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CARROLL A. NELSON 

Two Papyri Recording Loan Repayments* 

Tafel 4 

I. Loan Repayment from Oxyrhynchos 

P.Berol. inv. 25567 8 x 3.5 cm 123/143 A.D . 

The writing of this medium brown papyrus runs parallel with the fibers; there is no 
writing on the back. Line length cannot precisely be determined, but reconstructions based 
on formulaic parts of the extant text indicate that we have from 1/4 to 1/3 of each line. There 
is a top margin of 2 cm, and the text has been broken off at both sides and at the bottom. 

Terminology and phrases in the extant text suggest that the document is the record 
of a loan repayment made "in the street" for [ ]ty-two silver drachmas to Papontos, 
son of Lykomedes, by [NN], son of Dionysios, of Persian descent, both parties being 
from Oxyrhynchos. The borrower's name has been lost, and only part of the date ap
pears in the text (the 7th year of a Roman emperor, either Hadrian or Antoninus Pius; 
see note 1-2 below). Not enough text remains to say much more about the details of 
the transaction. The typical form of loan repayments from Oxyrhynchos can be seen 
in P.Oxy. III 510 and X 1282. P.Yale I 63 (introduction) has a good discussion ofthe 
documents attesting repayment of a loan, both for the Oxyrhynchite Norne and the 
Arsinoite Norne. Our document, like most of those listed in P.Yale I 63, seems to be 
cast in the form of an objective homologia (ol1oA,oye'i U1tExelV). 

The editors of the Yale document conclude from their study of other loan repay
ments (p. 198) "that written repayments of loans were not given for repayment itself, 
but to cover special circumstances". Among special circumstances were the death of 
the originallender or borrower, complicated legal situations involved with the loan, or 
pre-payment before the due date of the originalloan. Ordinarily, the Yale editors point 
out (p. 198), "the originalloan would be retumed crossed out and this would suffice to 
show it had been repaid, if indeed for smallloans written contracts were even made. 
But in special cases written repayments would indeed be necessary ... ". 

The loss of the bottom part of our document prevents us from finding out what 
special circumstance, if any, produced this written repayment of a loan. There is a 
hint, perhaps, in the phrase "of his own" in line 6, in the use of the nominative form 
AUKOl1tlÖll<; in line 9 (see note below), and in the unexpected terminology of line 10, 
"this man's son". Was there, as was the case often in the documents studied by the 
Yale editors, the death of either the lender or borrower which made it necessary for an-

"I wish to thank the Staatliche Museen Preußischer Kulturbesitz, Ägyptisches Museum 
for permission to publish these texts, and 1 am grateful to William Brashear for the 
assistance he has provided. 
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other relative to fulfill the obligation or receive the repayment of the loan? Perhaps 
Lykomedes, Papontos' father and the originallender, has died, and Papontos now is 
collecting the debt owed to his father Lykomedes and is issuing a statement to the 
debtor NN, son of Dionysios, acknowledging this repayment. 

[E'tou<; eßM/lou AU]tOKP(XtOPO<; Kai[cmpo<; ] 
2 [ MEcrOpi)] EnaYO/l(evwv) ~ EV 'Q~[upuyxwv nOA,(n) 'tll<; 81lßci{oo<; ] 
3 [O/lOA,0Yft I1an]ov't(ß<; AUKO/lTJO[ou ] 
4 [ ]VEt ~lOVU()lOU 'tü[u ] 
5 [I1ep<JTI tTl<; E7ttyov]ll<;, U/lq>O'tfPOl 't0[ v uno 'O~u puyxwv nOA,fw<;,] 
6 [unEXflv EV u]yutq. 'ta<; 'tou eau'to[u ] 
7 [ ] uPyuPlou Lfßa<J't[Ou Kat I1'tOA,f/latKou vO/ll<J/la'to<;] 
8 [opaX/la<; ]~ov'ta Mo Kfq>aA[aiou ] 
9 [Ci<; Eoavn<JfV (?) A]'!KO/lTJOllS [ ] 

10 [ ]tov 'tou'tou ,![iov ] 
11 [ e]~M/lou E'to[u<; NN 'tou Kupiou ] 

12 [ ] [ ] 

,,[The seventh year] of Emperor Caesar [ ... Mesore] the 6th additional day, in the 
city of Oxyrhynchos [of the Thebaid]. Papontos, son of Lykomedes, [ ... ] acknow
ledges to [NN], son of Dionysios, grandson of [NN ... , of Persian] descent, both from 
[the city of Oxyrhynchos, that he has received] (the agreement being made in the 
street) the capital sum of his own [ ... , consisting of ... ]ty-two silver [drachmas] of the 
Imperial and Ptolemaic coinage [which] Lykomedes [loaned(?) ... ] this man's son [ ... ] 
the seventh year [of NN the lord ... ] ... ". 

1-2. The year number is restored here from that of line 11 . The earliest titlulature which 
fits this line comes from the reign of Vespasian, but this emperor and several others with 
the title Emperor Caesar whose reign extended into a seventh year, can be excluded because 
the 6th additional day attached to Mesore (= August 29) is used only when the following 
year i a leap yenr. Only two emper rs have a . evenlh year which i ~ lIowed by a leap 
year, Hndrian and Antoninus Pius. If this document cOl11es frol11 Hnd.rian ' 7th year. iL can be 
datcd to August 29 , 123 A.D.; if frol11 Antoninus Piu • 7th year August 29. 143 A.D. 

3. For the homologia form in repayment of loan documents, see P.Yale I 63 (intro
duction). I can find no Papontos with a father named Lykomedes in Oxyrhynchos. Papon
tos is attested often; Lykomedes' name appears in P.Oxy. LV 3778 (A.D. 21), a document 
published after Jones and Whitehorne had compiled The RegIster olOxyrhynchites (1983). 
The end of this line further identified Papontos. 

4-5. The debtor is identified in these lines. The letters following the break are prob ab
Iy part of his name (dative ease, as usual, in the homologia form) . Along with his grand
father's name, there may have been referenee to physieal features. 

5. Persian of the epigone, a term used of debtors to weaken their legal position. See 
P. W. Pestman in P.Lugd.Bat. XXII, pp. 60-61. 
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6. EV ayut~ is a phrase often used in agreements in Oxyrhynchos, and it indicates that 
the parties to the agreement have acted "in the street", not through an official in the bure
aux. The genitive TOU EauTOu is reflexive and likely refers to someone or something con
nected with Papontos, but "his own" what? I suggest that the phrase refers to his father, 
who may have made the loan and now may be dead. Papontos, it appears, explains here and 
below why he is receiving the payment and issuing the repayment document. 

7. apyupiou LEßacr't[ou Kat fhoAqWtKOU vOllicrllaTOC; 8paXWlC;]: A common mone
tary formula, on which the editor of P.Oxy. XLI 295l. 24-25 (note) says: "It seems likely 
... that terms such as ,Augustan' , ,Ptolemaic', ,old Ptolemaic', ,old' or ,new' are all no 
more than conventional terms intended to express the hope that the coinage which they 
describe is good". 

8. The repayment amount ranged from 32 to 92 drachmas, unless the lacuna contained 
another number in the hundreds. If so, the monetary formula in line 7 should be shortened. 
This line mayaiso have stated that the interest payment was also included in the trans
action. 

9. The nominative, I think, belongs to a relative clause in which Papontos explains 
why he has collected the money and issued the statement. As restoration in the text and 
translation above indicate, I believe that Lykomedes loaned the money to NN, and later was 
unable to receive the repayment (probably because he had died). 

10. Understand, perhaps, something like "Papontos, acknowledges ... that he has re
ceived the money ... which Lykomedes loaned ... and that he, this man's son, has acknow
ledged the payment on (month and day) of the seventh year of NN the lord". 

11. See note 1 above for the names of the emperors possible for dating the document. 
Restore here either ['A8ptavou Kaicrapoc; TOU Kupiou] or ['Av'tCovivou Kaicrapoc; 'tou 
Kupiou]. 

11. Loan Repayment from Soknopaiou Nesos 

P .Berol. inv. 25596 12 x 4.5 cm 138 A.D. 

The writing of this light brown papyrus runs parallel with the fibers; there is no writing 
on the back. Although the papyrus has been broken on the left side and at the bottom and 
has several holes, much of the text missing at the left side can be restored from other docu
ments. 

NN, son of Stotoetis and NN, grands on of Panephremmis, acknow1edges to the 
priestess Soeris, daughter of Stotoetis, granddaughter of Panephremmis, that he has 
received from her at Soknopaiou Nesos 660 drachmas in repayment of a loan. He also 
informs her that he has given the originalloan agreement back to her for cancellation 
and that he will make no further claims regarding the transaction. Soeris is represented 
by her husband Stotoetis. Of interest are the names of the two parties' parents and 
grandparents. Inasmuch as their fathers and grandfathers have the same names, it is 
possible that the loan and repayment involved a brother and sister, although that re
lationship is not spelled out in the extant parts of the document. 

Documents having a similar format or content to that of our loan repayment in
clude: P.Fam.Tebt. 9 (A.D. 107), P.Kron. 11 (AD. 121) and 13 (A.D. 136/37); and 
P.Soter. 25 (A.D. 109). For loans, see P. W. Pestman, Loans Bearing No Interest? 
JJP 16-17 (1971) 2-29 (note 1lists the literature on the subject). 
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1 
2 
3 
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5 
6 

7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 

13 
14 
15 
16 

Carroll A. Nelson 

[houe; npro'tou Au'toKpa'topoc;] Kaicrapoc; Ti:?,? Ai~iou 
['ADplavou 'Av'tCovdvou LEßacr'tO]~ Eucr~ß?~'?, ['End(?)]q> ~ 
[ ev LOKVon(aiou) N"crou 't"ilc; 'HpaKA(dDoU)] J.l~l?iDOe; 'tou 'ApcrlVOEit[O]U 

[VOJ.lOU 0J.lOAOYE1 NN, L'tO't]?"'tECüC; 'tou IIavEq>pEJ.lJ.lE-
[Cüe; J.ll1('tpOe;) NN ano LOKVon(aiou)] N"crou roe; (e'trov) AE OUAr, oq>p{)Et 

[(right or left) LO"PEt L'tO'tO"'tECüe; 'tou IIav ] Eq>[pE] J.lJ.lECüC; i.Ep~[iq.] roc; 

(e'trov) KlO 

[OUAr, Kapnep DE~lep IlE'ta Kupiou 'tou] Eau'tlle; av~poc; L't?:O"'tECü,? 

[L'tO'tO"'tECüe; 'tou L'tO'tO"'tECüe;] C?'? (e'trov) ~ U [O]UA(r,) av't~KVl1J.lqep] 
[(right or left) anEXEtV nap' au'tlle; 'tov 0IlO]Aoyouv'ta napaXPlllla 

[Dla XEtpOe; apyupiou DpaX]llaC; E~aKocriae; E~"Kov'ta 
[äe; roq>EtAEV LOll ple; au'tep Dl '] oJ.loAoydae; :EA1Cüei~ 
[crl1C; Dla ev LOKvon(aiep) N"crep ypaq>dou 'tep a (e'tEt) 'A]v'tCüvdvou 

Kaicrapoc; 

['tou Kupiou (month and day) ] KaI. avaDEDCüKEval 

['tr,v acrq>aAEtaV au'tn Eie; a8E]tl1crEtV KaI. aK"UpCücr[l]V 

[KaI. Il11DE eYKaAE1v 'Il11DE eYKaAEcr]~lV nEpl. c1v anEXl Ka80n 

[npOKEt'tat - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 1 

6. lEp~[w.l Pap.; KlO: K ex corr. 11.-12. read 'tE'''Et(08Eicrll~ 14. read &8E1:11crtV 15. read U1tEXEt 

,,[The first year of Emperor] Caesar Titus Aelius [Hadrian Antoninus Augustus] 
Pius, [Epeiph (?)] 20 [in Soknopaiou Nesos] of the division [of Herakleides] of the 
Arsinoite [Norne. NN], son of Stotoetis [and NN), grands on of Panephremmis, from 
[Soknopaiou] Nesos, about 35 years old, with a scar on his [right or left] brow, 
[acknowledges to Soeris, daughter of Stotoetis], granddaughter of Panephremmis, 
priestess, about 25 years old, [with a scar on her right wrist, acting with her guardian] 
her own husband Stotoetis, [son of Stotoetis, grandson of Stotoetis], about 20+ years 
old, with a scar on his [right or left] shin, that he the acknowledging party [has re
ceived from her] immediately [in cash] 660 [silver] drachmas [which Soeris owed to 
hirn through] an agreement drawn up [through the record office in Soknopaiou Nesos 
in the 1st year] of Antoninus Caesar [the lord, (month and day) ... ] and that [he] has 
given back [the agreement to her] for canceling and invalidation [and that he neither 
makes a claim against her nor] will he make a claim concerning the things he has re
ceived, as [is stated above ... ]". 

1. Restorations at the beginning of following lines are based on the approximate 
length of the imperial name. They may be somewhat longer or shorter than I have in
dicated, but all information comes from parallel texts or other evidence about the parties 
involved in the transaction. 

1tpOl'tO'\l has been restored here (and in line 12) because later documents (see note 6-8 
below) contain both the ages of Soeris and her husband and the year of Antoninus Pius' 
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reign . By comparing the ages of the two in our document with their ages in the later docu
ments, we arrive at the first year of Antoninus as the most likely date for the repayment. 

2.Antoninus' reign began on July 10 (or Epeiph 16) of 138 A.D. If my calculations 
and assumptions about the dating of this text are correct, the repayment has been dated 
only a few days after he look office. Epeiph 20 = July 14. 

3.Place names are restored from line 5 and from other documents involving Soeris and 
Stotoetis (see 6-8 below). 

4.0ne of the parties was named at the lost beginning of this line (and perhaps at the 
lost beginning of line 9). Curiously, his father and grandfather have the same names as 
those of Soeris' father and grandfather. Perhaps the loan was one between brother and 
sister, although the text gives no other indication of such a relationship between the two 
parties. 

5-6 . O<PPUEt is normally followed by an adjective ("right" or "left") locating the pi ace 
on the brow where the scar is to be found. 

6-8. Soeris and Stotoetis, her husband and legal representative, are attested in other 
documents from Soknopaiou Nesos . From SPP XXII 36 (A.D. 145) and CPR VI 6 (A.D. 
159), we learn that Soeris' mother was named Taphiomis and that Stotoetis' surname was 
Paramon. Both husband and wife served in the priestly ranks, Stotoetis listed in SPP XXII 
36 as tEPEWC; oEU'tEpac; <!JU/cllC; IOKVOltatOu 9eou IlEya/cou Ileya/cou. This same document 
records a loan of 500 drachmas to Soeris by a weaver, who agrees to accept in lieu of in
terest on the loan the services of Soeris' female slave who is also a weaver. Stotoetis is 
attested also in P.Münch. III 137 (AD. 144-146), a list of payments by priests in Sokno
paiou Nesos. 

SPP XXII 36 informs us that in A.D. 145, both Soeris and Stotoetis were 33 years old. 
In our document, Soeris is only 25 years old . Therefore, the loan repayment must fall very 
early in Antoninus' reign, if she was seven to eight years younger than in A.D. 145. 

8. Stotoetis' mark of identification in later years was a scar on the little finger of his 
left hand, and he was listed as equal in age with Soeris (SPP XXII 36). In our document, his 
scar is on one of his shins. The number missing after (e'trov) may be K[E] or 25, since 
Soeris' age is 25 (line 6). Later in A.D. 159 (CPR VI 3), their ages differ, with Soeris about 
50 years old and Stotoetis about 48 years old. 

11. The missing phrase could just as weIl be [äc; eoaVEtcrEv NN au'tl1 Ot '] or [which 
he loaned to her through] the agreement. 

13ff. For the proce . refe.rred to in these lines, see R. Tauben chlag, The Law oj Greco
ROll/an Egypt in the Light 0/ {he Papyri, Warszawa 21955, 4 19- 20 . The extinction of the 
obligation (solutio) comes through the return of the document to Soeris now that she has 
repaid the loan and through NN's promise not to make any further claims regarding the 
loan . 

14. Instead of ['tl]V a.cr<pa/cEtav], perhaps ['tl]V Ollo/coytav]. 

16ff. Signatures normally are provided at the end of records of this type. 
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