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AMPHILOCHIOS PAPATHOMAS 

A New Testimony to the Letter to the Hebrews 
(2.9-11 and 3.3-6) 

Tafel 6 

The papyrus presented here was first published by the present author in the 
eleclrollic "Journal of Greco-Roman Christianity and Judaism" J (2000) 18-24 (hup:// 
wlVw.jgrchj.coml) . Here I offer a print version of the article I, in which I additionally 
disCllSS alternati ve views on tbe papyrus published in the rneanlime. 

The papyrus fragment P.Vindob. G 42417 of(ers a new testimony to the New 
Testament Letter 10 the Hebrews. Tbe fragment measurcs 3.3 x 5.2 em. Hs mm'gin 
are no langer extsnt. There are parts of Heb. 2.9-11 Oll its recta and Heb. 3.3-6 on its 
verso. The script runs along the fibres on the recto, and across the fibres on the verso. 

Several witnesses to the Letter to the Hebrews have come down to us from late 
antique Egypt. The catalogues of J. van Haelst2 and K. Aland3 list eleven such 
witnesses whieh were wrilten on various materials (papyrus, parehment or ostraca)4. 
Morcover, lhere is the papyrus codex P.Laur. IV 142 of the late fourth century5, as 
well as tlle parchment codex Sinai, Sl.Catherine's Monastery Mr 70 + Sl.Petersburg, 
Ross. Nac. BibJ., GI'. 9 (Gregory, Aland 0285) of the sixth century. Most recenlly a 
new fragment, pl'Obably of a papyrus codex, conlaining Heb. 1,7-12 and dated to the 
third century was published as P.Oxy. LVI 4498 (~114) by W. E. H. Cockle. The 
[e ' l of the fragment e, amined here is alles ted in its entirety by only olle olher early 
Christian docllmenl from Egypt, namely P.Chester Beatty 2 (van HaelsL, Catalogue, 
no 497 = Aland, Reperto7'iulIl , NT46 (0105]), which dates from e. A. D. 200. The text 
on the verso is also attested by P.Oxy. IV 657, col. I (3rd/4th cent.), which contains a 

I Work on thls arlicle was carried OUl wilhin lhe frarnework of the Projecl "Edition of 
papyri from Plolemaic, Roman, and Byzantine Egypt", llnder the auspices of lhe Allslrian 
Acaclemy of Scicnces and fllnded by the Austrian Science Fund (Fonds l.lIr Förderung der 
wissensclwjilichen Forschung) . 

2 J. van HaelsL, Cata[o8ue des papyrus lifleraire.~ juifs cl cl/rbiells (Universile de Paris 
IV Paris- orbonne Serie 'Papyrologie' I) , Paris 1976. 

3 K. Aland. Reperlorillfll der griechischen christlichen PClpyri, 1. Biblische Papyri (PTS 
18), Berlin. New York 1976. 

4 Van Haelsl, Carl/loglle, nos. 20, 182.497 (= Aland, Repertorium, NT46 [0105]), 507. 
536 (= Aland, Repertorium. NT12 [Var 351),537 (= Aland, Repertorium, NTI3), 538, 539 
(= Aland, Repertorillln , NTl7), 540 (= Aland, Repertorium. NT79), 541 and 542 

5 Ediled by R. Pinlaudi , N. T. Ad Hebraeos VI, 7-9; 15- 17 (PL 1il/292), ZPE 42 (1981) 
42-44. 
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substanlial part öf the Letter to the Hebrews, as well as by a parchment codex from 
Egypl, Washington, mithsonian lnst., Freer GaIJery of Art, 06.275 (5 th/6th ccnt.)6. 

As is usually the case with Christian texts, it appears that the fragment in 
question, which is written on both sides, comes from a now lost codex. The preserved 
text allows us to calculate the rough dimensions of the original folio. The fact that 
there must have been around fifty words on either side of the fragment (see the 
reconstructed version at the end of the paper), which, as mentioned above, has a height 
of 5 cm., while 172 words are missing between the preserved parts, suggests that the 
space needed for the missing words must have been 17 cm. high. lf one adds the 
height of the preserved fragment, i. e. 5 cm., plus 3 cm. for each of the upper and 
tower margins, it could then be deduced that the original folio was 28 cm. high. The 
width of the written column can also be calculated. Since there are approximately 
eight letters to the line on the 3.3 cm. wide fragment, while there must have 
originally been 34 letters to the line, the original column must have been 14 cm. 
wide. If another 4 cm. are allowed for the left-hand and right-hand margins, it turns out 
that the original folio was 18 cm. \Vide. The codex, thcrefore, mcasured 18 x 28 cm., 
which is a pcrfeclly normal size for lhe papyrus codices of the time7. 

From the point of vicw of Lcxlual critici mattention should bc drawn to line 10, ]e 
Ka1:a[. Here the manuscript tradition has 6 OE 1tav1:a (1:a 1tav1:a is also attested) 
Ka1:Q.crKEUacrae; S86e;. On our papyrus, however, the reading 1tav}1a Ka1:a[crK8u­
acrae; is palaeogJ'aphically impossible. A probable reconstnlction that 'would' remain 
as cJose to the original as possible would be: [ . .. 6 OE Seo]e; Ka1:a[crKe'l)~(jae; (-ca) 
1taV'ta ... ], in which case the differing ward order would have resuited from an error 
of the scribe or his model8. It should, furthermore, be noted that there is a single case 
of accentuation in the text (a spiritus asp er in line 4), whereas the nomen sacrum \T]V, 

which is usual both in medieval manuscripts and in papyri9 is also encollntered here 
(Iine 1). 

6 Edited by H. A. Sanders, The New Testament Manuscripts in the Freer Collection 
(University of Michigan Studies 9), New York, London 1918, 249-315 (esp. 295) (van 
Haelst, Catalogue, no. 507 = Gregory, Aland I 016). The popularity of the Letter to the 
Hebrews is also mirrored in other texts of Late Antiquity, which contain reminiscences of 
it; cf. van Haelst, Catalogue, nos. 689, 730, 906 and 1097. 

7 On the size of papyrus codices in Late Antiquity, see E. G. Turner, The Typology of 
the Early Codex (Haney Foundation Series 18), Philadelphia 1977, 13-34 (esp. 14--22). 
The reconstructed format of our fragment corresponds to Turner' s Group 5 (c. 18 x 30 cm.). 

8 K. Jaros, Ein neues Fragment des Hebräerbriefes, Antike Welt 31 (2001) 271-273 has 
recently suggested that Je KCt:ta[ is indced an error of the copisl, who would have been 
mi sIed by the same letter order i'n the prcceding line (o"h.:]o~ KCt't[o:cr1(€.u6:~E'tCXt). Although 
this possibility cannot be excluded, it appears quitc improbable to me Lbat neither Lhe 
scribe nor his corrector, if there existed one, would in a second reading have spotted and 
corrected the obvious mi stake 0 OE neXv't<; Ka't<lcrKEueXcr<l<; 9(E6)<; (as in Jaros, 
Hebräerbrief, 272). The potential supplement Ka'tacrKEueX~Et mentioned by C. Römer, 
Christliche Texte V, APF 47.2 (2001) 368-376, esp. 369 does not seem possible to me, as 
from a theological point of view it would imply that the process of creation has not yet 
been complctcd and is still conlinuing. 

9 Cf. A. H. R. E. Paap, Nomina Sacra in the Greek Papyri of the First Five Centuries A. 
D. (Pap. Lugd. Bat. 8), Leiden 1959,93, 107-109 and Aland, Repertorium, 423. 
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The fragment ean be dated by applying palaeographieal eriteria. In faet, even 

though several charaeteristics of the elegant seript lO point to an early datingll , the 

palaeogra phieal paralleIs aHmv us to date the papyrus to the fifth or possibly even to 
the sixth eenturyl2. 

In what folIows, a diplomatie transeription of the fragment as weil as a reeon­

strueted version of the text are presented. It should be borne in mind that the alloeation 

of the lost text to eaeh line is hypothetieal. Owing to the loss of the margins, there is 

no indieation of the position the fragment originally oeeupied in the eolumn and, 

consequently, as to exaetly where a line stopped and the next began. 

Diplomatie Transcription 
Reeto 

Reconstrueted Version 

... 2,9 'tüv bE ßpo:xu 'tt 1to:p' ayyO"ou<; ';"--] 

[o:'t1CülleVOV ß,,-e1t0IlEv] 'Irl( (Jou)v bt~ [1ü 1ta81WO: 'tou] 

10 I see no palaeographical reason whatsoever far accepting Jaros's suggestion (Hebrä­
erbriej [see note 8], 273) that the papyrus was written by a scribe who was a ßpaoecoe; 
ypacpcov . For characterictic examples of scripts of "slow writers", see the c1assic article of 
H. C. Youtie, Bpa8iw~ yp6.rpwv: Between Literacy and IIliteracy, GRBS 12 (1971) 239-
261 (= H. C. Youtie, Scriplillncl~lae H, Amslerdam J973, 629-651) . 

II Cf., for instance, R. Seider, Paläographie der griechischen Papyri 11 , Stuttgarl 1970, 
no. 44 (P.8odm. ll. JI1 9.28--35; middle of thc 2nd cent.) and no. 54 (P.Beally vn, Ezek. 
16.57ff.; 3rd/4lh cent.) . 

12 CL, for example, P.Oxy. LXV1 4496 (plates I- lI) from the fif'lh cenl. A.D. Importalll 
elements of the same type of script are also to be found in papyrus documents of the period; 
cf., for instance, CPR VII 27. Although a dating of our text to the seventh cent. could be 
considered on the basis of A. Deissmann, Die Septuaginta-Papyri und andere altchristliche 
Texte (Pap. Heid. 1), Heidelberg 1905, no. 1 with plates (plate of a folio also in Seider, 
Paläographie (see note 11) II, no. 67, plate 37), it seems to me to be less Iikely. K. Jaros, 
Hebrtierbriej [see note 8], 273 proposes a much earJier dating far our papyrus, viz. the late 
2nd / early 3rd cent. A.D. on the basis of two arguments. The first olle is the use of the 
nomen sacrum lT]V instead of tv in line 1, which, according to Jaros, points to an early 
date. The second argument is the use of the fuH form '\li.6e; instead of a nomen sacrum in line 
13, which Jaros interprets as an indication of the belief of the scribe and of the society of 
his age that the incarnate Jesus was different from the divine Logos, a fact which would in 
turn point to the beliefs of the early Christian Church. Neither argument is convincing. 
With regard to the first argument it should be noted that the three-Ietter abbreviations iTic 
and lT]V are altested in the papyri of the Byzantine period as well; cf., for example, Paap, 
Nomina Sacra (see note 9), 107-109. In his second argument, Jaros reads too much into 
one word. The fuH form '\li.6e; is not surprising at all , but on the contrary, reflects a very 
uSllal praxis of the scribes of the early Byzantine period; cf., e. g., Paap, Nomina Sacra (see 
note 9), 110-112: "From the papyri it appears that ui.6e; is seldom contracted; to as many 
as 123 of the 143 sources contraction in either the sacral or the profane meaning is 
unknown ... ". Moreover, Jaros's second argument is contradicted by his first, since the use 
by our scribe of the nomen sacrum lT]V in line 1 proves beyond any doubt that he had no 
objections as to the divinity of Jesus. Having completed this paper, the following 
publications concerning the dating of this papyrus have come to my attention: C. Römer 
(see note 8) and H. Förster, Heilige Namen in Heiligen Texten, Antike Welt 33 (2002) 321-
324. 
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2 ]11 Ecn:[ 
3 h~9c YE[ 
4 ]00 01 OV 'ta 1t[ 
5 ]o~c E't( oo[ 
6 ]c oo't11 p taC [ 
7 . ]~ y~~[ 

---- - -_ .. -

L 
Line 4 ov 

_ ... .. _----
8 ]u OlKO[ 
9 ]o~ Ka't'[ 
10 ]c Ka't~[ 
11 ]1tlcr'toc EV [ 
12 ]~~'tUPlO~ 't[ 
13 ]~ UlOC E1tl ~[ 
14 ]v 11I1El[ 

- -----

Amphilochios Papathornas 

Amphilochios Papalhomas 

[8avu'tou 86~n Kat 't111111 ecr'tE[ <pavOOI1EVOV, Ö1tooe;] 
[x<xpm 0EOU \l1tEP 1t<x]v't6e; YE[UCJ1l'tat 8av<X'tou.] 
[2.l0 "E7tPE7tEV 'YO:P au~j&, 01' OV 't0: 7t[Ct.Vt <x Kat 01' oi)] , .. 
[to: 1tUVt<X, 1tOAAOUe; U1]oue; Eie; 86[~av a:yay6v'ta] 
['tov apx1l'Yov tfle;] crOOt11 plae; [au'trov 010: 7ta811-] 
[I1U'toov 'tEAElrocral.· 2.11 Ö 't]~ y~~ [aYlaSOOv K'tA.] 

Verso 

3,3 Ka8' öcrov 1tAEtOva] 
[n~Li,v eXEl 'tolU OlKO[U 6 Ka'tacrKEuucrCtt; a\l'tov.] 
[3.47t&.e; rap otK]Oe; K<X't [ amcEuusE't(U {mo] 
[1tVOe;, 6 OE 8EO]e; Ka'tO:[O'KEuucrac; 7tCt.v 'ta . 3.S Kat] 
[Mroücrfle; ~EV] It tcr'toe; tv [ÖAOO 't(0 01)(00 atl'tou roe;] 
[8EPUltOOV Eie; ~ljo:p't'UP lO~ 't (ro~ A~A.11e~croIlEvoov,] 
[3,6 XpIO''tOe; OE ffijs ui.oe; E7rl 't[üv 01KOV au'tou ·] 
[oti otK6<; ecrJ,.lE]v iu.u::i[c; !('tA..] 

University of Athens 
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University Campus 
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Athens. Greece 



Tafel 6 

zu N, Kruit, K. A, Worp: S. 91ff. 

711 A Pnnathomas: S. 107ff. zu A. Papathomas: S. 107ff. 


