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NIKOLAOS GONIS

A Late Byzantine Land Lease from Oxyrhynchus:
P.Oxy. XVI 1968 Revised

Tafel 3

P.Oxy. XVI 1968 20.2x20.1 cm Late sixth century

This papyrus was published in section ‘IX. Minor Documents’ of P.Oxy. XVI, in
1924. The edition, not accompanied by a translation or commentary, was preceded by
the following description:

‘Part of a lease of 6 arourae of land in a field called 10D Movaotnpiov, the rent being
payable in kind. Cf. P.S.I. 77. The beginnings of the lines are missing, but the extent of the
gap is fixed fairly certainly by l. 12 and approximate restorations are generally possible’.

Today, this certainty may be questioned. Line 12 is not by the hand responsible for
lines 1-10, and this undermines its value as a basis for comparison; further, similar
texts published subsequently suggest several different supplements from ed. pr. The
textual changes which are necessary, as well as the overall scarcity of Oxyrhynchite
land leases of this period, seem to make a new edition worthwhile.

The date of the document does not survive. The editors assigned it to the sixth
century; in fact, the notarial signature points to the last quarter of the century, see
further 12 n.

The lease concerns land situated in a punyovn, literally an irrigation machine, but
here an artificially irrigated unit of cultivation. The document bears close affinities to
that class of texts in which the object of the lease is said to be a pnyovf with land, see
the introductions to P.Oxy. LV 3803, LVIII 3955, LXIII 4390, LXVII 46151, It may
also be compared to SB XX 15027 (475)2, an Oxyrhynchite wio8(o)amoyxn of two
arouras located in a pnyowv?, or P.Palau Rib. inv. 24 (502/3)3, a lease of an unknown
number of arouras somewhere in the Oxyrhynchite nome. In most of these documents

L Two further such documents are P.bibl.univ.Giss. inv. 47 (591-93), see J. van Haelst,
‘Des nouvelles archives: Anastasia, propriétaire a Oxyrhynchos’, in Atti dell'XI Congresso
Internazionale di Papirologia (Milano 1966) 586 [to be published by T. M. Hickey], and
P Lond V 1876 descr. [to be published by Hickey and J. G. Keenan].

2 This text has received a new edition by A. Papathomas, ‘Eine spitantike griechische
Holztafcl mit drei Mustertexten juristischen Inhalts’, APF 45 (1999) 39-46.

3 Published by S. Daris, ‘Due note a papiri Palau Ribes’, Emerita 64 (1996) 291. The lease
is said to commence in Oxyrhynchite era year 170/149, which corresponds to 502/3 (501/2 ed.

pr.).



94 Nikolaos Gonis

the lessors are usually persons of elevated social standing; this is the case here too, see
below 4 n. para. 24,

An interesting feature of this text is the lack of a reference to the exact amount of
the rent, simply stated to be that prescribed by the landowner(s)’s drottiotpov, ‘list
of exactions’, i.e. rent-roll (on the term see below 6 n.). This recalls P.Oxy. LV 3803
of 411, where ‘the rent is unspecified but is as laid down in previous rent-rolls and on
the same terms as for other machines, which suggests that the lessor was a landowner
on more than a small scale. Relevant too may be the fact that the land is leased in
perpetuity’. Also here the duration of the lease is stated to be at the will of the
lessor(s). The similarity of P.Oxy. 1968 and 3803 appears all the more striking when
we take into account the wide time span which separates them. It follows, therefore,
that practices seen in full force in the later sixth century, and typical of the great
landownership of the period, were already present in the early years of the fifth
century, and probably even earlier: P.Col. VIII 238, a rent-roll of ‘a large landowner,
no doubt resident in Oxyrhynchos, and owning land’ in several places of the nome,
has been plausibly assigned to the second half of the fourth century. It is also worth
noting that the lessor of P.Oxy. 3803 holds a title of nobility (vir clarissimus), which,
mutatis mutandis (the clarissimate in the early years of the fifth century still carried
considerable dignity), is the rule among the great landowners of later times.

Earlier T alluded to a well-known statistical feature of Oxyrhynchite land leases of
this period, viz. that their number is a small fraction of the figures available from the
Arsinoite or Hermopolite regions’. So far as I can see, this was first pointed out by H.
Comfort at a time when only sixteen volumes of The Oxyrhynchus Papyri had been
published®. The balance has not been redressed since then, even though the series has
reached its sixty-seventh volume (2001). Not surprisingly, the number of land leases
relating to holdings of the Apion family is extremely small. J. Gascou knew of only
two examples, P.Flor. IIT 325 (489, cf. BL VII 53) and P.Oxy. XVI 1968, both of
which he considered as doubtful’; we may now add P.Oxy. LXIII 4390 (469) and

4 In P.Palau Rib. inv. 24 the expression Swa)xeévag v nediorg Tod ad(t]od x[tli[patog
(line 5) may suggest a link with a ‘large estate’ (not necessarily that of the Aplom)

See most recently A. Jordens, ‘Dic Agrarverhiltnisse im spitantiken Agypten', Laverna
10 (1999) 12630, 138-41. Jordens, loc. cit. 127 n. 40, offers a list of Oxyrhynchite land leases
of this period, updating that given in D. Hennig, Unfersuchungen zur Bodenpacht im
ptolemdisch-rémischen Agypten (Diss. Miinchen 1967) 343-6, nos. 619-25 (but note that PSI
VIII 881, listed by Hennig as no. 624, is omitted). Of these texts, P.Erl. 75 is probably not
Oxyrhynchite, but rather comes from Hermopolis (this will be discussed elsewhere). One
should also add P.Palau Rib. inv. 24 (502/3) (see above n. 3), P.Oxy. LXVII (505), PSI VIII
920 (VI) [this item receives a brief mention in J. Herrmann, Studien zur Bodenpacht im Recht
der graeco-dgyptischen Papyri (MBPR 41: Miinchen 1958) 287 n. 1, but has not appeared in
any other list — I owe the reference to T. M. Hickey], and two of the texts discussed the
Appendix below, viz. PUG I 32 (584/5), and P.Michael. 34 (VI)

6 ‘Late Byzantine Land-Leases £¢’ Soov xpévov BodAet’, Aegyptus 14 (1934) 88, and
‘Notes on “Requests” and yeipdypo@o among Late Byzantine Land-Leases’, Aegyptus 14
(1934) 287-8.

7 ‘Les grands domaines, la cité et I’état en I’ Egypte byzantine’, T&MByz 9 (1985) 9 n. 29.
Evidence which became known only recently shows that P.Flor. 325 was indeed addressed to
Fl. Strategius I at an early stage of his career; see P.Oxy. LXVII 4514.1 n.
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LXVII 4615 (505). It is significant that no such document comes from the period
which produced the bulk of the ‘Apion archive’ (c. 540-621: more than 150 published
items) — P.Oxy. XVI 1968 need not be part of it, see below 4 n.

Unless it is a trick of our evidence8, the simplest explanation for this scarcity is
that in the sixth and seventh centuries Oxyrhynchus produced very few landleasing
agreements of the type we find in other Egyptian localities. Comfort has suggested
that insofar as this was a time when aristocratic families owned or controlled large
areas in the region, there was possibly very little land available for leasing®. However,
this does not need to have led to the extinction of landleasing. Gascou has argued that
in the running of the large estates long-term or emphyteutic leases may have played a
key role!0. But no certain example of an emphyteutic lease from Oxyrhynchus has
been published to date, although the terms of P.Oxy. 1968 and 3803 strongly recall
those of emphyteusis agreements!!. Rather, it seems reasonable to assume that the
conditions of land tenancy in the area were not generally regulated by written leases.
The references to and survival of dronthoipo are telling enough. As Rowlandson put

t, ‘{a]s landlords grew more remote from their tenants and the terms under which
their land was farmed perhaps became more standardised, the rent-roll replaced the
lease as the most important record of their relationship’12,

Yet not all estate agriculture was regulated by rent-rolls. J. Banaji has made a
strong case for permanent agricultural labour (évardypagot yempyot, or coloni ad-
scripticii), operating on the basis of advance payments (tpoypelot), as the structural
basis of large estate agriculture!3. Rent-rolls and permanent labour left little room for

8 J. Rowlandson, ‘Crop Rotation and Rent Payment in Oxyrhynchite Land-Leases: Social
and Economic Interpretations’, Proceedings of the 20th International Congress of Papyrolo-
gists (Copenhagen 1994) 498, has suggested that ‘if the contracts were kept by local estate
managers, rather than by land-owners who lived in the city, copies might be less likely to find
their way to the rubbish-tips of Oxyrhynchus’. The suggestion is ingenious, but difficult to
prove (cf. also the reservations expressed by Jordens, loc. cit. 141 n. 82). Rowlandson has also
argued that the decline in the number of leases in the sixth century ‘is undoubtedly to be
connected with the predominance of the Apion estate archives’. This needs qualification;
although the Apion papers occupy a very conspicuous place in the sixth- and early seventh-
century Oxyrhynchite documentation (after c¢. 540, and especially from the reign of Maurice
onwards), we possess a considerable number of documents of this period with no Apion
connecuom (but it should be noted that many of these texts relate to other great landowners).

9 Cf. Aegyptus 14 (1934) 88: ‘a depressing indication of the trend of the economic life ... of
Oxyrhynchus, where the great landowner ruled supreme’. A similar point is made by I. F.
Fikhman, Oxirinkh — gorod papirusov (Moskva 1976) 60-63, who associates the decline in the
number of land leases with the rise of the large estates.

0 Gascou, loc. cit. 7 ff.

I ¢t R, Katzoff, [rev1ew of P.Oxy. LV] BASP 25 (1988) 162-165. We may note, however,
that the entry brép gpoutiog in the Apion estate account P.Oxy. LV 3805.12 may well refer to
such a lease. The cases of PSI IIT 176 and VIII 881, which might possibly be associated with
emphyteutic agreements, are very uncertain, see H. Comfort, ‘Emphyteusis among the Papyri’,
Aegflftus 17 (1937) 19-21.

Rowlandson, loc. cit. 499.

3 «Agrarian History and the Labour Organisation of Byzantine Large Estates’, in A. K.
Bowman, E. Rogan (eds.), Agriculture in Egypt from Pharaonic to Modern Times (PBA 96:
Oxford 1999) 193-216. Jordens, loc. cit. 138, points out that in the Oxyrhynchite ‘war man
teilweise schon frith vom Pachtsystem abgekommen und zur Eigenwirtschaft des Grundherren
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traditional landleasing agreements. To be sure, rent-rolls and coloni adscripticii are
intimately linked with large estates; and if land leases dwindle from the Byzantine
Oxyrhynchite, it follows that these estates took up the greatest part of the rural areas
of the old nome. Almost seventy years later Comfort’s statement appears to have
retained its value.

That the exiguous number of late Byzantine land leases from Oxyrhynchus seems
closely related to the rural social relations prevalent in the region, which differed from
those in the rest of Egypt (or those parts of Egypt known from the papyri), is not a
great surprise. In late antique Egypt, Oxyrhynchus and its hinterland seem to have
been a very particular case. No other region has attested that class of agricultural
labourers, the évamdypagor yeopyoi!4; and no other city in the Nile valley appears to
have had such a high concentration of landed aristocrats as Oxyrhynchus?.

1 [ c. 14 &k MJPog todng dhokAfipovg EE dpodpog oboac év
pnyovii koehovpé(vy) Tod Movaotnplov

2 [uetd 10D émBaArovioc] avtois uépovg éx Tod Adkkov Tig avThig pmxaviic
Kol b8pedpLaTog

3 [xai xurhevtnpiov kol plnyovikd[v] dpydvev kol guTdv mavioiev kal
TOVTOG ETEPOL BiKoiov

4 [adtdv éni 1@ c. 8 ] ecBon tfig T00T@V obdoens kod tedéow 1 Dudy
VREPPUELY

5 [16x tdv a0t} mpoonxdvtlov Drgp edpov TovTAY KA EKOGTOV EvicLTOV
ént te vethoPpdyov

6 {xa1 aPpdyov dxorotBug 1)@ ye[o]uyix®d DuAY drontnoiuw, Svrep pépov
TovTOg Kiv8hvou

7 [éxivdvvov éndvayx]eg drmoddocw tfi Vpdv Lrepeueiq S0 @V adTh
TPOCTIKOVTWV £V T

8 [8éovtr xoupd ? dvur]epbétag, molodpe(vog) kai Thv dvafoinv Tédv
voveiov - v 8¢ vouny v

9 [mpoeipnpévav néviev n]poyudtov dtpmtov GBAaBh puldie xai

napaddon Tf Duetépo brepeveiy
10 [ométav BovAnBei]n dg kol mapeidnea. xvplo i picB(woig) and(f)
ypop(elow) kol énep(wnBeic) dpor(dynoc)t.

iibergegangen, wobei die enstandenen Liicken anfiinglich durch die Verpflichtung bezahlter
landwirtschaftlicher Arbeiter geschlossen wurden’. In the light of the evidence adduced by
Banaji, this practice seems o be going strong in later limes too. Jérdens, loc. cit, 141, also
associates the scarcity of land-leases in the Apion archive with ‘solchen schollengebundenen,
halbfreien Kolonen’; but P.Oxy LXVII 4615 (505) now attests a lessee who is an évendypagog

YEWPYOG
FZ The one or two such cases in the Heracleopolite nome, which was largely dependent on
Oxyrhynchus, cannot qualify as exceptions (cf. I. F. Fikhman, ‘Esclaves et colons en Egypte
byzantine’, AnPap 3 (1991) 10 & n. 7).; cf. also Jordens, loc. cit. 140.
Banaji, loc. cit. 201, observes that ‘the formation of an aristocracy did not preclude, and
may even have stimulated, patterns of labour use dependent largely on wage labour’.
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11m2  [AdpiAwg? c. 6 ] Porfdppmvoc 6 Tpoyeypolhévog memoinon TodTy Ty

12 [uicBaotv kol dmo]ddow tov mpoyeypapuévov pdpov xat’ Erog G
npok(etton). "Avootdoilog

13 [ovpPoronoypdgolg dErwbeic #ypoye: brep adTod dypoppdtov Svioct. //

14 % di emu Anastasiu eteleiothht.

2 v8pevpotoc 4,7 Vpov 4,6,9 Vneppuere 5, 13 drep 8 [ vaufiov

‘... to its south the entire six arouras situated in the artificially irrigated farm called
‘Of the Monastery’, with the part of the cistern of the same farm which falls to them
and the well and the wheel and the machinery of the irrigator and the plants of all
kinds and every other right of them, on condition that ... their lease. And I shall pay
your extraordinariness through your people in respect of rent on them each year for
both Nile-watered and unwatered land in accordance with your, the landowner’s, list
of exactions; this rent, free of all risk, I shall necessarily deliver to your extraordi-
nariness through your people at the proper time (?) without delay, with me also carry-
ing out the raising of the irrigation earthworks. And the right of possession of the
aforesaid things I shall preserve free of injury and damage and shall return to your
extraordinariness whenever you may wish just as I received it. The lease, written in a
single copy, is binding, and in reply to the formal question I gave my assent’.

(2nd hand) ‘I, Aurelius (?) ...s, son of Phoebammon, the aforewritten person, have
made this lease, and I shall deliver the aforewritten rent each year as aforesaid. I,
Anastasius, contract writer, as requested, wrote on his behalf because he is illiterate’.

“Through me, Anastasius, the completion was made’.

1. €€ &podpag oboag év pnyovii. Cf. SB XX 15027.3 (475) év i ufi pnyovii kohovpévy
Ayo, &pobpag Sbo.

2. [peté 10 EmPBaAlovrog] adrais pépovg €k Tod Adxkov: [petdk 10D rpoodviog?] adtaig
uépovg Extov Adkkov ed. pr. P.Berl. Zill. 7.14-15 (574), a lease of an 6AdxAnpog pmxevi, has
peté kod tob éniketpévov | év adt]i Adkkov, but the occurrence of pépoug here does not allow
supplementing énikeipévov. For the restored éniBdAlovtog, compare P.Palau Rib. inv. 24.7-8
(cf. above n. 3), edited as follows:

] netd10b émBaiiove(og] avtais [uépovg tlo[D
dpyélvov kol putdy Tavtolmy kol TV dAGYwV

Comparison with P.Oxy. 1968 suggests that these two lines may be presented thus:

] netd 109 émPaidovz[og] ovtoig [uépoug t]o[D Adxkov? - -
- - Kol P ovik@v 6pyd]vav kol eutdv touyvtoloy kol tdv ahdymy

In line 7 a different formulation may also be considered, cf. SPP XX 121.11 (439) petd: tod
émBaAiovtdg por pépoug 10D Evtog éxeloe Adxkov; cf. also P.Panop. 8.6-7, 10 (338), BGU
X112164.6 (494).

3. [xal xvxdevnpion kol pnyovikd[v]: [xoi kol plnyovikd[v] ed. pr. Cf. P.Berl.
Zill. 7.15-16: Adxkov kol b3pedpaTog Kol KUKAEVINP(10V) Kol pnyovikdy opydvav | kol
VIOV TovTolmv Kl TovTdg ETEPOL dikaiov Tadtng kTA. A similar expression occurs in PSI 1
77.16-19 (551, cf. BL VII 232), another lease ol an 6A6kAnpog pmyevn. (Incidentally, a photo-

stat of the papyrus, kindly supplied by Prof. R. Pintaudi, indicates that in line 18 of this text in
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place of Kux?\euuatog one should read kvkhevtnpi piov; accordingly, the word KOkAevpa should
be deleted from Preisigke’s Wirterbuch and from LS1)

4. [obt@dv ént 1@ pn c. 8 ] ecBor. [? éni 16 pi) dmooth]oecbon ed. pr. abtdv is restored
after P.Berl. Zill. 7.16 Sixoiov rocm:ng But I have not found a convincing supplement for what
follows. Ed. pr.’s énl 16 un anoctn]qaceal is only a stopgap. I have considered éni 1@ éug
£]yecBar, comparing P.Oxy. XV1 1890.9-10 (508) éni td fiudig €& cAAnAeyylng | Exeabon tfig
o[0]rov piobdoeng; a similar restoration has been adopted in P.Rein. I 108.7 (VI) [#nl 1§ pe
£xecbalt tig todtov pioBdoewe. But this seems too short for the space (the trace after the
break is inconclusive; it would allow chi as well as sigma). (In P.Flor. III 384.a.19 (V), where
the edition has o oBat t[f]g ? 1o0t0v wfcBldoelwg], it is possible that ExesBon is to be
read.)

i Dudv brepoveiq. The term suggests that the lessor(s) was/were of very high rank. Cf. J.
Gascou, T&MByz 9 (1985) 9 n. 29: ‘I'allusion & une drepeiera, 1. 4, laisse & penser que cet
acte émane de la «glorieuse maison»’. Although the main branch of the Apion family is a
strong candidate, Strategios Paneuphemos (cf. P.Oxy. LVIII 3936.16 [598], XVI 1991 15-16,
24 [601, cf. BL VIII 252]), Flavia Anastasia (cf. P.Oxy. XLIV 3204.18 [588] — in fact, her
papers include one such land lease, cf. above n. 1), or some other aristocratic landowner should
also be considered.

5. [8w tév ob1fi mpoonkévt]wv: [Gnd Tdv meptyivopév]wv ed. pr., which, although
paralleled by PSI IV 316.8 (328, cf. BL VIII 397), is not very appropriate, since that text is a
Teilpacht. My restoration is based on line 7.

5-6. ¢ni te verloPpdyov [koi &Bpbdxov. The reading is as revised in P.Oxy. LVIII
3955.14-15 n. (= BL X 145). Ed. pr. had éni yévey; apparently the statement that the rent was
‘payable in kind’ was based on this reading.

6. ouco?»ouecog 1]® yelo]uyikd dpdv dmontoipe: [12 1. pétple yeloJuxikd budv
dmortoipe ed. pr. For the supplement I rely on P.Oxy. LV 3803.11-13 (411) tehdoe o ]v
[npots]z\(_)vgevov @6pov ... dkoroOBu¢ drortnoipotg. For the construction cf. also BGU I
259.3 (LI/III) xorodB(wc) 1 peradofévi por drotthopov (. dnontnoipe), P.Oxy. LV
3803.9 dxorodBwg npotéporg dmoutoipolg, XVI 1915.3-4 (555/56) dixodov[Bag odv toic &v
3] | od1® amoaftIno(ipe) 10 év86&(ov) oix(ov), P.Michael. 34.4 (VI) [i]diwtikoig dmon-
moipotg. But I admit that my supplement leaves tedéca in line 4 without an object. I have
considered whether the clerk wrote the common phrase bngp @épov instead of gbpov, but this
cannot be proven.

For the draitioipov, see E. R. Hardy, The Large Estates of Byzantine Egypt (New York
1931) 52, 96; Gascou, cit. 18; R. Mazza, ‘P.Oxy. XVI e i conti annuali dei pronoetai’, ZPE 122

(1998) 171.

6-7. nowvtog kvdbvou [dxivuvov. I have retained the supplement of ed. pr., even though
the resulting word order cannot be paralleled from elsewhere. P.Michael. 34.7 has ¢dpov €k 10D
TUYXEVOVTOg TOVTOG Kivdvvou dnoSu’)o‘(_)uev, which is not a very smooth phrase, but at any rate
¢k 10D TuYYdvOovTog seems too long for the space here.

7-8. év 1 [8éovt xaupd (?) dvun]epBétwg. The restoration seems rather short for the
space, but may be paralleled by P.Mich. X1 611.19 (412), P.Oxy. LV 3803.15 (411), VI 913.19
(443, cf. BL VII 132), LVIII 3955.21 (611). Ed. pr. hasév®[...... pnvi, suggesting ‘Eneio
or [Todvt as possible supplements, but neither seems long enough for the space.

9. [mpoeipnpévay ndviov nlpayudtov: [rpodednlopévey nlpayudtwy ed. pr. Restored
after P.Berl. Zill. 7.26f.

10. [ordTay BovAnbei]n: [6rav BovAnbei]n ed. pr. Cf. P.Berl. Zill. 7.27, etc.
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GmA(i) ypop(eloe). Most documents of this class are stated to have been written in single
copies; only the earlier P.Oxy. LV 3803 (411) and LXIII 4390 (469) are said to have been
written in duplicate. P.Palau Rib. inv. 233.4 (V) (ed. Emerita 64 (1996) 291-2) as edited has
xopio ) plocBwoig ypaolelo(a): after picBwoig supplement 4rAR or Sioom.

12. 'Avactaoioc. The notary Anastasius has occurred in a total of eleven texts dating to the
period 579-95, see J. M. Diethart, K. A. Worp, Notarsunterschriften im byzantinischen Agypten
(MPER XVI: Wien 1986) 78, add P.Oxy. LVIII 3933.40 (588), and P.bibl.univ.Giss. inv. 72
and 88 (information kindly supplied by T. M. Hickey, who is preparing an edition of the
Giessen papyri). One of them, P.Warr. 10, has no connection with the Apion family, while the
two Giessen texts are likely to belong to the ‘archive of Anastasia’; Anastasius was therefore
not (exclusively) employed by the Apions. Apart from this text, he has also written on behalf of
illiterates in P.Jand. IIT 48 (582), 48a (VI), P.Oxy. XVI 1989 (590) and 1990 (591) (a full
publication of the last two texts will appear elsewhere). Naturally, all four documents bear his
signature.

13. [oupPodaroypdeolg: [14 LJg ed. pr. 1 restore on the basis of P.Warr. 10.33 (591/2)
ovpBolraioyp(deog), and PSI I 60.33 (595) cvpPoA(cnoypdeog) (same abbreviation in P.bibl.
univ.Giss. inv. 72 and 88, cf. previous note). A more elaborate formulation occurs in P.Oxy.
XVI 1989.27-28 (590): 'Avactdoiog élaip (. éA€@) Oeod didkovog (xei) |
cvpBorotoypde(og).

14. For the reading, see Diethart and Worp, Notarsunterschriften 78 no. 1.2.7.

APPENDIX
Three Notes On Sixth-Century Oxyrhynchite Land Leases

P.Michael. 34

The provenance of this fragmentary land lease is stated to be unknown!9, but its
formulaic parts leave no doubt that it was drawn up somewhere in the Oxyrhynchite
nome. In view of the rarity of Oxyrhynchite land leases dating from after the fifth
century, this is of some interest. More precisely:

(i) The sequence eic omopav OV £av oipodpedo yevnudrolv (line 5) is parallelled
exclusively by Oxyrhynchite land leases of the Byzantine period: P.Oxy. LXIII

16 Hennig, op. cit. (cf. above n. 5) 345—46 no. 632 has it under the rubric ‘Gau unbekannt’.
D. Bonneau, ‘La terre “arrosée par le Nil”: Neilobrochos’, BASP 16 (1979) 14 n. 5 gives its
provenance as ‘Aphrodito?’, which apparently rests on the fact that several other Michaelides
papyri (nos. 40-60) come from this locality. The present whereabouts of P.Michael. 34 appear
to be unknown, cf. S. J. Clackson, ‘The Michaelides Manuscript Collection’, ZPE 100 (1994)
225-26. S. Daris, Emerita 64 (1996) 289-91, has brought to light the existence of Michaeclides
papyri in the collection Palau-Ribes; inter alia, Daris refers to inv. nos. 228, 229 (= P.Michael.
58), 230, 236, 238. I wonder whether P.Palau Rib. inv. 233, another Oxyrhynchite lease of the
Byzantine period (ed. Daris, loc. cit. 291-92), is another ex-Michaelides papyrus: its inventory
number is close to the other certain Michaelides papyri in the Palau-Ribes collection.
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4390.15-16 (469), P.Flor. III 325.13 (489), PSI 1 77.21-22 (5517), P.Berl. Zill. 7.18
(574)17, ,

(ii) Line 6 reads Jtov ka8’ fxootov éviowtov éni te NidoBpdye (1. Nei-) ol
afBpoye. This formulation finds parallels in PSI 77.23 (ént 1” évPpoyw ed. pr., but a
photostat of the papyrus, kindly supplied by Prof. R. Pintaudi, suggests reading ért 1e
VLXQ[}E)(')XCQ), P Berl. Zill. 7.19-20, P.Oxy. XVI 1968.5-6 (VI), LVIII 3955.15 (611);
these texts also suggest restoring kol TeAécwm bngp ebpov 10b]twv at the beginning of
the line. The formulation is characteristic of leases from the Oxyrhynchite region;
Hermopolite leases have &v (1&/te) cvouBpoym kol &Ppdypls.

(iii) Line 8 contains a reference to the maintenance of the dikes: v dvofolny
v vovelwv (1. vauBiov) momioocBat. This phrase too is typical of land leases from
this area, cf. P.Mich. XI 611.20 (411), P. Palau Rib.inv. 233.4 (V), P.Oxy. VI 913.20
(443), XVI 1968.8, LXIII 4390.22, P.Berl. Zill. 7.25-6.

(iv)Line 11 has] [&lplo]vpdv 800 drpwrov, &PAai, dvennpéaotov, kol
nopo-. It seems legitimate to conjecture that the traces conceal Thy vopty tdv, cf.
P.Berl. Zill. 7.26, P.Oxy. 1968.8; the term vopf; occurs exclusively in Oxyrhynchite
documents (at 11-12 restore nopal[ddow).

PSII77

This land lease is dated to Mesore 7 of indiction 14 in the [10?]th (cf. BL VII 232)
year after the consulship of Fl. Basilius; the date converts to 31 July 551. Lines 9-11
were edited as follows:

wo[0]a[cac]Bo éni Sieth xpovov ano
[tfig xozaonopd tfig edTvy0DG GV Oed
[elorobo]ng tvoiktiovog G[r]o tév dropyoviwv

H. Comfort, Aegyptus 14 (1934) 441 (= BL III 220), changed [eicrovo|ne (1. 11)
to [ropodolne. We now happen to know more about the indiction than in the 1930s,
and Comfort’s arguments are no longer compelling. Still, ed. pr.’s [eloroba]ng is not
very appropriate: this participle is usually followed by a numeral, absent from this
text. A similar document dated 5 August 574, P.Berl. Zill. 7.9-11, suggests a different
restoration: £kovoing émdéyopot piobdosactor dno 109 elioiévrog | £10vg oo ok
1fig oV Oed 6y80ng vd(1ktievog) xataonopdg 88 kol | cvAhoyiig kaprdv Tiig
npocelauvolang évding énwep(foeng). That lease was drawn up in the month of
Mesore of a seventh indiction; it was to start in the ‘coming year 251/220 of the, D.
V., eighth indiction’, but the sowing and collection of the crops were of the ninth
epinemesis. The picture is similar to that of PSI T 77, only that in the latter text the
formula is abridged: the reference to the collection of the crops (cvAAoyn kopr®dv)

I7 A similar expression occurs in the much earlier SB XVI 12836.16-17 (Herm.; 225): eig
onor@_uf v éav oipd{peba] | yeviv.

8'Cf. P.Jena 3 = SB 111 7167.10 (477), SB X1V 12050.11 (498), P.Stras. VI 579.21 (521),
PSI IIT 188.10 (540), BGU IV 1020.10 (cf. BL I 443) (VI/VID). In this light, in the
Oxyrhynchite P.Flor. 325.14 in place of éri " éuPpdyw kol &JPpdyw, evidently restored after
PSI 77.23, read éni te N(e)tAoPpdye kai &]Bpdyw.
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has been omitted, and Kocm]qq;op&g alone designates the crop (on which the taxes
were payable), cf. R. S. Bagnall, K. A. Worp, ‘The Consuls of A.D. 411-412’,
Mnemosyne 31 (1978) 289-90. The crop and the taxes were calculated on the basis of
the praedelegatio beginning 1 May in the next Julian year (552), cf. Bagnall, Worp,
The Chronological Systems of Byzantine Egypt (Zutphen 1978) 26-27. This
praedelegatio was the first of a new fifteen-year cycle, see Bagnall, Worp, op. cit. 88.
[rpdt]ng in fact suits the space (a photostat supplied by Prof. Pintaudi shows that the
length of the breaks is slightly shorter than ed. pr. assumed); also, in line 10 [tfig
xotoJonopd is too long: the article, which is unnecessary, may safely be discarded.
In conclusion, PSI177.9-11 should be presented as follows:

wo[B]od[coc|Bar ént Sieth xpdvov émo
[xota]omopdig g edTUX0DG oLV Oed
[rpadtlng ivSiktiovog KTA.

PUGI32

This is a fragment of a lease of 584/85. The main body of the contract has been
edited in the following fashion:

@ evlaPectdro [
g drylog ékkAne[iog
5 ’Aneovd [y]levoué[ve
noreag A[d]piAtog [
‘Hpaeidog [0]ppdpe[vog 6mo xdpng
10D "O&vp[vy]xeitov v[opod xaipew - Exovaing]
gmdéyo[p]on pio[BdoacBo dno tod éveatdtoc)
10 &woug &0 oA 1ii[g mapovong Tpitng ivd(uctiovog)]
 agmapd ofod
i, Jeov]

The editor took Apphuas to be the name of the lessor. But it is probably his
patronymic; 'Angovd is a genitive of 'Angovag, cf. F. T. Gignac, A Grammar of the
Greek Papyri of the Roman and Byzantine Periods 11 (Milano 1981) 16-18. The
fragmentary passage may be illuminated by P.Mert. III 124.2-6 (520) 19

eVA0PEcTATO - - - Zepﬁv[m] I dvoyvdotn tiig dylog ékkAnoiog Koclouuévng &mo
‘Tep[afxin[v(og)] I vip 10D evAaPestatov Taohe tpesButépov - - - Gnd thg adtiig

no?»ecog, or P.Warr. 10.6-7 (591/2) ['m) eviaPeotate] Fewpyio npeaPurtépe [thig
aylag éxxAnotlog, Oppopéve alro 1avtng g "O&vpuy[x(1tdv) téAews. The name
and function of the lessor are lost in the break of line 3; he may have held the office of
npecPitepog, Sidkovog, or other. The lacuna in line 4 has carried away the word vi®
and some other qualification of Apphuas, who could have possibly been a clergyman
himself too!?, deceased by that time (the space is not wide enough to accommodate

19 A list of clerics who were sons of clerics is given by E. Wipszycka, Etudes sur le
Christianisme dans I’Egypte de ’antiquité tardive (SEA 52: Roma 1996) 215 n. 43.
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the name of the church). In line 5 the break took away Apphuas’ function, as well as
the first part of the indication of the lessor’s origo. In short, lines 4-5 may have run
Thg Gyl éxkAno[iog vid Tod T edAafode pviung]
"Anpovd, [y]evoué[vouv mpesPutépov dmd 1fig "'OEvp(uyLTdV)]

What is more importaht is to determine the exact nature of the text. That the
lessee’s origo was some rural settlement situated in the Oxyrhynchite nome might
suggest that the document is a land lease — and it is a land lease: this becomes clear
from lines 11-12, which, as the published photograph (tav. XX) indicates, should be
read and supplemented thus:

xoToomopdg 8 kol cvAdoyiig kaprdv]
Ti[g ovv] Oedd te[TdpTng Emvepniceng - -]

The p'hrase is typical of Oxyrhynchite land leases of this period, cf. e.g. P.Berl.
Zill. 7.9-11. PUG I 32 thus becomes a welcome addition to the meagre corpus of late
Byzantine land leases from the region of Oxyrhynchus.
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