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WIM H. M. LIESKER

Tax documents from Socnopaiou Nesos!
(Tafel 4)

P. Vindob. G 29979 a: April 6, 212 A. D.
Socnopaiou Nesos b: April 212 (7) A. D.

This papyrus is part of a topog cvykoAAnoyog of two individual documents, viz. a tax
receipt (hereafter referred to as G 29979a) and a list of tax contributors (G 29979b). It belongs
to a group of tax documents which come from the office of the mpdktopeg dpyvpikdv of
Socnopaiou Nesos during the Severan period. See the article by D. H. Samuel, Taxation at
Socnopaiou Nesos, BASP 14 (1977) 161-207, and the observations made by G. Messeri
Savorelli, CPR XV pp. 88-96 (texts 35-38).

P. Vindob. G 29979a

A single tax receipt, stating that Sinas, son of Paouetes, has paid 80 drachmai for npécodog
otxonédav. For this tax, see S. L. Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus to Diocletian,
Princeton 1938, 75. Sinas is to be identified as # 98 in Samuel (loc. cit.) 200.

An interesting aspect of this document is its titulature. It is dated to the 20t year of
Caracalla (without Geta) (211/212 A. D.). The titulature used is: Mdpxog AvpiAtog "Av-
twvivog [apBikog péyrotog Bpetavvikodg péyiotog EboePhg Zefootde. It is remarkable that
Caracalla does not yet bear the title of Severus here, which sanctionated his leadership of the
Severan dynasty after he had killed his brother Geta. Apparently, this text attests to the period
of transition which elapsed between Geta’s death and Caracalla’s adaptation of his titulature.
Other texts from this period are CPR VIII 11 (Antinoopolis [?], March 1, 212); P.Oxy.
XXXVI 2777 (Oxyrhynchus, March 4, 212) and P. Lond. III 1164 (p. 154) (Antinoopolis,
March 28-April 24, 212). The first document where Severus is included in Caracalla’s
titulature is O. Mich. I 9 (Arsinoites, June 5, 212).

“Etoug eikootod Mdpkov Abpniiov

"Avtavivov MopOikod

peylotov Bpetavvikod

peyiotov Evoefodg Zefaotod,

®ap(nodr) o/ dp1B(unoenc) dapevdd.

AlJé(ypoyev) Zwvig Toovitiitog

npwo6d(ov) oikon(édwv) k (Etouc) Toxvor(aiov) Nfoo(v)
(8p.) oydon[xo]vra, (yiv.) (3p.) .

9 (m2?) nex[ ] x (Erovg) Spay(nag) eixoot, (yiv.) (8p.) x.

NN B LN -

7. mpocbd(ov)

11 thank Dr. H. Harrauer for his kind permission to publish this text, and Dr. D. Hobson who
generously gave up her original claim to publication. I am grateful to Prof. P. J. Sijpesteijn and
Dr. K. A. Worp for their suggestions and critical observations. Any remaining errors are, of course,
my single responsibility.



78 Wim H. M Liesker

In line 9, reference is made to a second payment. Either the first three letters of this line
indicate some kind of tax, though it is hard to find one beginning with mex, or maybe, a se-
cond tax payer — closely enough related to Sinas to share tax receipts — is referred to here. A
possible reading would then be: Tex[d(o1c) eic] 16 x (Erovg).

“The twentieth year of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Parthicus maximus Britannicus ma-
ximus Pius Felix, Pharmouthi 11, on account of Phamenoth. Sinas, son of Paouetes, has paid
his tax on tpdcodog oixonédwy for year 20, Socnopaiou Nesos: eighty drachmae, say dr. 80.

... the 20th year: twenty drachmae, say dr. 20.”

P. Vindob. G 29979b

This list of tax payments is of a type labeled by Samuel as a kot’ &vdpa report to the
strategus. A recent publication of similar lists is found in CPR XV 35-38. See also
R. Bogaert, Liste des taxes et banques dans I' Egypte romaine, ZPE 79 (1989) 207-226.

Although the text has suffered considerable damage — most of its right part has disappea-
red —, its contents and structure can be understood by comparison with documents such as
BGU 142 and BGU 11 639:

1-2: Addressed strategus;

3-6: Addressing tax officials;

6-9: Introduction;

10-33: List of tax contributors.

Unfortunately, neither the strategus addressed nor the addressing tax officials can be iden-
tified. The strategus bears the title of Aurelius, so the text is probably (o be dated to 212 A. D.
or later. See G. Bastianini — J. Whitehorne, Strategi and Royal Scribes of Roman Egypt,
Papyrologica Florentina XV 36-38, for possible candidates. A npdxtmp Melas, or whose fa-
ther’s name was Melas, is not yet known.

Most of the tax payers’ names can no longer be reconstructed. Of a small number, howe-
ver, enough is left to identify them with persons in the list of Taxpayers at Socnopaiou Nesos,
A. D. 207-209, compiled by D. Samuel in BASP 14 (1977) 186-207.

—line 11: Abous, son of Sarapion: # 1

— line 25: Toustos, son of Abous: # 31

— line 27: Suros, son of Paouetes: # 102

— line 28: Hiereus, son of Kapis (see note ad loc.): # 24

— line 29: Horion, son of Paboukas: # 121

— line 33: Lampon, bastard: # 37

Each tax payer’s name was followed by an amount of drachmai.

Avpn[Aie N. N. otpatyd "Apowvoitov "HpaxAeidov]
pe[pidoc.
[Mopa [ADpnAiev
MéAa[vog
kol petdy(wv) nploxtdpov dpyvpikdv kopng]
Toxvonaio[v Nfoov. Kat’ &vdpal
[td]v Swye[ypappévoy quiv ént thy]
Snpooiov tlpdmelow eic dpibunow pnvoc]
Gapevad t[od dveotdrtoc .. (Etovc).]

"Eoti 8¢ 1[0 xat” dvdpar]
"ABodg Zabw?[{(nvog

— OO 00N AW =

[SUS—



Tax Documents from Socnopaiou Nesos 79

12 Aopdg T1L[

13 Troto[fiTic

14 Aop[

15 ot [

16 I:Iot'[‘

17 "Aoldg

18 e[

19 "And[yyic

20 Mo

21 "Ar [

22 {

23 ‘Ep1[edg

24 "An[Oyyg

25 [

26 "[o[doog MoPodrog

27 Mo

28 Zdpog Mafov]ertfi[tog

29 ‘Epreddc Kdmi[tog

30 ‘Qplov Hofo[vkdtog

31 "Andyxelg "Axel[

32 Hoeg 'APue [

33 % Kana[

34 Aldlunov &nlé[top
25. 1

(1-10): “To Aurelius N. N., strategus of the Arsinoite nome, meris of Herakleides. From
Aurelii N. N. (son of ?) and Melas (son of ?) and assistant tax officials of the village of
Soknopaiou Nesos. Specified list of payments transferred by us to the public bank on account
of the month Phamenoth on the present Nth year. Individual summing up: ...”

1-9. As can be deduced from the size of the lacuna and parallel texts, abbreviations must
have been used, although the text restored by me has been written out in full.

3—4.1In view of the available space, the tax officials probably used their full names,
including patronymics. Cf. BGU I 42.

12. Maybe Aopdg [e[tovfdotiog, cf. P. Turner 32, 28.

20. ITo [: maybe Samuel (loc. 1it.) # 91 Posos, son of Mataeis.

26. 'lo[dotog IMaPodrog: a probable restoration, as there is no other person in these ar-
chieves whose name begins with To.

29. "‘Epredg Kdmitog. This person occurs in BGU II 392, IT 22 and in SPP XXII 130,
49. In both texts, the ed. princ. reads a n; however, D. H. Samuel, ZPE 16 (1975) 244-258,
prefers to read Ké&vitog, on the grounds that it is difficult — at least in case of the BGU hand-
writing — to distinguish between v and =, so that one is forced to choose in favour of the
more common name of Ké&vig. However, in this text, v and © are very clearly distinguished
characters, and the reading of ko[ is not open to doubt.

Nieuwendammerdijk 16 Wim H. M. Liesker
NL-1025 LN Amsterdam
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