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lOHN WHITEHORNE 

Papyri from the Michigan Collection * 
(Tafel 14-16) 

1. Petition to the Acting Strategus 
P.Mich. inv. 3267 

Bacchias 12.5 x 17.5 cm 205-214 (after 31 January or I February) 

Among the papyri purchased from the collection of Maurice Nahman in 1925 and 
given to the University of Michigan in October 1926 by Messrs O. and R. H. Webber of 
Detroit. 

A petition to the royal scribe and acting strategus Monimus Gemellus (here for the 
first time in the latter capacity) from Orsenuphis son of Sisois, about a burglary and theft 
by persons unknown. The back is blank. 

The first 14 lines of the text are complete but the foot of the papyrus, which was 
repaired in modern times with three unrelated scraps in different third century hands, is 
broken from left to right and is very fragmentary. The bottom part of the wide right 
hand margin continues for some 2 cm be10w where the writing breaks off but shows no 
further traces of ink. Although this makes it appear that only one or two lines might be 
missing from the foot of the petition, it is much more likely that the c10sing lines which 
we expect in this type of document, giving the date of the petition, did not extend as far 
to the right as the body of the text. Consequently they have left no trace at the right 
hand edge of the papyrus. 

A list of petitions of the Roman and Byzantine periods relating to theft is given by 
A. Lukaszewicz, JJP 19 (1983) 112-119; recent addenda are P.Oxy. XLIX 3467 (A. D. 
98), P.Münch. III 73 (A. D. 150) and 74 (A. D. 158), P.Oxy. L 3561 (A. D. 165), BGU 
XV 2461 (A. D. 174) and 2459 = P.Turner 42 (A. D. iii), P. Harris II 200 (A. D. 236), 
and P.Oxy. L 3586 (A. D. v). 

1 MoviJlQl rEJlEAAQl ßUO'(tAtKCP) YP(uJlJlu'td) 'Apcrt(voiwu) 
2 'Hp(UKAEiSOU) JlEpiS(oe;) StaSq(OJlEVQl) (Kui) 'tT]V 
3 O''tp(U'tlniuv) 'tfje; uu'tfje; JlEpiS(oe;) 
4 1tupa 'OPO'EVU<pEffie; LtO'OtWe; 
5 U1tO KWJlT]e; BUKXtaSOe;. 
6 vUK'ti 'tl) <pEPOUO'lJ Eie; 'tT]V C; 

7 'tou övwe; JlT]VOe; MEXEip E1tEA-
8 90V'tEe; ttVEe; AlJO''tptKcp 
9 W01tQl E~ U1tEpßU'trov Sta 

• I am most grateful to Professor L. Koenen who offered me these texts for publication. 
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10 -d'j<; aUA:i'j<;, Bi<; ilv oiKID 
11 oiJ5:tav EV 'tij 1tPOKI:11lf:VlJ 
12 KWlllJ, Kai \)1tffipU~av't?<; 
13 'tT]V oiKiav Eßacr'tacray . 
14 1t!lv'ta 'tU EY au'tij U1tOKI:tIlI:-
15 va. [öel:]Y E1t18i8ffilll au'to 
16 10~'tO <p[a]vI:PQ[v 1t]Olepy [ 
17 ~p'[o<; 'to] . .c ]eQv 8 .c .. .191 
18 ] . .c IlEV ]I.'l v 11[01 'tov 
19 AOyov ] .c 

4. 'Opcrevou<jn;roc;, ~lcrO;:'WC; 12. ii1topu~(Ivtec; 

"To Monimus Gemellus, royal scribe of the Heracleides' meris of the Arsinoite, 
acting also in the strategia of the same norne, from Orsenuphis son of Sisois from the 
village of Bacchias. On the night before the 6th of the present month of Mecheir unknown 
persons, having made a thievish incursion from a point where ingress was possible via 
the court yard into the house I inhabit in the aforementioned village and having undermined 
the house, carried off all the goods stored therein. Wherefore I submit this petition, 
making this matter known to you so that ... [and the guilty] be held accountable to me 

,. 

1 This is the first attestation of Monimus Gemellus as acting strategus. The form of address indicates that 
he is an interim strategus, pending the appointment of a new strategus by the prefect, and not a temporary 
substitute: see M. H. Eliassen-de Kat, Actes XVe Congres Int. Pap. IV 116-123. Gemellus is known as royal 
scribe of the Heracleides' meris from 28 August 207 to 27 October 212, and the termini for his tenure of the 
office are currently November 204 and lanuaryj February 215: see G. Bastianini and l. Whitehorne, Strateg; 
and Royal Scribes of Roman Egypt, Firenze 1987, 125. Of these dates we may exclude Mecheir 208 and 210-
212 since strategi-in-office are known fOT these times. Of the remainder (Mecheir 205-207, 209, 213- 214), 
the most likely may be 206 since this is perhaps the year when Hierax, strategus of the merides of Themistes 
and Polemon, is also found serving as interim strategus of the Heracleides' meris: see Bastianini, Whitehorne, 
Strateg; and Royal Scribes, 36. 

4 'Opcrevu<jJEroc; ~tcr6ItOC;. Names found only in Bacchias, Karanis and Theadelphia (it is perhaps doubtful 
whether P.Münch. 111 146, where 'Opcrevoü<jJlC; also occurs, is from Soknopaeou Nesus like the document on 
the back (P.Münch. 147): see ed. pr., introd., p. 189). The petitioner may be related to the Sisois son of 
Orsenuphis attested as priest ofSoknobraisis at Bacchias between 171 and 204 (P.Bacch., passim), or a descendant 
of the Orsenuphis son of Orsenuphis and grandson of Sisois in P.Münch. III 136. 1- 2 (early ii A. D.), also 
from the village. 

9 e~ t')1tep~u,&v. Cf. P.Ryl. TI 138. 16 and n . 
15-16 For the formula cf. BGU I 275 . 14-16, P.Lund 13. 19-23, P.Tebt. 11 333.12-14, SB VI 9203 . 15-

20, all of this period . 
16 There is a large blot ofink at the line end. It is unc1ear whether crOI was written, as in P.Tebt. II 333. 12, 

or omitted, as in SB VI 9203. 16. 
17 j . 1 Perhaps jET[. The letters are so cursive1y made in this part of the text that, without a context, 

any transcription is little more than guesswork. 
j9Qv. It is clear that there was another phrase in this line which is not present in the paralleis. Perhaps 

~0l]]9Qv, as part of arequest that an investigation be made by one of the assistants of the strategus. 
18 The expected continuation is 1tPOC; ,0 f.lEVEIV f.l0l ,OV A6yov 1tPOC; ,OUC; <jJUVl]crOf.lEVOUC; ut-riouC;: cf. 

P.Tebt. 11 333.13-15, SB VI 9203.16-19, and see Mitteis, Grundzüge, 33. 



Philadelphia 

Papyri from the Michigan Collection 

2. Sale of Two Cows 
P.Mich. inv. 1349 

7.0 x 29.5 cm 

187 

June-August 225 

Among the papyri purchased by the University of Michigan from Maurice Nahman 
in 1923. 

Aurelius Sarapion of Karanis acknowledges the sale of two cows to Aurelius Am
monaspasis (the name is apparently new) of Philadelphia. The back is blank. 

About three lines have been stripped off the surface of this papyrus where the price 
would have stood. Other examples of cattle sales (see most recently P.Rainer Cent. 62, 
Table II; add P.Köln 155 (238-244 ?), where known prices are also listed) show a wide 
range of prices (obviously depending upon the condition and age of the animals) but it 
is perhaps worth noting that in SB XII 11152, which comes from Theadelphia and is also 
da ted to A. D. 225, the price of a single cow is given as 300 drachmas. 

1 E'WUt; 'tq~p'tou Ai':)'~<;>~[p(hopot;] 
2 Kuicrupot; MapKou AUp[TjAiou] 
3 ~EOUijpOU 'AAEsavöp<;>[u EUcrEßOUt;] 
4 EU'tuxout; ~EßUO"tOU ;;:[ 
5 Ö~OAOYEl AUpijAtot; ~up~[reiffiv - ] 
6 'tOt; ~Tj't(pOt;) TuopcrEv06<pl[0t; areo] 
7 Kupuviöot; rot; (E'tCOV) A~ O~[AT] KVTj-] 
8 ~iep aplcr'tEP0 AUP1][Aiep 'A~~ffi-] 
9 vacrreum areo Kffi~( Tjt;) <PlA[ UÖEA<pEiUt;] 

10 re;;:1):pUKEVE T0 'A~I:l[ffivacrreum 'tov] 
11 Ö~OAOYOUV'ta: ~UP~1):l[ffivu 'tal 
12 ureapxov'ta ~Ol ßffil[Ka K'tijVTj] 
13 860, ~lCit; ~sv 'tuupi[uv reuppo-] 
14 XPOUV Kui rUt; gA.A.Tjt; T[uupiuv] 
15 [ - Xpo]\)y ~~t ~1):EX[El 'tT]V n~T]v] 

c. 3 lines missing 

19 L .. ] . .E 
20 vou. reEpt [ös 'Wu 'tuu-] 
21 'tu öpElCö[t; KUACöt; reErepCix-] 
22 Elm Ere;;:p[ffi'tTjEl(Eit;) ro~OA(OYTjcrEV). Aupij-] 
23 Atot; 7!)pOt; [areo Kffi~(Tjt;) <DlAU-] 
24 ÖEA<pEiUt; Ey[pU\jlU uresp uu'tou] 
25 aypu~~a't<;>tu ov'Wt;.] 

10. 1I:E1I:PUKEVat 12. ßOElK(l 13. 'tUupEiuv 

"Fourth year of Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander Pius Felix 
Augustus, ... Aurelius Sarapion son of ... whose mother is Taorsenouphis from Karanis, 
ab out 36 years old, with a sc ar on his left leg, acknowledges to Aurelius Ammonaspasis 
from the village of Philadelphia that Sarapion, the party making the agreement, has sold 
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to Ammonaspasis the two cows which belong to me (sie), the hide of one (red ?)-coloured, 
and the hide of the other ... -coloured. And he has received the price ... (line 20) and in 
response to the formal question whether this sale has been made in the right and proper 
manner, he has agreed. I, Aurelius Rorus, from the village of Philadelphia wrote on his 
behalf as he is illiterate." 

4 Ii[ Although broken e: is sure. Read therefore 'J;:[7tetcp or ~[7tayoJltvwv, followed by the number of the 
day. A survey of the other cattle sales shows that cattle sales were not confined to any particular season of the 
year. BGU III 986 and P.Merton II 86 attest sales in Epeiph. 

7 - 8 UV'ttKV1]Jltq> is also possible as a supplement. 
8 - 9 'AJlJlw]vQcr7tacrt. Although not otherwise attested by F. Preisigke, Namenbuch , or D. Foraboschi, 

Onomasticon Alterum Papyrologicum, the name - a combination of 'AJlJlwvä~ and rräcrl~ - seems to be 
secured by the occurrence of its initialletters ' AJlJ,l[, at the point in line 10 where the buyer's name is expected, 
and by the fact that there is insufficient space at the end of line 8 to allow a double name of the Ö Kai type. 

12 JlOt. In error from the subjective cheirograph form. 
13 'tUup'~[av. 'tUUpt[KOV is exc1uded by the feminine forms JlläC; and 'tTi~ iiA,A.1]~. 
7tUppO]XPOIlV. Exempli gratia; this is the usual colour for cattle: see P.Köln I 55. 5 - 6 n. Other colours of 

this type which are mentioned are a!JlOXPwJlO~, crl'tOXPOO~, U1tOXPWJlO~, and cpllp6XPwJlo~ (on its meaning, 
"dirty-coloured", see P.Abinn. 60. 8 n.), as weil as black, white, and 1totKiA.o~. 

20 ]vou. Probably the end of the ße:ßaiwcrt~ formula; cf. P.Mich. IX 553. 2- 3: ['di~ ße:ßaHücre:w~ E~aKo
A.oue06cr1]~ JlOt u1t]6 1tav't6~ 'tou E1tEA.ellcro[JlEVOIl. 

Oxyrhynchus 

3. Acknowledgement of Sale and Literary Exercise 
P.Mich. inv. 1954 

19.0 x 20.0 cm Later third century 

Acquired by purehase in November 1924. On the front of this papyrus is an ac
knowledgement of the sale by Aurelius Demetrius to the Aurelii Serenus and Seuthes, 
also of Oxyrhynchus, of a house in the village of the Syrians in the Western Toparchy, 
which belongs to his daughter Aurelia Demetria alias Taamois. The document bears no 
date, but the hand is a typical third century hand and is likely to be later rather than 
earlier in the century. 

For paralleis for this type of document see O. Montevecchi, La Papirologia, 210, 
now updated in P.Vindob.Tandem 24, pp. 158-159 (add P.Mich. XIII 665 + J. Gascou, 
CRIPEL 7 [1985] 129-135, and P.Oxy. XLIX 3498). 

On the back, written along the fibres in the upper left hand corner is what appears 
to be a literary exercise. Two groups of four and five lines present aseries of phrases, 
some apparently complete (lines 2-5), whose subject matter appears to be the coming 
of spring. There is evidence of Epic or dialectal forms (Xll!8ptvi)V, 1; lJ<PT]v?, 4; dative 
plural in -otO'\, 9; dapwr;c;, 10) and of a loose metrical schema, which is choriambic or 
possibly dactylo-epitrite (cf. line 8). If they are to be read consecutively (something which 
is possible but not certain), the lines might be construed as a popular lyric of a type 
similar to D. L. Page, Gr. Lit. Pap., 97, 98 and 100. Between the two groups is a mark 
of numeration (?) in the same hand. 

The hand is an irregular medium-sized capital, roughly bilinear and sloping slightly 
towards the right. Somewhat comparable is R. Seider, Paläographie der griech. Papyri 
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II, 48, except that I would date this example later, say to the end of the third or beginning 
of the fourth century. There are no marks of punctuation, but a number of the lines are 
finished with oblique or horizontal dashes (lines 2-4; 5 and 8). 

Front: --+ 

1 AUpijAtO<; ~TH,lij'tPtQ<; A~[pT]]/...iQl? "A~~rovo<; 1lT]'tpo<; ~!06~T][<; ano 'tfj<; 'O~u-
punenrov no/...(ecO<;)] 

2 AUpT]/...iol<; ~epijVQl Kat ~eU913 ull<PO'tZP01<; ~apaniho<; 1:l1J[ 'tpo<; N. ano 'tfj<;] 
3 aU'tfj<; nOAero<;, xaipetV. OI:lQAOYro nenpaKZvat Ü~[iv otKaHrot n~Y1[i] 
4 uno 'toi5 vi5v d<; 'tov ud Xpovov nlv 6mlPxouO'av 'tij el?YWWi [~]ou 
5 ~T]~T]'tpi<~ 'tij Kai Ta~IlO~~t SK 1lT]'tI,lQ<; Ta~~oi:'to<; U1):Q 't~<; a[u't]fj<; nO/...eQ)<; [oü-] 
6 0'13 ~Ot 6noXetpi~ Ka'ta 'tou<; 'Prollairov vo~ou<; sv Kmll13 ~uprov 't~<; /:v[t-] . 
7 ßo<; 'tonapxda<; 'toi5 alJ'toi5 'O~upunehou sv 'toi<; uva IlzO'ov ~Zpe[ crt 'tfj<;] 
8 KmllT]<; oiKiav Kai aU/...T]v Kai 'ta 'tau'tT]<; XPT]O''tijpta no.v'ta, ,,<; Y9!['tO-] 
9 Ve<; vo'tou npO'tepOV 'Pro~aiou, ßoppu OT]lloO'ia pUllT] ~e9' tjv Lito<; ~9I,lOV, 

10 UnT]Atm'tou fX ~sv 'toi5 uno ßoppu IlZpou<; O'uvooo<; wi5 auwi5 tepoi5 SK o[s] 
11 'toi5 ano vo'tou TaO'eiho<; Kat ~e'tOXrov, /...tßo<; E~Oi5, 'tel~fj<; 'tfj<; [aN['tfj<;] 
12 oiKia<; Kai au/...fj<; apYl?l,liou ~eß~O'wO [Vo~H9"[lla]w<; QI,l~X[~&v - Xt-] 
13 /...irov äO'nep aU'toEh Ü?[<; n~]1)Y [napa] ~~rov Ql:loiro[~ an8crxov ota] 
14 XetpO<; SK 1):I:vTJPou<; Kat [€ne]pro'tT]gei<; 6<p' 6~rov S~ O/...OK/...[ijpOU ~e] 
15 TJPT]9~fj<!9at ro~o;:QYT]O'a, 1):1,l0<; 'to ano 'toi5 vi5v Kpa'tl':i[ v u~u<; Kai] 
16 KUpteUetV O'uv SKYOVot<; Kai 'to't<; nap' u~rov ~e'ta/...T]~'V[oIlZVot<; 'tfj<;] 
17 au'tfjs OiKta<; Kat au/...fj<; Kai xpu<!9at Kat otO![K]dv Kat Snt'te/...et'V 1):[ept au'ti'j<;] 
18 ro<; Mv afpfjO'ge aVe~nooiO''tro<;, ~[T]oe]~ia<; ~ot ~T]o$ [äA/...Ql unsp S-] 
19 ~oi5 ~T]OeV! E1):t 'tUU['t]T]V E<pOOOU J5.'[a]w[/...ehnOIlZVT]<;, tj[V]1):~1,l W! ~-
20 no.vayxe<; napz~eO'9at ßeßaiav ou~ 1):~v'to<; unQ no.v'trov miO'13 ßeßa!-
21 mO'et 'Kai Ka9apav uno 'te anoypa<pfj<; avoprov Kai yeropyia<; ßacrtAet-
22 Kfj<; Kat OUcrt~Kfj<; yfj<; Kat nav'to<; doous Kai Ö<pet/...fj<; no.O'T]<; Kat Kaw-
23 xfj<; n~ywia<; Kat ano nay~o<; ounvoO'oi5v äA/...OU Kat no.V'ta 'toy Ka-
24 9' ovoT]no'toi5v 'tponov sne/...~uO'o~evov ij s~nOtT]O'o~Evov ano-
25 O''tijcrtv 1tapaxpfjl:l~ wis iStQls ~Ol? Sanav1wacrt Ka9&nep f:K 8iKT]<;. 
26 naprov oe eyc.O 6 'tfj<; ~'1·Il"'t'pia.<; 'tfj<; Kai TaaIl6i:'to<; aVT]p A[Öp]1it.:tO<; 
27 MZAa<; Mz/...avo<; ßOU/...EU'tT]<; 1fj<; aU'tfj<; nOAEro<; EUOOKro 'tijOE 'tij np[a-] 
28 O'Et. Kupia Tj npucrt<; 'tP1O'O'~ y[pa<peTIO'a tjvnEp OnT]ViKa ~av atpfj0'9E 
29 ÖT]lloO'!mO'e'te ota ~oi5 J5.'[a'ta/...oyd]Qu, ou npoO'QEo~EVot I!E'ta/...ij~'Ve-
30 ro<; ij ~t)QQ[KTJO'Ero<; E'ttpa<; I!0U öUl 'to sV'tEi5gev EUOOKdv, K]~t 1):~Pt 190 öp9ro<; 
31 [Ka/...ro<; nenpux9at snEpro'tT]9d<; uno 0'01'5 rol!oA6YT]O'a] 

3 Ü~IV 4 üTtapxouoav 6 Ü1t0X€lpta 7 'to1tapxia~ 11 n~ii~ 16 €KYovro~ overwriUen as €KYOVOl~, ü~rov 

21 ßaOlA.1Kii~ 25 U1tOO'tT]O€IV 

"Aurelius Demetrius son of Aurelius Ammon, his mother being Didyme, from the 
city of the Oxyrhynchites, to the Aurelii Serenus and Seuthes, both sons of Sarapas, their 
mother being ~, from the same city, greetings. I acknowledge that I have sold to you 
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with every right from henceforth for all time the house and court yard and all its appur
tenances belonging to my daughter Aurelia Demetria alias Taamois, her mother being 
Taamois, from the same city, who is under my power in accordance with the laws of the 
Romans, in the village of the Syrians in the Western Toparchy of the same Oxyrhynchite 
in the middle part of the same village, of which the neighbours are: on the south, the 
property formerly of Romaeus; on the north, a public street beside which is the temple 
of Zeus; on the east, in the northern part, a meeting house of the same temple, and in 
the southern part the property of Taseus and her co-owners; on the west, property of 
mine, at a price for the same house and court yard of n thousand drachmas of Imperial 
silver, whieh likewise I have forthwith received from you as payment from hand to hand 
in fuH, and in response to the formal question by you I have agreed that I have had 
counted out the money in full, so that from now on you with all your descendants and 
successors may have possession and ownership of the same house and eourtyard, and 
use, deal with, and act concerning it however you may choose without impediment, no 
right of proceeding against it remaining to me or anyone else on my behalf. And I shall 
neeessarily deliver it over guaranteed in perpetuity against alJ claims with every guarantee 
and free from liability for personal service and cultivation of royal and domain land and 
from every impost and every debt and every sort of lien and from everything else what
soever. And every person, who in any manner whatsoever shaIl proceed against or make 
a claim upon you, I shall at onee repel at my own expense as if in eonsequence of a legal 
decision. I, Aurelius Melas son of Melas, councillor of the same city, the husband of 
Demetria alias Taamois, being present consent to this sale. The sale is valid, being written 
in three copies, and whenever you choose you may publicly register it through the record 
office, without requiring any further concurrence or consent from me by virtue of my 
consent herein. And in response to the formal question whether this sale has been made 
in the right and proper manner, I have agreed." 

I The spacing seems to be insufficient to allow the title " AIlI.mpa Klli Alllmpo'tIl1:Tj, unless in a very 
abbreviated form. As this form of titulature was normally used after 272 (see D. Hagedorn, ZPE 12 [1973] 
277-292), this may indicate a somewhat earlier date for the present text. 

1-2 As far as I am able to ascertain, none of the parties to the sale is known from elsewhere. 
6 U1t0XElplll. For the exercise of patria potestas in Roman Egypt, see R. Taubenschlag, ZSS 37 (1916) 

177-230, N. Lewis, RIDA 17 (1970) 251-258. 
9 This is the first evidence of atempIe of Zeus in the village of the Syrians; it is not otherwise attested in 

the references given by P. Pruneti, I cen/,.i abilaI!, Firenze 1981,186, or G. Ronchi, Lexicon Theonymon, Milano 
1974ff. s. V. ZEU~. 

26-27 Auf. Melas son of Melas is not in the list of bouleutae given in A. K. Bowman, TOWl1 Councils, 

Toronto 1971, Appendix 1. He may be identifiable with the Auf. Me1as son of Melas, who was one of the 
members of the board of the phylarchy in Oxyrhynchus in A. D. 285: P.Oxy. XLVI 3295. 1-5. 

29 For the supplement cf. P.Oxy. IX 1208.25. 
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hTJcrAwKo'ta'tTJ<; 
] ,e<pawo'ta'tll<; 
]OUcrTJAtOU/ 
]€PIlOtcrl1t°P°<; 

]ocr€ta pt Vll <;/ 

l;K hfj<; AWKO'tU'tll<; 
i]]öi: <patO{ 0 }'tu'tTJ<; 
<pu]ou<; T]Aiou 
8]tPIlOtcrt 1tOpo<; 
uA]6<; daptvfj<; 

First letter perhaps 0; before Q~ the cross bar of 1t or t, with space for another letter. 
2 "After the winter", sc. roPllv? 
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3 "Heed the season of the earth", or perhaps "of Ge", writing ni~ here and 'H",iou in line 8. 
4 T)cpi)v for acpi)v? " the fact it brings its lighting?" The form is not otherwise attested, but seems to make 

sense in the context of spring's return. 
S Written in fainter ink, but possibly by the same hand. 
6 ff. Supplements exempli gratia: "after the very white and grey land, by the warmth of the sun 's light 

there comes the passage ofthe spring sea". After winter, when the land is bare or covered with snow, the return 
of spring brings the opening of the sailing season. I owe these suggestions to T. Gagos, whom I thank for 
discussing these lines with me. 
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Whitehorne, Nr. 3 (front) 


