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JoHN WHITEHORNE

Papyri from the Michigan Collection*
(Tafel 14—16)

1. Petition to the Acting Strategus
P.Mich. inv. 3267

Bacchias 12.5 x 17.5cm  205—214 (after 31 January or 1 February)

Among the papyri purchased from the collection of Maurice Nahman in 1925 and
given to the University of Michigan in October 1926 by Messrs O. and R. H. Webber of
Detroit.

A petition to the royal scribe and acting strategus Monimus Gemellus (here for the
first time in the latter capacity) from Orsenuphis son of Sisois, about a burglary and theft
by persons unknown. The back is blank.

The first 14 lines of the text are complete but the foot of the papyrus, which was
repaired in modern times with three unrelated scraps in different third century hands, is
broken from left to right and is very fragmentary. The bottom part of the wide right
hand margin continues for some 2 cm below where the writing breaks off but shows no
further traces of ink. Although this makes it appear that only one or two lines might be
missing from the foot of the petition, it is much more likely that the closing lines which
we expect in this type of document, giving the date of the petition, did not extend as far
to the right as the body of the text. Consequently they have left no trace at the right
hand edge of the papyrus.

A list of petitions of the Roman and Byzantine periods relating to theft is given by
A. Lukaszewicz, JJP 19 (1983) 112—119; recent addenda are P.Oxy. XLIX 3467 (A.D.
98), P.Minch. III73 (A.D. 150) and 74 (A.D. 158), P.Oxy. L 3561 (A.D. 165), BGU
XV 2461 (A.D. 174) and 2459 = P.Turner 42 (A.D. iii), P. Harris II 200 (A. D. 236),
and P.Oxy. L 3586 (A.D. v).

Movipe I'epérdo Bac(iiikd) yp(appotel) "Apoi(voitov)
‘Hp(axAeidov) pepid(og) Sradey(opéve) (kat) thv
otp(atnyiov) 1fig adtfic pepid(og)

napa "Opoevipens Z1001T0G

amd kodung Boxyiadog.

vukti tf] pepovon eig v ¢

T00 Ovtog punvog Meyeip éneh-

06vteg TIVEG ANOTPLKE

Tpom € OnepPatdv o1d

—

O 00 1N L LN

* I am most grateful to Professor L. Koenen who offered me these texts for publication.
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10 TG adriig, €ig fijv olk®

1 oilkiav &v tf] mpokepévy

12 KOpT, Kol dropuavieg

13 v oikiav épaotacay

14 navta Ta &y avti] droxeipe-

15 va. [60g]ly mdidout adto

16 Tobto o[alvepd[v mlowdy [

17 wplogtd] . [ 10ovd [, Je
18 1..[  névlewv pfot tov
19 Aoyov 1.0

4. *Opoevodpeng, Ziooitog 12. HmopvEavieg

“To Monimus Gemellus, royal scribe of the Heracleides’ meris of the Arsinoite,
acting also in the strategia of the same nome, from Orsenuphis son of Sisois from the
village of Bacchias. On the night before the 6th of the present month of Mecheir unknown
persons, having made a thievish incursion from a point where ingress was possible via
the courtyard into the house I inhabit in the aforementioned village and having undermined
the house, carried off all the goods stored therein. Wherefore I submit this petition,
making this matter known to you so that ... [and the guilty] be held accountable to me

EE)

1 This is the first attestation of Monimus Gemellus as acting strategus. The form of address indicates that
he is an interim strategus, pending the appointment of a new strategus by the prefect, and not a temporary
substitute: see M. H. Eliassen-de Kat, Actes XVe Congrés Int. Pap. IV 116—123. Gemellus is known as royal
scribe of the Heracleides’ meris from 28 August 207 to 27 October 212, and the termini for his tenure of the
office are currently November 204 and January/February 215: see G. Bastianini and J. Whitehorne, Strategi
and Royal Scribes of Roman Egypt, Firenze 1987, 125. Of these dates we may exclude Mecheir 208 and 210—
212 since strategi-in-office are known for these times. Of the remainder (Mecheir 205—207, 209, 213—214),
the most likely may be 206 since this is perhaps the year when Hierax, strategus of the merides of Themistes
and Polemon, is also found serving as interim strategus of the Heracleides’ meris: see Bastianini, Whitehorne,
Strategi and Royal Scribes, 36.

4 *Opoevipeng Zicoitog. Names found only in Bacchias, Karanis and Theadelphia (it is perhaps doubtful
whether P.Miinch. III 146, where *Opoevotgig also occurs, is from Soknopaeou Nesus like the document on
the back (P.Miinch. 147): see ed. pr., introd., p. 189). The petitioner may be related to the Sisois son of
Orsenuphis attested as priest of Soknobraisis at Bacchias between 171 and 204 (P.Bacch., passim), or a descendant
of the Orsenuphis son of Orsenuphis and grandson of Sisois in P.Miinch. IIT1136.1-—2 (early ii A.D.), also
from the village.

9 &€ OmepPatdv. Cf. P.Ryl. 11138.16 and n.

15—16 For the formula cf. BGU1275. 14—16, P.Lund 13. 19—23, P.Tebt. I1 333. 12—14, SB VI 9203. 15—
20, all of this period.

16 There is a large blot of ink at the line end. It is unclear whether oot was written, as in P.Tebt, IT333. 12,
or omitted, as in SB VI 9203. 16.

17 1. [. Perhaps Jet[. The letters are so cursively made in this part of the text that, without a context,
any transcription is little more than guesswork.

10ov. It is clear that there was another phrase in this line which is not present in the parallels. Perhaps
Bon]09v, as part of a request that an investigation be made by one of the assistants of the strategus.

18 The expected continuation is mpdg td pévery por TOv Adyov mpdg tobvg eavnoopévous aitiovg: cf.
P.Tebt. IT 333.13—15, SB VI9203.16—19, and see Mitteis, Grundziige, 33.
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2. Sale of Two Cows
P.Mich. inv. 1349

Philadelphia 7.0 x 29.5 cm June—August 225

Among the papyri purchased by the University of Michigan from Maurice Nahman
in 1923.

Aurelius Sarapion of Karanis acknowledges the sale of two cows to Aurelius Am-
monaspasis (the name is apparently new) of Philadelphia. The back is blank.

About three lines have been stripped off the surface of this papyrus where the price
would have stood. Other examples of cattle sales (see most recently P.Rainer Cent. 62,
Table II; add P.K&ln 155 (238—2447), where known prices are also listed) show a wide
range of prices (obviously depending upon the condition and age of the animals) but it
is perhaps worth noting that in SB XII 11152, which comes from Theadelphia and is also
dated to A.D. 225, the price of a single cow is given as 300 drachmas.

1 £toug teTdptTov AvTok[patopog]

2 Kaicapog Mdapkov Avp[nAiiov]

3 Zeovnipov "AleEavipo[v Edcefoic]

4 Ebdtuyotg Zefactob g

5 oporoyel Avpniiiog Zope[niov — ]

6 10G uNT(pog) Taopoevovgi[og Gmo]

7 Kapovidog dg (2T®dV) Ag oO[AN kvn-]

8 pio dprotepd Adpn[Aio "Appe-]

9 vaoract and kop(ng) Ori[adehosiog]
10 nenpokéve 1@ "Applovicrnact Tov]
11 dporoyodvra Zapari[ova td]

12 APy ovTa pot Por[kd kthvn]

13 dvo, pidg pév tavpifav muppo-]

14 xpovv kai g dGAANG T[avpiav]

15 [ — ypoloy kei dméy[et v Tpfv]

c. 3 lines missing
19 L..1.1
20 vou. Ttepi [6€ Tob tav-]
21 ta OpOD[c kaAdg mempdy -]
22 Oar éneplotn0(eic) dpoA(dynoev). Adpn-]
23 Mog "Qpoc [4ro xdp(ng) Drioe-]
24 deroeiag Ey[paya Onep adTov)
25 dypappdtolv dvrog.]

10. menpaxévor 12, Boewka 13. tovpeiav

“Fourth year of Imperator Caesar Marcus Aurelius Severus Alexander Pius Felix
Augustus, ... Aurelius Sarapion son of ... whose mother is Taorsenouphis from Karanis,
about 36 years old, with a scar on his left leg, acknowledges to Aurelius Ammonaspasis
from the village of Philadelphia that Sarapion, the party making the agreement, has sold
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to Ammonaspasis the two cows which belong to me (sic), the hide of one (red ?)-coloured,
and the hide of the other ...-coloured. And he has received the price ... (line 20) and in
response to the formal question whether this sale has been made in the right and proper
manner, he has agreed. I, Aurelius Horus, from the village of Philadelphia wrote on his
behalf as he is illiterate.”

4 ¢[ Although broken ¢ is sure. Read therefore "E[neig or é[rnayopévov, followed by the number of the
day. A survey of the other cattle sales shows that cattle sales were not confined to any particular season of the
year. BGU III 986 and P.Merton II 86 attest sales in Epeiph.

7—8 dvukvnpie is also possible as a supplement.

8—9 ’Appolvaonact. Although not otherwise attested by F. Preisigke, Namenbuch, or D. Foraboschi,
Onomasticon Alterum Papyrologicum, the name — a combination of *Appovic and Ildcic — seems to be
secured by the occurrence of its initial letters "App[, at the point in line 10 where the buyer’s name is expected,
and by the fact that there is insufficient space at the end of line 8 to allow a double name of the é kai type.

12 pou. In error from the subjective cheirograph form.

13 tawpifav. tavpi[kov is excluded by the feminine forms wdg and tjg dAAng.

noppolypovv. Exempli gratia; this is the usual colour for cattle: see P.K6In I 55. 5— 6 n. Other colours of
this type which are mentioned are aipdypopog, c1toypoog, Hrdypmpog, and ELPOYP®IOG (on its meaning,
“dirty-coloured”, see P.Abinn. 60. 8 n.), as well as black, white, and moukilog.

20 Jvov. Probably the end of the Pepaiwotg formula; cf. P.Mich. IX 553.2—3: [tfig Befardoswg EEako-
AovBobong pot 4r]o mavtdg Tod Enehevsol pévov.

3. Acknowledgement of Sale and Literary Exercise
P.Mich. inv. 1954

Oxyrhynchus 19.0 x 20.0 cm Later third century

Acquired by purchase in November 1924. On the front of this papyrus is an ac-
knowledgement of the sale by Aurelius Demetrius to the Aurelii Serenus and Seuthes,
also of Oxyrhynchus, of a house in the village of the Syrians in the Western Toparchy,
which belongs to his daughter Aurelia Demetria alias Taamois. The document bears no
date, but the hand is a typical third century hand and is likely to be later rather than
earlier in the century.

For parallels for this type of document see O. Montevecchi, La Papirologia, 210,
now updated in P.Vindob.Tandem 24, pp. 158—159 (add P.Mich. XIII 665 + J. Gascou,
CRIPEL 7 [1985] 129—135, and P.Oxy. XLIX 3498).

On the back, written along the fibres in the upper left hand corner is what appears
to be a literary exercise. Two groups of four and five lines present a series of phrases,
some apparently complete (lines 2—S5), whose subject matter appears to be the coming
of spring. There is evidence of Epic or dialectal forms (ywuepiviv, 1; fofv?, 4; dative
plural in -oio1, 9; giopiviic, 10) and of a loose metrical schema, which is choriambic or
possibly dactylo-epitrite (cf. line 8). If they are to be read consecutively (something which
is possible but not certain), the lines might be construed as a popular lyric of a type
similar to D. L. Page, Gr. Lit. Pap., 97, 98 and 100. Between the two groups is a mark
of numeration (?) in the same hand.

The hand is an irregular medium-sized capital, roughly bilinear and sloping slightly
towards the right. Somewhat comparable is R. Seider, Paldographie der griech. Papyri
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11, 48, except that I would date this example later, say to the end of the third or beginning
of the fourth century. There are no marks of punctuation, but a number of the lines are
finished with oblique or horizontal dashes (lines 2—4; 5 and 8).

Front: —»
1 Adpriwog Anpntprog Ab[pn]iiov "Appevog untpog Awdopn[g éno tiig "Ofv-
PUYYETOV TOM(EDS)]
2 Adpnriolg Zepnve kai Zevbn appotépoig Zapandtog pnltpog N. dnd tiic)
3 avtiig mOAews, yuipetv. Oporoyd menpakévar Hu[iv Sikalior nav[i]
4 aro tod viv eig TOV Gel ypdvov TV Oapyovoav T BU’Y(lTpl [n]ov
5 Anpnmtpig 11 xai Tagpoitt ék untpog Tagpditog &no g a[m]ng nolemg [ot-]
6 o1 pot vroyelpig katd Tovg Popaiov vopovg &v kopy Zopav rng Mi-]
7 Boc Tomapyeiag tod adtod "O&upuyyeitov &v Toig dva péoov pépelon Tiig)
8 KOUNG oikiov kai ANV kal 6 TadTnNg Lpnotpra naveo, N ysi[to-]
9 veg voTov mpdtepov ‘Papaiov, Boppid dnpocia poun ped fiv Adg ispov,
10 dnnAidTov &k pév Tod and Poppd pépovg chvodoc Tod adTol iepod &k S[]
1 100 4o votov Tacebrog kol petdy®v, MBog &pod, tewpiig tiig [a]d[thig]
12 oixiog kai adrfig dpyvpiov Zeaotod [voulio[ualrog dpax[pdv — xi-]
13 Mov domep avtédt ¢ pIny [ropd] Spédv dpoin[c dnéoyov S1a)
14 YELPOG &k TANpovg kal [EnelpmtnBeig 0@’ Oudv &€ dhokA[Npov pe]
15 fpNOuficdor dpoXdynoa, TpOC O Gmd 108 ViV Kpatei[v Bpdc ko]
16 KUPLELELY GVV EKYOVOoLg Kol Toig map’ Opdv petoAnuy[opévole ti¢]
17 avTfig oikiag xal adAfg kal xpdgdat kol droi[k]elv kai Emiterelv w[epl avthic]
18 g &av aipfiode dvepmodiotmg, p[ndelpiog por pnde [GAAe Omep &-]
19 pod undevi éni tav[tInv £pddov x[alre[Aeimopévng, filvinep kai é-
20 navoyyeg napééecbor BePaiov did Tavtog no naviov naoy BePai-
21 Goer koi kabopdv nod e Groypagig dvapdv Kol yempyiag Booihet-
22 kfig kol odolaxfig yfig kal wavtog e16ovg kail dpeliiig mhong kai Kato-
23 xfig mayroiag kail nd moyTog odbTivosodv dAlov kol mavta ToV Ka-
24 0’ dvdnmotolv tpdnov EneAsvoONEVOV | EUTOLNCOUEVOV GTO-
25 oTNoLY mupuy Pl rov; ibtolg povy domuvijpact kobdrep gk bumg
26 napov 8¢ &yd 6 tiig Anunrpiog tiig kui Taapditog dvijp A[DpliAtog
27 Méhag Méravog Povrevtig Tiig adtfig morems eddokd tijde i) mp[d-]
28 ost. kupia 1| Tpdoig tpioot y[pagefica fvrep dmnvika &av aipficde
29 dnpocihoete d16 100 k[atuhoysilov, 0b Tpocdedpevor peTtalpuye-
30 og 1 evdo[knoemg £Tépag pov did 10 EvtedBev eddokely, klai mepl 100 dpOg
31 [kaAd¢ menpayOor Enepatnbdeic bnd oo duoAdynca]

3 v 4 drapyovcav 6 vmoyeipia 7 tomapyicg 11 Tipfic 16 exyovwg overwritten as exyovolg, Gpwv
21 Bacihkiig 25 drootioely

“Aurelius Demetrius son of Aurelius Ammon, his mother being Didyme, from the

city of the Oxyrhynchites, to the Aurelii Serenus and Seuthes, both sons of Sarapas, their
mother being N, from the same city, greetings. I acknowledge that I have sold to you
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with every right from henceforth for all time the house and courtyard and all its appur-
tenances belonging to my daughter Aurelia Demetria alias Taamois, her mother being
Taamois, from the same city, who is under my power in accordance with the laws of the
Romans, in the village of the Syrians in the Western Toparchy of the same Oxyrhynchite
in the middle part of the same village, of which the neighbours are: on the south, the
property formerly of Romaeus; on the north, a public street beside which is the temple
of Zeus; on the east, in the northern part, a meeting house of the same temple, and in
the southern part the property of Taseus and her co-owners; on the west, property of
mine, at a price for the same house and courtyard of # thousand drachmas of Imperial
silver, which likewise I have forthwith received from you as payment from hand to hand
in full, and in response to the formal question by you I have agreed that I have had
counted out the money in full, so that from now on you with all your descendants and
successors may have possession and ownership of the same house and courtyard, and
use, deal with, and act concerning it however you may choose without impediment, no
right of proceeding against it remaining to me or anyone else on my behalf. And I shall
necessarily deliver it over guaranteed in perpetuity against all claims with every guarantee
and free from liability for personal service and cultivation of royal and domain land and
from every impost and every debt and every sort of lien and from everything else what-
soever. And every person, who in any manner whatsoever shall proceed against or make
a claim upon you, I shall at once repel at my own expense as if in consequence of a legal
decision. I, Aurelius Melas son of Melas, councillor of the same city, the husband of
Demetria alias Taamois, being present consent to this sale. The sale is valid, being written
in three copies, and whenever you choose you may publicly register it through the record
office, without requiring any further concurrence or consent from me by virtue of my
consent herein. And in response to the formal question whether this sale has been made
in the right and proper manner, I have agreed.”

1 The spacing seems to be insufficient to allow the title | Aopmpd kol Aupmpotdtn, unless in a very
abbreviated form. As this form of titulature was normally used after 272 (see D. Hagedorn, ZPE 12 [1973]
277—292), this may indicate a somewhat earlier date for the present text.

1—2 As far as I am able to ascertain, none of the parties to the sale is known from elsewhere.

6 omoyeipiq. For the exercise of patria potestas in Roman Egypt, see R. Taubenschlag, ZSS 37 (1916)
177230, N. Lewis, RIDA 17 (1970) 251—258.

9 This is the first evidence of a temple of Zeus in the village of the Syrians; it is not otherwise attested in
the references given by P. Pruneti, I centri abitati, Firenze 1981, 186, or G. Ronchi, Lexicon Theonymon, Milano
1974 ff. s.v. Zebg.

26—27 Aur. Melas son of Melas is not in the list of bouleutae given in A, K. Bowman, Town Councils,
Toronto 1971, Appendix 1. He may be identifiable with the Aur. Melas son of Melas, who was one of the
members of the board of the phylarchy in Oxyrhynchus in A, D. 285: P.Oxy. XLVI 3295. 1—S5.

29 For the supplement cf. P.Oxy. IX 1208. 25.

Back «
1 ]..vpn . ocbovt 1..vpn . .06, Bwvi,
2 Juetayipepivnyv/// Jueta qiuepivnyv
3 Jopnoxiveyne/ Idpng kAbe yiig
4 Jogepnnony/ It6 eépn fetfv.
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5 18
6 JynoAgvkotatng £k Jyfig Aevkotatng
i ] eparootatng 116¢ paro{o}tdtng
8 JovonAtov/ (@aJovg fHAiov
9 lepporoimopoc 0]éppoiot mépog

10 Joosiapivng/ GA]og slapiviig

1 First letter perhaps o; before og the crossbar of n or t, with space for another letter.

2 “After the winter”, sc. dpnv?

3 “Heed the season of the earth”, or perhaps “of Ge”, writing I'fjg here and “HA{ov in line 8.

4 fonv for Genv? “the fact it brings its lighting 7" The form is not otherwise attested, but seems to make
sense in the context of spring’s return.

5 Written in fainter ink, but possibly by the same hand.

6 ff. Supplements exempli gratia: “after the very white and grey land, by the warmth of the sun’s light
there comes the passage of the spring sea”. After winter, when the land is bare or covered with snow, the return
of spring brings the opening of the sailing season. I owe these suggestions to T. Gagos, whom I thank for
discussing these lines with me.

Classics and Ancient History John Whitehorne
University of Queensland

St. Lucia 4067

Australia



Tafel 14

]
1
c
(1111

L

i

|

—®

| |

ANRARTANERAAE
1‘\||7'|
T
L

Whitehorne, Nr. 1




Tafel 15

5:&

i
1

W“l

64—11”1‘

L

[

“l""!llllll
dalf= "
g1

%

(HERERL)

UL
7 | @z |

}\ll|w
% | 4z | 1g

1111
“'3;
2| ¥z &

|']

1
"

9% | of

|
l

I‘l'![l

"'W'I"'l

1
6z 8T LT

Whitehorne, Nr. 2 und Nr. 3 (back)
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