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ROGER S. BAGNALL - KLAAS A. WORP 

spp XX 74: The Last Preserved Bank-Diagraphe 
(Tafel 1) 

The text of this bank-diagraphe for the purchase of land (= P.Vindob. G 2073), described by 
earl Wessely as "fragmenta duo mutila", has never received any specific attention, although it 
is a document of some significance, described by Hans Julius Wolff as "die letzte erhaltene 
selbständige Diagraphe"l. As no new fragments have been found to add to the papyrus, it is in 
many ways still intractable, but we believe that significant progress can be made in correcting 
some misreadings by Wessely, restoring some of the lacunas, and establishing the overall 
shape of the document, thanks in large part to published parallels2. 

I. The Papyrus 

The two surviving strips are about 4.1 (lcfl) and 5.5 (right) cm wide, and about 16.5 cm 
tall. The Jeft strip contains about 15 letters in the upper part (Iines 1-6), about 14 in Iines 7-9 
01' thc lower, where the hand is somewhat larger; l'urther down the number of letters preserved 
per line becomes irregular becausc of various mutilations. To its left appear to have been lost 
about 30 letters at the top and from line 7 onwards 25 or so in the lower part. The loss at top 
is securely cstablished by the regnal formula in line 1. As we assume the papyrus was broken 
along original fold lines, it becomes likely that two folds aboutthe width 01' the le1't-hand strip 
have been lost to its left. 

Between the two surviving strips is a lacuna of about 20-22 letters in the upper part; in 
the lower, 1'rom line 10 onwards, the left and right sides are both irregularly preserved, making 
a comparable estimate difficult, but it should be roughly in line. The right-hand strip contains 
some 21-25 letters in the upper part (lines 1-6), 17-19 below in lines 7-9. It seems probable, 
therefore , that one strip cl.ose in size to the right-hand one stood between the two surviving 
ones, containing the laeuna between them. Finally, at right the gap is nowhere definable with 
complete certainty. Wessely's limitcd restOl'ations suppose a gap of about 20-25 letters, and 
somc 01' the document can be restored on that hypothesis. But in a number of places, discussed 
in the linc notes, there is no possibility of accomlllodating the usual fonnulas in that size la
cuna. Moreover, the fact that the missing middle panel seelllS to have been the same size as the 
right-hand one may point to the le!'t edge of the right-hand panel as the mid-point of the origi
nal text, where i~ received its first fold. In this case, we should suppose three missing panels , 
each with ab0ut 4-4.5 cm, to the right of the right-hand panel. 

In all, thcll, it seems most probable that lhe original document was folded up into eight 
panels. folding first in the middle and then twice more, and that only two ofthese, the third and 
fifth , survive. The total wiclth would have been perhaps ahollt 35-40 cm, or suhstantially less 
than the 59 CIll width of P.Lips. 3 (recdil~"ci as M. ChI'. J7~) -- but this, to be sure, has two co-

1 DCIS Recht der griechischen Papyri Ägyptens 1I: Organisation und KOlltrolle des privaten 
Rechtsverkehrs, Mllnich 1978, lOS n. 112. We thank H. Harrauer for an excellent photograph o[ the 
papyrus. 

2 We have listed in the apparatus only divergences from Wessely' s ("W H
) readings, not from his 

restorations or lack thereot'. 
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lumns (cf. its introduction, p, 5), It is impossible to say in the present state of the papyrus 
fragments whether there was further text below what survives, The height of P.Lips, 3 was 
24 cm, and it contains elements not present in the Vienna papyrus as it stands; these are dis
cussed in the next section, 

Two final uncertainties remain, First, at several points in the notes the reader will observe 
that the paralleis suggest restorations at the ends of lines longer than even our wider, 8-panel 
restoration allows, This is particularly true from lines 12 to 19 (but cf. also 5-6), There is, 
therefore, an obvious temptation to imagine a still wider original. Probably the strongest ar
gument against this possibility is the restoration of lines 7-8, together with the fact that the 
amount by which the restorations suggested by paralleis for lines 12-19 exceed the space avai
lable is not even approximately constant, ranging from roughly 20 to 100 characters. And no 
two of the paralleis run quite the same throughout. But we remain conscious that the possibi
lity of a wider line still remains open, 

Second, it is also conceivable that instead of being folded the papyrus was rolled up from 
left to right, then at some point flattened, The outcome of such a procedure would differ from 
folding mainly in that the pattern of sizes would probably be one of straightforward increase 
from left to right and that the number of panels might be odd rather than even. 

2. The Bank-Diagraphe 

A thorough description of the diagraphe is given by Wolff (above, n, 1) 95-105, Our pa
pyrus is an example of the "selbständigen" variety3, which documents along with the payment 
through the bank its basis and consequences, i. e., in this ca se the sale of property and perhaps, 
below or in a second column to the right of what is now preserved, a notice of the transaction 
to the ßtßAtoCPUAUKE<; E'Y1('tTJcrEffiv (as in P.Lips. 3). By contrast, some other diagraphai 
("unselbständigen") simply refer tc other documents relevant to the payment. The oldest ex
ample surviving of the independent diagraphe go back to the time of Domitian and Trajan, but 
it disappears early in the Arsinoite, never appears in the Oxyrhynchite, and, after a late start 
(179), continucs until the late lhirJ century at Hcrmopolis and Antinoopolis; our texl, a, nOlcd 
already, is Ihc la t known example4, W()lfr argues Ihal thc divergenl practices of Ihc variou 
nomes are difficult to reconcile with any notion thai Ihis melhod of documcntalion was ol'fici
ally required at any time, 

The form of the Herrnopolite third-century Jiagraphe can be seen from the paralleis, of 
which P,Lips. 3 is a good example. The first part is the diagraphe itself, which contains the 
following elements: Date, diagraphe through the bank in (Hermopolis). The purchaser (full de
scription), to the seiler (fuH description), who has sold (her) the property, for a price which the 
seller has received herewith in accord with this diagraphe; there follow c1auses about control and 
enjoyment of the property, the stipulation (cf. note to lines 5-6 below), and the banker's signa
ture. The second part is a summary of the sale: The seiler (full description) E1tT1KOAou81lKu 
this diagraphe and nbtpUKu tc the buyer (full descr;ption) the property (full description), and 
has received herewith the price from the buyer a-::coniing to this diagraphe; there follow clauses 
about the buyer's fights, lack of fecourse, penalties, validity, and the stipulation, then a date. 

3 Wolff (ahove, n. 1) 96 TI. 71 points out that the distinction, entirely one of modern scho
larship, goes baek to Gradenwitz; the papyri themselvc~ do not dlslinguish IW types. 

4 WollT (above, n. I) 101 n. 91 lists a suppa cd twclvc Hermopolitc exnmplcs known to him. 
One is a duplieate, however, and his lists ineludes n~ misprint or a number. Thc correet list is as 1'01-
lows: P.Flor. I 28 (partly repr. as M.ehr. 238), P.Ciss 32, P.Ryl. Il 176, P.Flor. m 380 = SB I 
4298, P.Lolld. III 932 (p. 148), P.Lond. IH 1158 (p. 151) = M.ehr. 256, P.Lond. 1II 1298 (p. 152), 
P. Villdob. Bosw. 6, P.Lips. 3 = M.ehr. 172, P.Ryl. 11 165, and SPP XX 74. 
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After this come the seiler' s signature and the purchaser' s (the latter here lost). Where, as in 
P.Lips. 3 and the present text, one or both parties are women, there may be separate signatures 
for males accompanying them, even if they are free of a tutor because of the ius trium Li
berorum. 

The high degree of abbreviation in the surviving examples of diagraphai, particularly those 
which, like this, are connected with sales, and the damaged condition of most surviving ex
amples, make detailed restoration difficult, particularly where we do not know how much ab
breviation was used by our scribe; he in fact does not appear to abbreviate very much, and we 
have not assumed abbrevi:ltions except where they could bCJ documented. Previous editors of 
diagraphai have mistaken some key elements cf the gramnJalical structure o[ these texts; these 
are discussed in notes to lines 3 and 5. 

3. Text 

["E'touS a A1noKpa'topos KalO'apos MapKou] KA.auölou TaKl'tOU EUO'Eß[OUS Eu'tuxouS 
LEßaO''tou I1au]vt K8-. dtaypa<p~ Öt(a) 'tllS EV 'Ep[llou 1tOA.Et - - 'tpa1tE~llS. vacat] 

2 [Aup(llA.la) a ~ Kat 'ApllEvla 'EP/llvou (7) 'tOu] Kat dtÖUllallllffivos äp[~(av'tos) -
18 - A~pi~A.i~) Kop]vllA.i~ 'EplllvOU 'tOu Kat MEA.aVOS 'Y~[voIlEVOU - 38 - ] 

3 - 5 - uvaypacpollEVn E1tt 'tou au'tou (7) UIl]cpoöoU 1tE1tpaKU1n au'tn ['ta ll1tapxovm 
au'tn 1tEpt MayöroAa] ~OUKOA.ffiV EK 'tOU dWKA.E0'l![S KA.TjpOU - 39 - ] 

4 - - 29 - - u ]öpOÖOXElCP Kat AaKKo[1s - 10 - Kat opyavcp u ]öpav'tA.llnKep Kat 
1tffillapims Kat 'tn . [ 

5 - 5 - nll~v uPyuPlou ÖpU.X~rov -a]KtO'Xtl~_i(l)v - - ä K[al au'to8t U1tEcrXEV 
1tapa 'r]llS wVOUp(EV11<;) Ka't<X 't~~8z T~V ÖtayplaljJ~v Kat dvat 1tEpt au't~v 't~V 
WVOUI1(EVTjV) Kat 'tO'Dc.; trap' aU'r~s] 

6 ['t~v 'to{nffi\, KUptEiav Kat Kpa'tT]Otv Ka8ffis y]{yp(ar:'t(Xl). (2. H.) Aupry~(toS) '10'1-
~[ffipOS 'tpa1td;:itllS crEcrll]/..l(Elffi/lat). 

ca. 1.2 cm blank 

7 (3. H.) [AuPllA.ia KopvllA.la 'Ep/llvou 'tOu Kat M]EA.aVOS YEVO/lEV[OU - 13 - 'Epll]oU 
1tOA.EffiS 'tllS IlEyaAllS [uPxalas Kat A.all1tpas Kat O'EIlVOtatllS XPllllatl~ouO'a] 

8 [XffiplS Kupiou tEKVffiV ÖtKaicp Kata] ~OUS vOIlOUS O'UVEO't[ro'tOS 11m tou UÖEA.cpO]U 1l0U 
AUPllA.10U 'EpIlOcpiA.[ou E1tllKoA.ou81lKa tnÖE tn ötaypacpn Kat 1tE1tpaKa U1tO tou] 

9 [vuv ETCt tov ud xpovov AUP(l1Al~) ...... ]. ~ tn Kat 'AP/lEVi~ ['Ep/llvou ( 'I) 'Epllo-
1tOA.l'tO]u Eu81lvtapxTjcr(tvtoS [tfis '"cq.mpoTaTllS 1tOA.EffiS trov 'AA.E~(av8pEffiv) 

crUj.l1tapov'tos autnJ 
10 [- - 27 - - ] äpsavtos 'AAE~[mlöpcias ',0 u1tapxo]v 1101 m:p1. Mu.yöwA.a BOU[KOJ,ffiV 

- - 40 - - 1 
11 [- - 27 - - ]JlEVOV OD\' 'tOls Evolucrl - 13 - lcu]llll EV autep KaA.a/ll~ ou[ - - -

- 45 - - - ] 

12 - - 22 - - 1tEptcr J'tEPEroVt Ka t ~~<!K[ Tj /lan !Ca t tOlS O'UYKU] e<? [Uo]t 1taO't, Ö 
1tapaÖ[wcr(U - - 42 - - ] 

13 [- - 24 - - OlK]01t(EÖ-) dll/llltplas cl>A.a[ - 15 - t~V öe 1tpOS] UA.ATjA.as O'UV-
1tECPffiVll[/lEVllV n/l~V upyupiou ÖpaX/lUS .... aKtcrX1A.las auto8t U1tEOXOV] 
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14 [1tupa t11e; WVOul1(Evlle;) KUt dvat t1,v 't]0v 1te1tPUI1EVffi[V - 14 - Kuptdav KUH 
Kpat[l1<Jl]v 1tEpt 't"v ü?[vOUI1EVllV, XPffiI1EVOUe; KUt OiKOV0I10Uv'tae; 1tEpt UU't(llV 
KUS'] 

15 [öv Eav aiprovtut 'tP01tOV, KUP1ttSOI1]EVOUe; KUt a1tOepE[POI1EVOUe; 'ta E~ uu'trov KUt' 
EWe; YE]':'~l1u'tU KUt 1tEptEcr[OI1EVU, 1tav'tffiv ÖE 'trov ÖllllOcr{ffiV KUt E1ttl1eptcrl1WV 
'trov I1Ev] 

16 [EI11tpocrSEv XPOVffiV I1EXPt wu ÖtEA(8ovto<;) e;S// (E'tOUe;) Ö]V'tffiV 1tpOe; EilE 't[1,v 1tE-
1tpaKuiuv, trov ÖE a1tO tou EVecr]trotoe; aS// ÖV'tffi[V 1tpOe; crE t1,v WVOUI1EVllV, 't11e; 
ßEßUtwcrEffie; öta 1tUv'toe; 1tpOe; 1tacruv ßEßU{fficrtV E~uKoAouSoucrlle; 110t 't11 1tffi
AoUcrn] 

17 [KUtl1" E1teAEUcrEcrSat E1tt crE 't1,v w]voul1Evllv I111Ö' [E1tt 'toue; 7rapa aou 7rEpt I111Öevoe; 
't11cr ]ÖE 't11e; 1tpacrEffie; 'tp[ 01t<p I111ÖEVt, Eav 8E E1tEASffi 11 11" ßEßatro, t\ 't' Eep080e; 
a,KUpOe; Ecrtffi KUt 1tpocru1t01:icrffi 't11 WVOUI1EVn 'ta 'tE ßAaßll KUt] 

18 [8u1tuv~J.lu'tu KUt E1tt'tiJ.loU we; t8tov] XpEOe; 8t1tA11v 't1,v ['ttl111V KUt Eie; 'to Ölll10crwv 
't1,v tcrllV K]Ut 1111~~[V ~acrov "h 1tpa<Jl<; Kupia, KUt E7rEpffi('tllSE1aa) wl1oA(oY11au). 
(E'tOU<;) U AuwKpa('topo<;) Kuicr(upoe;) MapKou KAuu8iou 

19 [TaKi'tou EucrEß(OUe;) E'.l'tuX(ou<;) LEß(Ucr'tou) Month] ß ~ (4. H.) A(uPllAia) Kopv[l1Aiu 
'EpJ.llvOU tou Kat MEAav]o<; 1tE1t[pUKU KUt a1tEaXOV 'tl,v 'tt111,V KUt ßeßUtWaffi w<; 
1tPOKEt'taL] 

20 [AUp(~AWe;) 'EwOeptAOe; - 15 - ]u crul17raptl1[t KUt EYPa\jfU U1tEP uu't11<; ypa l1l1u'tu 111, 
Ei8ulryS ?] 

31t€1tPC/.Kutr] pap. 5 tJij~ WVOU)l t€V~~)' l)(H.oVOU'· W. 6 'iO"lI) pap.; AUp(T]Ä(a ) '10"1(1) W. 11 KaIcC/.)ld«( 
12 ßoocrtC/.cricp KC/.I W.; Ö tX ä 14 KPCltt[Ej'iV W. 15 ßOcrJK~)lC/.ta KC/.11tEptcrTl epix~ W. 20 U crU)l 1tC/.0"I )l[ W., 
I. crU)l1tapEt)ll . 

4. Translation 

"Year 1 of Imperator Caesar Marcus Claudius Tacitus Pius Felix Augustus, Pauni 29. 
Payment through the (lessees' ?) bank in Hermopolis. Aurelia ---a alias Armenia, daughter of 
Herminos 0) alias Didymammon, former magistrate of (Alexandria? Hermopolis?), (registered 
in the - - - amphodon?), to Aurelia Cornelia daughter of Herminos alias Melas, former ... (of 
the same city? of Hermopolis?), registered in the same (?) amphodon, who has sold her the 
propeny bel on ging to her al Magdola Boukolon, frOIll thc kleros of Diokle ... including a re
servoir and eisterns ... and walcr-lining machine ... and orchard ... the pricc of n thous:tnd of 
silver drachmas whir.:h she has received herewilh frOI11 Ihe purchaser in accordance with this dia
graphe ... as has been written. (2. H.) 1, Aurelius Isidoros, banker, have signed. 

(3. H.) I, Aurelia Corneliu daughtcr of Henninos alias Melas, former ... of Hermopolis thc 
grcat, ancient and brilliam und most reverend, :lcting witllOut a guardian U) the ius rriu/1/ li
berorunJ in accordance with the laws, with my brot her ('!) Aurelius Hermophilus present with 
Ille, have asscnted Lo this diagraphe and have sold from now for a1l time to - - -a alias Armenia, 
daughLer of Herminos (?), Hermopolite, former wtheniarch of the most brilliant city of the 
Alexandrians, with her ... former magistrate of Alexandria, present with her, the .... belonging 
to me at Magdola Boukolon ... with the included ... and the reed plantation in it .. , dovecote 
and pastureland and a11 appurtenances, which I shall hand over ... the neighbours being ... 
house lot(s) of Demetria FI- - -, the price mutually agreed upon I have received herewith from 
the purchaser, and the purchaser of the sold (property) is to have the ownership and control of 
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the sold property, using and rnanaging thern in whatever manner they choose, harvesting and 
appropriating the crops and produce each year, the taxes up to the past 6th year being the re
sponsibility of rne the seiler, those from the present first year being the responsibility of you 
the purchaser; the guarantee in every respect for every guarantee pertaining to rne the seiler, and 
I shall not proceed against you the purchaser or YOUf representatives on account of any matter 
concerning this sale in any way, (otherwise I shall pay the darnages) and as penalty, as private 
obligation twice the price, and to the treasury an equal arnount, and the sale shall nonetheless 
remain authoritative, and having been asked the question I agreed. (Date) 2nd. (4. H.) I, Aurelia 
Cornelia daughter of Herminos alias Melas, have sold and have received the price and shall 
guarantee as aforesaid. I, Aurelius Hermophilos ... , arn present with her and have written on her 
behalf because she is illiterate". 

5. Notes 

I . At the start, (ETOu<;) Itponou is also possible. Perhaps one or more of the epithets of Herrno
polis eould be restored in the laeuna at right, where there i, ro m for m re leu rs. Jt would be 
possible to restoTe 1n 1.lI:yaAn KC.:t aellvO'l'(l'tn Kill A,apItpo''C(hn, er. N. Litinas APF 41 ( 1995) 
66-84 at 81-82. But P.Lips. 3 is restored without epithets at this point and lhey are similarly 
laeking in P. Vindob. Bosw. 6. Astronger possibility is that the bank had some deseriptor, most 
likely I-lIcr8wcoov as in M.Chr. 256, P. Vindob. Bosw. 6, P.Lond. III 932 and 1298, and SB XVI 
12242. Astate bank at Hermopolis was so deseribed between 211 and 279/280, cf. R. Bogaert, 
Trapezitica Aegyptiaca (Pap.Flor. 25, 1994) 87 (= Studi in onore di Cesare Sanjilippo III, Milan 
1983, 53). But lhis may not be the only possibility; Bogaert (92-93) shows that private banks did 
exist in Hermopolis. He eites no instanees after 219, however, and it is preeisely in the doeumen
tat ion after that date that the leased bank is eonsistently found. The uneertainty leads us to omit the 
restoration from the text. The date given here is 23 June 276. 

2. The missing patronymie may be ·Ep).t1vo\J if the father is the Herminos alias Didymammon 
mentioned in SPP XX 66.16 (Gallienus); it is an uneommon name, but other evidence for the identifi
cation is 1acking. The seller's 'name ended in iota or rho and is partly preserved in 9, but there does 
not appear to be any means of n!covering it (Isidora, Ammonia, and similar names seem required by 
the fairly brief space). If, as appears necessary, the city 01' whieh he was former magistrate is men
tioned in the middle lacuna, [he space is extremely tight for a full uvaypaq>ollEVTl phrase here, even 
lhough there are signs of one in line 3 for [be seller. (Thc ward order there, will! «1.l(poO \l las t in the 
identifieation, points to fltl "COu autou u).tq>60ou; otherwi se thc name of the amphodon should fol 
low that ward.) This suggests a high degree of eomprcssion. Thc father was, if ollr underst anding 01' 
line 9 is correet, a Hermopolite who had held offke as eutheniarch in Alexandria. It seems most li
kely that such a man had also held office in his ho me city. Wc cOllfd restore here. then. either 
'AAes(avopeia<;) or 'Ep).tou 1t(6Ae(J)~), followed by avayp(aCj)oj.lEv11l €1t' «~up(6()o\l) nOA.(EW<;) 
A.Iß(6~). illt hollg h evcll thi s is a bit long for lhe space (plirticularly il Ihe city Illcntioncd was Hcrmo
poli. ) . r. for lieh abbreviation M.Ch,.. 256, Jt(:iA (t:(J)~) <X1tllA.(lC.OtoU). 

3. Depending on the degrec 01' abbrcvialion 01' each el'ment, it is likcly that Herminos alias 
Mehl ' tille cnded with either ·EPJ.LO\lltOAECtlt; or "Cii~ c(')'[~t; 1t0AECO<;, depending on wh at was written 
in line 2. [n Iir.e 7 the probable size of the lacuna would allow either for full writing of a single tille 
like YUllvacrlap~uu or for abbre\'iated forms of ('NCI offices. The spaee seerns too much for a simple 
ßOUAeU"COU. 

lte1tpaKUln aU1n is clear hert ; it i.lgrees witl': ,he name of the seiler in the Dative. The universal 
belief of editors of parallel texts, however, is different. In P.Liji.l'. 3.3 the p~ltinent passage was re
stored as 1tEltpa[K(eVat) ajUtn; in lhe reedition 1S M.Chr. 172 lhis was altned to 1te1tpa[K(EVat) 
ECX]UTn without comment. Simillirly in P.l.ulld. III 115 .2 (p. 151 ) IVC get abbrevialcd ltE1tpaK( ) 
nut( ), resolved by Mitteis (M.Ch,.. 256) as rCI.:1tpaK(eVat) aU·r(ov). (P.Loml. [lI 1298.2 . p. 152, 
has the ide:ltical abbreviations). In P. \tinno/;. lios\\'. 6.4. JTEJTpa.]K(eVal) (XutCou<;J is rcsLOred. Thc 
infiniti ve nas also been restored iil P. Nyl. Il 165.14 (phrase ~nri[ely lost); the passage is lost in 
P.Flor. III 380.2 = SB 1 4298. Where translations are supplied, editors appear to assume that a verb 
of declaring is omitted, but this would be very odd, beeause the subjeet is the buyer, not the seiler. 
One would expect that the seiler would have to declare that she had sold, not the buyer that the seiler 
had sold. The correct resolution established by the Vienna papyrus shows that the understood verb of 
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the diagraphe is one of paying, and that the property is the direct object of a participle dependent on 
the seiler as recipient of the payment. All other texts cited above must be corrected accordingly. 

The kleros of Diokles is listed from this papyrus in M. Drew-Bear, Le norne Herl/lopolite, 
Missoula 1979, 92. A homonym at Moirai (Drew-Bear, loc. eil.) is referred to as the kleros of Diony
sios and Diokles in two Leipzig papyri, and both times as 1:0U ßtOvucrlou Kat ßIOKAEOU<; KAT]pooV, 
the singular article disagreeing with the plural noun. It is just possible that something similar hap
pened here and that a second name was mentioned. 

4-5. One might restore here 1:l,v cru~ltEq>ooVll~EVllV or 11,V ltpo<; aAA~Aa<; cru~ltEq>ooVll~EVllV 
comparing line 13, but we do not know how much space remains for such an optional restoration af
ter the description of the property. 

5. The paralleis are uniformly restored or resolved with n~fl<;, based on the editors' assumption 
that the structure was one of "NN declarcs that she has sold to NN property for a price of X." Now that 
this is seen (above, note to line 3) to be incorrect , it follows that 1:I~T]v is more plausihly the direct 
object of the understood verb of paying. Whether the scribe actually wrote the accusative here, how
ever, we cannot be certain. It is likely that a fcw letters stood before n~~v, and that only four more 
letters were used for the beginning of the number of drachmas (4000-9000 are possible, but 6000 
and higher are likely to have been given in laIents plus drachmas ; thus only 1:E1:p- and ltEV1:- are li
kely), but the precise numbers of letters in each place cannot be determined. 

5-6. The paralleIs here are typically fuller, wilh a phrase like Xpoo~EVOU<; Ka! OiKOVO~ouv'ta<; 
ltEP! a1nwv KaS' OV EUv al pwv'ta I 1P0ltOV Elt! 1:0V altav'ta Xpovov ... Ka! Eltll poo1:llSEV1E<; 
ro~oAo'Yllcrav. There is usually, however, a considerable degree 01' abbreviation. We cannot esta
blish exactly what abbreviations have been used here, if any, and exactly what has been left out; 
what we print here, exempli gratia, represents a kind of minimum. The paralleis (above, n . 4), how
ever, do require the lext before the banker's signature to end with Ka! EltEpoo(1:llSE'icra) ro~OA(oYllcra) 
(with whatever degree of abbreviation), but the remains do not resembie that. 

6. Wessely read the signature as Aup(llAia) 'rcrl[O, supposing this to be the signature 01' the 
purchaser, but all paralleis have the banker's signature here (cf. the list in note 4 above). It is possi
ble that 1palt(ESlnl<;) was, instead of being wriltcn in full, abbreviated and accompanied by another 
title, e. g., ßOUA(EU1:T]<;). 

7. Abbreviation of AUPllAla here is possible. See the note to line 3 on the titles of Cornelia's 
lather. Tbc restoratioll 01' the end of the line is rather shon without another epithet in the lacuna here, 
bm its presence is not certüin and it could have been abbreviated. For the titles of Hermopolis as re
stored here see P. Villdob. Bosw. 6.8 . 

7-8. For XooP!<; Kupiou XPll~atiSoucra cf. most recently P Mich. XV 719.5-6n. 
8. aOEAq>ou is just a shnde short for the space, but the other possibilities for relationships here 

(U\OU, SEiou, UlooVOU) are even shorter. Marie Drew-Bear (Le nome Hermopolite 159, cited in BL 
8.465 with an erroneous reference to SPP 1lI, p. 33) has suggested that this Hermophi1os could be the 
fatIJer of Aur. Pasion son of Hermophilos, Y[Eoop]yWV EV KW~n [MayowAa] BOUKOAOOV in SPP II, 
p. 33 (as restored by Drew-Bear). This seems most unlikely, for the Hermophilos in the present docu
ment is certainly a metropolitan, not a cultivator (YEooPYWV could not refer to a landowner) in a 
village. 

8-9. The restoration at the end of line 8 and the beginning of line 9 is virtually guaranteed by 
the paralleIs (especially P.Lips. 3 and P. Vindob. Bosw. 6). 

9. For the restoration 01' the middle lacuna see SB X 10289.2-3. Some difficult questions remain. 
The father's nnme is known from line 2 to have been a name of perhaps 8 characters (possibly 
'Ep~(vou, cf. note ad loc.) plus the alias Didymammon, yiclding 3. 25-character patronymic for 
which the lacuna is already too 5mal!. The upsilon after the lacun~. lTloreover, cannot be the ending 
of this patronymic. Jt has no abbreviation mark and is not raised; tlh~rc is thus no reason 10 think it 
is part of an abbreviated word Ce.g., y<:yu(~vacr\IXPX1lK01:O<;)j. Jt mUbt then be t!le ending of a geni
tive; ßOUAEU'tolu yieid~ a highly improbab1e cquence of titles (er F. Preisigke, Srildrisches Bewll
tel/ll 'eSeIl im römischei: ÄgYINen, Halle 1903, 331T. Jnd P. Jougucl, La vie illunicil'ule dalls l'Egypte 
Romaine, Paris 1911, 292ff.), and 1he use of the aorist participial form for eutheniar::h excludes rc
storing YEVO~EVOJU. But 'EP~OltO/,i1:OJu, supported by the par::lllel, do.:s make the constraints on 
the restoration of names very tight. The most likely solution is that which we have adoptcd, that thc 
alias was omitted entirely. Some of what is restored in the lacuna at the end of this line could have 
been in line 10 instead. 

11-12. Perhaps restore E~llP1:IcrhlEvoV or something similar. It is clear that we are dealing here 
with a weil developed country property with ample facilities, passing frorn one member of the elite 
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10 another, but it does not appeaT possible to restoTe the detailed description. Some of it appears in 
IIne 4 and was perhaps repeated heTe. The price, certainly not less than 4000 dTachmas, is very sub
slantial. The comparable documents show prices ranging fTom 300 (M. ehr. 256) to 1600 (P. Ryl. II 
165), but we do not always know the size of the parcels. 

12-13. At the end of the preceding line, we are evidently at the start of the clause undertaking to 
hand over the propcrty meosurcd and unburd ned, fallnd in P.Ryl. 11 165. 16 and P. Vindob. ßosw. 
6.12. We need Ihen 10 res lore somelhing like netpa.ö[cocreö Kilt' Ct'YPov (T1topiJ.la.c; nMpE1C; tiil t1<; 
KatOlldet<; 01Kal(1) crX01Vl'!) Ka9cxp<xc; cXno ßacnAIKiic; Kill navtoe; doo\><; cmA<l)e;, OOV 'YEltoVee;-. 
This, withoul any de riplion of Ihe ncighbour ,run aboul 100 lellers, where we appcar 10 have 
only 66 leller 01' space Cor il. Wc do not know what abbrevialion of Ihe phrasco logy 10 suggesl. AI 
Ihis point. Ihen, wc are apparently .into Ihe de criplion of Ihe neighbouring propcrtics. The omi ron 
at Ihe lan r line 13 is followed by astrake Iikc a round righl bracket. uggesling Ihal Ihe w rd was 
abbr viated u/'ter pi. This sllgge IS lhe re lorallon given. We may Ihcll uggest Ihnt ÄTHlntpla 
(])Aa[- was Ihe owner f Ih oil<olteöov (or oiKOneOa) in queslion. c,tIAa[- may more likely be Ihe 
beginlling fa cognomen thall of a pmronymit;. 

13-14. The paral lel would uggcsl al 1111 point adding (yivov'tat) (Op.) - - after the price, and 
Kcmx 'tT,vöe tnV ol<xypatpilv after WVO\l~II!Vl1V, für neither of which Ihere appears to be room. Na
tural1y omc mall varialion in wording and abbreviation is possible, and in particular it is possible 
tha\. sharp abbreviation here cou!<J have allowed Ihe FuU pbr3sing. 

14. 111 Ihe middlc la una. pcrhaps eile; ItPOKEl'tetl apoupwv, as in P.Flor. III 380.14; it is, how
ever, a bit 100 long. so probably abbreviatc ItpOK(Eltat). 

14-1 . The standard phrasing here includcs ano 'tou vuv Eltt 'tov ä,navta Xpovov, for which 
no space is available. The paralleis do not abbreviate any 01' Ihi phra eology. 

15. The re. lor<lion herc depend on P.Flor. III 3 0.5. 14-[5. 
15-16. The restoration is a slightly shortene:d version of P.Vindob. /1osw. 6.15, omitting Kat 

au'to'U e; (etO\l<;); Ihc pre ise wording is e:wllpli grarin. but Ihe pace d c not al10w anylhing full er 
and evcn whal is printcd her may have I een slighlJy abbreviatcd. 

16- 17. ThL appears 10 be the only place where Ihe gllar31l1ee clau e can have . LOod in Lhe salc, 
bUI as gi yen here it is 30 charaetcrs too long for Ihe spacc, evcn Ihough il is omewhal shortened 
from what is given in the paralleis. Clearly some J'urther abbrevialion muS! hav been made, bUI wc 
cannot tell what. 

17- 18. 11 re one ned. somelhing like PDps. 3.13- 14: i<xv OE En[ t1X.Bro 1\ ~I~ ß[eßcoJiil, ii 
['t' i1JCj)[ oooe;1 äK\lPOC; ECJtcö [K<XI npocrcmotiO'!I) i\ 0 (llttp . ~Io\i 'ltEAE'\) ]O'OJ.lEVOC; 'tn WVOU~ll~Vn 1\ 
[tOl<; nup' ctuti1c;] t6: 't ßLA.Jciß'l Kai oaltllv~~ata K<Xt enlti~LO\I KtA. BUI even a ' hortened hefe 
this runs 10 83 characters, aimosl double Ihe avai lable space. We l:annot teU what further abbrevia
tion 01' shortening was used. 

18-19. Restoring the regnal formula here requires a fair amount of abbTeviation, but the paraI
leIs all have the titulature here and its omission is very unlikely. 

Roger S. Bagnall 
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Columbia University 
New York, NY 10027 
U.S.A. 

Klaas A. Worp 
Archaeologisch-historisch Instituut 

University of Amsterdam 
Gude Turfmarkt 129 
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5 In P.Ryl. II 165.15, the editor has restured TmpaoW[crEl, third person; where it actuully sur
vives, in P. Vindob. Bosw. 6, however, it is fir~t pt:rson. 
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