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CLAUDE EILERS 

A Patron of Myra in Ephesus 

In 1980, M. Büyükkolanei, C. I<;ten and J. NoUe published the foUowing inseription, 
whieh was diseovered in Sel<;uk 1 : 

MUpEffi[V 6] 1511110<; 
E't:!::iIlTlcrc to tpt-rov 
IT ----- ] 

[ ]ov toV 1tatpffiVa Kat cU
[epy]etTlv tou Ö~1l0U. 

The signifieanee and historieal eontext of this inseription are obseured by the erasure of the 
honorand's name in lines 3-4. In this artide I will argue that the honarand was probably M. 
Aemilius Lepidus (cos . AD 6) and that the inseription is dated to AD 28/29. 

The first point that we need to reeognize is that beeause the honorand is a patronus of a 
city, he ean be assumed not only to have been a Roman eitizen, but very probably also a Ro
man senator, espeeially if the text is from the late Republie or reign of Augustus, as has been 
suggested on the basis of the inseription's letter forms2. Several other faetors suggest that the 
honorand was someone of importanee. It is noteworthy that Myra, in Lyeia, should ereet this 
honour far their patron in Ephesus. Most of inseriptions honouring patrons were set up in 
prominent places within the dient eommunity. A few eases are known where honarific inscrip
tions are erected by provineial clients in the patron' s horne ci ty3. But that does not seem very 
likely here. Cases where eities cultivate governors of a neighbouring province 3re probably 
mare rele v 3nt. Far example, Oenoanda, also in Lyeia, had Q. Mueius Scaevola (cos . 95) as its 
patron4. Far Oenoanda and Myra to honour offieials in Asia would make some sense, since un
til Lyeia beeame a province, governors of Asia and the members of their staff would be among 
the Roman offieials dosest to them. Even eities within one provinee might eultivate relations 
with govcrnors of neighbouring provinees. Byzaillium, for examplc, was part or the provinee 
of BiLhYllia, but sent an embassy each year to the governor of Moesia to pay its r peel S. It is 
possible that we are dealing here with a similiar praetiee, sinee Myra is honouring its patron 
for the third time (EtdllTlcrc to tpftov). 

Multiple honours for a patron in a neighbouring provinee implies not only that the hono
rand was 3 senator, but also that he W3S a distinguished one. If further eonfirmation of this were 
needed, it is provided in a eoncrete way by th\:! ~rasure of thc honorand's name. The honorand 
was important enough for the ciLizens of M)'r3 to go out af their way to honour hirn, but he 
also be':3fne Iloturious enough for somcon;: lL' ubliterate his memory, 

I ElIligl' Inschrij/en aus E!,izfSUS, ZPE 40 (1 ~80) 257-·25ö, :1~i. 6 = SEG 30, 1315 = lEph. VIT 2 
([K 17.2) 3902, 

:2 Th ~ "pinion of F. Gschllltzer, cited by 1. i'!icols, Pa/rollS of Greek Ci ti es in the Early Princi
pale, ZPE 80 (1990) 95 , n. 45. 

3 E. g. eIL x 1430 from Herculaneum and IGUR 71 = CIL VI 1508 = IG XIV 1077 (c! SEG 34, 
(012) from Rome, 

4 C. Eilers, N. P. Milner, Q. Mucius Scaevola and Oenoanda: a new inscription, Anatolian 
Studies 45 (1995) (forthcoming). 

5 Plin., ep, X 43, 3. 
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As is often the case with such erasures, traces of severalletters are still discernible in line 
3, which its editors have rendered thus: 

C.l~l. ..... l~iov~~[ .. ]. 
These letters c1early belong to the honorand's tria nomina. The honorand's praenomen will 

therefore have had A or A as its third letter. Only Gnaeus and Aulus would fit, but since M 
might take up the space of two I etters , Manius and Marcus are also possible. A gentilicium 
would come next, ending either -L1ION or -QTON (the editors tentatively suggested [KAUU]
Otov). Finally a cognomen is to be found in the letters AE[ ]I[ ]ov (lines 3-4). 

The honorand's cognomen, Ac[ ]I[ ]ov, provid'e's"a 'promising starting point: only 
AE[vt]I[A]OV and AE[1tt]I[o]ov seem p~~~ibfe6. Both tell against [KAUU]Otov, the suggestion of 
th'is inscription' s· first editors, sinee this gentilicium is not attested with the co gnomina 
Lentulus or Lepidus in this period7. Lepidi usually belong to the gens Aemilia, Lentuli to the 
gens Cornelia8. Either of these gentilicia would be possible, of course, if A is read instead of 
L1, a reading which does not seem to be contradicted by the photograph pUblished with the 
~ditio princeps9. Consequently, possible names for the patron of Myra might be reasonably 
limited to the following: 

[lA{,p .. [ov 
[[M]6."[VIOV Kopv1J]~toV J\~[vt]I[A]OV 

[[M]&[pKOV Ailli]~toV J\~[1tt]I[o]ov 
[[rv]~["lov 

Such a name would confirm some of our earlier speeulations. First, it reveals a Roman aristo
crat. Second, it is consistent with the suggestion that the patron was active in some official ca
pacity in Asia, thus explaining why he is honoured in Ephesus rather than Myra. Several pro
consuls of Asia are known with appropriate names. Cn. Cornelius Lentulus the Augur (cos. 14 
BC) governed Asia under Augustus lO; M'. Aemilius Lepidus (cos. AD 11) was proconsul in 
AD 21/22 11 ; M. Aemilius Lepidus (cos. AD 6), in AD 26-28 12. 

Myra is honouring its patrons for the third time (ta tpltov). This suggests that the hono
rand was in the East for an extended period, since some time must have elapsed between the 
honours. Although it would not be impossible to honour someone more than onee in a single 

6 Other cognomina in the index of I. Kajanto, The Latin Cognomina, Helsinki 1965 (Soeietas 
Scientiarum Fenniea Commentationes Humanarum Litterarum 31) that begin with Le- and are an 
appropriate length (excluding names that are only attested for Christians) are: Leonieus, Leonius, 
Leporinus, Leporius. Levillus . None of these namcs, however, is found among senators. 

7 An ambassador of 189 BC namcd M. Claudius Lepidus is rceorded in Livy (XXXVII 48, 5), but 
his name is suspicious (see J. Briseoe, A Commentary on Livy Books XXX/V-XXXVII, Oxford 
1981, 366). Onee a Claudius had beeome emperor and provincials starting taking the name, there is 
more flexibility : e. g., Ti . Claudius Lepidus, apXllo:pElJ<; of Pontus in the seeond century AD (lGR III 
88, PIR2 C 910). 

8 In the imperial period, Lepidus is also attested as a cognomen with the gentilicia Annius, 
Asinius, Iulius, Laberius and Larcius (RE XII 2 [1925] 2067 s. v. Lepidus no. 1). 

9 ZPE 40 (I980) pI. 16d; J. NoUe has now kindly informed me by letter that this reading is eon
sistent with the letter traees on the stone. 

10 B. E. Thomasson, Laterculi Praesidum I, Göteborg 1984, 207, no. 12. 
11 R. Syme, Problems about procollsuls 01 Asia, ZPE 53 (1983) 191-208 = Roman Papers IV 

347-365, at 348, 350; U. Vogel-Weidemann, Die Statthalter VOll Alrica und Asia in den Jahren /4-
68 n. ChI'. Eine Untersuchung zum Verhältnis Princeps und Senat, Antiquitas 1,31 (1982) 236-249; 
Thomasson, Laterculi (note 10) 210, no. 29. 

12 Syme, Problems (note 11) 191-194 = Roman Papers IV 348-351; Vogcl-Weidemann, Statt
halter (note 11) 266-274; Thomasson, LlIterculi (note 10) 210, no. 33. 
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year. il is diffieult to imagine the rationale behind ueh a praclice. cspecially if each occasion 
required an embassy to Asia. Tf the honours were [rom different years, [his would require that 
the honorand was in the East for a trienl/il/m at least. 

As it turns out. this would fit very weil for one of our candidates. We aJready know [rOm 

an inscription from Cos that M. Aemilius Lepidus (cos. AD 6) governed Asia for a bien

nium 13 . His term began in AD 2614, so the inscription in C belongs to 27/28. There are 
advantages, however, in 'lIPPO ing that Lepidus was govel11or of Asia for a lhird year. This was 
the time ofTiberius' absence [rom Rome, when prorogation of governors becarne the norm, C. 
Vibius Marslls (suff. AD 17) can be assigned to the proeon ul 'hip of Africa Procon ulari' for 
these same tllree years l5 . Similarly, P. Petroniu, (suff. AD 19) und M. Iunius Si lanu ' Torqua
lUS (cos. AD 19) governcd Asia and Africa re pectivc)y for the six years fol1owing (29/30 to 
35/36) 16. Tl eem that in most of the 'e years the annual . ort iLion for the two consular public 
prov.inces wa ' simply n t performed. Thi con ' ideration has already led U. Vogel-Weidemann 
lO suggest a rriel/nillm ror Lepidus a suggeslion approved by R. Syme 17. Ir Lepidus is the pa
tron honoured by Myra in EpheslI • the phrase Eu:i~I"O'ev tO tpttoV probably confirms their 
hypothesis that he govcrned for a third year. 

A difficulty Wilh this identification, however, is thatthe honorand ' name is rased from 
(he inscriplion. M, Lepidll was one of' lhe 1110 I important senatorS of his era . He was a viI' 
rrilllllplwlis, and was a llcgedly con idered by Augu ws to be capax imperii l8. Pi 0 died in An 
33, und Tacitu con. idered an obiluary in order, praising him ror hi s moderatio arqfle sc/pi
enria J 9. We CM be conGdent that he did not surfer dO/l/JIario memoriae. StilJ, the rasure i' not 
impossible to explain. After Gaius' accessi.on, M. Lepidus' homonymaus son rose to promi
nence under the new emperor. He was allcgcd to be partner in Gaiu dcbaucheries20. He was 
married to Gaius' sister, Uru iIIa, and was granled a five year remission on the minimum age 
for office21 . In 39, however. Lepidus was exccllled, either for adultery with Gaiu" sis ters 
(perhap with treasonous intention ), or for complicity in the con piracy of Cn. Cornelius 
Gaetulicus (cos. AD 26), or both22, Either would be sufficient to explain the erasure of his 
name from inscriptions, whether or not his memory was official1y condemned in Rome. 
Provincials sometimes acted on their own accord in these maUers. The SC de Pisone patre re
quired that Piso's name be removed only rrom astatue of Germanicus in the campus Marlill , 
a lLhough it is also erased from other monuments23 . Such actions would be intended to dem on-

13 AE 1934, 87: 6 01'1110<; M&.PKOV Ai1i1A-lOV AEntoov 'to oe{nEQv av9Ul1tu'tov 'tov EUU'tOU 
1ta'tpwva Kai eUEpye·t(XV. 

14 Tae .• anno IV 56. 3. 
15 CIL VIII 14"86::; 10568; ILS 9375; Vogel-Weidemann, SIal/halter (nole 11) 105. 
16 Symc. Problems (nole 11) 194 = Roman Papers IV 351; Vogel-Weidcmann, Statthalter (note 

11) 97- 109. 274- 280. 
17 Symc, Problems (note 11) 194 = Roman Papers IV 351; Vogel-Weidemann, Statthalter (note 

11) 268. 
18 Vcll. II 114-115; Dia LVI 12, 2; Tac., anno I 13,2. On his carceJ', see R. Syme. Marcus 

Lepidus. capax illlpcrii, JRS 45 (1955) 22-33 = Ten Studies in Tacitus, Oxford 1970, 30-49. 
19 Tac., ann, VI 27. 4. 
20 Suet., Ca!. 24, 36. 
2 1 Dio LlX 11, I; LlX 22. 6-7. 
22 Suet.. l!lud. 9: Lepidi el Gaell/lici coni:/I'Qlio; Suel., Ca!. 24; Dio LlX 22.6-7; Acta Fralrum 

Arvalium 27 Oel. AD 9 (CIL VI 32346). A. A. Barret!, Caligllla: Tlw Corrtlpliol/ of Power. London 
1989. 104-113, roll.owing C. J. Simpson. Tlte "compimcy" uf AD 39. in: C. Deroux (cd.). S/Ildies 
ill Lalin UICrtlllire and Roman HiS/ai)' fl. Bruxclles 1980 (Colleclion Latomus n . 168) 347-366. 
would dissociate Lepidus and Gaetulicus. 

23 W. Eck, Das S. C. de en. Pisone patre und seine Publikn/ion in der Dac/ica. Cahiers du Centre 
Glotz 4 (1993) 189-208, at p. 197. CIL II 2703 (with R. Syme, A govemor of Tarraconensis, 
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strate loyalty to the emperor, and were presumably reported either to him or to the governor by 
civic embassies offering congratulations on his survival. 

Might the fall of the younger M. Lepidus have led to the erasure of our inscription? It is 
probably the name of Gaetulicus (his possible co-conspirator) that has been excised from an 
inscription from Vindonissa, which might lend slight support to the idea24. Against this pro
position is the simple fact that he is not the honorand, who (if the arguments made above are 
sound) should be identified as his father. Surely the Ephesians, who must be assumed respon
sible for the erasure, would not obliterate a father's name for his son's crüne. Yet it will have 
been difficult for them to distinguish the two. The eider Lepidus was not their patron, after all, 
but the patron of Myra, and the names of father and son were identical. Even under better 
circumstances homonyms presented difficulties: by a similar mistake the name of M. Antonius 
(cos. 97) was erased when he was confused with his grandson, the triumvir25 . In Ephesus' 
case, it would have been alrnost impossible to differentiate the two. Consequenlly, the erasure 
of lhe honorand's name is nOl a bar to identifying him as the consul of AD 6. If anything, it 
supports the identification, if the erasure was in fact deli berate. It should be noted, however, 
that it is possible that this was nol the case. The photograph of the inscription shows two 
holes beneath line 3 which show that thc stone was used in another context. The damage done 
to line 3 may be the result 01' this same process26. 

In conclusion, the patron 01' Myra should probably be identified as M. Aemilius Lepidus 
(cos. AD 6). The evidence, though circumstantial, is cumulative. This man's name is one of 
only a few that is consistent wilh the letters still visible in line 3 of the inscription. He is one 
of a handful of Roman senators who governed Asia for a triennium or longer27 , which would 
explain how Myra came to honour him three times. His homonymous son' s execution would 
account for the erasure of his name on the inscription. Finally, it is also significant that al
lhough senntoria l patrons of Greek ciUcs had become increasingly rare after the reign C)f Augu
stus, Lcpidus is also attested as palron of Cos28. Individually none of these considerations 
could be dccisive. Taken together, however, [hey provide a good case for identifying M. 
Aemilius Lepidus (ws. AD 6) as the patron whom Myra honoured for a third time in Ephesus. 

Depl. of Classics, 
McMasler Univ. 
Humilton, Ontario, 
Canada, L8S 4M2 
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