Flavius. We
suggest, instead, reading &kto0p(10g), for dktovap(106). This rendering of actuarius
is attested in P.Abinn. 77B ii. 13 and (with -1 ending) in P.Panop.Beatty 1, 21. For
references to the appearance of this position in Egypt and discussion, see I. Cervenka-
Ehrenstrasser, Lexikon der lateinischen Lehnworter 1, Wien 1996, 63-66. Although
she does not mention witnessing receipts as one of their duties, they were closely
connected with the handling of government wheat, particularly for military purposes.

Roger S. Bagnall Klaas A. Worp
Columbia University University of Amsterdam
606 Hamilton Hall Oude Turfmarkt 129
New York, NY 10027 NL-1012 GC Amsterdam

2 Palaeographically and syntactically, [31€]lyp(owev) would also be possible, but this
seems not to be used in receipts beyond the middle of the fourth century; P.Amh. IT 140, 14
(349) is the latest dated example known to us.



