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ROGER S. BAGNALL, KLAAS A. WORP 

TETPAXPYLON 

In 331, a ex-logistes from the Dakh1ch Oa i named Gelasios paid 9 talents for the 
cost of transportation .,of statues beiug ent LO Alexandria' , [or which he was given a 
receipt by an (l.ItOöElC1:11<;'; Ihis receipt was puhlished in 1995 as P.Kel!. I GI'. 29. The 
amount of money paicl is described in Ihis tex t by a phra e un Cl ltesled in previously­
published papyri, as far as the editor could see: 

ev 'tE'tpaXPU­
eHp V[oll]~olla'tt 'taA.av'ta ~vv€a, Y(lVE'tat) ('taAav'ta) e. 
This was translated "nine talents of silver in 'four-gold' coinage, total 9 talents". 

After some canvassing of possible meanings für the phrase, the editor conclllded 
"One wonclers lherefore, whether there is a connecLion belween (he qualificalion EV 
'te'tpaxpuocp V[O~lJ.tOJlO:'tl and the qualification ~v VOUJlIlO\(;; we ee, however, no 
obvious connectlon '. This uggestion, we shall argue, was cs~entiaUy conecl. 

There is, aClually, another text wh ich partially pre erves lhis phrase. This is P.Yale 
i/1I1.217 published by G. M. Parassogloll in BASP 7 (1970) 52-57, wilh a plate. and 
reprinted as SB XII J 0784. This i a sale of part of a house, of unknown provenance 
and without a preserved date, wbich its editor as igned to , beginning of the fourlh 
century (?) I largely Oll tbe basis of the price given in lhe text. The price i given in lhe 
edition as fo11ows: 

aP'YuptOU LEßo:O''tro[v KaWO\) EV] XPuO'CP 
[vOlltOlla'toc;] 'tClAav'tcov 5tO:KOOtCOV eßÖollYt Kov'ta 

translated "Iwo hundred and scventy talents of new imperial silver coin (? sc. p:lid) in 
gold". The note points, like lhat in P.KeU., to pltrases likc EV VOUIlIlOlC; as paralleIs, 
bul observes that , the cOllSlruction is 1101 very smooth . Wi.rh the benefit of the papy­
rus from Kellis, it can be seen that a restoration of 

o.pyup{OU LEßao't0[v ev'te'tpcy,jxpuO'(!> 
[vOJllOJla'toc;] 't'O:Aav'tölv ÖlaKOOtölV eß50Jlf!KOV'tO: 

now has at least the virtue of being paralleled. It remains to find a meaning for it. 

First, however, it is worth abrief detour to argue that the Yale papyrus probably 
comes from the Great Oasis (in the inclusive sense, meaning today both the Kharga 
and Dakhleh Oases) and around the same time as the Kellis papyrus; if this is correct, 
the argument for adopL.ing this restoraLiOI1 is strengthened 1. The critical point for pro-

1 There is no external evidence to help. The papyrus was acquired by H. 1. Bell from M. 
Nahman in Cairo in late 1926 as part of a large lot, which came to Yale in 1927. This hetero-
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venance lies in a fragmentarily preserved ßEßaia clause near the end: ßEßaia 0)(; EV 
Öll1loCJ1CO KO'.}t<XKEtIlEVll (line 17). The editor cited as par allels SB I 5679.l8-19 and 
P.Grenf.' II 76.21-22. Both of these texts come from the archive of the vEKp01:a<po{ of 
Kysis. So also do other examp1es: P.Grenf. II 68.75 (= CPGr. I 40) , 76 (= M.Chr. 
295); SB 14652 and 4656. The remainder come from KeIlis, including P.Genov. 121 
and II App. 1 and a number of examples in P.Kell. I (see index p. 264 s. v. Ka-ra­
KEtllat) . There are examples from Hennoupolis inserting the word apXetep, but in the 
form quoted here there are no examples outside the Oases. 

The editor' s only basis for a date 1ay in the price of 270 talents for the fourth share 
of a house, or 1,080 talents for the entire house. After citing a few examples from the 
earlier part of the fourth century, he concluded: "Thus, if we were to judge by the 
price alone, the papyrus could very weIl be assigned to the first quarter of the fourth 
century, particularly in view of the fact that there are no palaeographic counter-indica­
tions". This seemed a bit too early to Bagnall (Currency and Inflation, Atlanta 1985, 
71), who assigned the papyrus to ca. 330-340. The basis for that view was the fact 
that houses tended to seIl for amounts in the range 9-14 T. in the first part of the cen­
tury. After the first quarter of the century (there were no figures to be cited between 
324 and 337) rents for parts of houses had risen to the 20-25 T. per year range, 
suggesting that sale prices must be substantially higher. It is difficult to be precise, 
because of the variation to which house property is susceptible, but a sale price 
something like 40-50 times a typical rent may fit fairly weH with what we know. At 
any rate, a date before Constantine's curreney reform in 324/5 is hardly possible. 

We believe that in line 19 a fragment of the original consular dating is still to be 
seen. The seribe seems to have written ] t.a1tpo-ra[t]cov cI>[ . He then tried to eorrect 
his mistake by adding a 11, but he mistakenly squ'eezed it in just before the P, rather 
than before the 1t. We thus should have the remains of a consulate with two non­
imperial consuls, whose names occupied about 20 letters followed by -roov in the 
lacuna. Depending on how fully the consular names were written, there are several 
possibilities in the post-325 period2. As we argue below, the decade 325-335 seems 
most likely; in that period, Paulinus and Iulianus (325) in their short form oecupy 20 
letters; Constantius and Maximus (327) occupy 21. These two seem, in the surviving 
documents, the years most likely to display short forms, i. e., without the consuls' 
first names being given. But it is possible that any of several other years eould have 
been denoted with only one name per consul. The <p after t.all1tpo-ra[-r]cov is the 
beginning of the name of the month (Phaophi, Phamenoth, or Pharmouthi). . 

But what was a -rEtpaXPUCJov v6,.uCJlla? There is no direct evidence on this point, 
because as far as we know the word tEtpaxpuCJov is not elsewhere attested. A possi­
ble indirect approach, however, is provided by Epiphanius' Weights and Measures. 
This work is preserved only fragmentarily in Greek, more fully in Syriac. Users will 
be aware that it is a mishmash of information, some good and some fanciful, some re-

geneous lot included papyri from Oxyrhynchos and Qther provenances, including others of 
unknown provonance. 

2 Bagnall has been ublc to inspect the original papyrus in the Beinecke Rare Book and 
Manuscript Li bl'3ry. It is worth noting that U 8rov in line 5 is an error fOT €1..8bv, which was 
tl'3nscribed already by John Shelton in the copy on fiIe at Yale (mentioned by ParässogJou). 
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cent and some very old, thrown together with little historieal sense. Nonetheless, there 
are valuable nuggets. One such seems to lInderlie this pas age (Greek text, 82.47): 
OlXpucrov oe eKaA.O'l)V 0\ nCY.A.CY.tOl TO ;;Ilta'l) 'tou apyupou. 'to OE apyupouv 'tou't6 
eO''tlv ö Ol 'ProJ.l.cx.'lOl I-11t..la.pLcrLOv Kcx.A.OÜCHV, Ö epllllVeUln<Xt O''t'pcx.'tlrottKOV 061-lcy'3. 
The Syriae is translated by J. E. Dean as folIows: , But the ancients called half of the 
siJver (denClrius) the oi,XpvO'ov. And the si]ver (denarius) is wh at the Romans call thc 
miliarision. which is translated 'military gifl" 4. The insertion of denarius is unneces­
sary. For the rest, however, the versions agree that there was onee a silver coin for the 
half of wh ich the tenn 8iXpucrov was in lIse. It secms logical to infel' that the ilver 
coin itselfmight have been caJled the 'tetpaxpucrov, even tbough Epiphanius gives no 
direcl indieation to that effect. Unfortunately, thefe is no evidence for OI.Xpucrov else­
where except in a DeIian inventory (LDelos I 338 Ba14): [K]CY.l €V A.tßavro'ti81 
t..t9(V1ll 8txpucrov Kat X[pucrouv?]. The Supplement (1996) to LSJ defines the word 
here as "coin of value of two XpuO'Ot". This is a reasonable inference, but it is 
impossible to say wbat coin is meant. 

A little later (Greek 82.49, Hultsch p. 267), Epiphanius says <pOA.Al<; Ö Kcx.l 
ßCY./..O:VtlOV KCY.t..ettCY.L. bl7tAOUV OE EcrTIV {mo Mo aprUprov cr'l)'YK'd/-lE.vov, O'L y(VOV'tO,l 
O'T)'Ollvapt<:x. The Syriac (p. 61, seetion 53) is translated, "thc Jollis is also called lbe 
pUfse, because it is a multiple' for il is 2J/2 silver (coins), which is 250 dCllarii". As 
Hultsch indicates, Salmasiu had al ready emended CH in Ihe Greek to CN, because 
250 is a much more plausible number than 208 to find iJ] such a cOlllex15. The 
Cipyupo<; in Epiphanius' Greek text6 on rhis reckoning will have been 100 denarii at 
some point, when 2 1/2 of lhem (= 1 folUs) were 250 dellarii. Now it is generally 
accepted that the new standard billon coin iotroduced by ConstanLine was worth 100 
den. in 325, and it bas reeently been possible to show on lhe basis of new evidence 
that the value of its successor was raised to 150 denarii, perhaps around 335 (F.Harnb. 
IV, pp. 149-152). lf tlle&pyupo<; was also calLed tß'tpa.Xpucrov, as we have suggested 
on the basis of Epiphanius' indkation that haJf of one was a ö(Xpucrov, and if t1tis 

3 Hullseh, Scriprores Metrologie; Gmeci Leipzig 1864, I, 266. 
4 James E. Dean (ed.), Epiplw/lillS' Trearise Oll Weighls ol/d Measl/.res: The S)I/'iac 

Version, (Studies in Ancicnl Oriental Civilization 11), Chicago 1935, 6L section 52. 
Unfortunarely, neHher this passage nor lhe one discussed in the next paragraph is found in tbe 
Georginn version of the work published by M.-J. van Esbroeek, Les ver~iOIlS georgief/lles 
d'Ep"iphane de Chypre, Traile des pOids el des meSllres, (CSCO 460-46l), Louvain 1984. 

5 Hultsch, p. 144 n. 4. 
6 The reader will note thalthe twO passages of Epiphanius, as trallsmilled by (he tradition, 

show him treating the coin in questioll as a neuler äpyupoüv Ln § 82.47, bUl os masculine 
&PYUPOt; Uudgi ng [rom the relative 0'0 in § 82.49. Although lherc \Va. still foom for doubt 
aboulthe proper lemma fol' the form fou lld in the papyri when J.-M. Carde discussed P.Oxy. 
XXXIV 2729 in AegYPlus 64 (1984) 205, tbc suggestion of D. Hagedom reported there, that 
the adjecrivc's lemma woulcI be cXPYUPOUt;, adopted in P.Neph. 9 (introduction) seems to us 
correcl. As lhe plural is known 10 bc ncutcr (P.Oxy. 2729.6), lhe tenn mus! bc ncuter, pre­
sumably modifying an understood VO)!l<1IlCt (cf. the tenn Xp'UO'oüv). On !his basis, it seem 
likely that the form cXpj'upoüv in Bpiphnnjus is Ihe better lradition. For the complcte record we 
nole that other papyrological attestations or lhe apyupouv are found in P.Stras. V 330.3 (VP: 
npyup& oyOOll1<OV1:CX 8uo) and in P.Rein. TI 108.9 (VIP: ap'Yupo. 'tPUXKOV'tIX bt'ta; Ihis 
allestatiOrl i not lisled in LSJRcv. Supp!. or in WB Supp!. 1.3, Absclln. 17). 
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coin was worth 100 denarii, as Epiphanius clearly indicates, the date from which this 
information comes should be in the decade 325-335. Such a range of dates fits weIl 
with the other indications discussed above. It is possible, however, that once in 'use 
the name survived beyond this period. 

Why would a coin of 100 denarii be called a 'tE'tpO:XPucrov? Only one explanation 
occurs to us, namely that the Roman imperial aureus was originally tariffed at 25 
denarii (that is, it was minted at 40 to the Roman pound) 7. It has generally been 
thought that these aurei did not circuJate in Egypt, and certainly they are rarely refer­
red t08. But when Apion (or Antonius Maximus, to give hirn his mililary name) 
writes to his father Epimachos in BGU II 423 (2nd cent.), he teIls hirn that "when I 
arrived at Misenum, I received three aurei (Xpucrou<; 'tPEt<;) as travel allowance from 
the emperor". This passage suggests that, even if Epimachos did not often see aurei in 
Egypt, he knew what they were. By 325, to be sure, that aureus was long gone, 
replaced by the fourth-century solidus. Even a Constantinian solidus, at 1/72 of a 
pound of gold, would have been worth around 36 talents, or 54,000 denarii, in the 
later 320s. 9. If the tenn 'tE'tpO:XPUcrov did refer to the old aureus, it would represent an 
historical memory, if not also a bit of sarcasm. The old aureus had in fact lost that peg 
to the denarius early in the third century. This may make this explanation seem 
unlikely; if so, we invite the reader to find another. Whether 'tE'tpo:Xpucrov was a tenn 
peculiar to the Great Oasis, we cannot say. But it is at least surprising that with the 
wealth of fourth-century papyri available for a number of other districts of Egypt the 
tenn has not been found somewhere else so far. 

Roger S. Bagnall 
ColLlmbia University 
Department of Classics 
606 Hamilton Hall 
New York, NY 10027 
U.S.A. 

Klaas A. Worp 
University of Amsterdam 

Oude Turfmarkt 129 
NL-JOI2 GC Amsterdam 

7 See, e. g ., Der Kleine Pauly, Munich 1975, 1,77 1 (H. Chantraine). 
8 See L. C. Wesl, A. C. Johnson, CUl'l'ency in Roman and Byzal1lille Egypf, Princeton 1944, 

1-2. 
9 See R. S. Bagnall, Currellcy alld Inflation in Fourth Century Egypt, (BASP Supp!. 5), 

Allanta 1985,33-35,61; and P.Ke)!. IV, p. 225, for more recently pub)ished gold prices. 


