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WIM H. M. LIESKER 

Tax documents from Socnopaiou Nesos 1 

(Tafel 4) 

P. Vindob. G 29979 
Soenopaiou Nesos 

a: April 6, 212 A. D. 
b: April 212 (?) A. D. 

This papyrus is part of a 't0ll0<; cr'\)'YKoAA~(nllo<; of two individual doeuments, viz. a tax 
reeeipt (hereafter referred to as G 29979a) and a list of tax eontributors (G 29979b). It belangs 
to a group of tax doeuments whieh come from the office of the npaK'topE<; apyupucOlv af 
Soenopaiou Nesos during the Severan period. See the article by D. H. Samuel, Taxation al 
Socllopaiou Nesos, BASP 14 (1977) 161-207, and the observations made by G. Messeri 
Savorelli, CPR XV pp. 88-96 (texts 35-38). 

P. Vindob. G 29979a 
A single tax receipt, stating that Sinas, son of Paouetes, has paid 80 drachmai for npocrooo<; 

o{lC01teOoov. For this tax, see S. L. Wallace, Taxation in Egypt from Augustus /0 Diocle/ian, 
Prineeton 1938, 75. Sinas is to be identified as # 98 in Samuel (loe. eil.) 200. 

An interesting aspeet of this document is its titulature. It is dated to the 20th year of 
Caracalla (without Geta) (211/212 A. D.). The titulature used is: MaplCo<; Aup~Ato<; 'Av
'tOOVtvo<; l1ap8tlCo<; Ileytcr'to<; BpE'taVVtlCo<; lleytcr1:o<; EucrEßh<; IEßacr1:o<;. It is remarkable that 
Caracalla does not yet bear the tille of Severus here, whieh sanetionated his leadership of the 
Severan dynasty after he had killed his brother Geta. Apparently, this text attests to the period 
of transition which elapsed between Geta's dealh and Caraealla's adaptation of his titulature. 
Other texts [rom this periad are CPR VIII 11 (Antinoopolis [?], March 1, 212); P.Oxy. 
XXXVI 2777 (Oxyrhynehus, March 4, 212) and P. Lond. III 1164 (p. 154) (Antinoopolis, 
March 28-April 24, 212). The first doeument where Severus is included in Caraealla's 
titulature is O. Mich. 19 (Arsinoites, June 5, 212). 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 (m 2?) 

"Ewu<; EilCOcr1:0U MapKou AUPllAiou 
'Av1:oovivou l1ap8tlCOU 
IlEyicr1:oU BpE'taVVtKOU 
IlEYimou EucrEßOU<; IEßacr1:0U, 
cI>ap(llou8t) tal apt8(Ilf]crECO<;) cI>aIlEvm8. 
M~]e(ypa\jlEv) Itvu<; l1aout1:~1:O<; 
npcocroo(ou) o{Korr(eocov) lC (e1:ou<;) IOKvon(aiou) Nf]cro(u) 
(Op.) 6yooMKo]V1:a, (yiv.) (Op.) n. 
~EK[ .. .J.. lC' (e'tou<;) OpaX(llu<;) E'LKom, (yiv.) (Op.) K. 

7. 1tpoa60(ou) 

1 I thank Dr. H. Harrauer for his kind permission to publish this text, and Dr. D. Hobson who 
generously gave up her original claim to publication. I am grateful 10 Prof. P. J. Sijpesteijn and 
Dr. K. A. Worp for their suggestions and critical observations. Any remaining errors are, of course, 
my single responsibility. 
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In line 9, reference is made to a second payment. Either the first three letters of this line 
indicate some kind of tax, though it is hard to find one beginning with l1EK, or maybe, a se
cond tax payer - closely enough related to Sinas to share tax receipts - is refelTed to here. A 
possible reading would then be: f!EK[u(mc;) EiC;] :? K (e,wuc;). 

"The twentieth year of Marcus Aurelius Antoninus Parthicus maximus Britannicus ma
ximus Pius Felix, Pharmouthi 11, on account of Phamenoth. Sinas, son of Paouetes, has paid 
his tax on l1p60"0ooc; OtKOl1Eomv for year 20, Socnopaiou Nesos: eighty drachmae, say dr. 80 . 

... the 20th year: twenty drachmae, say dr. 20." 

P. Vindob. G 29979b 
This list of tax payments is of a type labeled by Samuel as a KU't' ävopu report to the 

strategus. Arecent publication of similar lists is found in CPR XV 35-38. See also 
R. Bogaert, Liste des laxes et banques dans l' Egypte romaine, ZPE 79 (1989) 207-226. 

Although the text has suffered considerable damage - most of its right part has disappea
red -, its contents and struclure can be understood by comparison wilh documents such as 
BGU I 42 and BGU 11 639: 

1-2: Addressed strategus; 
3-6: Addressing tax officials; 
6-9: Introduction; 
10--33: List of tax contributors. 
Unfortunately, neither the strategus addressed nor the addressing tax officials can be iden

tified. The strategus bears the title of Aurelius, so the text is probably to be dated to 212 A. D. 
or later. See G. Bastianini - J. Whitehorne, Strategi and Royal Scribes 0/ Roman Egypt, 
Papyrologica Florentina XV 36-38, for possible candidates. A l1paK'tmp Melas, or whose fa
ther's name was Melas, is not yet known. 

Most of the tax payers' names can 110 longer be reconstructed. Of a sm all number, howe
ver, enough is left to identify them with persons in the list of Taxpayers at Socllopaiou Nesos , 
A. D. 207-209, compiled by D. Samuel in BASP 14 (1977) 186-207. 

- line 11: Abous, son of Sarapion: # 1 
-line 25: loustos, son of Abous: # 31 
-line 27: Suros, son of Paouetes: # 102 
-line 28: Hiereus, son of Kapis (see note ad loc.): # 24 
-line 29: Horion, son of Paboukas: # 121 
-line 33: Lampon, bastard: # 37 
Each tax payer's name was followed by an amount of drachmai. 

1 AUpTJ[AlCfl N. N. mpu'tTJYep 'Apmvol-rou 'HPUKAdoou] 
2 ~plOoc;. 
3 tiura [AUPTJAlmV 
4 MEAU[VOC; 
5 KUt f.lE't6x(mv) l1p[uK't6pmv apyuptKt'OV KcOf.lTJC;] 
6 LOKVOl1UlO[U Nrtcrou. Ku't' ävopu] 
7 ['too]v OtuYE[ypUf.lf.lEVmV iWtv El1t 't~v] 
8 OTJf.lOO"lUV 'ttpal1E~uv EiC; ap19f.lTJO"tV f.lllvoC;] 
9 <I>uf.lEvro9 i:[ ou EVEO"'tOO'tOC; .. (e'touc;).] 

10 'Emt OE 't[o KU't' cXvopu·] 
11 'AßoUc; Lupu~[lmvoc; 
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12 lluj.la<; n.[ 
13 L'tO'to[ll1:t<; 
14 Aa~( 
15 :too~ [ 
16 Ii(d 
17 'Aß~[u<; 
18 nE't[ 
19 'A'1t'\) [YXl<; 
20 no[ 
21 'An [ 
22 [ . 

23 'Epl[ru<; 
24 'An[uYXl<; 
25 n[ 
26 'io[uG'tO<; nußomo<; 
27 nu[ 
28 LUPO<; nu[ 0\) ]El'tll[ 'to<; 
29 'EPlEro~ ka7tlho~ 
30 'Qpirov nußo[\.n:a'to<; 
31 'A1t'\)YXEl<; 'AlCEl[ 
32 nUtt<; 'AßlE [' .. 
33 L 'tll Kuna[ 
34 A"[;i]j.l':C?~ ~[n]~['t(op 

25. 'i 

(1-10): "To Aurelius N. N., strategus of the Arsinoite norne, meris of Herakleides. From 
Aurelii N. N. (son of ?) and Me1as (son of ?) and assistant tax officia1s of the village of 
Soknopaiou Nesos. Specified list of payments transferred by us to the public bank on aecount 
of the month Phamenoth on the present Nlh year. Individual summing up: ... " 

1-9. As can be deduced from the size of the lacuna and parallel texts, abbreviations must 
have been used, allhough the text restored by me has been wrilten out in full. 

3-4. In view of the available space, the tax officials probably used their full names, 
including patronymies. Cf. BGU I 42. 

12. Maybe AUj.la<; nE['toußaG'tlo<;, cf. P. Turner 32, 28. 
20. no [: maybe Sam'uel (loc. lit.) # 91 Posos, son of Mataeis. 
26. 'Io[uG'tO<; nußou'to<;: a probable restoration, as there is no other person in these ar

chieves whose name begins with '(0. 

29. 'EPlEro<; Kam ['to<;. This person occurs in BGU 11 392, 11 22 and in SPP XXII 180, 
49. In both texts, the ed. prine. reads an; however, D. H. Samuel, ZPE 16 (1975) 244-258, 
prefers to read Kavl'to<;, on the grounds that it is difficult - at least in case of the BGU hand
writing - to distinguish between v and n, so that one is forced to choose in favour of the 
more common name oE KeiVl<;. However, in this text, v and 1t are very clearly distinguished 
characters, and the reading of Kum[ is not open to doubt. 

Nieuwendammerdijk 16 
NL-1025 LN Amsterdam 

Wim H. M. Liesker 
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