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PIETER J. SIJPESTEIJN 

Five Byzantine Papyri' 
(Tafeln 16 - 19) 

1. List of Artabas of Wheat 
P.Lond. III 1091 
Hermopolite norne 

22.2 x 18.2 cm. VI'h / VII'h century A. D. 

Tafel 16 

Regularly cut off at the left and right si des; partly so at the top and the bottom. Traces of a preceding text are 
still visible at the left border. At the right approx. 8.5 cm. have been left free; at the bottom approx. 4 cm. 
Approx. 8.5 cm. from the left border a K6n11crtC;. The other side is blank. 

1 --+ -f' yv0(cn~) t&v crit[ou Upt(uß&v)] 

2 OÜ(tffi~)' 

3 O(Ul) 0to<puviou nutpt~ou( ) cri( tOu) Upt( aßut) eS 

4 O(tu) UlOU KQ).xiou cri(tou) upt(aßut) 0 
5 o( tu) 'Ifficr11<P~oU uno T€K€PK( € )S( ffiS€ffi~) cri(tou) upt(aßut) J$:~ 

6 o(tu) t&v uno ~t'YKi]PK€(ffi~) cri(tOu) upt(aßut) yL/ 
7 o(tu) IIo\>Q"[t] uno t(6)1):(ou) IIcg1JP? criemu) upt(aßut) t,L/ 
8 o(tu) IIstpou Y€ffiPY(OU) uno Tuxi] cri(tou) upt(aßut) tU 
9 o(tu) Moucruiou t(6)n(ou) 'APKUcriou cri(tOu) upt(aßut) 11 

10 o(tu) t(&v) uno 'AXtA,Mffi~ cri( tOu) Upt( aßut) ß 
11 o(tu) Zuxupiu uno T€pt€~'V€ßi] cri(tou) upt(aßut) 11 
12 o( tu) II€~toV uno T€K€PK( E )S( ffieEffi~) cri(tou) upt(aßut) y~ 
13 o(tu) UlOU 'EA,A,&tO~ cri(tou) upt(aßut) EL/ 

4. KOl.x.iou: 00 ex corr. 5. tOlcr11CPLOU Pap., 2nd 1 ex corr.; KU: probably ex corr. 7. I1<911PE: E ex corr. 9. Moucruiou: 

1st u ex 11 11. TEptEJ.IIVEßi]: '" ex corr. 

The purpose of this list of payments of artabas of wheat by different persons can 
no longer be established. 

3. ltU'l:P11l0U(): nUtpllloUVlOV / nUtplIlOlV<lA1U (cf. S. Daris, Illessico latino nel Greco d'Egitto, Barcelona 
1971, 89f.) means "Patrimonialland". Here the word seems to give a further qualification of Theophanius. 
Was he a farmer (nUtpllloU(V<lALOC;) / 1tUtplIlOU(Vluv6C;) 1) who worked "Patrimonialland" 1 

4. KQl.x.iou: (a seemingly not yet attested proper name) is probably the son of Theophanius mentioned in 
line 3. An alternative is to assurne that the payment was made by a son of KOl.x.iou (cf. li ne 13). 

• I wish to thank Mr. T. S. Pattie for his kind permission to publish the texts housed in the British Library 
here. Dr. J. Preston, Curator ofWestern Manuscripts, The Library, Princeton University gave me permission 

to publish the two Princeton papyri. 
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5. TEKEpK(E)8(w!lEcQ(;): also in line 12. Cf. M. Drew-Bear, Le norne Herrnapolite. Toponymesel si/es, Missoul~ 
1979, 271 f. (ASP 21). 

6. El'YK1lPKE(CQ(;): cf. Drew-Bear, Le norne, 242 s. n. EEVKupnt;. 
7. A tonot; IIl91lPE (= "the son") seems to appear here for the first time. 

8. TUX1l (read Tuxoi): cf. Drew-Bear, Le norne, 269. 
9. A t6not; 'ApKualou (Iess likely 'ApKUÖ(OU) seems to appear here for the first time. 

10. 'AXIAMOlt;: cf. Drew-Bear, Le norne, 78. 

I!. TEp,[EIlIjIE~1l: cf. Drew-Bear, Le norne, 288 s. n. TEp'[QVIjIEIl~1l. lt looks as if the first epsilon was partly 
written above the line. 

12. Although many names starting with IIEIl- are listed in the usual papyrological onomastica, the name 
IIEIl'tOV seems to appear here for the first time. 

P.Lond. III lO97b 
Provenance unknown 

2. List of Payments 

13 x \3 cm. vn'h century A. D. 
Tafel 17, IH 

Regularly cut off at the left side; more or less regularly broken off at the other sides. Six vertical folds are still 
visible. Lines 12 - 23 are written upside down in relation to lines 1- I!. Tbe side which contains lines 12 - 23 
misses (approx. 5.5 cm. from the left and approx. 6.3 cm. from the right side) a vertical strip of papyrus. The 

letters stand on the layer of papyrus which contains lines 1 - I!. 

Recto 

-+ traces 

2 oü(tro<;} 
3 o(uI) KEAffiA (Kai) 'tffi(v) Kot(vrovffiv) at'h( ou) 
4 o(uI) ~EU11Pou 'EnffiLO<; 
5 S(uI) rEropyiou 'PalLllVa 
6 o(uI) MouO'aiou 'A1tonffi'to<; 
7 o(uI) ~Evoue(iou) (Kai) 'Pa (Kai) KUPlUKOU 
8 / o(uI) 't(ou) ILOva(O''tllpiou) äßß(a) uQpou 
9 / o(uI) 't(fj<;) O'UY'tEAEiq.(<;) 'A1tonrovo<; 

10 (oü'tro<; ?). 
11 (~~~p?) I1acp[ ] :EplL[O]ocbpou . [.].[ ] 

Verso 

12 i «(J1~~p) [o]p[y(avou) ] (KEpan-) .[ 
13 (U1tSp) opy(avou) KEAffiA 

14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 

(U1tSp) avo(pffiv) rEropyiou 'PalLllVa (Kai) ä1ta N06. 
O(UI) ~Evoueiou (Kai) 'Pa<; (Kai) KuplaKou 
(U1tSp) öpy(avou) äßß(a) 'AYEV[i]ou 
(U1tSp) avo(pffiv) A .. [ .. ]Q<; YE(ropyOU) 
(U1tSp) avo(pffiv) 'Pa aOEA<p( ou) 
(U1tSp) *yo(pffiv) Kup[l]aKou aOEA<p(oU) 

vo(1L iO'lLa La.) AO 
YQ(1L10'ILa'ta) S (KEpana) [ 
vO(lLiO'lLa'ta) e 
YO(lLlO'lLa) a 
vO(1L10'ILa'ta) KY 
vO(lLiO'lLa'ta) O'SE 

vO(lLiO'lLa'ta) Kc;' (KEpana) tU 

[vo(lLiO'lLa'ta)] E (KEpanov) 
q. 
vO(lLlO'lLa) a (KEpan-) .[ 

VO(lLiO'lLa'ta) E (KEpan-) [ 
[vo(lLl O'lLa)] q. 
vO(lLlO'lLa) a 
vO(lLlO'lLa) a 



20 
21 
22 
23 

Five Byzantine Papyri 

(li1tEp) uvo(pmv) D:ffip)'iou uj.l1t(doup)'ou) 
(li1tEp) uvo(pmv) , A8uvuO"iou aj.l1t(€AOUP)'OU) 
(li1tEp) avo(pmv) "QPQ[U] ~60"'tou 
[(i'i1tEp) av]o(pmv) traces 

3. K01VV Pap. 15. 'Pii 

V6(j.lLO"j.lU) U 
V6(j.lLO"j.lU) U 
V6(j.lLO"j.lU) U 
[V6(j.lLO"j.lU)] Cf, 

167 

Since (probably) the first line of the recto is for the major part lost, the purpose of 
these money-payments remains hidden. Several persons mentioned on the recto return 
on the verso . From the verso it seems to follow (cf. lines 15 ff.) that the payment made 
by (a) certain person(s) (and listed on the recto in line 7?) is split up. 

I. Only minute remains of this li ne are still visible. It may have begun with t IlEP[laIlO<;. At the end 
perhaps: Qß\QP (abbreviated or not ?) preceded by two letters descending below the line (e. g .• t, Il. P, 't, 1jI). 

5. 'Pallllvii: the proper name 'Pallllvii<; is not yet listed in the usual papyrological onomastica. 
8. P. Barison, Rieerehe sui monasteri dell'Egitto bizantino ed arabo secondo i doeumenti dei papiri greci, 

Aegyptus 18 (1938) 29ff. does not list a 1l0VacHllP10V iißßu "Qpou. I did not succeed in finding it in later 
published documents. 

9. O'UV'tEAEtU has in this context probably nothing to do with taxes (cf. J. Gascou, Les grands domaines, 
la eile et ['elal en Egyple byzanline, Travaux et Memoires 9 [1985] \3 ff.). It has here probably the meaning 
"Entlohnung für Arbeiter" (cf. F . Preisigke, WB n s. v. crUVtEAEtU 3). 

12. [6]p'[y(6.vou): also in lines \3 and 16. Cf. H. Cadell, Akten des XlII . Intern. Papyrologenkongresses, 
München 1974,67 f. (Münchener Beiträge zur Papyrus forschung etc. 66). 

13. No6 is a weil known proper name (cf. G . Heuser, Die Personennamen der Kopten , Leipzig 1929, 22, 
45, 55, 69). In the present text there is, however, an ink-trace after the 6 which may be a (deleted?) omikron. 

P.Lond . III 1087 
Hermopolis (?) 

3. List of Expenses 
18.3 x 15.3 cm. VI'h I vn'h century A. D. 

Tafel 19 

Rather regularly broken off at all sides. Approx. 2.5 - 3 cm. left free between this column and the preceding 
one. On the other side, also running along the fibres , remains of an account. 

- --- -- --_ ... _-- -- -- --
1 a<p' (<bv) 
2 (li1tEp) 06O"€ffi~ U J5:[U]VffiV~O(O~) (Kui) 1'] K€pa'tOv VO(j.llO"j.lU'tU) 9 
3 (li1tEp) nj.l(fj~) Kp(t)8(fj~) 'Avnv60u !,i(v.) (ap't.) P~€ VO(j.l iO"j.lu'tu) L1'] K(€panu) 

1']L 

4 (li1tEp) j.lt0"80u OLOtK(1']'tOU) v6(j.ltO"j.lu) U 
5 «(i1tEp) 'tou EKOiK(OU) 'Epj.loU 1t6A€(ffi~) VO(j.lLO"j.lU-) • K(€panu) Lß 
6 (Ö1tEp) j.lt0"80u YVffiO"'tfjpO~ (Kui) ß01']80u vO(j.liO"j.lu'tu) ß 
7 (Ö1tEp) VUUA(OU) 6j.loi(ffi~) 'tfj~ KWj.l1']~ v6(j.l LO"j.lU) U 
8 (Ö1tEp) 1tUPUAllPO~V'tffiV illU // K(€panu) tu 

9 (ti1tEp) nj.l(fj~) xup'tmv // K(epa'ttu) 1'] 
10 (Ö1tEp) nj.l(fj~) XUp'tUAUj.lffiV // K(epanu) 1'] 
11 (Ö1tEp) VUUA( ou) .. effiV BußeAcOv uV9pW(1tffiV) ß // K(epanu) e 
12 (Ö1tEp) 6j.loi(ffi~) 'Avnv60u // K(epanu) ß 
13 (Ö1tEp) VUUA(OU) KUj.l1']Ai('tou) (ap'tuß1']) Kp(t)9(fj~) 'Av-// K(epanu) tuL 

nv60u 
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14 
15 
16 
17 
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(U1tEp) IJ,tcr90ü uv9pro(1tmv) mcrnK(CÖV) BUßeAffiv 
(U1tEp) IJ,tcr90ü u1tatntoü // 
(U1tEp) EVOtK( ) 'EplJ,oÜ 1t6A(em<;) / / 
[ ]. ·XOt . . [IIJ 

v6(lJ,tcrlJ,u) U 
K(epana) ~ 
K(epana) y 
K(epanov) Cf. 

2. K[u]vovi1\(o~); KEpunov 15. 6.ltUl'tT]tOU 

Part of a list of expenses has been preserved. Traces of a preceding column are still 
visible (it may have contained a list of Ai]IJ,IJ,UtU). 

When no vOlJ,icrlJ,utu but only Kepana are handed out two small obliques indicate 
that no v61J,tcrlJ,u is paid (cf. P.Lond. IV index 6 a; CPR IX 45, 2 and elsewhere). In line 
5 the scribe wrote, however, vo( ) •. 

I. In front of u<p' (mv) a long curved oblique the meaning of which escapes me. J. M. Diethart proposes 
to read yi(VOV'tUI) u<p' (mv). 

2. The position of the numerals, in front instead of behind the substantives, is noteworthy. The substantive 

Kuvovi~ = "frame with parallel cross-ledges; door-frame" seems to appear here for the first time in the papyri. 
3. The barley seems to come from Antinoopolis. Cf. line 13. 
4. For the 1\IOIKT]tTt~, see J . Gascou, Travaux et Memoires 9 (1985) 29fT. and passim. 
5. For the eK1\IKo~, see P .Münch. III 78, 1 n . 

6. For the yvcoO'tTtP, see CPR V 26 (the "Skar-Codex"), 3 n .; P.Oxy. XL 2927, introduction. 
7. I do not know to which 61l0{( co~) in this line refers. 

8. ltupuA:rlpEco has the meaning "to talk nonsense, to rave"; .1.iu is in my opinion an accusativus relationis. 
Payment is made for people who "talk nonsense concerning Zeus". I have no idea what kind of people are 
meant and why they are paid 12 KepUtlu. I only noticed that the verb (ltUpU)AT]PECO is often used in connection 
with heretics (and, therefore, with heathens ?). 

10. XUP'tUA.UIlT]/ -1l0~/ -Ilov is a vax nihili. The scribe probably left a syllable out. One immediately thinks 
of XUpt<OK>UA.Ullrov (cf. A.lVOKUAUIlT] [for the 'ghost-word' VEIA.OKUA.UIlT], cf. K. A. Worp, Miscellanea 
Papyrologica, Firenze 1980, 367f. (Pap. Florent. 7). BpuoKUAUIlO~ cited in LJS from BGU III 890 I 20 has to 

be deleted, cf. BL I 441]). However, I would not know what that word would mean, since XUPtT]~ is not the 
papyrus-plant but the material made thereof (cf. N . Lewis, Papyrus in Classical Antiquily, Oxford 1974, 70 fT.) . 

J. M. Diethart draws my attention to XUptOA.UIlIOV in SB VIII 9754, 3 (A. D. 645) and refers to E. A. Sophocles, 
Lexican, s. v. AUlliu, A.UIlVU, A.Ullviov. 

11. .. ECOV: a reading ItA.ECOV (for ItAEÖVtCOV) is not totally to be excluded. The two persons rnay be travelling 
frorn or to Babyion (for the spelling BUßEAroV, cf. O.Mich. 1661. Also in line 14). Instead of uvBpro(ltcov) it is 
possible to resolve uvSp(O'J1t)co(v) (also in line 14). 

12. In front of 61l0i(co<;) VUUA.(ou) seems to have fallen out. 
15. For the UltUltT]tTtC;, see the study of B. Palme (MPER NS XX). 
16. EVOIK(): EVOIK«I)OA.6yOU), EVOlK(iou), EvoiK(OU, -cov) are possible solutions. 

P.Princ. inv. no. GD 9563 
Provenance unknown 

4. Order for Payment 
II x 9 crn. V'h / VI'h century A. D . 

With the exception of the right side rather regularly cut off at the other sides. Two horizontal folds are still 

visible. The tail of the sigma of .1.{1\ullo~ is prolonged for 2.8 crn. At the left side and at the bottorn approx. 3 
crn. have been left free. The other side is blank. 

1 -+ Ll{(lUIJ,O<; [N. N. 

2 1tupacrxou l:tAßuvi[> lJ,il,;ovt [U1tEP 
Kocriu<;] 

ollvupimv lJ,uptaou<; OlcrVAiu<; ÖKtU-
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3 tßöo~l1iKOV'tU, (yivoV'tm) (ÖllVUp{ffiV ~UptaÖE<;) ,ßffiOIl ~[ovu 
4 Kui 6~0{ffi<; 1tUpacrxou ~tA.ßa[ vq'> ~EiSOVt ll1ti;p ÖllVap{ffiV ~Uptaöu<; 
5 ÖK'tUKOcriu<; 'tpta[Kov]w, [(y{vovtat)] (ÖllVapiffiV ~UptaÖE<;) [rffiA. ~ovu 

2. j.!Ei~ovt 

The left part of an order for payment ofwhich numerous examples have come down 
to us has been preserved. The reason(s) for the payment has (have) been lost in li ne 2 
(and in line 4). At the end of lines 3 and 5 a date and a signature may have stood. At 
the end of line 4 probably a number of tenthousands. 

P.Princ. inv. no. GD 9562 
Provenance unknown 

5. Upper Part of a Communication 
21.5 x 9.2 cm. VI'h/VII'h century A. D. 

The text is only complete at the top and partly so at the left side. At the top approx. 2 cm. (in which -f') have 
been left free. On the other side, against the fibres, vague remains of what may have been a day to day account. 

1 -f? 
2 1tEp(i) 'tau avu<popuv YEvecr9m1tpo<; 'tov KUptOV ~OU 'tov ~EyaA.01tp(E1tecr'tU1:ov) 

Kui EVÖO~[ o'tu'tov KO~E't(l] 
3 1UO]Y ~[a9]Qcrtffi~evffiv öO~EcrnK&v Kai 't&v Ka't' AtYU1t'tav crH>anffin~[&v 

tay~a'tffiv ] 
4 19Q''tE ytyyrocrKEt[V] Ti 't&v nlY €VÖO~OV ~Eyu~[o]1tpe1ttav ffi[ ]ffipO [ . .' . . . 
5 ]~EVO [] 'tlj KUtU 'to IIllA.oumov ÖtaKEt~eV1J OUt~[EA.A.]a'ticp[vt 
6 lU a1t0l .J~EVO<; KUT' !;:UA.oylou öpl.lffil.lev[o]u a1to 1[ 
7 't]&y ÖtUCP[EpOVt]ffiV au[tq'> .. .JOU'tEJ 
8 ]<; öta[ ]<; crE [ ]'t1l m[ .... '. . . . . . . . . 

4. j.!&yUA[ 0 ]ltPEltEUIV 

This very mutilated and incomplete avacpopa contains neverthe1ess some interesting 
information. 

2-4. ltEp(i) 'tou ö.vmpopuv y&vEcr9ut ltpO~ - - - Ö)q't& 'Yt'YyrocrK&t[V] - - -: for this construction, see B. G. 
Mandilaras, The Verb in the Greek Non-Literary Papyri, Athens 1973, §§ 839 ff. (especially § 859). The same 
construction (ltEpi 'YPuj.!j.!u'tU 'YEVEcr9at ltPO~ - - - rocr't& ulnov ltupuAußiv) also in P.Mich. inv. no. 1936 (to be 
published by Traianos Gagos). 

2 - 3. Cf., e. g., SB I 5273, 2: <lJA(UOU[CQ) E[ucr]'toXiCQ 'ti[l j.!EyuAOltPElt&cr'tU'tCQ Kui Evllo~o'tu'tCQ KOj.!\'tl 'tmv 
Ku90crtOlj.!EVOlV lloj.!Ecr'ttKmv K'tA. 

3. 1l0J.l&cr'ttKmv: cf. S. Daris, lliessieo latino, Barcelona 1972, 41. J. Maspero, L'organisation militaire de 
/'Egypre byzantine, Paris 1912, teils us (p. 87) that a domestieus was the second in command of the dux but 
also (p. 106) that domestici were aides-de-camp of tribuni. 

cr'tpu'ttOl'tt~[mv 'tU'Yj.!U'tOlV: cf., e. g., G. Lefebvre, Reeueil des inscriplions grecques-ehrtitiennes d'Egyple, Le 
Caire 1907, no. 592: - - - 1:OU j.!&yUAOltp(&7t&cr'tu'tou) Kui ö.vllp(Eto'tu'tou) KOj.!t'tO~ - - - KUt 'tmv cr'tp(u'ttOl'ttKmv) 
'tU'Yj.!(l'tOlV 'tou 0T]ßatKOU Atj.!t'tOU - - - (cf. also P.Hamb. 11 168a, 8 - 9; III'd century B. C.). 'tu'Yj.!u is another 
ward for apt9j.!o~ (cf. J. Maspero, L'organisation militaire, 69, footnote 2). 
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5. No attestations later than the III'd century A. D. are listed in A. Calderini, S. Daris, Dizionario dei 
nomi geografici e topografici de/l'Egitlo greco-romano, Milano 1984, IV. 2, 121 for the village IIT]A.oUCHOV in 
the Themistos district of the Arsinoite norne and there can be no doubt that we are dealing with IIT]A.oUCHOV 
situated in the north-eastern part of the Delta (cf. Ca1derini, Daris, Dizionario IV. 2, 120; S. Timm, Das christlich
koptische ;{gYPlen in arabischer Zeit, Wiesbaden 1984, II 926 ff.). Pelusion was the gate-way to Egypt coming 
from the east and was strongly fortified against invaders from Asia (cf., e. g., its tenacious defense for one (or 
two?) month(s) against the invading Arabs in A. D. 640. Cf. A. J. Butler, The Arab Conquest of Egypl, Oxford 
19782, 209ff. A fortress at Pelusion is weIl attested (cf., e. g., Mohammed Abd EI-Maksoud and Jean-Yves 
Carrez-Maratray, Une inscriplion grecque de la fortresse de Nluse, CRIPEL 10 [1988] 97 ff. In the corres
pondance of Isidorus of Pelusion there is often a question of the military in Pelusion (cf., e. g., PG 78, I 40, 
78,167,326,327,484,490 etc. Cf. also PLREII p. 512: GIGANTIUS). However, with the exception ofNotitia 
Dignitatum Or. 28. 16 where equites stablesiani at Pelusion are mentioned the sources do not mention dissertis 
verbis military units at Pelusion. OUE~EA.A.(l ·ti(Ov = vexillatio (cf. Daris, 11 lessico latino, 81 and 83) is in the 
period to which the present papyrus has to be dated a cavalry unit. The OUE~EA.A.(l1;i(Ov mentioned in this line 
may, therefore, be identical with the above mentioned equites stablesiani (cf. M. P. SpeideI, Chiron 4 [1974] 
541 ff. = Roman Army Studies, Amsterdam 1984, 391 ff. [Mavors I]). 
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