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J . DAVID THOMAS 

1) Epistrategoi in P.Rainer Cent. 68 - 2) A Note on CPR XVIIA 16 

I) Epistrategoi in P.Rainer Cent. 68 

P.Rainer Cent. 68 , which was edited by Dr John Rea, is a republication, with additional 
fragments, of CPR V 5 (also edited by Rea). It is a very interesting, indeed unique, text, which 
concerns the appointment of guarantors for the payment of a surety (repocrtlJ.lov) in cases of 
appeal against nomination to municipal offices. A sizable fragment discovered since the 
publication of CPR V 5 contains new information on fines 20ff. The passage which I wish to 
consider in this note consists of lines 16-24: 

16 'AreoAAwvlO~ 0 KaI. 'Icriöwpo~ ~töUJ.ll1~ 'AreoAAwvlou 'Avtlvoeü?~ [± 12 

17 '!crtöwpou "WU KaI. Xaptcrlou KaI. 'AnoAAwviou AOUKiou 6voJ.lacred~ ........ [ .... . 

18 Kpattm:n ßOUAD ti1~ A uKoreoAEltWV n6AEw~ EKKaAEcrUJ.lEVO~ napecrXEv tOU npocrti/.lOU 

19 [EV (bp.)] 'BPKE EY[Y],,?1):a~ ' EpJ..liav tov Kat <l>tAavtivoov 'AnoAAwvl[ ± 22 
20 Ao .... [.l~ uJ..lqJotepou~ 'Avtlvoea~. npo~ öE Thv a .. [ ± 22 
21 tWV tep a (EtE1) uno toU Kpattcrtou TEipwvo~ 0 'AnoAA0~~[0~ ± 6 tOt~ Erel. t~v unai-
22 tllcrtv ureocrtaAElcrt avttypaqJov un?J.:Lv~J.lato~ .[ ± 25 

23 E1t1crtpatlnou Erel. tOU ty (E-rou~) MccroP111 avareEJ.ln[ ± 25 

24 KiJ.lwv EreLtpOn~~ crKE\VUJ..lEVO~ d7t~[v ± 35 ' . 

In the introduction to P.Rainer Cent. 68 Rea puls forward three hypotheses with regard to 
this text which, when taken together, appear to pose a problem. He proposes (1) that Kimon 
who is mentioned in line 24 is the epistrategos who is referred Lo in the previous line; (2) that 
Tiro, the KPUttcrtO~ mentioncd in line 21, is Iikely to bc the man known as epistrategos from 
several texts from Hermopolis dating from lhe reign of Gallienus 1; and (3) that the text is most 
likely to date from c. AD 235 . The problem which these assumptions seem to pose is the 
difficulty of fitting in two new epistrategoi at this period, when we already know of two, if not 
three, epistrategoi functioning in the period AD 232-235 (see below). 

The first ofthe above hypotheses is scarcely open to doubt. In my book on the epistrategos 
I discussed whether epistrategoi were evcr refelTed 10 simply as EreLtpOreot 2. At that time there 
appeared to be no good instance of this occurring, but the new evidence of P.Rainer Cent. 68 
seems, as Rea says (note to lines 20-24), to provide a elear case where it does happen. We can 
hardly doubt that line 24 begins a citation from the minutes of the epistrategos mentioned in 
the previous line, which clcarly shows that Kimon, who is here called an E7titpono~, was in 
fact an epistrategos3. Whether Tiro is an epistrategos is less certain , but seems to be more 

likely than not. 

J SPP V (CPH) 57, 59, 61, 62, and XX 64. 
2 1. D. Thomas, The epistraregos in Prolemaic (md Roman Egypl: ParI 2, Tlze Roman epislralegos 

(Papyrologica Colonicnsia VI) , Opladen 1982, 47-50. Henccforth this work is referred to as Roman 
epislraregos. 

3 Epistrategoi were 01' course Roman procurators and so it is quite correct for them to be described 
as Eni-rpon01; cf. Roman epislralegos, 47-50. In general, howcver, the discussion in these pages of Ihe 
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We may now turn to the date ofthe text. As can be seen from the passage quoted, Kimon's 
activities are attested for Mesore of a year 13, for which the only possibilities are regnal years 
01' Severus Alexander or Gallienus4, and Rea shows reasons why we should accept the former, 
i. e. Kimon was in office as epistrategos in August of AD 234. Tiro's activities belong in a year 
1 which ought to be laler than the year 13 when Kimon was in office, and the most natural 
assumption is that it is the first year of the succeeding reign, tllat of Maximinus; i. e. Tiro was 
in office in AD 234/35. If we compare this wilh the List of epistrategoi given in Roman 
epistrategos, 191, we find the following: 

68 Severus Vibius Aurelianus 
69 Hieracio 
70 Iulius Iulianus 

December 231/January 232 
t. p. q. JanuarylFebruary 234 
14 December 235 

SB V 8312 
P.Flor. 158 
PSI XII 1248 

Even i f we ignore Hieracio, for whom we have only a terminus post quem, it is apparenl that it 
is very difficult to find raom for both Kimon and Tiro in this short space of time. 

There is, however, a way out of this difficulty. The names given above of epistrategoi, nos. 
68-70 in the List, are epistrategoi of the Heptanomia. The entry in P.Rainer Cent. 68 which 
relates to the activities of both Kimon and Tiro is dearly concerned with the Lycopolite norne 
(sec line 18) :md the Lycopolite was not in the Heptanomia but in thc Thebaid . Kimon, 
thercfore, and Tiro too, if he was also an epistrategos, were most probably epistrategoi of the 
Thebaid. The apparent problem thus disappcars and we can add the names of one or perhaps 
two epistrategoi to th():~e known for the Thebnid. This is partku1::trly valuable as wc did not 
hither!o know the nwn · ur any cpi . tratcgos f'rom this region latcr than so n aftcr AD 216/175. 

The removal or this problem, however, does Je-open the qucstion of the date of P.Rainer 
Cent. 68; und the hypothesi~ re[cll'cd to above, thm Tiro in the present text is identical with 
Aurelius Tiro hOWl1 from texts in SPP V, also needs to be reconsidered6. Aurelius Tiro in SPP 
V is allested as r. former epistratf:'gos with aUlhority in Hermopolis and was therefore Hn 
epistrategos of the Heptanomia. 11' aUf Tiro is the same man, he must have been at different 
times epistrategos of the Thebaid <tnd epistrategos of the Heptanomia. This is eertainly 
possible. Tncleccl , a paralJel carl be adcluced for a man who was at different times epistrategos in 
two differellt se 'lions of Egypt7. 

If we aecept this, there is an obvious attraction in assigning year 13 in P.Rainer Cent. 68 to 
the reign of Gallienus. We coulcl suppose that Tim, gtlcr having beeil epistrategos of the 
Heptanomia prior to year 15 e,f Gall i<.:nus (the year wliich is lIIentioned in the texts in SPP V 
cited in n. l), became epistrategos 01' the Thebaid in a year I later than year 13 of Gallienus 
(when Kimon was epistr:ltegos 01' the Thebaid), most probably the first year of GaUienus' 

use of Eltlrpol'os for a,l epjstr~tegüs (e;:[1. p. 4~) needs LO b~ modified in the light of the new evidence of 
P.Rainer Cent. 68. 

4 Thc lext beIoll)!, in lhe third ::enlury, after th~ introdul'rion of the boulai, and the only emperors to 
attain thirteell yeilfs ijJ lhis century were Septimius Severus, Severl!s Alexilnder and Gallienus . We can 
rejeet Septimius Severus becallse 01' [he referenee in tine 28 to IlV~J.lll<; 'AKut.OU (see Rea's comment in 
the introduction). 

5 See nos. 26-27 in the List given in Roman epistrategos, 186-7. There is no real doubt tlJat there 
continued lo be epistrategoi of the Thebaid down to the reign or Diodetian, as the evidence of P.Amh. II 
137 suggests (cf. Roman epistrategos 65f.), but no names are known tür the bulk of the third eentury. 

G Aurelius Tirü is no. 76 in the List ill Romr.n t:!)istrale~os, 191. 
7 Bassus, nos. 16 and 82 in the List in ROI!l{{~l epiSfJ~ategos, 1116 and 192, is known to have been 

epistratcgos of the Thebaid and epistrategos in Lower Egypt in the first half of the second century (ILS 
1112 9506). 
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successor, AD 268-2698. However, Rea acutely noted (see the introduction to P.Rainer Cent. 
68) that in PSI XII 1247.25 there is a reference to talt KpaticrtOll Kl/l[. Since names beginning 
K1Jl- are very unusual in the papyri and this man is a Kpa'tlcrtO~, he suggested that the man 
occurring in PSI 1247 should be identified with the Kimon of P.Rainer Cent. 68. Though PSI 
1247 is undated, it belongs to the papers of the weIl-known strategos Sarapion also called 
ApolIonios, whose career is documented for the period AD 207-238. This led hirn to prefer to 
assign year 13 in P.Rainer Cent. 68 to the reign of Severus Alexander rather than to the reign 
of Gallienus. While obviously not concIusive, this argument seems to me to be a very strong 
one. This makes it most natural to suppose that the year 1 occurring in line 21 is the first year 
of Severus Alexander's successor Maximinus, and that the text dates from this year, AD 234-
5, or soon after. 

A Note on CPR XVIIA 16 

This text was first published by Dr Klaas A. Worp as P.Vindob. Worp 3 and subsequently 
republished by hirn as CPR XVIIA 16, since it forms part of the archive of Aurelios Adelphios. 
It is written in two columns, both in the same hand, and it is certain, as Worp says, that we are 
dealing with copies not original documents9. A photograph is given in P.Vindob. Worp (Tafel 
3). The tops of both columns are lost, but the content of the second column is dear: it is a re­
port by viIlage police officials concerning damage done to crops made in response to a petition 
sent by Adelphios. The first column is more enigmatic since there are several lacunae. Worp 
argues that it is a copy of the instructions from the official to whom the petition was addressed, 
which led to the report of which a copy survives in the second column. This is certainly cor­
rect lO; but the actual wording of these instructions remains somewhat problematical. Worp's 
suggested reading and restoration, which he stresses is only tentative, is as follows 11: 

1 ta [ßtßAi8ta] uno 'A8EA<p[iou 
2 avayvo[VtE~ nOl~cra]'tI:: aKoA.ou8a t[ 
3 tOl~ np?[crtaX8(Elcrt) ~avt]E~ /lf.JlV~1;l[E-
4 VOl tll~ [tou]t?[u f.mJl]~Ada~ toUtEcr'tl\' 
5 ti~ E111 0 ~ryv cr[nopav] cruvKOJllcra1;lE-
6 VO~ ~'tOt tOt~ xop~acrJlacrtv ta K!~Vll 
7 EaUl:ou f.~~<pd~. 

His argument that the subject of the first four Iines is the village police officials has a con­
vincing ring. What is much less easy to accept is his proposal to read np?[crtax8(Elcrl) in line 
3. There is not room for the ward to appear in fuH, as he recognises, but an abbreviation at this 
point is not expected and hard to justify 12. In his note in P.Vindob. Worp (p. 29) he considers 
supplying before this t[ou]ltot~ but rejects this on the grounds that we should then expect the 

8 In his note to lines 20-4 Rea argued that year 13 of P.Rainer Cent. 68 could not belong to the reign 
of GalJienus if we accept the identity of Tiro in this text with the epistrategos of SPP V. This argument is, 
of course, no longer valid if Tiro was epislrategos oYa different section of Egypt in P.Rainer Cent. 68 
from the one he cO!l[rollcd in SPP V. 

9 The subscripfiu at the end of the repoet in thc ~l:cond column (lines 27-8) is cxplicitly described as 
an uV'tlypa<jJov. 

10 The addressee of the petition and the sender of the instlUctions was most probably the strate­
gos/exactor as Worp suggests. The praepositus pagi is another ]JossibiIity. 

11 See p. 44 in CPR XVIIA and cf. pp. 27-8 in P. Vindob. Worp. 
12 Elsewhere in the text the only wo,d to bc abbreviated is npoqElJ.l.l'vo<;) in Jines 27-8. 
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arlicle befot"e 1tpO(J1(.(XeE:t{j~; baI if wc reject repo<Hax8c1crt Ihis argument no Ion ger applies. 
1:o{not<; in fact looks almost inevitable. We do of course need a word preceding to which it can 
rerer. This could we il be rßlß?.i.öla], which Worp reslores in line 1. However, it i not a 
possiblc reading in lhi, linc, What Cun bc rend hcre i 1:a e(1tJtlöo9tvm ~Ot] \)1(.0 'A8u..tpiou13. 

Bcfore Ihis wc probably necd 10 supply ta ßIßA,la or' ta 'ßlßA,iöta in the previous line14, 
unlcss we should simply understand ßtßA,l(ot)a with ta E1tto08EV1:a; in any case the sense 
produccd will be the same 15, 

Al'lcr avayv6[vtE<; a second-person plural imperative makes very goOd sense. Also possi­
ble is a subjunctive, supplying lva in the section lost before 'ta E[rr]t[oo9Evl'U, We must, how­
evef, consider at the same lime how Lo fill the lacuna in hne 3, Her~ we have rrpo[ and aspace 
of some 8-9 Ictters before ]E<;. My suggestion is to sllpply the participle rrpo[,CHpwVOUV't]E<;. 
There is no dOllbt th:.lt the police officials are being ordered to produce a repo~t and thefe are 
IlUmerous examples in the papyri of the use of the verb rrpocr<pwvfW in connection with such a 
report, normally made in writing. For the main verb prcccding, 1tOtEW is certainly one possibil­
ity; compare P.Erlang. 25 (as clIlcndcd in ZPE lW [ 199(1 2 18), where astrategos scnds a copy 
of a petition to a ~ubordinate '{va tU, aK'6~oueo, 1t0Il1[crn<;, Another po, sibility which occurs to 
me is OT]AOW, taking this , tog~ther wilh 1tpocr<i(tJvo~vr E<;, as intruducing thc indirect question 
beginning 1:i<; ElT] and treating the words between as parenthetical. There is strong support for 
this suggestion in the editor' s reading of P,Athen. 34, areport submitted by a public doctor, 
who, in the reading of the ed. pr., has been ordered to carry out an inspection Kat E'YYpa<pw~ 
öllAwcrCl,l1tpocr<po)V[&]v (linc 12). The last word, however, is ob\liOlJ~ l y doubtful and has been 
emcnd cl by Wilckcn t~ 1tpo<; u[~a<; 16, Nevertheless, cven if we reject npocr<po)Vwv 17, thc text 
does ofter some support for supplying the imperative (or subjunctive) of OT]A,OW rather than of 
1totEW in line 2. 

~q.lVT]~EVOl following this can only refer to tbe police o[ficials, If we adopt WNP'S sug­
gestion for the rest 01' this phrase, we must, a~ hc snys. und rstand f1tl jiEM,:Ul tu Illcan' 'llrgc, 
Aufgabe". This may indeed be the right solution 18, A qlJite different approach is l!ggcsLCd by 
the expression uscd by the Slrategos to VUKToOtpa't l1yol in P.B ' ully Panup. I ]45, wllcre hc 
tells ,hem he is passing on orders wlüch they 11lU~1 c:'[ry out ~t]f.~tVIW ~VOl 't \) Eau'toov KlVÖU ­
vou . TI' \w :t r l<> look for öl si mi!ar IV<lrtling in ollr lex t, wc can pcrhaps producc it by reading 
~tEjivT]~t[elvol 't~<; Irau]twlv acrlp] Ada<;19. Tlicre is an inll;!resting parallel for the use 01' acr­
epcXAfta t refer l<l all orricial's s:tI"J'ty ~rrom punis!lIncm for failing 10 do his duty) in P,Col. VII 
175,34-6 = SB XVI 12692: what, asks the speak I' in court, could thc praepositus pagi do" His 

13 I owc [he rcauing e[ltll[öo9ivtCll() Dr 1. M, Dicthart, who vcry kindly consulted the original for 
me; he also inrorms me Ihai the're is rOUIll (0 supply ~o, in the lac.:unn. 

14 At an earlier period the normal rorm is ßIßA..iöICX bul eithcr fOnll is acceptable by thl: date of this 
text (AD 321), 

15 There are some marks on the photograph abol'e line 1 which look Iike writing. Dr Diethart con­
firms lhat they are indeed ink, but 1 cannot offer a plausible reading. This ink does not appear to be part of 
an)' letters of the words Ta ß\ßAI(Ot)a. 

16 Archiv 14 (1941) 161; see BL m. 
17 It is far from certain that Wilcken'& emendation is conect (note Ihm his suggested emendation, 

ibidem, to line 7 is to be rejecleJ: see BL Vll); de~pile WiJcken's confidence, the letter after Itpocr seems 
to me, to judge from the plate, to be a phi, as the editor sugg~sted. 

18 In P.Beatty Panop. 2, 5:! (he plocurator tclls the stralegoi lhat as 500n as lhey receive his letter 01 ' 

E1t1jl.EAElW; Vjl.\[v Ecr1CJl to take ::ction, 

19 Either'}tO[ ör ]-rw[ can be read in the middle of the line; see Worp's note in P.Vindob. Worp, p, 
27, There is of course no difficulty in i:a'Utwv being used of the second person: cf. the passage from 
P.Beatty Panop. I cited in the text and the note to P,Vindob. Worp 13, 13, 
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ans wer is 't1l<; ct(HjlclJ.da<; . au'tou 1CPOVOOUIlE.Vo<; O/lOU 'tE. Kat 'trov 0l1/locrtCOV dcrq>op&v ... 
EKO EOCOKEV '!Ulna.<; 'tOt<; eX'YPOtKot<; n:po<; ye(\}Py1<;tV 20. The phrase is then to be underSlood as 
parenthetical; it does not directly introduce the words following. 

The above suggestions, which are of course only tentative, would result in the following 
reconstruction: 

'tu ~[7tNo08ev'ta /lot] U7tO 'AOEAq>[tOU] 
2 eXvayvo[v'tE<; ol1Arocra)'tE eXKoAou8a 't[ou-] 
3 'tot<; 7tp<.>[crq>O)vouv't]E<;·/lE/lVll~.[E-] . 
4 Vot -ril<; [kau]'t(~[v acrq>]~Atia<; 'tOU'tEcrtlV 
5 'tt<; E1llX!:A. 

, .... having read the petition presented to me by Adelphios, subfi1it areport in accordance 
with it, bearing in mi nd your own safety, namely who it was who ... ". 

39 Wearside Drive 
Durham DHI ILE 
England 

20 Cf. also P.Hermop. lll, 17 and P.Oxy. XXXVIII 2849,20. 

J. David Thomas 


