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MICHAEL P. SPEIDEL 

The Rise of the Mercenaries in the Third Century 

Foreigners joining an army for private gain are mercenaries, those doing so for 
political reasons are allies I. By these criteria, Rome, during the Republic, used mostly allies 
rather than mercenaries whenever she needed foreign manpower or special fighting skills2. 

During the first two centuries of the Empire, when her own citizens no longer readily bore 
arms, Rome could rely on the plentiful supply of recruits from the provinces and cIient 
states and thus had little need for mercenaries3. Yet the more these erstwhile recruiting 
grounds became peaceful and their fighting spirit vanished, the more recruitment shrank to 
a narrow frontier zone4, and in time suitable recruits were hard to co me by. 

Moreover, as Trajan's Column shows, most auxilia adopted standard Roman 
equipment and tactics. Many even of the newer ethnic units (nationes or numeri) that had 
been raised to harness native manpower and fighting skills5, were also on the road to 
Romanization6, thereby causing a shortage of special fighting skills in such branches as 
archery, the light horse, and the heavy-mailed horse. Finally, in a crisis, hiring mercenaries 
was the fastest way of getting an army together. 

Thus, from the mid-second century on, the search for fighting men turned more and 

L There are shades of grey between these groups as can be seen in Caesar's description of foreigners in 
Pompey's army (Bell. civ. 3,4,6): Bessos par/im mercennarios, partim imperio aut gralia comparalos. 

2 For the occasional use ofmercenaries during the Republic see J . Marquardt, Römische Staalsverwaltung 11, 
Leipzig 1884, 343; Lammert, Mercennarii, RE XV 1 (1931) 972-974; B. Scardigli, Usurpatori e Barbari, Annali 
Fac. Lett. Siena 6 (1985) 47-94. 

3 For the legions see G. Forni, 11 reelutamento delle legion i da Augusto a Diocleziano; idem, Estrazione etnica e 
sociale dei soldati delle legion i neiprimi Ire secoli dell'impero, ANRW 11 1 Berlin, New York 1974, 339-391. M. P. 
SpeideI, Roman Army Studies I, Amsterdam 1984,45-63 (Mavors. Roman Army Researches I). For the auxilia 
see G. L. Cheesman, The Auxilia of/he Roman Imperial Army, Oxford 1914; D . B. Saddington, The Development of 
the Roman Auxiliary Forcesfrom AugusllIs to Trajan, ANRW 11 3 (1975), 176-201; idem, The Development ofthe 
Roman Auxiliary Forcesfrom Caesar 10 Vespasian (49 B.C. -A.D. 79), Harare 1982; P. A. Holder, Sludies in the 
Auxilia of the Roman Army from Augustus 10 Trajan, Oxford 1980; Mavors 1,91-113; 323-327; 333-335. 

4 J. C. Mann, Legionary Recruitment and Veteran Settlement during the Principate, London 1983; K. Kraft, 
Zur Rekrutierung der Alen und Kohorlen an Rhein und Donau, Bern 1951. 

5 H. T. Rowell, Numerus, RE 17 (1937) 1327-1341 and 2538-2554; H. Callies, Diefremden Truppen im 
römischen Heer des Prinzipals und die sogenannten nationalen Numeri. Beiträge zur Geschichte des römischen 
Heeres, Berichte RGK 45 (1964) 13{}-227. For the standard equipment and tactics ofthe auxilia see also Tac., 
anno 12,16: nostris in armis; idem, hist. 3,47,2; cf. Cheesman (1914) 132. 

6 Some, however, such as the Mauri and Osrhoeni, kept their ethnic character more unmitigatedly and 
thereby became elite vexillationes of the fourth-century army: Mavors 1, 117-148. 
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192 Michael P. SpeideI 

more to foreigners from beyond the borders7. Marcus Aurelius, in his bitter need for 
soldiers during the Marcomanni wars, was the first to enrollarge numbers of them8. As 
gentiles they served at first in irregular, low-ranking ethnic units9. Yet by the time of 
Aurelianus not only regular units (alae and cohorts) were raised from among them, but 
even elite vexillationes lO . The process is part ofthe shift from draftees to volunteers, caused 
by the higher pay and better service conditions ofthe Severan period, that made enrolling in 
the Roman army attractivell . Mercenaries might bargain for even better terms in pay, 
furlough, and where they would have to servel2. 

The rise ofthe foreigners in the Roman army during the second and third century had 
the gravest consequences, for during the fourth and fifth century they, as allies and 
mercenaries, brought the Empire in the West to its downfall. It may be worthwhile, 
therefore, to trace the beginnings of the use of mercenaries in the imperial army, even 
though no inscriptions mention them and the few passages in our literary sources let us 
draw no more than the main outlines of their rise. 

In AD 143 Aelius Aristeides still praised the Roman army by saying: "Y ou did not 
trust mercenaries"13. By 235, however, Parthian mercenaries fought in the German 
campaign of Severus Alexander and Maximinus Thrax, "allured by the pay", and in 244 a 
very large number of Goths and other Germans, surely mercenaries, fought in the Persian 
campaign ofGordian IU I4. Entire units ofmercenaries are first known reliably in 286, the 

7 O. Seeck, Geschichte des Untergangs der antiken Welt I, Berlin 18972, 40If.; M. Bang, Die Germanen im 
römischen Dienste bis zum Regierungsantritt Constantins, Berlin 1906, 60ff.; A. Alföldi, Die Hauptfaktoren der 
Geschichtsentwicklung zwischen 249 und 271 nach Christus, RM 49 (1934) Hf. and 50 (1935) Iff. = Studien zur 
Geschichte der Weltkrise des 3. Jahrhunderts nach Christus, Darmstadt 1967, 375-440, esp. 410f.; H. J. Wolff, Die 
Constitutio Antoniniana und Papyrus Gissensis 40 I, Diss. Köln 1976, 35~62; B. Scardigli, Conveniunt itaque Gothi 
Romanique, Romanobarbarica 7 (1983) 355-439. In 158, a few years before Marcus, a diploma (CIL XVI, 108) 
mentions Mauri gentiles in Dacia, but it is not certain whether those came from inside or outside the Empire. 
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mercennarii cunei barbarorum of Britain 15. By then they were fast becoming the main elite 
units of the field armyl6. 

To this outline a number ofpapyri may add some detail by revealing how, how early, 
and for what purpose mercenaries became part ofthe third-century army. Three cases can 
be made out. They are discussed in the following. 

1. The [- - -] ~Evia ßapßaplKT] and its numerus Orientalium 
in Egypt in AD 203 

Among the twenty-two letters se nt out in AD 203 by a high-ranking officer stationed 
at Babylon in Egypt, letters 18 and 19 explain each other to some extent and thus are here 
reproduced togetherl7: 

18 

19 

<!>AaOUtep G't[ 
A6you~ G.[ 
't[ 

]ou~ Kai ~EVta~ Ilou ßapßaptKfj~ 
]11 KuptE, ÖtE1tEIl'!/(llll1V d~ [ 
]11 . . .. avöprov Kai i1t1tBrov 
]Kat a Xropi~ l10u YB[v11'tat 

CEwu~) tß ewe] j(~ 

]lOt~ [ 

~evi]a~ 1l0U [ßapßaptKfj~ apt­
ellOD avaWAtKrov [ 
Xropi~ 1l0U YEVOIl[ 

Letter 19 mentions an aptellO~ ava'toAtKrov, i. e. a group of soldiers from the Orient. 
Such a numerus Orientalium is also mentioned on an undated army list from Egypt which 
reads as follows l8: 

Col. I 

]vs 

(turma) . ... ?.] 

]9Qces 
liIL.\1s 

1 j Panegyrici 8, 16. 

Col. II 

(5) (turma) e.LJ.. . 

Iuli[us 
Item .o ... i. .. n.LJ.. .. l. 

(turma) Saturnini 
5 Aurelius Isidorianus 

(10) (turma) Maximi 

16 Mommsen (above, note 10) 276ff. G. Gigli, Forme di reclutamento mi/itare durante il basso irnpero, 

Accademia dei Lincei, Rendiconti sc. mor. 8 (1947) 268-289, esp. 285. 
17 P.Flor. II, 278 = S. Daris, Docurnenli per la storia dell'esercilo rornano in Egitto, Milano 1964, no. 64. Our 

text is that of Daris. For the date see Daris, Due note, BASP 5 (1968) 133-134. 
18 P.Mich.454 = R. O. Fink, Roman Military Records on Papyrus, C1eveland 1971,30 = ChLA V, 276. Our 

text is that of ChLA V, 276. 
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Aurelius Serenus 
Hem sagit(tarii) ex n(umero) Emesenor(um) 

Aelius Marinus hordinatus [ 
10 Semproni[u]s Demetrius ses[q(uiplicarius) 
(15) (turma) Rufi 

Suaemus Taeni 
Hem ex n(umero) Orentalium 

(turma) Rufi 
15 Iulius Ualens 

There can be little doubt that the letter as weIl as the list refer to the same numerus19. 

The list shows Iulius Valens enrolled in the squadron of Rufus, which proves that at least 
part of the Orientales were horsemen. What is of the greatest importance, however, and 
wh at has been overlooked so far, is that letters 18 and 19 reveal the aptellO~ avu'tOAtKrov as 
part of a force of foreign mercenaries, a [cr'tpu'tia or 8Uvallt~] ~I>via ßupßaptKT]. The 
Roman High Command traditionally distinguished between legionaries, auxiliaries, and 
barbarians (foreigners), no matter whether the latter were allies or mercenaries20, and it 
seems such a distinction is meant here21 . Since ßUpßUptKT] al ready denotes that the force in 
question is foreign, the word ~I>via as part of a description of military units, very likely 
means here "mercenary". A unit of foreign, oriental mercenaries thus seems to have served 
in the Egyptian army as early as the year 203. 

The list is gene rally understood to record transfers of men from several different units 
into a cohors equitata22 . With transfers, however, it is customary to give the years in which 
the soldiers enrolled, so that the date oftheir discharge could be computed. No such years 
are given here. Perhaps, then, the list does not show transfers, but rather soldiers of ethnic 
units, or mercenaries, attached to the various turmae of the cohort23 . 

Where did the Orientales come from? Unfortunately, the one soldier's name we know, 

19 Thus rightly S. Daris, Note per la storia dell'esercito romano in Egitto, Aegyptus 36 (1956) 235- 246; also J. 
Bingen, Latomus 8 (1949) 72, followed by Fink (above, note 18) and Mariehai, ChLA V, 276. 

20 Arrian, Parthica frg. 52 (Roos): Ei oe KUt lt'tuicrl-Ul n ytyVot'to OIlK SV cr'tpung 'POl~UtOlV KlVouvEucrEw, 
aAl.,' Sv ~U~~UxtKfj 'te KUt 'tUU'tTJ ßUpßapOlV. Parthica 81: Ö oe Tpui:uv6~ ouo cr'tPU'tEU~U'tU KUt 'tau ~eyaAou 
KU1aAoyou KUt ~eVLKa. "Hyginus", De munitione castrorum 2: Legiones, quoniam sunt militiae provinciales 
fidelissimae, ad valium tendere debent, ut opus valli tueantur et exercitus gentibus imperatum suo numero corporali in 
muro teneant. Idem, 19: cohortes peditatae vel equitatae ad viam quintanam spectare debebunt; et super symmachiarii 
et reliquae nationes tendere debebunt; et ita fiet ut omni parte nationes, ut supra scriptum, contineantur. 

21 Perhaps one may read ~eviu<; ~OU ßUpßUPLKTi<; I 't[Ti<; cr'tpu'tiac; 'tQ. K'tT]V)T], KUP1E, IhElte~",allT]V .... 
22 See below, note (37); Iulius Valens, with his Roman name, seems indeed a suitable recruit for a cohort. A 

similar case may be reported in the Brooklyn pridianum of 213-216 (1 . D. Thomas and R. W. Davies, A New 
Military Strength Report on Papyrus, JRS 67 (1977) 50----61) 1,5, listing transfers into a cohort: ex n(umero) 
equitum [sa} I( aratus) I. Daris, (above, note 19) 244, also wonders whether the list is not "una rosa di soldati scelti 
per determinati funzioni in seno ai loro departi." 

23 Compare the distribution of the legionary horsemen among the centuriae oftheir unit. See also P.Dura 97, 
discussed below. IfDaris (above, note 19) is right in suggesting that letter 20 ofP.Flor. 11, 278 refers to the numerus 
Hemesenorum of P.Mich. VII, 454, it would constitute an argument for a customary conjoint use of the two 
numeri. 
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Iulius Valens, gives no eiue. Orientales could come from within the empire24. But since the 
numerus was part of a force of foreign mercenaries, there can be little doubt that they came 
from beyond the Mesopotamian fron tier. 

2. Salarati Peregrini as Mailed Horsemen in Egypt in AD 267 

A puzzlingpapyrus from Oxyrhynchos (P.Oxy. XLI 2951), recording the sale ofa slave 
girl in 267, reads as folIows: 

i [evicerit quominus empt]9rem herederp.[ve emus uti frui] 
[habere possidere usuq]ue capere recte licy1:t[t, tunc quantum] 
[id erit quod evictum fuerit, si]rp.plam pecuniam ta[ntam ... .J 
[ c. 10 si ne denuntiaHione probam recte da[ri c. 7 ] 

5 [ c. 18 J.[q]uo de agitur vendere diL.l L .. .J 
... [ c. 15 quoq]uo modo voluerit stipulatus est 
Al;l[r]y!Hu]~ A[pollo]Qi[us opt]io ymptor s(upra) s(criptus), spopondit Barsimes 
Bass[u]s dec(urio) .... I)e filjo suo Maria Barsime (e) numero s(upra) s(cripto). 

vendi-
tor et secundus auctor Ruphus Abedsai optio et suo periculo 

10 esse dixerunt. edidit i[de]rp. venditor emptori s(upra) s(cripto) pristina 
strumynta in nOlpine . L 1. ta in Pelusio de anno xiii Gallieno 
L.[ c. 15 ]de Gai Iuli Iuliani Nemesioni q(ui) e(t) Sereni 
LL .... L .. 1. .... ranum introitu Gerri Pelusi de tradito 
anno mynse Thotb <;lje iiij, et alia prj~tina strumenta. 

15 actum in hibe[rnis] leg(ionis) ii Tr(aianae) Fort(is) Germ(anicae) Gallienae vii 
Kal(endas) Iun(ias) 

Paterno et Arcesilao coss, anno xiiii Imp(eratoris) Caes(aris) Pupli 
Licin[ni] Ol;l[IJHien]i Oermanici Max(imi) Persici Max(imi) Pii Felic(is) Aug(usti) 
meI)~y J;>1:tl;lnj (m. 2) . diy ... Ml;lx(imi) Persici M(a)x(imi) 

(m. 3) Mapiae; Bapai'Ue; ~~~apihoe; ap1fl,lOU Ka't(l(ppUK"WIV, 01' Ej!OU 'tou 
20 1tCl'tpoe; Ka'ttxovwe; ~u'tov U1tO 'tij XllPt Ka'tu 'tOue; 'Proj!trov vOj!ou[e;], 

Bapaij!le; Buaaoe; <51?~aoaPXou etA,lle; 'tiie; aU'tiie;, 1tt1tpaKa 't<p AUPllA,iep 
'A1toA,A,roviep 01t'tiroVE1 'tiJy OOUA,llV NiKllV E1tlKEKA,llj!tvllV 
j!E'tEflEV, ytV1 'Apußtaaav, CI.1tA,<p XPT}j!an Kat ouaav EK'tOe; dEpi'ie; 
voaou [Ka]i [E1ta]q>fj,?, 'tE1j!iic; apyupiou ollvapirov otaxtA.1rov otaKoairo[v] 

25 1tEV'tT}Kov'ta n'tOA.oj!aEtKroy Kai a1t~q[xo]y 'P][v 'thIP][v 1tap' au'tOu] 
Kai avtoroKu 'tue; aaq>aA.i~,?, 15-ai ~1.tI?PCfJnel?i,? Qll:l9MYllaa [&e;] 
1tpOKt'tUt. 'Pouq>oe; 'AßEoaat ()1t'tirov ap1fl(j!ou) 'trov ~aA,apa'trov 1tEPEYP1][ vrov] 
6YPU'IfU U1tEP uU'tou ypaj!j!a'ta j!Tt et'to'tOe;, 'tiie; X1pOe; ~[u'tou] 
Ka'tExoj!tvlle;, Kat ßEßEro 'tTtV OOUA.llV NiKllV E1tlKatKA.llj!tvllV 

24 Like the AEYEroVE<; 15ul!jlopm ÖptEV'tUA.Wl of P.Beatty Panop. 2,187 and 192, cf. Mavors 1, 306. 3tVOl 

might even come from within Egypt, see J. Lesquier, L'armee romaine d'Egyple, Cairo 1918, 27f.; 31. 
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24 Like the AEYEroVE<; 15ul!jlopm ÖptEV'tUA.Wl of P.Beatty Panop. 2,187 and 192, cf. Mavors 1, 306. 3tVOl 

might even come from within Egypt, see J. Lesquier, L'armee romaine d'Egyple, Cairo 1918, 27f.; 31. 
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30 ~U1tpiKtV, Kui (t)1tEpo:rn9i<; OIlOAOYT]cru ID<; 1tpOKt'rE. 
(m. 4) BuPcrillt<; Bucrcro<; ÖEKUÖUPX0<; 1te1tpUKU Kui u1tecrxov "CT]V "Ct1lT]V Kui IDIlOAOYTJ­

cru ID<; 1tpOKl"CE. 

(m. 5) Al,lreJius HeracHaJ).l,l~ q(ui) e(t) Mac::trius eq(ues) Romanus conductor 
libraril:\<f 

kastr9rum )ttg(ionis) s(upra) s(criptae) accep.[ 

35 .99h i au~ l?::tl).l). . . . O::tlli[ 
l).l,l~[. . lL .. J.. .... [ 

The editors of the papyrus thought the salarati mentioned in lines 19 and 27 might be 
foreigners from the river Salarus in the Carmania region of Iran, yet the Semitic names of 
the men make an origin from middle Iran unlikely. Moreover, as the editors observed, the 
morphology of the Greek word cruAupiho<; does not suggest ethnic origin, and the 
expression "foreign Salarati" in line 27 would make little sense, since no contrasting 
Salarati lived within the Roman empire. Finally, none of the other men in the papyrus is 
identified by his ethnic origin which makes it unlikely that this should be the case with 
Marias Barsimis in li ne 19. Salaratus, then, was Marias Barsimis' rank. 

The term salaratus is not known from anywhere else25, but it seems to have been the 
equivalent ofthe term salariarius in the same way as the term KU"CUCPPUK"CO<; in this papyrus 
is the equivalent ofthe more usual catafractarius, and as ordinatus, in army language, is the 
equivalent of ordinarius26 . 

Salariarii are known in the Roman army as specially paid men, receiving salm'ia 
instead of the regular stipendia. Apparently, they were not fully enrolled, but received 
money for special services like the evocati, who also reckoned their pay as salaria27 . Several 
salariarü legionis are known. Yet these men were individual specialists such as a water­
organ player, an architect, or an interpreter28 . As such they would hardly form a group or a 
unit (an upt91l0<;), or emphasize that they were foreigners, peregrini. 

The term peregrini could me an "men seconded from the legions to the castra peregrina 
in Rome29, but the word's general meaning "non-Roman" gave rise to another use ofit in 

25 But perhaps CIL 1II, 7926 should be expanded salara(lUs), and likewise CIL VI, 37262. 
26 For 3rd- and 4th-century army use ofthese terms see BGU 316, b Kamq>paK'taptOl, and P.Beatty Panop. 

II,28 Ka'taq>paK'taptOl, cf. J. F. Gilliam, Roman Army Papers, Amsterdam 1986, 1-22 (Mavors 2). 
27 CIL VI, 2678 contrasts slipendiamilitar(ia) with evocal(iva) XII; cf. CIL VI, 2495; 2589; 3419; etc. See A. 

v. Domaszewski, Die Rangordnung des römischen Heeres, 2nd. ed . by B. Dobson, Köln 1967,77. The centurion 
Claudius Iustianus, CIL VI, 8275, who mentions his twelve salaria may have been an evocatus before he became 
centurion, and thus may count only his service years as a centurion (cf. slipendia centurionika AE 1937, 101); for 
such careers see E. Birley, Evocali Aug.: A Review, ZPE 43 (1981) 25-29. 

28 CIL III, 10501 : hydraularius salariarius legionis II Ad(iutricis); AE 1936, 12: archite{ cl lus salariarius 
leg(ionis) VII CI( audiae); AE 1947,35: sql( ariarius) leg(ionis) I Adi(ulricis) p(iae) f(idelis) inlerprex Dacorum. 
See T. Nagy, Salariarius Legionis - Salariarius Coloniae, Acta Arch. Hung. 28 (1976) 79-91. See also RIU 11, 
422; 475. 

29 Cf. P. K. Baillie-Reynolds, The Troops Quartered in the Castra Peregrinorum, JRS 13 (1923) 168- 189. 
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the Roman army, namely "men from beyond the borders ofthe empire"30. This, surely, is 
the meaning ofthe word here, also in view ofthe Semitic names ofthe men serving in Egypt. 

As the presence of a father and his son shows, these foreign salarati were hired not 
singly but as a group, i.e. a numerus. The term salarati of our papyrus thus may be 
understood in the light of an incident told by Ammianus Marcellinus: in AD 365, 
Mesopotamian Saracens had offered Julian their services for his Persian campaign, but 
when the emperor haughtily refused to pay them salaria muneraque, they turned to 
harassing his expeditionary army31. It follows from this passage that salaria were paid not 
only to time-expired soldiers serving on as specialists, but also to foreigners when they 
joined the Roman army as mercenaries. The salarati peregrini of our papyrus thus were 
foreign mercenaries. Not all ofthem, though, need have been cataJractarii. Some rnay have 
been bowmen or even regular horsemen32. 

It is, however, very appropriate that such foreigners should have served as 
cataJractarii, for the Parthians and Arabs were the best heavy-mailed horsernen. Frorn 
thern Rome raised such catafractarian regiments as the fourth-century equites Persae 
clibanarii, the four regiments of equites clibanarii Parthi, and the equites clibanarii 
PalmirenP3. Our papyrus, then, is the oldest preserved document recording the hiring of 
mailed cavalrymen from beyond the eastern frontier, although the hiring or recruiting of 
such men may have been older still, as suggested by the very similar names ofmen serving in 
the cataJractarii regiments during the Gerrnan campaign of 23534. 

Perhaps, there is some truth in wh at Severus Alexander is said to have reported (SHA, 
Alex. 56,6): CataJractarios quos illi clibanarios vocant, decem milia in bello interemimus, 
eorum armis nostros armavimus. Multos Persarum cepimus eosdemque vendidimus. Ifindeed 
Roman horsemen were fitted out with clibanarian equipment taken from the Persian fallen, 
some ofthe captured Persians must have been retained as instructors, and these may be the 
Persian prisoners of war known to have served in the Roman arrny at the time35. 

To what unit did the cataJracti of the papyrus belong? Barsimis Bassus, the father of 
Marias Barsimis, is called ÖcKUöUPXOt; ctATJt; Tfjt; Ul>1:fjt;, i. e. decurion, squadron leader of 

30 Panegyrici 8, 12 peregrinorum militum cunei (AD 286), cf. Bang (above, note 7) 62; see also SpeideI (above, 
note 8) - the new reading of the inscription concerned (AE 1969170,612) exc1udes the suggestion by M. Christol, 
in H. G. Pflaum, Les carrieres procuratoriennes equestres, Supplement, Paris 1982,77, that the [gentes} peregrinae 
mentioned were [vexillationes} peregrinae recruited in the non-oriental provinces of the empire. 

31 Ammianus 25,6,10: Hos autem Saracenos ideo patiebamur infestos, quod sa/aria muneraque plurima a 
Iuliano ad similitudinem praeteriti temporis accipere vetiti, queslique apud eum so/um audieranl imperalorem 
bellicosum et vigilantem ferrum habere, non aurum. 

32 The fact that in line 19 Marias Barsimis is said to be a sa/aratus of the numerus of the catafracts, while in 
line 27 Rufus Abedsai is an optio of the numerus of the foreign sa/arati, does not necessarily mean the two numeri 
were the same. The term numerus may mean no more than "group" or "number", see Oxford Latin Dictionary s. 
v. Hence not all peregrini need have been catafractarii, nor all catafraclarii peregrini. 

33 Notitia Dignitatum, Oriens, 5,40; 6, 32; 6, 40; 7, 32; 7, 34. Cf. M. P. SpeideI, Calafractarii Clibanarii and 
the Rise of the Later Roman Mailed Cavalry. A Gravestone from C/audiopolis in Bithynia, EA 5 (1984) 1-7. 

34 H. Nesselhauf, Neue Inschriften aus dem römischen Germanien und den angrenzenden Gebieten, Berichte 
RGK 27 (1937) 51-134, no. 103 (Cannstadt): D(is) M(anibus). Aurelis Saluda et Regretho fratrib(us) 
quond(am) equitib(us) n(umeri?) a/ae Firm(ae) catafr(actariae) , Aurel(ius) Abdelathus frater e(orum) 
f( aciendum) c(uravit). Dessau, ILS 9148: Memoriae Biribam Absei dec(urionis) a/aefirmae catafract( ariae) , bel/o 
desiderat;' oriundo ex provincia Mesopotamiae, domo Rac[-}. 

35 Herodian 7,2, 1: 'tivsC; TIup9uuiwv Al]q>9tvtsc; U{XI,UIA.wtOl 'PWlluiouC; el5ouAsuov, 
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the ala mentioned. If the word ala is used here in a technical sense, as is likely, Barsimis 
Bassus belonged to a cavalry regiment mentioned in the lost beginning of the papyrus, 
probably one ofthe alae stationed in Lower Egypt36, and the salarati cataJracti, including 
his son, may have been attached to that ala. Other eastern ethnic groups and specialists 
attached to regular units are known37, and the example of a certain Barsemis Abbei, decurio 
alaJirma kataJractaria ex numero Hosroruorum shows that men of an ethnic numerus could 
indeed become decurions of a regular ala, just like Barsimis Bassus38. The attachment of 
groups of foreigners to regular units at this time is also known to our literary sources39. 

The rise of the heavy-mailed cavalry of the cataJractarii and clibanarii announces the 
dominant role horsemen were to play in la te antiquity and foretokens the rise of the 
medieval knights40. Recent finds have revealed that often only a few chosen horsemen in a 
given unit were thus armed and trained41 , men who might fight in the first line when their 
regiment rode out to attack. This was so in AD 300, for a papyrus mentions two 
catafractarii in a group of seven horsemen of ala II Herculia Dromedariorum42 . It was still 
so in AD 395 and 401 when a further papyrus has not only equites but also a schola 
cataJractariorum among the soldiers of an unnamed unit (ala 11 Assyriorum?) in the camp at 
Psoftis in Egypt43 . Our papyrus of AD 267 is the oldest document showing such a group of 
mailed horsemen attached to a regular unit. It also shows that mercenaries were hired as 
specialists in unusual fighting skills. 

3. Sal[arati?] at Dura-Europos in 251 

In the light of the Egyptian salarati, a papyrus from the archives of cohors XX 
Palmyrenorum at Dura-Europos, written in 251, may take on new meaning. The document 
reads as follows44: 

) 0 A la nova .firma cata/ractaria is also possible, if it came to Egypt for some purpose; see above, note 34; 
below, note 38; Mavors I, 246f. For the auxiliary regiments stationed in Egypt see S. Daris, Le truppe ausiliarie 
romane in Egillo, ANRW 11, 10, 1 (1987) forthcoming. 

37 E. g. the Orontarses ChLA X, 443, or the Palmyreni sagittarii attached to cohors I Chalcidenorum at 
Ca1ceus Herculis in Numidia, AE 1900, 197 = Dessau, ILS 9137, cf. J. Carcopino, Le limes de Numidie et sa garde 
syrienne, Syria 6 (1925) 118-149, esp. 120. See also above, p . 194f. and below, p. 200f. 

38 CIL III, 10307 = Dessau, ILS 2540 = Illlercisa 1,341, cf. Mavors I, 145f. The numerus may have been 
attached to the ala, just as in the case of the salarati peregrini. Later the promotion cataphractarius-decurio 
becomes regular, see CPR V 13. 

39 Zosimus 1,46,2; SHA, Probus 14,7. 
40 M. 1. Rostovtzeff, The Excavations at Dura-Europos, Fourth Season ofWork, ed. P. V. C. Baur ct al., New 

Haven 1933,215-221; J . W. Eadie, The Development 0/ Roman Mailed Cavalry, JRS 57 (1967) 161- 173; O. 
Gamber, Kataphrakten , Clibanarier, Normannenreiter, Jahrbuch der kunsthistorischen Sammlungen in Wien 64 
(1968) 7-44; Hoffmann (above, note 10) 265-277; Speidei (above, note 33); J. M. Diethart, P. Dintsis, Die 
Leollloklibanarier. Versuch einer archäologisch-papyrologischen Zusammenschau, in: Byzantios. Festschrift./Ur 
H. Hunger, ed. W. Hörandner et al., Wien 1984, 67-84. 

41 Speidei (above, note 33). The same was tme for the contarii with their long lances, see M. P. Speidei, 
Horsemen 0/ the Pannonian Alae, Saalburg-Jahrbuch 1987, forthcoming. 

42 P.Beatty Panop. Il, 28. For AD 309 see now P.Giss. inv. 126 published by J. D. Thomas, The Earliest 

Occurrence eie., YCS 28 (1985) 115-124. 
43 J. Rea, A Cavalryman's Career, AD 384 (?)-401, ZPE 56 (1984) 79-88. 
44 P.Dura 97; J. F . Gilliam, Some Latin Military Papyrijrom Dura, YCS 11 (1950) 171-252, esp. 189-209; 

CPL 325; Fink (above, note 17) 83; R . Marichal, ChLA VII 352. Our text is that of Marichal. 
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below, note 38; Mavors I, 246f. For the auxiliary regiments stationed in Egypt see S. Daris, Le truppe ausiliarie 
romane in Egillo, ANRW 11, 10, 1 (1987) forthcoming. 

37 E. g. the Orontarses ChLA X, 443, or the Palmyreni sagittarii attached to cohors I Chalcidenorum at 
Ca1ceus Herculis in Numidia, AE 1900, 197 = Dessau, ILS 9137, cf. J. Carcopino, Le limes de Numidie et sa garde 
syrienne, Syria 6 (1925) 118-149, esp. 120. See also above, p . 194f. and below, p. 200f. 

38 CIL III, 10307 = Dessau, ILS 2540 = Illlercisa 1,341, cf. Mavors I, 145f. The numerus may have been 
attached to the ala, just as in the case of the salarati peregrini. Later the promotion cataphractarius-decurio 
becomes regular, see CPR V 13. 

39 Zosimus 1,46,2; SHA, Probus 14,7. 
40 M. 1. Rostovtzeff, The Excavations at Dura-Europos, Fourth Season ofWork, ed. P. V. C. Baur ct al., New 

Haven 1933,215-221; J . W. Eadie, The Development 0/ Roman Mailed Cavalry, JRS 57 (1967) 161- 173; O. 
Gamber, Kataphrakten , Clibanarier, Normannenreiter, Jahrbuch der kunsthistorischen Sammlungen in Wien 64 
(1968) 7-44; Hoffmann (above, note 10) 265-277; Speidei (above, note 33); J. M. Diethart, P. Dintsis, Die 
Leollloklibanarier. Versuch einer archäologisch-papyrologischen Zusammenschau, in: Byzantios. Festschrift./Ur 
H. Hunger, ed. W. Hörandner et al., Wien 1984, 67-84. 

41 Speidei (above, note 33). The same was tme for the contarii with their long lances, see M. P. Speidei, 
Horsemen 0/ the Pannonian Alae, Saalburg-Jahrbuch 1987, forthcoming. 

42 P.Beatty Panop. Il, 28. For AD 309 see now P.Giss. inv. 126 published by J. D. Thomas, The Earliest 

Occurrence eie., YCS 28 (1985) 115-124. 
43 J. Rea, A Cavalryman's Career, AD 384 (?)-401, ZPE 56 (1984) 79-88. 
44 P.Dura 97; J. F . Gilliam, Some Latin Military Papyrijrom Dura, YCS 11 (1950) 171-252, esp. 189-209; 

CPL 325; Fink (above, note 17) 83; R . Marichal, ChLA VII 352. Our text is that of Marichal. 
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<;lmisit eq(uum) ex priQ[ie .................. eo]~(ulibus) 
2 Og~]lus Malchi [eq(uum) qU<;ldrimum <;erL ................. Ns albis [n(ota) f(emore)] 

n(otae) . f(emore) a(rmo) . d(extris) prob(atum) . a tune pref(eetis) XIII Kal(endas) 
Nouembr(es) Pres(ente) et Albino eos(ulibus) (denariis) CXXV ] 20-X 246 

3 [M]<;llchus Oora ami~it eq(uum) I[ 
4 [Aur]~Wus) Alex[and... eq(uum) a]equatu[m ...................... Jprob(atum) . ab 

Attilio Cosmino tune eos(ulare) XVII Kal(endas) April(es) III et I eos(ulibus) 
(denariis) CXXV l6-II1 251 

5 [ ............................................... 1.. bimum nigrum n(otae) f(emore) a(rmo) 
d(extris) prob(atum) . a tune pref(eetis) IIII Kal(endas) Ianuarias Tittiano eos(ule) 

(denariis) CXXV 29-XII 245 
6 L .. 1L ... 1L ..... 1L .. J.[a]l11i~[it eq(uumL ................ ] 
7 L1.ei.LJus An[ton]ini amisit [eq(uumL ................ ] 

8 L .. J.[A]b~Qs<;ll[m]e eq(uum) eum .... L .................... J prorostratum pedibus pos-
terioribus albis seine) n(ota) prob(atum) . ab Atilio Cosmino tune eos(ulare) 

9 XVII [~<;ll(endas)] April(es) III et I eos(ulibus) 
(denariis) CXXV 16-III 251 

10 L .... ]rnab[.J~ .... eq(uum) e ........ L ................... J l11urinum n(otae) f(emore) 
d(extro) . et a(rmo). s(inistro) . prob(atum) a tu!).<; l?r~f(eetis) IIII Kal(endas) 
Ianuarias Tittiano eos(ule) (denariis) CXXV 29-XII 245 

11 U.L .. 1.o a.us a. eq(uum) ..... L .. 1. .. L ................. ] prob(atum). a tune 
pref(eetis) di~ e[t eos(ule)] s(upra) s(eriptis)--(denariis) CXXV 29-XJI 245 

12 .L .1.us l)habalathi ~[q(uum] .. L .. 1L ................. ] probatum a tune pref(eetis) IIII 
Idvs Sept~mbr(es) Aemil(1iano) II et Aqu(i)l(ino) <;9~(ulibus) 

(denariis) CXXV 10-IX 249 
13 A[u]r~l(ius) B<;lrs1. .. Js amisit ~q(uum) .[ .................. eo]~-[ (denariis) .. X . ] 
14 .q.[ .... J ..1. .. ~q(uum) q[v]a[drimum .................. pe]dibus posterioribus albis 

s(i~e) n(ota) prob(atum) ab Atilio Gosmino tune <;os(ulare) XI ~<;ll(endas) 
febr(uarias) II[I] et I eos(ulibus) (denariis) CXXV 22-1 251 

15 A[ .... ]<;lbul11arius ...... L ................ l russeobadium n(ota) a(rmo) . d(extro) 
. aestimatum a J;>[o]l11l?9[nio] Letiano u(iro) e(gregio) pro<;(uratore) Aug(usto­

rum) !).(ostrorum) I[d]ib(us) April(ibus) 
16 III et I eos(ulibus) - - - - - -----------

- - -------(denarii) XXXXV e. quaesur (denarii) LV 13-IV 251 
17 A[ur]~l(ius) M<;l!).bogeu~ [~q(uum) qu[a]Qrim[um .......... 1. .. L .... <;l] Pomponio 

Letiano u(iro) e(gregio) proc(uratore) Aug(ustorum) [!).(ostrorum)] ......... [I]dus 
Maias III et I eos(ulibus) ·(denariis) CXXV 8j14-V 251 

18 Itel11 sal[ ............... ] 
19 Barhathes Maesul11 eq(uam) aeqv[atam .. lL .. 1L.l ealidam seine) 

n(ota) . prob(atam) . a tune pref(eetis) XI Kal(endas) Oetobr(es) Aemil(liano) II et 
Aqu(i)l(ino) <;9S(ulibus) 21-IX 249 

20 A[u]r~l(ius) Theodorus 
21 .. L1L J .... [ .. 1Uthi eq(uam) ';lvaQ[rima]m bad[i]oL Jnam pedib[u]s prioribus inalbis 

seine) n(ota) . signa ta a L[ie]inni9 [J;>]aeatiano tune due(e) IIII IQus Aug(ustas) 
Tittiano eos(ule) 1O-VIII245 
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22 IanL .. J..[ ... lL.lU eq(uum) 1?riQ[i]e ~~Hendas) Septembr(es) 1[1]1 et I cos(ulibus) 
31-VIII251 

23 Ba .. L ............ e]g(uam) aequ~tal1l russe9sordjQ~m l).(ota) LJ ~(inistro) signata a Li-
cinnio Pacatiano tune duc(e) III Idu[s Aug(ustas)] Tittiano <tQ~(ule) lI-VIII 245 

24 [B .. .]eb.[ ............ l eq(uum) aeq[u]a[tu]m cerin[eu]m glaL ... n(ota)] f(emore) . 
s(inistro). probatum ab Ulpio Tertio tune duc(e) XV L ..... ]ias III et II C9~(ulibus) 

?-? 248 

The list of men and their horses of cohors XX Palmyrenorum is divided by the heading 
item sal[ - J ofline 18, the meaning ofwhich has been much discussed. Gilliam wrote: "The 
heading, if complete and intelligible, might have explained a great deal. For the 
fragmentary satt the two most obvious suggestions appear to be either a name, possibly an 
unknown but convenient place-name (i.e. "cavalrymen at Sal-"), or salvus in some form. 
One possibility which may be worth considering is item sal[ vi, perhaps balancing occisi in 
expeditione or the like above". But " ... another point remains to be taken into account. This 
is the fact that the figures which always conelude the longer entries above the heading are 
omitted in all four cases below it ... The heading apparently introduces a new category of 
men or horses against whom or for which such charges were either not made or perhaps 
simply not recorded here,,45. 

Mariehai objected that the list cannot be concerned with the men because it gives no 
detail at all about them, and no place-name Sal- is known among the stationes around 
Dura. He thus comes back to another possibility, raised but rejected by Gilliam, namely 
that salariarii are meant, "des soldats servants au-delä de la duree reglementaire ainsi 
appeles par' ce qu'ils recevaient une remuneration (satarium) differente de la solde 
reglementaire"46. Satariarii, however, are not just time-expired soldiers47. 

Salarati or Salariarii as mercenaries make far better sense here. Since they are known 
from Egypt only sixteen years later, it seems possible that a group of them served also at 
Dura-Europos with cohors XX Palmyrenorum. If the papyrus lists the horses of the entire 
cohort, those ofthe salarati may have come at the end ofthe list, as did the dromedarii in 219 
and 22248; alternatively, they may have been distributed among the squadrons of the 
cohort49. 

Ifthe men from line 18 on were mercenaries, one would und erstand why no prices for 
their horses are listed. Perhaps they brought their own horses along and were alone 
responsible for them50. Alternatively, if those sums were to be deducted from the soldiers' 
pay, they may be lacking here merely because the salarati were paid differently. At any rate, 
it would be ofinterest to learn that a mercenary's horse had to be approved by the duke, for 
if so, then Rome still kept a elose rein on such troops. 

45 J. F. Gilliam, P.Dura, p. 297. 
46 Mariehai (above, note 44) p. 64; cf. Gilliam (above, note 44) p. 196. 
47 Above, p. 196. Th. Mommsen, Evocati Augusti, EE 5 (1884) 142-151 (= Ges. Schriften 8 [1913]447-

456) had concluded that salariarii legionis were evocati, but Nagy (above, note 28) refutes this. 
48 P.Dura 100 and 101 (= Fink 1 and 2) XXXIII, 28[f. and XXXII, 26[f. 
49 Cf. P.Mich. 454 = Fink 20. 
50 For the army's role in regular soldiers' horses see R. W. Davies, The Suppty 0/ Animals 10 the Roman Army 

and the Remount System, Latomus 28 (1969) 429-459; A. E. Hanson, Private Letter (P.Cornel/ Inv. I, 34), BASP 
22 (1985) 87-95. 
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Perhaps one may take the comparison with the Egyptian salarati one step further and 
surmise that the Dura sal[ - J, too, were catafracts. At Dura, drawings of Parthian-looking 
catafracts as weil as catafractarian horse-armour have been found. There must have been 
catafracts among the garrison, and they seem to have been foreigners 51 . They need not have 
been many, for, as shown above, small numbers of catafracts could be attached to regular 
units. 

Of the two names known of the sal[ - J at Dura, one, Barhathes Maesum, is Semitic, 
hence Mesopotamian rather than Iranian. The other, Aur(elius) Theodorus, is Greek and 
Latin and shows the man was a Roman citizen. Whether he was a foreigner who had 
adopted a Roman name, or whether he was a Roman enrolled among the saft - J, he would 
make it dear that the Dura mercenaries were on the road to Romanization, - if indeed they 
were mercenaries. 

* * * 

The emperors recklessly turned the tax screw, willing to pay whatever salaria 
muneraque it took to hire the needed first-rate soldiers. Even the former military 
decorations were replaced by cash awards and golden tores, more appealing to the 
mercenary spirit52. Rewards other than gold they were even more willing to grant. The 
papyri showing third-century peregrini soldiers joining the army make it likely that 
Caracalla in his famous edict meant just such foreign soldiers when he awarded Roman 
citizenship to certain people "whenever they join my men,,53. 

Vegetius, around 380, advised that training one's own men was cheaper than hiring 
foreigners 54. Instead, the emperors bought regiments ubi merent omnes ingenui barbari 
armorum viriumquejirmitudine inter alios eminentes (Ammianus 18,9,4). In doing so, they 
divorced the army from the people, surely one of the causes for the fall of the Western 
Empire55. 

University of Hawaii at Manoa 
Department of History 
Sakamaki Hall A 203 
2530 Dole Street 
Honolulu, Hawaii 96822 USA 

51 Rostovlzeff (above, note 40); Spei dei (above, note 33). 
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52 M. P. Speidei, The Master oJ the Dragon Standards and the Golden Tore: an InscriptionJrom Prusias and 
Prudentius' Peristephanon, TAPhA 115 (1985) 283-287, cf. Plin., NH 33, X (37): auxilia quippe et externos 
torquibus aureis donavere, al cives non nisi argenteis. 

53 P.Giess. 40, I. H. Wolff (above, note 7) lacked documented peregrini and, a Jortiori, peregrini soldiers, 
hence he did not decide for soldiers, but outlined the possibility. Soldiers: M. P. SpeideI, GlIards oJ the Roman 
Armies, Bonn 1978, 67. P .Oxy XLI, 2951 thus confirms that Caracalla's edict was not automatically continued by 
later emperors. 

54 De re militari I, 28: Vilius enim constat erudire armis suos quam alienos mercede condllcere. 
55 For the discussion, at the time, about the use and the danger ofhiring foreigners for the army see J. Vogt, 

KultIIrweit lind Barbaren, zlIm Menschheitsbild der spätrömischen GesellschaJt, Mainz 1967. For a modern 
assessment see E. Gabba, Per la storia deI/' esercito Romano in eta imperiale, Bologna 1974, 68ff. 
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