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BJÖRN FORSEN 

A Rediscovered Dedication to Zeus Hypsistos * 
EM 3221 

(Tafel 3) 

So far 24 anatomical ex votoshave been reported as found or as supposedly originated 
from the sanctuary of Zeus Hypsistos on the Pnyx in Athensi. 

As early as 1803, George, Earl of Aberdeen, cleared away earth from around the 
bema on the Pnyx and in front of the great scarp to the east of the bema. He found ten 
marble plaques representing parts of the human body and bearing dedications to Zeus 
Hypsistos2

• These ten marble plaques were taken to England, where they were incorporated 
into the Elgin collection in the British Museum3

• In 1844, four similar votive offerings, 
which had been found on the north slope of the Acropolis, were taken to Berlin4

• 

In 1839, while clearing a shallow pit cut in the rock at the northwest corner of the 
bema on the Pnyx, K. S. Pittakes found fragments of two votive offerings of stone5, which 
probably had belonged to the sanctuary of Zeus Hypsistos. When E. Curtius investigated 
the site in 1862, he discovered two more fragments of marble reliefs representing parts 
of the human body, one of them with a fragmentary inscription of three lines which he 
read as: 

... O"J-lo ... 
[Ati 'Y'V ] iO"'t [Q.) 
EUJx,,6 

* I owe many thanks for the help I received from the staff of the Epigraphical Museum, especially from 
Dir. Dr. IIE1t1tU-deA~06~ou and Dr. Kupu1tu-MoAt1;UVI. I am also indebted to the Nordenskiöld-samfundet 
and the O. Öflundin Säätiö for giving me the support which made my stay in Athens possible. 

I In his catalogue over all published anatomical ex votos from Greece, F. T. van Straten, Gifts /or the 
Gods, in: Faith, Hope and Worship. Aspects 0/ Religious Mentality in the Ancient World, cd. by H. S. Versnel, 
Leiden 198 I, 1 17- I 19, enumerates only 20 anatomical ex votos from the sanctuary of Zeus Hypsistos. He does 
not include the four, which are only shortly mentioned by Pittakes and Curtius (see note 5 and 6), in the 
catalogue. 

2 E. Dodwell, A Classical and Topographical Tour through Greece I, London 1819,401-405. Altogether 
there were 12 marble pieces found, but only 10 represented parts of the human body. 

3 A. Smith, A Catalogue 0/ Sculpture in the Department o/Greek and Roman Antiquilies. British Museum 
I, London 1892, Nos. 799-808. See IG 112 4799-4807 for the inscribed ones. 

4 Königliche Museen zu Berlin. Beschreibung der antiken Skulpturen mit Ausschluß der Pergamenischen 
Fundstücke, Berlin 1891, Nr. 7l8-721. The inscriptions are published as IG 112 4808-4810; cf. E. Holländer, 
Plastik und Medizin, Stuttgart 1912,217; Fig. 126-128. These four Berlin plaques unfortunately got lost during 
World War 11. 

5 K. ~. IIlt'tUKT]<;, 'Ecp. 'APX. 1853, 774. No further description is given of these votive offerings. 
6 E. Curtius, Attische Studien 1. Pnyx und Stadtmauer, Göttingen 1862, 27. 
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Unfortunately, the later fate ofthe four fragmentary votive offerings found by Pittakes 
and Curtius is unknown. They seem to have been forgotten: the inscription mentioned 
by Curtius is not even included in IG 112

• 

Excavations in Athens during this century have brought to light another five ana
tomical ex votos to Zeus Hypsistos 7, but no answer has been offered to the question where 
the fragmentary votive offerings found by Pittakes and Curtius are nowadays. 

In 1976, a votive plaque to Zeus Hypsistos, showing female pudenda in relief and 
having the inscription [AtJi 'Y'l/lon!l Aacpvi~ I [Buh'iJv aVE9TJKB(V) was published in the 
catalogue of the Museum of Fine Arts in Boston8

• The plaque is recorded as having been 
bought in Athens in the year 1900. As the inscription is not the same as the one mentioned 
by Curtius, the plaque cannot be from his excavation. Furthermore, it seems unlikely 
that Pittakes would have left a neady complete inscription unmentioned. Thus the Boston 
fragment must be considered as having come either from some other excavation of the 
nineteenth century or as having been found by an antique dealer9

. 

Furthermore, there are at least 8 published anatomical ex votos in the museums of 
Athens, the origin of which is unclear lO

• One of these is EM 3221. On the photo of EM 
3221 published by Svoronos 11, one can discern traces of an inscription which was not 
reported by Svoronos. Upon studying the stone, it becomes apparent that the inscription 
is the same as the one read by Curtius. Consequently, EM 3221 can be ascertained as 
being one of the votive offerings Curtius found in 1862. 

EM 3221 is a marble relief, not a freestanding sculpture on a base as one could be led to 
believe by the photo published by Svoronosl 2

• The relief is of Pentelic marble, measuring 0.25 m. 

7 K. Kourouniotes, H. A. Thompson, The Pnyx in A/hens, Hesperia 1 (1932) 196, Fig. 59 and 198, Fig. 
60. The inscriptions are IG 112 4783 - 4784. H. A. Thompson, Pnyx and Thesmophorion, Hesperia 5 (1936) 
154-155, Fig. 4a - b. B. D. Meritt, Greek Inscrip/ions, Hesperia 29 (1960) 63, No. 107. Many altars and votive 
plaques not representing parts of the human body have also been found. For further references see A. Lajtar, 
An A/henian Vow /0 Zeus Hypsis/os, ZPE 70 (1987) 166, note 7. 

8 M. B. Comstock, C. C. Vermeule, Sculp/ure in Stone. The Greek, Roman and Etruscan Collections of 
the Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, Boston 1976, 146, No. 235. A correction of the inscription is offered by Lajtar 
(note 7) 165 - 166. 

9 In 1882-1883, the American J. M. Crow worked on the same site, however without finding any 
anatomical ex v%s. On the other hand, there is nothing to ensure us that the Boston plaque must have been 
found on the Pnyx. Marble from the Pnyx was apparently reused, at least in the Agora where the Berlin reliefs 
and some of those mentioned by Thompson and Meritt have been found. 

JO EM 2524, 2528 and 3221 published by I. N. ~ßop&vo~, To sv 'A{hjval~ 'EBvlI(oV Movadov, 'A8fjVUl 
1903, 672, 1tlv. 232, 1 and 673, 1tlv. 232, 11 and 1tlv. 233, 4. Akr. Mus. 3687 - 3690 and 4748, see H. Walter, 
Beschreibung der Reliefs im kleinen Akropolismuseum in Athen, Wien 1923, 109 - 110, NI. 239 - 243. F. T. van 
Straten, Gifts for the Gods (above note 1) enumerates four other pieces: Van Straten's No. 9.2. (NM 2277) is 
however according to II. KUCHpto)'tll~, F)"vtrni rou 'EBvlIcou Movaäov, 'A8fjvUt 1908, found in the Athenian 
Asklepieion, and No. 9.6. (EM 2527) is identical with IG 112 4765, which originates from the same place. Van 
Straten's No. 9.8. (NM 2680) is found at Kalamata and No. 9.7. (NM 2701) is probably not an anatomical 
ex voto at all. For further comments on the last three, see B. Forsen, E. Sironen, Zur Symbolik von dargestellten 
Händen, Arctos 23 (1989) 56f., 59f. und 62ff. 

11 ~ßop&vo~ (note 10) 1tlV. 233, 4. Another photo is published here with the courtesy of the Epigraphical 
Museum, plate 3. 

12 Van Straten (note 10) 119, No. 9.4. incorrectly describes EM 3221 as: Dorsal view of a male body, waist 
to mid-thigh, on a base. 
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in height, 0.12-0.13 m. in width, and has a total thickness of 0.11 m., the relief being 0.06 m. 
high. The stone is broken on its right side and in the lower left corner. The original width seems 
to have been ca. 0.16-0.18 m. 

The relief depicts the dorsal part of a male body, from just below the waist to mid-thigh. We 
know of three other similar dedications, two from the Athenian Asklepieion 13 and one of unknown 
originl4

. The high relief with its narrow background margin in EM 3221 is rather unusual for 
anatomical ex votos in relief. The nearest paralleis I know of are Akr. Mus. 368715 and EM 8414 16. 

The height of the letters in the first \ine varies between 0.013 and 0.016 m., in the second line 
between 0.01 and 0.011 m., and in the third line the letter 11 has a height of 0.013 m. The width of 
the letters varies between 0.013 and 0.018 m. in the first line, 0.009 and 0.014 m. in the second, 
and is 0.012 m. in the third. The letters are shallow, but neatly inscribed. The character of writing 
indicates a date at the end of the first century or in the second century A. D. 

Regarding the reading, I do not quite agree with Curtius's restoration. ~ti in the 
second line is possible, but in no way necessary. Many of the other anatomical ex votos 
to Zeus Hypsistos are, in fact, only dedicated to 'Y'Vicr'tQ?17. If we read ~ti in the second 
line, this would necessitate the contraction of the text at the beginning of this line, 
something that seems rather unlikely as the preserved part of the inscription is so neat 
and regular. 

As the dorsal part depicted in the relief is without doubt male, the dedicator must 
be regarded as a man l8

. If one expects the text in line one to begin and end at about the 
same pi ace as the second and the third !ines do, there would have been two letters before 
the cr~o and one after. In this case the last letter must have been a cr and the whole name 
could have been Kocrll0<;, 'Ptcrll0<; or ngcr~o<;19. Of these, KocrllO<; is the most common 
and therefore perhaps the one to be prefered. Thus the text on the stone would be as 
follows: 

[Ko]cr~o[<;] 

ry 'V] icr'tQ? 
[gu]xi] [V]20 

13 EM 8260 (IG H2 4518); Eßop&vo~ (note 10) 672, 1ltv. 232 III, 132p; IG H2 4503, originally published 
by E. A. KouJ.lavouöT]~, 'Emyparpai BI( rwv 7r6pi TO 'AO"KA1)mclov r67rlilV, 'A9i)vuwv 6 (1877) 375, No. 11, 
now probably lost. 

14 EM 2528 = Eßop&vo<; (note 10) 672, 1tlv. 232, 1. 
15 Walter (note 10) 109, Nr. 239 . 
16 IG H2 4517 = Eßop&vo~ (note 10) 1tlv. 233 III, 132g. 
17 See for example IG H2 4783, 4799 - 4801,4803, 4804, 4806 and 4809. See also Thompson (note 7) 1936, 

154-155, Fig. 4a and Meritt (note 7) 63, No 107. 
18 This is interesting for a sanctuary where the votaries predominantly seems to have been women, cf. T. 

Derda, A. Lajtar, An Athenian Inscription to Zeus Hypsistos Reconsidered, ZPE 70 (1987) 164. Until now we 
know of only one anatomical ex voto, IG If 4799, which has been dedicated by a man. On the other hand, 
the votive plaque IG n2 4798, the bust IG Ie 4737 and possibly also the small cylindrical altar published by 
B. D. Meritt, Greek Inscriptions, Hesperia 23 (1954) 256, No. 40 = SEG XIV 139 (a Hebrew name!) have been 
dedicated by men. 

19 These are the possibilities given by B. Hansen, F . Dornseiff, Rückläufiges Wörterbuch der griechischen 
Eigennamen, Berlin 1957, 264. 

20 Accusative is probably to be preferred here because of greater frequency. Nominative is very seldom 
used and does not for instance appear among the other known Athenian dedications to Zeus Hypsistos. For 
further references, see H. S. Versnel, Religious Mentality in Ancient Prayer, in: Faith. Hope (note 1) 45, note 
186. 
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What about the other three anatomical ex votos found by Pittakes and Curtius? 
According to Heydemann's catalogue over the marble sculptures and reliefs in Athens in 
the year 187421

, two votive reliefs depicting ears, later republished by Weinreich 191222, 

would have been found in the sanctuary of Zeus Hypsistos on the Pnyx. Unfortunatelly 
the present where-about of these reliefs, that most probably are identical with two of the 
three other anatomical ex votos mentioned by Pittakes and Curtius, is unknown. 

Universitas Helsingiensis 
Hallituskatu [[ - I3 
SF-OIOO He1sinki 10 

Björn FOTsen 

21 H. Heydemann, Die antiken Marmor-Bildwerke in der sog. Stoa des Hadrian, dem Windturm des An
dronikos, dem Wärterhäuschen auf der Akropolis und der Ephorie im Cultusministerium zu Athen, Berlin 1874, 
NT. 584 und 585. 

22 O. Weinreich, esoi emj/(ool, AM 37 (1912) 61, Anm. 3, NT. I, Abb. 8, und 61, Anm. 3, NT. 3. 



Tafel 3 

Zu Forsen, S. 9 ff. 




