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NIKOLAOS GONIS 

A Late Byzantine Land Lease from Oxyrhynchus: 
P.Oxy. XVI 1968 Revised 

Tafel 3 

P.Oxy. XVI 1968 20.2 x 20.1 cm Lute sixth century 

This papyrus was published in section 'IX. Minor Documents' of P.Oxy. XVI, in 
1924. The edition, not accompanied by a translation or commentary, was preceded by 
the following description: 

'Part of alease of 6 arourae of land in a field called 'tou MovcxeJ'tl1P10U, the rent being 

payable in kind. Cf. P.S.I. 77. The beginnings of the lines are missing, but the extenl of the 

gap is fixed fairly certainly by I. 12 and approximate restorations are generally possible'. 

Today, this certainty may be questioned. Line 12 is not by the hand responsible for 
lines 1-10, and this undermines its value as a basis for comparison; further, similar 
texts published subsequently suggest several different supplements from ed. pr. The 
textual changes which are necessary, as weH as the overall scarcity of Oxyrhynchite 
land leases of this period, seem to make a new edition worthwhile. 

The date of the document does not survive. The editors assigned it to the sixth 
century; in fact, the notarial signature points to the last quarter of the century, see 
further 12 n. 

The lease concerns land situated in a Il11Xavi], literally an irrigation machine, but 
here an artificially irrigated unit of cultivation. The document bears elose affinities to 
that elass of texts in which the object of the lease is said to be a 1l1lXavi] with land, see 
the introductions to P.Oxy. LV 3803, LVIII 3955, LXIII 4390, LXVII 4615 1. It may 
also be compared to SB XX 15027 (475)2, an Oxyrhynchite Illcr8(0)a1toxi] of two 
arouras located in a Il11Xavi], or P.Palau Rib. inv. 24 (502/3)3, alease of an unknown 
number of arouras somewhere in the Oxyrhynchite norne. In most of these documents 

1 Two further such documents are P.bibl.univ.Giss. inv. 47 (591-93), see J. van Haelst, 
'Des nouvelles archives: Anastasia, proprietaire a Oxyrhynchos', in Atti dell 'XI Congresso 
Intemazionale di Papirologia (Mi/ano 1966) 586 [to be published by T. M. Hickey], and 
P.Lond. V 1876 deser. [to be published by Hickey and J. G. Kcenan] . 

2 This text has received a new edition by A. Papathomas, 'Eine spätantike griechische 
Holztafel mit drei Mustertexten juristischen Inhalts. APF 45 (1999) 39-46. 

3 Published by S. Daris. 'Due nOle a papiri Palau Ribes', Emerita 64 (1996) 291. The lease 
is said to commence in Oxyrhynchite era year 170/149, wh ich corresponds to 502/3 (501/2 ed. 
pr.) . 
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the lessors are usually persons of elevated social standing; this is the case here too, see 
below 4 n. para. 24. 

An interesting feature of this text is the lack of a reference to the exact amount of 
the rent, simply stated to be that prescribed by the landowner(s)'s cmat'tTt(Jt~OV, 'list 
of exactions', i.e. rent-roll (on the term see below 6 n.). This recalls P.Oxy. LV 3803 
of 411, where 'the rent is unspecified but is as laid down in previous rent-rolls and on 
the same tenns as for other machines, which suggests that the lessor was a landowner 
on more than a small sc ale. Relevant too may be the fact that the land is leased in 
perpetuity'. Also here the duration of the lease is stated to be at the will of the 
lessor(s). The similarity of P.Oxy. 1968 and 3803 appears all the more striking when 
we take into account the wide time span which separates them. It folIows, therefore, 
that practices seen in full force in the later sixth century, and typical of the great 
landownership of the period, were already present in the early years of the fifth 
century, and probably even earlier: P.Col. VIII 238, a rent-roll of 'a large landowner, 
no doubt resident in Oxyrhynchos, and owning land' in several places of the norne, 
has been plausibly assigned to the second half of the fourth century. It is also worth 
noting that the lessor of P.Oxy. 3803 holds a title of nobility (vir clarissimus), which, 
mutatis mutandis (the clarissimate in the early years of the fifth century still carried 
considerable dignity), is the rule among the great landowners of later times. 

Earlier I alluded to a well-known statistical feature of Oxyrhynchite land leases of 
this period, viz. that their number is a small fraction of the figures available from the 
Arsinoite or Hermopolite regions5. So far as I can see, this was first pointed out by H. 
Comfort at a time when only sixteen volumes of The Oxyrhynchus Papyri had been 
published6. The balance has not been redressed since then, even though the series has 
reached its sixty-seventh volume (2001). Not surprisingly, the number of land leases 
relating to holdings of the Apion family is extremely smalI. J. Gascou knew of only 
two examples, P.Flor. III 325 (489, cf. BL VII 53) and P.Oxy. XVI 1968, both of 
which he considered as doubtful7 ; we may now add P.Oxy. LXIII 4390 (469) and 

4 In P.Palau Rib. inv. 24 lhe exprcs ' ion /)UX.1KElJ,lEVCX<; EV 1tEOtOu; ~oü aül-r]oü K[~]11lJ.la'to<; 
(line 5) may suggest a link with a 'Iarge estate' (not necessarily that of lhe Apioll~). 

5 See most recently A. Jördens, 'Die AgrarvcrhäHnisse im spälunlikenÄgyplcn', Ull'ema 
10 (1999) 126-30, 138-41. Jördens, loc. cit. 127 n. 40, offers a list of Oxyrhynchite land leases 
of this period, updating that given in D. Hennig, Untersuchungen zur BOdenpachl illl 
ptolemäisch-römischen Ägypten (Diss. München 1967) 343-6, nos. 619-25 (bUl note that PSl 
VIII 881, listed by Hennig as no. 624, is omitted). Of these texts, P.Erl. 75 is probably not 
Oxyrhynchite, but rather comes from Hermopolis (this will be discussed elsewhere). One 
should also add P.Palau Rib. inv. 24 (502/3) (see above n. 3), P.Oxy. LXVII (505), PSI VIII 
920 (VI) [this item receives abrief mention in J. Herrmann, Studien zur Bodenpacht im Recht 
der graeco-ägyptischen Papyri (MBPR 41: München 1958) 287 n. 1, but has not appeared in 
any other list - I owe the reference to T. M. HickeyJ, and two of the texts discussed the 
Appendix bclow, viz. PUG I 32 (584/5), and P.Michacl. 34 (VI) 

6 'Late Byzantine Land-Leases E<p' öaov Xpovov ßOUAEl', Aegyptus 14 (1934) 88, and 
'Notes on "Requests" and XElpoypa<pa among Late Byzantine Land-Leases', Aegyptus 14 
(1934) 287-8. 

7 'Les grands domaines, la eite et I'etat en I'Egypte byzantine', T&MByz 9 (1985) 9 n. 29. 
Evidence which became known only recently shows that P.Flor. 325 was indeed addressed to 
FI. Strategius I at an early stage of his career; see P.Oxy. LXVII 4514.1 n. 
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LXVII 4615 (505). It is significant that no such document comes fra m the period 
which produced the bulk ofthe 'Apion archive' (c. 540-621: more than 150 published 
items) - P. Oxy. XVI 1968 need not be part of it, see below 4 n. 

Unless it is a trick of our evidence8, the simplest explanation for this scarcity is 
that in the sixth and seventh centuries Oxyrhynchus produced very few landleasing 
agreements of the type we find in other Egyptian localities. Comfort has suggested 
that insofar as this was a time when aristocratic families owned or controlled large 
areas in the region, there was possibly very little land available for leasing9. However, 
this does not need to have led to the extinction of landleasing. Gascou has argued that 
in the running of the large estates long-term or emphyteutic leases may have played a 
key role lO . But no certain example of an emphyteutic lease from Oxyrhynchus has 
been published to date, although the terms of P.Oxy. 1968 and 3803 strongly recall 
those of emphyteusis agreements!l. Rather, it seems reasonable to assurne that the 
conditions of land tenancy in the area were not generally regulated by written leases. 
The references to and survival of cmattl]CJqw. are telling enough. As Rowlandson put 
it, '[a]s landlords grew more remote from their tenants and the terms under which 
their land was farmed perhaps became more standardised, the rent-roll replaced the 
lease as the most important record of their relationship' 12. 

Yet not aB estate agriculture was regulated by rent-rolls. J. Banaji has made a 
strang case for permanent agriculturallabour (Evarc6ypa<pot yeropyol, or coloni ad
scripticii), operating on the basis of advance payments (1tpOxpetat), as the structural 
basis of large estate agriculture 13. Rent -rolls and permanent labour left !ittle room for 

8 J. Rowlandson, 'Crap Rotation and Rent Payment in Oxyrhynchite Land-Leases: Social 
and Economic Interpretations', Proceedillgs of the 20th International Congress of Papyrolo
gisis (Copenhagen 1994) 498, has suggested that ' if the contracts were kept by local estate 
managers, rather than by land-owners who lived in the city, copies might be less likely to find 
their way to the rubbish-tips of Oxyrhynchus'. The suggestion is ingenious, but difficult to 
prove (cf. also the reservations expressed by Jördens, loc. eit. 141 n. 82). Rowlandson has also 
argued that the decline in the number of leases in the sixth century 'is undoubtedly to be 
connected with the predominance of the Apion estate archives'. This needs qualification; 
although the Apion papers occupy a very conspicuous place in the sixth- and early seventh
century Oxyrhynchite documentation (after c. 540, and especially from the reign of Maurice 
onwards), we possess a considerab1e number of documents of this period with no Apion 
connections (but it should be notcd that many of these texts re1ate to other grcßl landowners). 

9 Cf. Aegyptus 14 (1934) 88: 'a depressing indicaLion of the trend of the economic life .. . of 
Oxyrhynchus, where the great landowner ruled supreme'. A similar point is made by 1. F. 
Fikhman, Oxirinkh - gorod papirusov (Moskva 1976) 60-63, who associates the decline in the 
number of land leases with the rise of the large estates. 

10 Gascou, loc. eit. 7 ff. 
II Cf. R. Katzoff, [review ofP.Oxy. LV] RASP 25 (1988) 162-165. We may note, however, 

that the entry {l1tEP EllqllYrta<; in the Apion estate account P.Oxy. LV 3805.12 may weil refer to 
such alease. The cases 'öf PSI III 176 and VIII 881, which might possibly be associated with 
emphyteutic agreements, are very uncertain, see H. Comfort, 'Emphyteusis among the Papyri', 
Aegrf(US 17 (1937) 19- 2l. 

Row1andson, loc. cit. 499. 
13 'Agrarian History and the Labour Organisation of Byzantine Large Estates', in A. K. 

Bowman, E. Rogan (eds.), Agriculture in Egypt from Pharaonie to Modem Times (PBA 96: 
Oxford 1999) 193-216. Jördens, loc. eit. 138, points out that in the Oxyrhynchite 'war man 
teilweise schon früh vom Pachtsystem abgekommen und zur Eigenwirtschaft des Grundherren 
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traditionallandleasing agreements. To be sure, rent-rolls and coloni adscripticii are 
intimately linked with large estates; and if land leases dwindle from the Byzantine 
Oxyrhynchite, it follows that these estates took up the greatest part of the rural a{eas 
of the old norne. Almost seventy years later Comfort' s statement appears to have 
retained its value. 

That the exiguous number of late Byzantine land leases from Oxyrhynchus seems 
closely related to the rural social relations prevalent in the region, which differed from 
those in the rest of Egypt (or those parts of Egypt known from the papyri), is not a 
great surprise. In late antique Egypt, Oxyrhynchus and its hinterland seem to have 
been a very particular case. No other region has attested that class of agricultural 
labourers, the EVa1toypa<pOt Y€COpYO(14; and no other city in the Nile valJey appears to 
!lave had such a hjgh concentration of landed aristocrats as Oxyrhynchus 15. 

1 c. 14 EK A.t]ßo~ 'ta{Yrll~ OA.OKA.TlPOU~ E~ apoupa~ oÜ<Ja~ EV 
IlTlxavn KaA.OUIlE(Vn) 'tou Mova<J'tllptoU 

2 [IlE'ta 'tou E1ttßaA.A.ov'to~] alJ'tC!-l<; JlEPO';l<; EK 'tou A.aKKOU 'tfl~ al)'tfl~ JlllXavfl<; 
Kat UöpEUJla'to<; 

3 [Kat KUKA.EU'tl1PtOU Kat Jl]1)xaVtKOO[v] opyavcov Kat <pU'toov nav'totcov Ka1 
nav'to<; E'tEPOU btKatOU 

4 [al)'toov Ent 't0 c. 8 ]. m8at 'tfl<; 'tou'tcov Jlt<JSro<JECO<;' Kat 'tEA.E<JCO 'tn UJloov 
unEp<pud~ 

5 [bta 'toov a'.l'tn npo<JTlKoV't]C?V unep <popou 'tou'tcov Ka8' eKa<J'tov EVlaU'tOV 
ent 'tE VE1A.Oßp6xou 

6 (Kat aßpoxou aKOA.O~e~S ~]<{l YE[O]';lX1K0 UJlOOV anat'tTlcrtWp, övnEp cpopOV 
nano<; KtvbUvou 

7 [aKtvbuvov EnavaYK]E<; anobrocrco 'tn UJlOOV unEp<pud~ bta 'toov atnn 
npo<JT]KoV'tCOV EV t0 

8 [beov'tt KalP0 ? avun] EpSe1:co<;, nOlOUJlE(VO<;) Kat 't~V avaßoA.~v 'tOOV 
vaudcov' t'hv be VOJl'hv tOOV 

9 [npOElPTlJlEVCOV navtcov 1t]~aYJlatcov &'tPCOtov aßA.aßfl qJUA.a~co Kat 
napaorocrco t'fj UJlEtep~ unEp<pud~ 

10 [onomv ßOUA.TlSet]T] 00<; Kat napdA.Tl<pa. KUpta f] Jlt<JS(co<Jt<;) anA.(fl) 
ypa<p( et<Ja) ~at EnEp(cotT18Et<;) 00 JlOA.( oY1l<Ja)t. 

Ubergegangen, wobei die enstandcllcn Lücken anfllnglich durch die Verpflichtung bezahlter 
landwirtschaftlicher Arbeiter geschlossen wurden'. In the light of the evidence adduced by 
Banuji, Ihis practice secms to be going strong in lat'el' limes too. Jördens, loc. eil. 141, also 
nssociates the scm·ci ly of land-Ienses in the Apion archive wirh 'solchen schollengcbundencl1, 
halbfreicn Kolonen'; but P.Oxy LXVU 4615 (505) now attests alessee who i an evo1toypa<po<; 

YEülfi<;· 
The one Of two such cases in the Heracleopolite nome, whieh was largely dependent on 

Oxyrhynchus, cannot qualify as exceptions (cf. 1. F. Fikhman, 'Esclaves et colons en Egypte 
byzantine', AnPap 3 (1991) 10 & n. 7).; cf. also Jördens, loc, eit. 140. 

15 Banoji. loe. eil. 201, observes that 'the formation of an aristocracy did not preclude, and 
may even have stimulated, patterns of labour use dependent largely on wage labour'. 
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11m2 [M)P~AW<;? c. 6 ]<; <l>OtßUIlIlWVO<; (; 7tpoYEYPaIlIlEvo<; mo7tOtTlllat 'ta\rtTlv 't~v 
12 [J.ltcr8(J.)(HV Kat cmo]~0crw 'tGV 7tPOYEypaIlIlEVOV q>opOV Ka't' lho<; 00<; 

7tpOK(El'tat). 'Avacr'tucrw<; 
13 [cruIlßoAawypu<po]<; a~tw8d<; Eypmva {l1tEP au'tou aypallllu'tOU ov'to<;t. // 
14 ~ di emu Anastasiu eteleiothFit. 

2 üSp€u).lcx'tac 4, 7 Ü).lCOV 4, 6, 9 Ü1t€pqlU€tcx 5, 13 Ü1t€P 8 I. vaußtwv 

' ... to its south the entire six arouras situated in the artificially irrigated fann called 
'Of the Monastery', with the part of the cistern of the same farm which falls to them 
and the weIl and the wheel and the machinery of the irrigator and the plants of aIl 
kinds and every other right of them, on condition that ... their lease. And I shaIl pay 
your extraordinariness through your people in respect of rent on them each year for 
both Ni1e-watered and unwatered land in accordance with your, the landowner's, list 
of exactions; this rent, free of all risk, 1 shall necessarily deli ver to your extraordi
nariness through your peop1e at the proper time (?) without delay, with me also carry
ing out the raising of the irrigation earthworks. And the right of possession of the 
aforesaid things 1 shall preserve free of injury and damage and shall return to your 
extraordinariness whenever you may wish just as 1 received it. The lease, written in a 
single copy, is binding, and in reply to the formal question 1 gave my assent'. 

(2nd hand) 'I, Aurelius (?) ... s, son of Phoebammon, the aforewritten person, have 
made this lease, and 1 shall deliver the aforewritten rent each year as aforesaid. I, 
Anastasius, contract writer, as requested, wrote on his behalf because he is illiterate' . 

'Through me, Anastasius, the completion was made'. 

1. E~ upoupaS oücraS EV Il11XUVn. Cf. SB XX 15027.3 (475) EV tU (Iln Il11XUVft KUAOUIlEVll 

~'t't?. ~e?~eUS ouo. 
2. [1J.€:tu toü E1tlßciAAOV'tOC;] CX\ltttlC; ~lepouc; EK 'toü ACtKKOU: [IlW) 'tOll rrpocrovtOC;?) (l1Jtal:c; 

IlEpOUr; IiKtou A.Ct.K.KOU ed. pr. P.Ser!: Zill. 7.J·4-15 (574), II lea. C of an oA6KI..I1Poc; ~lllX(X~~: 1~('Is 
lletcX ·Kai. 'tOll E1tlKE1IJ.EVOU 1 ev allTD AO:KKOU. but Lhe OCClIn:CIlCC of ~Iepouc; here doC$ not allolV 
supplementing €1tlKE1IJ.EVOU. For the restored E1tlßO:AAov'tOC;, compare P.Palau Rib. inv. 24.7-8 
(cf. above n. 3), edited as folIows: 

] IlE't(hou Emß&AAOVt[O~] U1JtatS [IlEpoup]o[u 
opy&]vrov KUt ~UtOOV 1tuv't'~trov KUt 'toov UAOYrov 

Comparison with P.Oxy. 1968 suggests that these two lines may be presented thus: 
] IlEtcX 'tou EmßaAAov't[OC;] UUtu"tC; [Jlep01Jr; 't]o[u A.aKKOu7 - -

- - KUt Il11XUV1KOOV opy&]vrov KUt ~Utoov ItIXV'tO[OlV KUl 'toov aMYQ)v 
In line 7 a different fOImulation may also be considered, cf. SPP XX 121.11 (439) IlE'ta tou 

Emß&nOV'tO~ 1101 IlEPOU~ 'tou ÖVWC; EKetcre A.aKKOU; cf. also P.Panop. 8.6-7, 10 (338), BGU 
XII 2164.6 (494). 

3. [KUtKUKAEU'tllPtO\J KUt ll]llXUV1KOO[V]: [Kat KUt ll]llxaV1KOO[V] ed. pr. Cf. P.Berl. 
Zill. 7.15-16: A.aKKOU Kat UöPEUIlCX'tO<; Kat lCUKA~~~~'p(iou) Kat Il11XUV1KOOV OPYUVOlV IKUt 
CPUtoov rruvtotrov KUl1tUVtOs EtEPOU OlKU\OU tUU'tI1~ KtA. A similar expression oecurs in PSI I 
77.16-19 (551, cf. BL VII 232), another lease of an bMKA"PO~ Il11XUV~. (Incidentally, a photo
stat of the papyrus, kindly supplied by Prof. R. Pintalldi, indicates that in line 18 of this text in 
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place of KUKAEU~a:tOr; one should read KUKAEU'tllptOU; accordingly, the word KUKAEu~a should 
be deleted from p~~isigke's Wörterbuch and from LSJ.) 

4. [m'mDv E1tt 1:& ~~ c. 8 ] ecrSat. [? E1tt 1:& ~lj a1tocr't~]crecrSat ed. pr. aU1:&v is restored 
after P.Berl. Zill. 7.16 ÖlKalOU ~au1:llr;. But I h~ve not found ~ convineing supplement far what 
folIows. Ed. pr. 's E1tt 1:0 ~~ a1tocr1:~]<!E(JSat is only a stopgap. I have considered E1tt 1:0 E~E 
E]~ecrSal, comparing P.Oxy. XVI 1890.9-10 (508) E1tt 1:0 i]~ar; E~ aAAllA,EYYUllr; 1 EXEcrSal 1:ilr; 
w[u)'tou ~HcrScOcrEwr;; a similar restaration has been adopted in P.Rein. Ir 108.7 (VI) [E1tt t0 ~E 
EXEcrSa]t 1:ilr; 1:0U1:0U ~tcrScOcrEWr;. But this seems too short for the space (the trace after the 
break is inconclusive; it would allow chi as weil as sigma). (In P.Flor. III 384.a.19 (V), where 

the edition has a ............ crSat :[il]r; ? 1:0U1:WV ~t[crS]cOcr~[wr;], it is possible that EXecrSat is to be 
read.) 

1:D u~&v u1tEpepudq:. The term suggests that the lessor(s) was/were of very high rank. Cf. 1. 
Gascou, T&MByz 9 (1985) 9 n. 29: 'I'allusion a une U1tEpepUEta, I. 4, laisse a penser que cet 
ac te emane de la «glorieuse maison» . Although the main branch of the Apion family is a 
strong candidate, Strategios Paneuphemos (cf. P.Oxy. LVIII 3936.16 [598], XVI 1991 15-16, 
24 [601, cf. BL VIII 252]), Flavia Anastasia (cf. P.Oxy. XLIV 3204.18 [588] - in fact, her 
papers include one such land lease, cf. above n. 1), ar some other aristocratic landowner should 
also be considered. 

5. [öux 1:&v aU1:D 1tPOcrllKOVt]O?V: [a1to 1:&v 1tEplytVO~ev]O?v ed. pr., which, although 
paralleled by PSI IV 316.8 (328, cf. BL VIII 397), is not very appropriate, since that text is a 
Teilpacht. My restoration is based on li ne 7. 

5-6. E1tt 1:E VEtAOßpOXOU [Kat aßpoxou. The reading is as revised in P.Oxy. LVIII 
3955.14-15 n. (= BL X'I'45\' Ed. pr. had E1tt yevn; apparently the statement that the rent was 
'payable in kind' was based on this reading. 

6. aKoAOUSWr; 1:]ct> YE[0]'!XlK0 u~&v a1tattllcrl~CP: [12 I. ~etp]<tl YE[0]'!XlK0 u~&v 
a1tattllcrt~cp ed. pr. For the supplement I rely on P.Oxy. LV 3803.11-13 (411) 1:EAecrE t[ü]v 
[1tP01:E]AoU~EVOV epopov ... aKoAOUSWr; a1tat1:llcri~otr;. Far the construction cf. also BGU i 
259.3 (IiiIiI) aKoAoUS(Wr;) 't0 ~E'taöoSev'tt ~Ol O:1tat'tl]crl~OV (I. O:1tat'tllcri~cp), P.Oxy. LV 
3803.9 O:KOAOUSWr; 1tpo'tepOtr; O:1tat'tllcrt~olr;, XVI 1915.3-4 (555/56) O:KOAOU[SWr; o-ov wir; EV 
't0]1 au't0 O:1tat['t]llcr(i~cp) 'tou EVö6~(ou) olK(ou), P.Michael. 34.4 (VI) [i]ÖtW'ttKoir; a1tat-
1:llcri~Olr;. But ladmit that my supplement leaves 1:EAeCW in line 4 without a~ object. I have 
c~nsidered whether the clerk wrote the common phrase U1tEP epopou instead of epopov, but this 
cannot be proven. 

For the a1tat'tl]crwov, see E. R. Hardy, The Large Estates of Byzalltine Egypt (New Yark 
1931) 52, 96; Gascou, eil. 18; R. Mazza, 'P.Oxy. XVI e i conti annuali deipronoetai', ZPE 122 
(1998) 17l. 

6-7. 1tav'tor; KWÖUVOU [O:KlVÖUVOV. I have retained the supplement of ed. pr., even though 
the resulting word order cannot be paralleled from elsewhere. P.Michael. 34.7 has epopov EK 'tou 
'tuyxavov'tor; 1tav'tor; KlVOUVOU a1tOöcbcro~Ev, which is not a very smooth phrase, but at any rate 
EK 'tou 1:urxavov'tor; seems too long far the space here. 

7-8. EV 't0 [oeov'tt Katp0 (?) O:vu1t]Ep8e'twr;. The restoration seems rather short for the 
space, but may be paralleled by P.Mich. XI 611.19 (412), P.Oxy. LV 3803.15 (411), VI 913.19 
(443, cf. BL VII 132), LVIII 3955.21 (611). Ed. pr. has EV 1:0 [ ...... ~llvi, suggesting 'E1tdep 
ar Ilauvl as possible supplements, but neither seems long enough far the space. 

9. [1tPOEtPll~EVWV 1tav'twv 1t]pay~a'twv: [1tpoÖE81lAW~EVWV 1t]pay~a1:wv ed. pr. Restored 
after P.Berl. Zill. 7.26f.· . 

10. [o1to'tav ßOUA,llSd]ry: [ö'tav ßOUAllSd]ry ed. pr. Cf. P.Berl. Zill. 7.27, etc. 
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U1tA(l\) YPU<P(EtcJa). Most documents of this cIass are stated to have been written in single 
copies; only the earlier P.Oxy. LV 3803 (411) and LXIII 4390 (469) are said to have been 
written in duplicate. P.Palau Rib. inv. 233.4 (V) (ed. Emerita 64 (1996) 291-2) as edited has 
KUptU;' ~tae(o<H~ YPu<P]Elo(u): after ~tOe(J)Ol~ supplementU1tA1l or ÖlOml. 

12. 'Avuo'taolO~. The notary Anastasius has occurred in a total of eleven texts dating to the 
period 579-95, see J. M. Diethart, K. A. Worp, Notarsunterschriften im byzantinischen Ägypten 
(MPER XVI: Wien 1986) 78, add P.Oxy. LVIII 3933.40 (588), and P.bibl.univ.Giss. inv. 72 
and 88 (information kindly supplied by T. M. Hickey, who is preparing an edition of the 
Giessen papyri). One of them, P.Warr. 10, has no connection with the Apion family, while the 
two Giessen texts are Jikely to belong to the 'archive of Anastasia'; Anastasius was therefore 
not (exelusively) employed by the Apions. Apart from this text, he has also wrilten on behalf of 
illiterates in P.Iand. III 48 (582), 48a (VI), P.Oxy. XVI 1989 (590) and 1990 (591) (a full 
publication of the last two texts will appear elsewhere). Naturally, aJl four documents bear his 
signature. 

13. [cru~ßoAulOypa<pok [14 J.]~ ed. pr. I restore on the basis of P.Warr. 10.33 (591/2) 
cru~ßOAulOyp(a<pos), and PSI I 60.33 (595) OU~ßOA(ulOypa<poc;) (same abbreviation in P.bibl. 
univ.Giss. inv. 72 and 88, cf. previous note) . A more elaborate formulation occurs in P.Oxy. 
XVI 1989.27-28 (590): 'AVUO~~crlO~ eAutCfl (I. e A E Cfl) EJEOU ÖlaKovo~ (KUt) I 
cru~ßoAulOypa<p(o~). 

14. For the reading, see Diethart and Worp, Notarsunterschriften 78 no. 1.2.7. 

APPENDIX 

Three Notes On Sixth-Century Oxyrhynchite Land Leases 

P.Michael. 34 

The provenance of this fragmentary land lease is stated to be unknown16, but its 
forrnulaic parts leave no doubt that it was drawn up somewhere in the Oxyrhynchite 
norne. In view of the rarity of Oxyrhynchite land leases dating from after the fifth 
century, this is of some interest. More precisely: 

(i) The sequence Eie; <J7topav cbv Eav aipwf,uo9a YEvwa:tco[ v (line 5) is parallelIed 
exclusively by Oxyrhynchite land leases of the Byzantin~ period: P.Oxy. LXIII 

16 Hennig, op. eil. (cf. above n. 5) 345-46 no. 632 has it under the rubric 'Gau unbekannt'. 
D. Bonneau, 'La terre "arrosee par le Nil": Neilobrochos', BASP 16 (1979) 14 n. 5 gives its 
provenance as 'Aphrodito?', which apparently rests on the fact that several other Michaelides 
papyri (nos. 40-60) come from this locality. The present whereabouts of P.Michael. 34 appear 
to be unknown, cf. S. J. Clackson, 'The Michaelides Manuscript Collection', ZPE 100 (1994) 
225-26. S. Daris, Emerita 64 (1996) 289-91, has brought 10 light the existence of Michaelides 
papyri in the collection Palau-Ribes; inter alia, Daris refers to inv. nos. 228,229 (= P.Michael. 
58), 230, 236, 238. I wonder whether P.Palau Rib. inv. 233, another Oxyrhynchite lease of the 
Byzantine period (ed. Daris, loc. eil. 291-92), is another ex-Michaelides papyrus: its inventory 
number is elose to the other certain Michaelides papyri in the Palau-Ribes collection. 
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4390.15-16 (469), P.Flor. III 325.13 (489), PSI I 77.21-22 (5517), P.Berl. Zill. 7.18 
(574)17. 

(ii) Line 6 reads hwv Ka8' EKaO"'tOV EVW:U"Cov E1tt "CE N1AOßp6XC!l (l. Ntt-) 'KO'.t 
ußp6XC!l. This formulation finds paralleIs in PSI 77,23 (E1tt "C' EVße6XC!l ed. pr., but a 
photostat of the papyrus, kindly supplied by Prof, R. Pintaudi, suggests reading E1tl "CE 
V1AOßp6xw), P.Berl. Zill. 7.19-20, P.Oxy, XVI 1968.5-6 (VI), LVIII 3955.15 (611); 
thes~'t~xts'also suggest restoring KO'.t "CEAEO'W u1tep <p6pou "Couhwv at the beginning of 
the line. The formulation is characteristic of leases from the Oxyrhynchite region; 
Hermopolite leases have EV ("Cip/"CE) O'uIlßp6XC!l KO'.t ußp6XC!l18, 

(iii) Line 8 contains a reference to the maintenance of the dikes: "C~v UVO'.ßOA~v 
"Crov vO'.udwv (l. vO'.ußtwv) 1tol~0'0'.0'80'.l, This phrase too is typical ofland leases from 
this area, cf. P.Mich. XI 611.20 (411), P. Palau Rib.inv. 233.4 (V), P.Oxy. VI9l3.20 
(443), XVI 1968.8, LXIII 4390.22, P.Berl. Zill. 7.25-6. 

(iv) Line 11 has] [u]p[o]uprov Mo ci'tpw"Cov, ußAO'.ßfl, UVE7tTlPEO'.O',WV, KO'.t 
1tO'.PO'.-. It seems legith~{ät~' to ~onj~cture that the traces conceal 'C~v VOIl~V 'Crov, cf. 
P.Berl. Zill. 7.26, P.Oxy. 1968.8; the term VOll" occurs exc1usively in Oxyrhynchite 
documents (at 11-12 restore 1tO'.pO'.I[offiO'w). 

PSI I 77 

This land lease is dated to Mesore 7 of indiction 14 in the [107]th (cf. BL VII 232) 
year after the consulship ofFI. Basilius; the date converts to 31 July 551. Lines 9-11 
were edited as folIows: 

1l10'[8]ffi[ 0'0'.0' ]80'.l E1tt OlE'Cfl xp6vov UTCO 
['Cfl~ Kd'CO'.]O'1topa~ 'Cfl~ ttl'CUXOU~ cruv 8Eip 
[tlcrwuO']1)~ ~V01K'C10VO~ u[n]o 'Crov uTCO'.px6v'Cwv 

H. Comfort, Aegyptus 14 (1934) 441 (= BL III 220), changed [tlcrwucr]ll~ (I. 11) 
to [nO'.pouO']ll~. We now happen to know more about the indiction than in the 1930s, 
and Comfort;s arguments are no longer compelling. Still, ed. pr.' s [tlcrwucr ]1l~ is not 
very appropriate: this participle is usually followed by a numeral, absent from this 
text. A similar document dated 5 August 574, P.Berl. Zill. 7.9-11, suggests a different 
restoration: EKoucrl(o~ EmOExollO'.l 1l10'8ffiO'O'.cr80'.l U1tO 'Cou tl0'l6v'Co~ I E'COU~ O'AO'. O'K 
"Cfl~ O'uv 8Eip 6yö61l~ iVO(lK'Ct(OVO~) KO'."CO'.O'nopa~ Oe KO'.t I O'UAAOyil~ KO'.p1troV 'Cfl~ 
1tpocrEAO'.UVOUO'll~ EV&'Cll~ EmvEIl(~O'EW~). That lease was drawn up in the month of 
Mesore of a seventh indiction; it was to start in the 'coming year 251/220 of the, D. 
V., eighth indiction', but the sowing and collection of the crops were of the ninth 
epinemesis. The picture is similar to that of PSI I 77, only that in the latter text the 
formula is abridged: the reference to the collection of the crops (cruAAo~ KO'.P1troV) 

17 A similar expression OCCllI'S in the much eurl.ier SB XVI 12836.16-17 (Renn.; 225): Eie; 
O'1toftCtV 6)v ~a.v C/.ipro[/lE.6o:] I yev&v. 

8' ·er. P.lenil3 = SB III 7167.10 (477), SB XIV 12050.11 (498), P.Stras. VI 579.21 (521), 
PSI III 188.10 (540), BGU IV 1020.10 (cf. BL I 443) (VIIVII). In this light, in the 
Oxyrhynchite P.Flor. 325.14 in place of ETCt 'C' EJlßp6xcr Kat a]ßp6xcr, evidently restored after 
PSI 77.23, read bd 'CE N(E)lA.Oßp6Xcr Kat a]ßp6xcr. 
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has been omitted, and Ka'ta],!~op(x~ alone designates the crop (on which the taxes 
were payable), cf. R. S. Bagnall, K. A. Worp, 'The Consuls of A.D. 411-412', 
Mnemosyne 31 (1978) 289-90. The crop and the taxes were calculated on the basis of 
the praedelegatio beginning 1 May in the next Julian year (552), cf. Bagnall, Worp, 
The Chronological Systems 0/ Byzantine Egypt (Zutphen 1978) 26-27. This 
praedelegatio was the first of a new fifteen-year cycle, see Bagnall, Worp, op. cit. 88. 
[npcI)'t]ll~ in fact suits the spaee (a photostat supplied by Prof. Pintaudi shows that the 
length of the breaks is slightly shorter than ed. pr. assumed); also, in !ine 10 ['tll~ 
Ka'ta]O'nop(X~ is too long: the article, whieh is unneeessary, may safely be disearded. 
In eonclusion, PSI 177.9-11 should be presented as follows: 

I-UO' [9] cO [ O'aG 18at Ent OtE'tll xpovov uno 
[Ka'ta]~mop(Xs 'tf1~ EU'tUXOUs O'UV 0e0 
[npcO't]~~ ~vOtK'tiovo~ K'tA. 

PUG I 32 

This is a fragment of alease of 584/85. The main body of the contraet has been 
edited in the following fashion: 

't0 eUAaßEO''tatep [ 
'tll S a:yiac; EKKAll 0' [ias 

5 'AnCj>oul?: [Y]EVOj..l~[VCP 
nOAew~ A[ u] PllAto~ [ 
'HpaI;:tOÖ~ [6]Pj..lcOj..lE[VOC; uno KcOj..lllS 
wu 'O~Up[Uy1xEito~ v[Oj..lou XaiPElv' EKouO'iwc;1 
EntO€xo[j..l]at ~tO'[8cOcra0'8at uno 'tou EVEO''tohos1 

10 ,hous O'~a 0'11. 'tll[S napouO'llS 'tpltllS lVO(tK'tiovos)] 
~ as na pa O'[ou 

~~r .... 1~wv[ 
The editor took Apphuas to be the name of the lessor. But it is probably his 

patronymie; 'AnCj>ou(x is a genitive of 'AnCj>ou(Xs, cf. F. T. Gignac, A Grammar ofthe 
Greek Papyri 0/ the Roman and Byzantine Periods 11 (Milano 1981) 16-18. The 
fragmentary passage may be illuminated by P.Mert. III 124.2-6 (520) 't0 
eUAaßEO''ta'tcp - - - LEPllV[cp] I uvaYVcOO''tl1 'tll~ uyiae; EKKAT]O'las KaAouj..l€vT]S ä,na 
'IEp[a]Klw[ V(OS)] I u10 'tou EUAaßEO''ta'tou 'IwO'~Cj> npEO'ßU't€POU - - - &.no 1:11S aU'tils 
1tOAEw~;' or P.Warr. 10.6-7 (59112) [,(Tl eUAaßEO''ta'tcp] fEWpyicp repEO'ßu'tEPCP ['tllS 
uyias EKKAllO'ilas, OPj..lWj..lEVCP u]no 'tau'tllS 'tlle; 'O~upuY[X(t't(Dv) 1tOAEwe;. The name 
and funetion of the lessor are lost in the break of !ine 3; he may have held the office of 
npEO'ß{)'tEpOe;, OtaKOVOe;, or other. The lacuna in li ne 4 has carried away the word u10 
and some other qualifieation of Apphuas, who eould have possibly been a elergyman 
himself too l9 , deceased by that time (the spaee is not wide enough to accommodate 

19 A list of c1erics who were sons of cleries is given by E. Wipszycka, Etudes sur le 
Christiallisme dans I'Egypte de l 'antiqui/e tardive (SEA 52: Rama 1996) 215 n. 43. 
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the name of the church). In line 5 the break took away Apphuas' function, as weH as 
the first part of the indication of the lessor's origo. In short, lines 4-5 may have run 

'tT]<; ayiu<; EKKA:r1cr[iu<; ui(!> 'tou 'tT]<; cUAaßou<; IlVllllll<;] 
'A1tCjloua [y]cvollE[vou npccrßU'tEPOU (mo 'tfls 'O~up(uYXl't(:ov)] 

What is more important is to determine the exact nature of the text. That the 
lessee's origo was some rural settlement situated in the Oxyrhynchite no me might 
suggest that the document is a land lease - and it is a land lease: this be comes clear 
from lines 11-12, which, as the published photograph (tav. XX) indicates, should be 
read and supplemented thus: 

Ka'tucrnopa<; [Öe KUt cruAAoyfl<; Kapnoov] 
jM<; cruv] ~~(!> 't~['t(xp'tll<; E1ttVcllllcrco><; --] 

The phrase is typical of Oxyrhynchite land leases of this period, cf. e.g. P.Berl. 
Zill. 7.9-11. PUG I 32 thus becomes a welcome addition to the meagre corpus of late 
Byzantine land leases from the region of Oxyrhynchus. 
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