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PIETER J. SIJPESTEIJN 

Four Papyri from the Michigan Collection 

(Tafel 24-26) 

During a shart stay in September/Oetober 1992 in Ann Arbor I was offered to study -
among other texts - the papyri published below. I wish to thank Prof. Dr. L. Koenen far his 
kind permission to publish these texts here. Dr. T. Gagos who is aetually in charge of the 
Papyrus Colleetion of the University of Miehigan was very helpful and made my stay an 
extremely pleasant one. 

P.Mieh. inv. no. 6615 1 

Provenanee unknown 

~X8EO'l<; xpuO'iou . 
2 avoplav't01tA[aO']~at 

3 'AA1'ta<; Xatpiv?,? 
4 1taO''tlAAaoE<; 
5 ßa<pEl<; 
6 '11t1tia<; aAlt ) 
7 '1 (co )aK&ß EPIlllVElJ<; 
8 Ma~llltVo<; Ilampiou 

1. Arrears of Money 

10 x 14.7 em. vthNIth eentury A. D. 

Arrears of payment of gold 

modeller of statues 

Alitas, s. of Chairinos 

pastry-eooks 

dyers 

Hippias, fisher-man 

Iakob, interpreter 

Maximinos, s. of Papirios 

Tafel 24 

9 Ila1tvou81<; Kat ADO'OVlO<; O''tl1t(1toupyoi) 
10 Ila1tVOU~[l<; .] .. ( ) 

Papnouthis and Ausonios, workers in tow 

Papnouthis [ 

6.7.1- Pap. 

No amounts are mentioned, only the fact that something is owed. It was probably known to 
the person(s) who drew up this list how mueh the persons/groups of persons (= guilds?) 
mentioned on this papyrus owed and for what reason. 

I. EX8EO'u; = EK8EO'u; = arrears of payment. Cf. F. Preisigke, Fac!zwörter des öffentlichen 
Verwalt;/IJgsdienstes Ägyptens, Göttingen 1915, s. v. 

2. avOplavtOltA[acr)HX.1 = modellers of statues. This wordwhich occurs here ror the first time in the 
papyri is inl"req ucntly attested (cf. LSJ9 s. v.), but cf. CPR XIV 47, I. 3. 5 (VIIYIJ) aVOpElOltAaO'H\<;. 
Their appearance in this papyrus proves in my opinion that this text must originate from a rather large 
city. 

3. The proper name 'AAtm<; occurs in CPR XIV 35, 9 (cf. note) and 12 from the Hermupolite norne. 

1 Purchased from Nahman through Mr. H. I. Bell of the British Museum in 1934. The text runs 
along the fibres. The other side is blank. At the top (over 1 cm. free) , left (1.5-2 cm. free) and right 
regularly cut off; rather regularly broken off at a fold at the bottom. Two vertical and one horizontal fold 
(in the middle) are still visible. Light-brown COIOllr. 
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Xenp(vou: thc proper name Xenp(E)lvo~ docs 1101 YCl ccm to be attested. Cf. the proper name 
Taxa(pcwo~ in P.wisc. I 15,3-4 CA. D. 236; Oxyrhynchos). 

4. 7tacr'ttAAaoEC; = pastry-cooks, confectioners. f. P .Oxy. XVI 1891, 4n. (add: CPR IX 58, 9; 
P.Haun. III 62, 28. 29; P.Oxy . XLVllI 3390, 3). Cf. also E. Battaglia, i\rtos: II lessico della 
panijicazione Ileipapiri greci, Milano 1989,119, 195. 

5. ßa<PEIC;: cf. Th. Rcil, Bei'räge zur Kenntnis des Gewerbes im hellenistischen Ägypten, Borna
Leipzig 1913, 99ff.; P.Prag. 125, Iln. 

6. aAt( ): eithcr aAt(Evc;) (cf. CPR XIII pp. SOff. far a list of fishermen); Icss probably in my opinion 
aAt(aOl1:llC;) (cf. CPR X 2,4 Exkurs) or <XAt(lt't'lC;) = <XAel(7t't'lC;) (cf. J. C. Shclton, Greek Ostraca in the 
Ashmolean Museum, Firel1zc 1988, 74 [Papyrologiea Flarentina 17]), or a proper name in the genitive (= 
father's name) starting with these letters. 

7. epll'lvEvC;: cf. W. Percmans, Les EP/-IT/Vf'i~ dans l'Egypte greco-romaine, in: Das römisch
byzantinische Ägypten, Mainz 1983, Ilff. (Aegyptiaca Treverensia 2). 

9. cr'tt7t(ltoupyo\): there is 110 mark of abbreviation (thc letters reach totally up to the right bordcr). Cf. 
CPR XIV 5, 10 n for tow-workers. 

2. List of Names 

P.Mich. inv . no. 40332 

Oxyrhynchite norne 

/ 'AI:l~.'0:,~?[ <;] !l>~?[ 
2 / 'AAE~av8po<; AucrEtIlU[XOU 
3 / [luvEXcll'tll<; 'AXpu~?[ U 

4 I 'A-tPll<; ~pu'tou I:ll)'te?[<; 
5 I 'APlcr't(OV KMIlEV'tO<; 1l[T]'tpo<; 

6 Y I KOAAou80<; [l€KU<Jt?S [ 
7 I 'Apnullcrt<; LupUnlCOV?[<; 
8 I 'Hpa<; 'APlcr'tCOVO<; 1l1l't[po<; 
9 I 'ApcrueHo<; '~PU1tto<; ~T]['tpoC; 

10 I 'QPlCOV xprWa1:lScoV [1lT]'tpo<; 
11 / 'OpcrUCjlt<; 'AKcOP€CO<; 1l[T]'tpo<; 
12 / 'Ap8wvt<; [luIlO{lVl[O<; 
13 / KOlloam<; TI[U]VUIlOU[VW<; 

14 I Nuellou8[t<; 'A)I:lI:lü?[ 
15 / rr[ 

2. A Ucrt)HX[XOU 

7.5 x 10 cm. lInd century A. D. 

Ammonios, s. of Phtho[ 

Alexandros, s. of Lysimachos 

Panechotes, s. of Achrates 

Hatres, s. of. Klemens, mother [ 

Ariston, s. of Klemens, mother [ 

3. Kolluthos, s. of Pekysis 

Harpaesis, s. of Sarapion 

Heras, s. of Ariston, mother [ 

Harsasios, s. of Horapis, mother [ 

Tafel 25 

Horion, acting in the name of mother (??) 

Horsyphis, s. of Akoris, mother [ 

Harthonis, s. of Pamunis 

Komoapis, s. of Panamunis 

Narmuthis, s. of Ammo[ 

The purpose of this list of names which is only complete at the left sidc is no Ion ger c1ear. 

Of each person the names of both his father (if known. Cf. line 10) and his mother are given. It 

2 Among the papyri as lot III bought by Dr. Askren and Prof. Boak and received in the British 
Museum in July 1925 (they reached the University of Michigan in Octobcr 1926). The text runs along the 
fibres. The other side is blank. The light-brown papyrus is only at the left side Capproximately 1.5 em. 
free) regularly broken off. 
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is unknown what kind of information - if any - followed after the name of the mother. By 
putting an oblique stroke in front of each name each entry was checked. This list may have 
been organised day by day if y in line 6 stands for the 3rd day of a previously (7) mentioned 
month. Lines 1 through 5 are separated from the other lines by a horizontal stroke. 

1. <l>8o[ : For possible restaurations s. Preisigke, Namenbuch s. v. <l>8o[w.ov8ou. 
3. Th~ proper name 'Axpa'tT]~ (or "Axpa'tO~) is not yet listed in th~ ~sual papyrolugical onomastica. 

Cf. the names l1(tXpa'tT]<; and TaXPO:'tT]<;. Cf. also the name Xpa'tT]<; in the next line. 
5. KA{HH:V'tO~: cf B. Meinersmann, Die lateinischen Wörter und Namen in den griechischen Papyri, 

Leipzig 1927, 7~ . 

9. The plOpcr name' Apait<Jto<; is not )'et listed in lhe usual papyro!ogical onoma3tka. Ir may be a 
spelling of the weIl known name . Ap<Jl~G\~ (L'f, Preislgke, NB 55). 

The proper Ilame 'npa1tt~ appears in SB XVI 12337 Fragm. A 117 (Arsinoite norne; 2nd cent. ß. C.). 
Obviously a combination of the names 7npo~ and ?Am~ 

1 O. XPT]f!a'Ti~(Ov [f!T]'tpo~: the formula used proves that the lext under discussioll originates from the 
Oxyrhynchite nome. Cf. H. C. Youtie, Scriptiunculae Posteriores I, Bonn 1981, 20, footnole 3. 

11. 'Op<Juqn~ : this proper name is not yet listed in the usual papyrological onomastica. 
13. KOfloams (Ka.floa1ttl; in F. DOlnseitf-B. i-Iansen, Rückläufiges WörterblIch der griechischen 

Eigennamen, Berlin 1957, 199 is on!y amisprinI): cf. F. Preisigke, NB I ~O and D. Foraboschi, 
Onomasticon alten/In papyrologicul1l 169a; add: BGU X 1947; CPR XHI 5; P.lFAO III 32; P.Lond. VII 
1957,2173; P .Oxy. XXXVlIl 2841; SB XII 10861; XIV 11653 . This name is mainly attested in 
Ptolemaic papyri. 

3. List of names 

P.Mich. inl'. 110. 66343 

Provenancc. unknown 
20 x 7 cm. 

----------
1 traces of 1 line 
2 AAO,?["]~' ~?[l(ßU/l/lWVOt;)] 
3 <Püt(ßU/l/lWV) än:~ ~al XOAO[ 
4 XEKOUA ~EpOV'ttO['U 
5 / 'Jw(Jflep <XOEt._epOt; 
6 !Jirr.a "Qp ~UACX 
7 TIEAuA[tlt; 
8 • EP/lEiat; ~EfJan:tWVCt; 
9 'lw(Jflep 'J(JUK 

10 <POt( ßU/l/lwv) KE~fßi:V 
11 <POt(ßU/l/lwv) Lal3au 
12 ITtAAwv ITEKAlo'U 
13 ITauAot; 'Av'U(Jlo'U 

14 fL 'Jw(Jflep KW/lUPX(l1t;) 
15 fL 'Aßpau/l 'JaK&ß 

Vth/Vllh celllury A. D. 

Tafel 26 

Alu[ ], s. of Phoibammon 
Phoibammon, Apa, and Cholo[ 
Chekul, s. of Gerontios 
Joseph, brother 
Apa Hor, s. of Lalas 
Pelalis 
Hel meias. s. 01' Serapion 
Jüst':ph,s.oflsak 
Phoihammon, s. of Kelebin 
Phoibammon, s. of Sabau 
Pellon, s. of Peklios 
Paulos, s. of Anysios 
for Joseph, comarch 
for Abraam, s. of Jakob 

3 Purchased from Nahman lhrough Mr. H. 1. Bell of the British Museum in 1934. The text runs 
along the fibres. The other side is blank. At the left (0.5-1 cm. free), bottom (over 1 cm. free) and at lhe 
fight rather regularly cut off. One vertica1 fold (in the middle) and several horizontal folds are still 
visible. Light-brown. 
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16 

17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 

\lio\. TIEAArov 'AAED 
'lroof]<p NOU<plOU 
<!>OI (ßullj.lrov) Öw.K6VO\l 
'HAfa<; 'AoD'! 

Pieter J. Sijpesteijn 

<l>Ot( ßUllllroV) TIapia Öta.Jc( 6vo\l) 
TIa1tvou8t<; 'IOt( ) 

TIpaf..lEl. aÖEA<p6<; 

5. 9 (2 x).l4. 15. 17. i: 16. Ü 18. oHixovo<; 

sons of Pell on, s. of Aleu 

Joseph, s. ofNuphios 
Phoibammon, deacon 
Elias, s. of Aout 
Phoibammon, s. of Parias, deacon 
Papnuthis, s. of Isi( ) 
Pramei, brother 

A curious list of names the purpose of which escapes me. It may have been stated in the 
heading (cf. here texts nos. 1 and 4) why these persons were listed here. 

2. Perhap ·AAo~ laJ.IS (cf. O .Mich. I 59,4) or 'AAO~[cr]~S (cf. BOU XI 2072 passim). 
~?[I ( Pttfifj(t)vo~lJ : I havc assullled that !lJol(ßttfifiOOVO<;) was abbrcviated by a horizontal stroke drawn 

through the iota (as in lines 3, 10, 11, 18 and 20). 
3 . Jf my reading is COITect this is the only line in which two persons are listed. We expect ärra (cf. 

P.Turner 54, In; here line 6) to be placed before and not after !lJol(ßafifioov) (cf. note to line 18). 
XOAO[: the only name starting with these letters listed in the usual papyrological onomastica is 

XOAO<; . Perhaps we should print KatXOAO[ i. e. Phoibamlllon, son of apa Kaieholo[. However, I do not 

know of a name which starts with KatXOAolKexoAo. 
4. XEKOUA: a name attested in the Oxyrhynchite norne (cf. Forabosehi, Onomaslicon allerum 

papyrologicum 340b). 
5 . This line is separated from the next one by a stroke (cf. also below lines 6 and 18). Joseph is a 

hrother of the person lisled in line 4 (cf. line 22). 
6. An alternative reading is ärru Kup&[<;] 'AA& (= 'AAAU.). AaAa is a short genitive (cf. ZPE 64 

[1986] 1190 which ean here also be found in lines 11,16 amI 20. 
10. The proper name KEAt::ß"lV(H;) is ünly seldom atlested. 

11. Inspeetion of a photograph in Ann Arbor convinced me that also in O.Mich. I 620, 5 a reading 
Iaßau<; instead of Io:tCau<; is not to be excluded. 

12. nEAAOOV : also in line 16. This proper name, not yet listed in the usual papyrologieal onomastiea, 

can be found in W. Pape, O. Benseier, Wörterbuch der griechischen Eigennamen, Braunschweig J 1911. 

1164b. 
nEKAlou: a proper name nEKA10C; does not seelll to be attested to date . Cf. the weil attested proper 

names nKUA1<;!nKUAW<;. 
14-15. The signs in front ofthe nallles in these lines (check-marks?) resemble the symbol for (urrEp). 
14. Lines 5 and 22 left aside here (!lnd in line J 8. Cf. note to line 18) the name of the father is 

replaced by the function this Joseph fulltls: KoofiapXll<; (cf. H. E . L. Missler, Der Komarch, Diss. Marburg 
1970). 

16. Read TIO .. AOOVO<;. 
18. olaKovou: the proper nallles dlaKOVEU<;, ßlaKOVtcrcra and ßtaKOOv are attested but ßtaKovo<; is 

not. nOlaK(oVoc;) in P.Lond. IV 1419, 749 is nOl a proper lIame but the Coptic maseuline article + 
olaKovo<;. I assullle that the scribe made amistake alld wrote a genitive instt:ad of a nominative (he 

mostly added a father' s name) . 
19. 'Aou't (a reading 'Aouy lcf. Preisigke, NB 37 is cxcluded!): lhis proper name is not yet Iisted in 

the usual papyrologieal onomastiea. Cf. the proper names 'AO{)1lO~I'Aotm~ (Preisigke, NB 37f. Add: 

P.Col. VIII 216, 10; P.Laur. IIl108, 1 ) and 'Aou<; (ibid., 37. Add: SB XII 11250,7). 
21. Too many names start with the letters tat to venture a suggestion. The absence of diairesis is to be 

noted . 
22. TIpaflEl: this proper name is not yet listed in the usual papyrological onomastica. This person is a 

brother of Papnuthis mentioned in line 21. 
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4. List of Persons 

P.Mieh. inv. no. 5493a4 

Karanis 

12.5 x lOem. mrd/Ivth eentury A. D. 

1 01. a7tollivav'n:~' 
2 MEACi~ 'Hpa Ep('Yatll~) Ci 

3 ITwA€llalo~ "HpüJv€~ öv(o~) a 

4 I1tOAq.latO~ Aiavou Ep('Yatl1~) a 

5 vac. öv(o~) a 

6 Lapa7ttüJv Ko7tpll Ep('Yatll~) Ci 

7 'Hpa~ NtAOu öv(o~) a 

8 .aaut UwA.A.a Ep('Yatll~) a 

9 Kaatop I1apl1tou Ep(yaLll~) Ci 

10 vac. öv(o~) a 

11 I1auAo~ I1CiL€WOm:tOU 

12 vac. Hp('Yatl1~) a] 

13 ]? ~e('Yatll~) [0.] 

the remaining behind (in the village) 

Melas, s. of Heras, workrnan 1 
Ptolemaios, s. of Heran, donkey 1 

Ptolemaios, s. of Aianos, workrnan 1 

donkey 1 

Sarapion, s. of Kopres, workman 1 

Heras, s. of Nilos, donkey 1 
-asut, s. of Ptollas, workman 1 

Kastor, s. of Paritios, workman I 
donkey 1 

Paulos, s. of Patermutios 

workman 1 
s. of ]s, workrnan I 

1. a1to~lI,ivaV1:e~ 3. "Hpwvo~ 4. Aiavou: u ex ~ 9. Kacr1:wp 11. I1a1:ep~oueiou 

Tafel 25 

On palaeographieal grounds this papyrus has to be dated to the I1Ird/IVth eentury A. D. 
and, therefore, eannot eontribute to solve the question of the eontinued existenee of Karanis in 

the Vth century A. D. (cf. P.Col. VIII 242 introduction). We do not know why the persons 

menlioned in lhis text remained behind in their village Karanis (another loeality is, however, 

not exeluded). For a similar list of workmen cf. B. Palme, H. Tegel, Drei byzantinische Papyri, 
Firenze 1990,453, Nr. 2 (VI) (Pap. Mise. II). 

I. arro~lvavn:~: the verb arrO~EVW is rare in the papyri. With the exception uf P.Fam. Tebt. 42, I I 
(A. D. 180) il oceurs in Jate texts: P.Oxy. XXXVlII 2849, 19 (A. D. 296); P.Col. VII 174,6 (A. D. 3427); 
P.Flor. III 378, 6 (V); SB VI 9285, 12 (VI); CPR XIV I, 16. 17 (A. D. 651. The note to !ine 16 of this 
text is not torally eorreet); P.Lond. IV 1350,6.10; 1374, I. 8; 1393,50 (= SB IJI 7241 , 50); 1487 (VIII); 
P.Ross.Georg. IV 1,5 (VIII). 

2. Melas, son of Heras, may be the son of Heras, son of Melas, who appears in P.Cairo Isid. 10, 124. 
177 (A. D. 310); 9, 1. 18 (A. D. 309); 95, 1 (A.D. 310). 'Hpa (like K01tpfj [1. 6] and fhoUa [1. 8]) is a 
short genitive (cf. text no. 3, 6 n.). 

Ep(ya1:ll~): here and elsewhere the papyrus has ep without :J. mark of abbreviation. Also öv(o~) never 
has a mark of abbreviation. In eases where a person is styled Ep(ya1:ll~) I assume that he is eounted as a 
workman who performs labour himself; when a person has only öv(o~) behind his name he only provides 
an animal (cf., c. g., P.Oxy. XXXVIII 2849). IJl two instanees (Jines 4-5 and 9-10) the person mentioned 
not only performs the labour personally but he also provides an animal. 

3. "Hpwve~: for 0 > E, see F. Th. Gignae, A Grammar I, Milano 1976, 289f. 
6. Ko1tpfj: cf. S. Pomeroy, in: Sfudies in Roman Law in Memory 0/ A. Arthur Schiller, Leiden 1986. 

1 47ff. 

4 From the excavatiolls at Karanis for the year 1928/29. The text runs alcng the fibres. The other 
side is empty. At the top (nearly 1.5 em. free) , left (approximately 2.5 em. [ree) and fight (over 2.5-1.5 
em. free) partly regularly cut off. Light-brown. 
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8 .. <X<JU1:: <J is more likely than 0 and 1: than 'Y. No proper name ending in these letters is known to 
me. Cf. names like rr<X<Ju911<X<J'ihlc;IT<X<J\m~. The letter in front of the alpha could be Ijf (cf. the hapax 
legomenon 'I'(l<Ju~ in P.Cairo Zen. V 59840, 1. 20). It is not likely that more than only one letter was 
written in front of (l<JUT. 

9. The same person in P.NYU 17,4. 15. 25 (Karanis; A. D. 320); P.Col. VII 130, 17.20 (Karanis; 
A. D. 334/5). 

11. The same person in P.NYU 17, 29 (Karanis; A. D. 320). The proper name rr(ltepllouEho~ shows 
many different spellings. 
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