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BASIL G. MANDILARAS 

The Feast of Thynis - 'Ev EOP'tij eDVEo)~ 

It has come to our knowledge through papyrological data that the feast of Thynis 
(Eop'dl eUVEo)~) was celebrated at ei5Vt~, a village situated in the Hermopolite norne. The 
information we possess from the papyrus sources about the feast is so vague that we 
assurne it was familiar to those referring to it. 

ei5Vt~ (written also as eivt~ or eEiVt~) was a place-name connected with two villages. 
(For particulars see M. Drew-Bear, Le nome Hermopolite, Missoula 1978, 118 - 121). The 
first, often appearing as KcOllTJ eUVEo)~, is found in a papyrus of A. D, 104 (P.Sarapion 
15,2), and is placed in the Hermopolite norne, Drew-Bear has collected 41 texts of Greek 
and 6 of Coptic papyri which record the village of Thynis. Further texts mentioning the 
same village have appeared since her book was published, From the chronological point 
of view the last reference to Thynis is made in a papyrus dating from the seventh or 
eighth century (CPR V 25, 7). It follows, therefore, that the tradition of the village Thynis 
remained intact from the beginning of the second century A. D. until after the Arab 
conquest. This suggests that for aperiod of almost seven centuries, life in the village of 
Thynis remained unaffected by any disruptive historical events. 

A second village with the same name was situated in the district of Hermonthis 
(south Egypt, near Thebes). Drew-Bear observes (119 - l20): "Ce village de ei5Vt~ est a 
distinguer d'une localite homonyme, situee dans la region d'Hermonthis et attestee no­
tamment par UPZ ii 196 et 180a (116 et 113 avant J.-c.), SB vi 921Ia (2e siecle apres 
J,-C.), SB x 10270 (3e)." She adds that the editors ofO.BodL II 1830 render the provenance 
of five ostraca to the district of Hermonthis, since these ostraca could not possibly have 
come from the Hermopolite norne (namely O.Strasb. 615, I, II A. D.; 625, i 22; ii 3, II 
A. D.; P.Lips. I 92, I, II - III A. D.; O.BodL II 1830,1, II - III A. D.; 2422, ii 8, III A. D.). 
She also mentions two more papyri, P.Lips, 197, xv 5, A. D. 338, and P.Lond. I 125 (p. 
192),42, IV A. D. from Hermonthis which refer to a place named ei5Vt~. 

So much for the village of ei5Vt~ itself. For its geographical situation see A. Calderini, 
S. Daris, Dizionario II 298 with bibliography. 

We now turn to "the feast of Thynis". It has been accepted by papyrologists (if not 
somewhat reluctantly) that the EOp'tTJ eUVEo)~ was a feast which used to take place in the 
village Thynis. In other words, it was a local feast named after the village where it was 
celebrated. The content of this feast, however, has never been sufficiently revealed by 
ancient sources, and its date has not yet been defined by research. 

In CPR V 26 a reference is made to the feast ofThynis, and the editor ofthis papyrus 
comments on the area and the precise site of the village, which he places in the district 
of ITEpi 7tOAtV üvO). The relevant lines read: 't]fj~ EOp'tfj <~> (or 'tli){~} EOp'tfj) eEivEo)~ 
(vacat) o\:(vou) 8t(7tAU) K~ (Ii ne 469), and similarly 'tfj E]OP'tij eUVEo)~ (vacat) o\:(vou) 
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ÖL(1tA.ä) Kß (line 799). It is beyond any doubt that the feast was celebrated at the village 
ofThynis in the Hennopolite norne, since all the villages mentioned in this text are situated 
within the area of this nome l

. 

This papyrus is an unusually lengthy text (l0371ines), written primarily for recording 
the collection of taxes. Later it was used to include the personal notes of the writer, most 
probably a wine merchant, who was required to make some calculations on how much 
wine would be consumed at the feast ofThynis: i. e. 26 and 22 dipla ofwine, respectively. 
One positive fact emerging here is that wine was an indispensable element for the feast. 
See PSI VII 807, 45 (A. D. 280): a list of accounts mentioning the expenses for wine ll7tl':p 
top'!fjC;. Cf. also P.Oxy. X 1297, 11 (IV A. D.); SB VI 9587, 26 (VI - VII A. D.); SB I 
4483, 16 (A. D. 636). To offer wine for a feast was an old custom associated with pagan 
worship. 

If the editor of CPR V 26 is right in dating the papyrus to the fourth century (cf. 
ZPE 24, 111; CPR IX 43a, CdE 58, 226), we can say that the feast of Thynis was 
inaugurated, at least, in that century, and that it was, presumably, a Christian feast. It 
is unlikely that a pagan feast would have been accepted with such vigour in a notably 
Christian environment. 

On the nature ofthe feast, E. P. Wegener (the editor ofPLBat. III 16) has propounded 
the theory that it was a harvest celebration associated with the villa ge Thynis. He fails, 
however, to account for the problems involved, i. e. whether this feast was a village 
celebration or an expression of devotion to a Patron Saint of the village of Thynis or, 
finally, the name of a local deity, as expressed by the editors of P.Lond. III 1036 (p. 268); 
but this last one must be rejected without hesitation, since there is no Saint or Martyr 
under this name recorded in the Byzantine or Coptic Church Calendars2

• Had such deity 
existed, we would have some information from other literary or non-literary texts. The 
one we are concerned with runs as follows: 

11 ÖV1tEP q>6pov VEOV Ku9upov KEKOcrKLVEU~EVOV ~E['!]PCP 'A911vuicp 
12 U1tOÖrocrID Kui ~E'!pi]crID '!q> 'E1tEiq> ~l1vi KU'!' Ihoc; uvu1tEp9E'tID<; Ku9Lcr-
13 '!UV6~EVOe; uihov '!ov q>6pov eie; '!ov uihov <l>tA.01trovLOv iö{ote; ~ou 
14 sroote; Kui UVUA.ro~ucrtV . rrUpE~Et öl': KU'!' EWC; Kui UXupo(u) KUUcr{~ou 
15 crupravl1v ~iuv Kui raA.UK'tOC; ;(u'!puv ~iuv Kui cr'!UXUIDV Öe~a'!IDv ÖEKU 
16 Kui tv '!i] top'!ij 0UV(eIDC;) ÖVOV EVu Eie; '!o U1teA.9eiv xIDpie; q>OA.E'tPIDV. 

(11. K&K0<1K1VEUJ.l&Vro, 12-13 Ku91<1'tQVOJ.l&VOV Pap.) 

The text concerns arrangements of the payment of tax for the lease of some land. 
In addition, the tenant is obliged to provide several goods, including "one ass for/in the 
feast of Thynis, so that the proprietor of the land can go there without paying the cost 
of carriage". An interesting point arising from this text is that the feast was considered 
so exceptional that the lessor mentioned it when drawing the contract, putting a condition 
in it for transportation, thereby allowing hirn to attend the feast. 

1 Cf. L. Casarico, EOPTH e IIANHrYPII nei papiri, Aegyptus 64 (1984) 150. 
2 This I have checked in O'Leary de Lacy, The Saints in Egypt, New York, London 1937 and V. Grumel, 

La chronologie, Paris 1958. 
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Given that the text enumerates goods at hand during harvest time, the editor con­
cluded that the feast ofThynis was a harvest-feast. It is not obligatory, however, to relate 
the items in the text to the date of the feast, since the conjunction Kai does not necessarily 
put all the terms of the contract on the same chronologicallevel. Certainly it is beyond 
any doubt that an ass had to be provided for the occasion of the feast, but it is arbitrary 
to connect the other items with the feast. 

It is worthwhile reexamining the three London papyri which refer to the feast of 
Thynis: Of these 1036 has been published in p. 268, while the other two, name1y 1039 
and 1056, have been described in pp. liv and Iv respectively, and subsequently published 
by G. Panissoglou in 'EA.A.TJvtKIl 37 (1986) 77 -79; 80 - 82. No. 1039 has a reference to 
the feast of Thynis similar to that of 1036,9 and 1056, 13, i. e. Otvo(u) ay[yiov 1taAaLaV 
il]v EV ti) topti) E)UVEroC; (revised reading: it could be equally aY[YEiov ~Eya il]v as 
supplemented by G. Panissoglou). No. 1056 has preserved the second part of alease, the 
terms of which include a contribution of a cask of wine paid yearly at the feast of Thynis. 
Both these papyri support the view that wine was indispensable to the feast and justify 
the expression AOYCP O"uvTJ9Eiac; which occurs in 1036, 7. No. 1036 is an acceptance of a 
lease of land with a yearly rent of 27 carats and a further payment in wine at the feast 
of Thynis; as with the previous two, it dates to the sixth or seventh century3. The text 
also refers to the "standard of Hermopolis", thus identifying the village with that of 
Thynis. 

The text runs as follows (revised reading). 

1 [O"1to]pu[v Kai Katu9Ecrlv] Kap1t&v rov av a{p&~aL 
2 cpopou t&v atyr&v Mo apou[p]&v Kat' ihoc; XpuO"ou 
3 vo~tO"~atiou Evac; i]~iO"ouC; 1tapu KEpuna EvvEa 
4 suyi[> 'Ep~ou 1tOAEroC; ytl xpl vol o.L 1t1 KEpl 911 ÖV1tEP 
5 XPUO"tKOV cpopov a1t[o]öffiO"ro O"Ot oi)-rroC;. "Ev ~I':v 
6 v6~tO"~a 1tapu KEpl il~ EV ti[> <l>a&cpt ~TJvi Kat' ihoc;, tU öl': 
7 KEpuna EvvEa EV ti[> <l>a~Ev<b9 ~TJvi Kat' ihoc; avu1tEp9Et(roC;). 
8 ..1ffiO"ro öl': Kat' lhoc; Mycp 0"[uv]TJ9Eiac; EV tiJ €Opti) E)UVEroC; 
9 Otvo(u) ayyiov ~Eya EV Kai 1ttVUKlOV ~EO"taV ötacpoprov 

10 [ßpro~Utrov ] [ ]. 

Lines 9-10 have been rightly supplemented by E. P. Wegener (see PLBat. III 16, 
p. 78). The correction is also recorded in BL III 95. For paralleis see SB IV 7369, 17 
(A. D. 512); BGU XII 2175, 6 -7 (V - VI A. D.). 

This text provides us with considerable information about the feast. Firstly, we learn 
that the supply of wine was an "obligatory contribution" (not a "customary present")4, 
while the wine could be accompanied by other goods as weIl. Since the second payment 
was to be made in the month of Phamenoth (= 25 Feb. - 26 March), i. e. six months 
after the first installment in Phaophi (= 28 Sept. - 27 Oct.), it is obvious that the wine 

3 L. Casarico, Aegyptus 64 (1984) 151 attributes P.Lond. 1036 to the sixth century. 
4 For the correct interpretation of this expression see G. Rouillard, L'administration civile, Paris 1928, 

76-81. 
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was given with the second - and last within aperiod of twelve months - installment 
at the end of Phamenoth, i. e. on the 26th of March. That would be the date of the feast. 
This is further exemplified by P.Sta. Xyla Inv. 0/154, a papyrus of the sixth century A. D. 
containing the text of a contract made for the sale ofwine on delivery. The text in question 
runs as follows: 

7 Ei OE EupT\9[Etrl] 
8 ö~o~ Tl &ltoi[T\"C]o~ Tl Ö[s]6~E[VO~] EK ['tüv] 
9 UlJ't'OV OtVOU Ero~ eop"Cfj <~> eEivEro~ 

10 "Cov <I>ullEvro9 ~T\VO~ "Cfj~ ltUPOU-
11 crT\~ "Cpi't'T\~ tVOtK("C{OVO~) 

This text enables us to place the date of the feast of Thynis to the end of month 
Phamenoth, i. e. on the 26th of March, as this is agreed to be the last day of the testing 
period of the wine. This date falls within the same indiction in which the wine was bought. 
The date must fall before May, when the indiction would change into the following one. 
It further means that the feast could not take place in harvest time, when we would have 
the next indiction. On the other hand, according to the Christian Church Calendar (cf. 
O'Leary, The Saints of Egypt on the date of 26 March) the last day of Phamenoth was 
the celebration of the Resurrection of Christ. We are surely justified in concluding that 
the eop"CTt e6vEro~ can be identified with 'Avucr"Cacrt~. It seems that the Christians were 
somewhat restricted to refer to ' A vucr"Cacrt~ by name. Out of the whole corpus of the 
Byzantine papyri we have only one reference to it, namely P.Oxy. XXVII 2480,84 (A. D. 
565-566?) EV "C1l a:yi(~) 'Avacr"Cucrt ö~(ou)~ Ot(ltAU) ß and li ne 94 ofthe same papyrus 
f:V "Cl] äyi(~) 'Avacr"CucrEt Ka"Cu "Co 69(0<;) Kat f:ltt "Cfj<; tO tvo(tK"Ciovo<;) Otv(ou) Ot(ltAa) 8. 
Both sentences are constructed in a wording similar to that we find "in the feast of 
Thynis". 
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