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PIETER J. SIJPESTEIJN

The Title watnp (tf)c) TOAewe and the Papyri

In a recent publication (CPR X p. 152) one can read: motr)p morewg = Aoyiotig =
curator civitatis. Although there can be no doubt that the curator civitatis equals the
Loyiothg! three papyri prove that curator civitatis = hoyiotig does not equal motip tiig
noenc2.

A. H. M. Jones writes: “*-'- - the other important regular magistrate which every city
possessed, the curator (hoyiotig) or, as he was called in the sixth century, father of the city
(matfp), who controlled civic finance”3. B. R. Rees in his well known article The curator
civitatis in Egypt (JJIP 7—8 [1953—1954] 83—105) writes (94): ““His (i. e. of the curaror
civitatis = hoywotg) title outside Egypt had by now become pater civitatis or matip tfic.
TOAeWS - - -.”” Rees does not pronounce himself on the question whether inside Egypt the
title of the curator civitatis = hoyiotig had by the VIth century A. D. also become pater
civitatis [ matp tfic TOAemc. In a recent article Ch. Roueché presents the inscriptional
attestations for the title matfp tfig t6Aenc and deals with the references in the legislation®.
In the conclusion of her article (183ff.) she throws doubt upon Jones’ above cited opinion.

The three papyri I referred to above are P.Mich. inv. no. 37803, P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780,
and SB XII 11079.

In the Michigan papyrus dated to March 25, A. D. 517% we read in lines 4—6:
[516 dpdv TdV peyorompeneotdtov kol edTuylecTdtov Kopétmv Poifdupmnvoc kal
Zapovniiov
5 [kai £ 30  Aayxovrov v Aolyiotiov kol wlatlepia[v] kol mpoedpiav tavtng
[tfig Aapnpdc kal Aapmpotdtng "O&vpuyyitdv] TOAE®G - - -.

' Cf. Cod. Tust. I 54, 3: curator rei publicae, qui graeco vocabulo logista nuncupatur - - -.

2 Not every scholar has accepted this equation. E. g. J. Gascou in a brilliant article entitled Les grands
domaines, la cité et I'état en Egypte byzantine, Travaux et Mémoires 9 (1985) 1—89 speaks on pp. 43ff. of *- - - les
magistratures conjointes de pater et curator civitatis, ainsi que la présidence du sénat local.” and on p. 66 of ““- - -
président du sénat d’Oxyrhynchus, pater et curator de cette cité - - -’ Tt should be remarked that also Gascou
speaks in the first passage of “magistratures” (cf. footnote 6).

3 A. H. M. Jones, The Greek City from Alexander to Justinian, Oxford 1940, 209.

* 4 New Inscription from Aphrodisias and the Title natip tic néAscwe, GRBS 20 (1979) 173—185. Add SEG
XXXIII 961 (Ephesos).

3 Published in ZPE 62 (1986) 133f. The note on the partial supplement edtvyJeotdrov (note on line 4 of
P.Mich. inv. no. 3780 in ZPE 62 [1986] 135) can be disregarded. A supplement [51d Sudv 1dv (e. g.) mepipAéntmv
kal peyaronpenlestdtov Kopétov KTA. is more likely.

6 Cf. P. J. Sijpesteijn, P.Mich. inv. 3780: An Addendum, forthcoming in ZPE.
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Lines 6—9 of P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 dated to July 16, A. D. 553 run as follows:
®A(oovig) Tappiniig tf Ev8ofotdry kai nepe(vestatn)
TATPIKIQ Aoyovomn Thv Aoyioteiov Kol
8 mpoedpiav kal matepiav TadTNg TAHG
hapmpdc "OEupuyyltdv norews - - -.

SB XII 11079 dated to March 17, A. D. 571 has in lines 5—38:

S OAaovip) "Ariovi [1@ ToveupNue Kol DTEPELEGTATE
amo vratov [opdiv(apiov) kal] natpik(io) yeovyobvti Kol
gvtatfa 11 [Nég TovoTtivjov moAgL quéyn my
natepiav kai [tpoedpiav] kol hoyiotgiqy - - -/.

These three papyri attest for the same person(s) both Loyioteia and notepio. It is
irrelevant whether the person(s) mentioned received the Aoyioteio and natepia simulta-
neously or at different times8. The fact that two different words are used proves that the
Aoyioteia does not equal the natepia.

As far as I am aware of, there are three other attestations of persons bearing the title

matnp (Tf]¢) TOAewg or being a natnp T noOAewg in the papyri:

1. CPR X 127 (August 28, A. D. 584), 4—6:
PA(aoviarg) Ocopavig Tf Evéootatn orpatnioticon kal taig vdofotdraig adThg
Buyatpaciy
5 Ioriradiq kol Tepaxdiy tf) kai [TovAyepig ék nazpdc Zrpotnyiov 1od tijg &vdoEov
HYTRNG
[ra]tleplevodofals tlfic "Apoivogitdv noAgaS - - -.

2. SPP III 67 (VIIth century A. D)), 1:
T 1@ Aopunpothre Koopd nathp (= matpl) moie(wg) viog (= vid) tob tfig paxap(iog)
[vipng - - 2.

3. SPP III 176 (VIIth century A. D.), 2:
na]pd 5od TipoBEov tod Laun[plotdtov natpdg TadTNG Tfig "Apoivoitdy ndrenc dnép
_10,

If we have to attach any value to the verb Aayydvem in P.Mich. inv. no. 3780, 5

7 The editors of P.Mich. inv. no. 3780 and P.Oxy. XXX VI 2780 translated the relevant passages as follows: “
- -who obtained the offices of logistai and fathers of the city and prohedroi - - -”; ““~ - - who obtained the offices of
logistes and prohedrus and father of the city - - -.”” No translation of SB XII 11079 is given. The natepia is,
however, no office.

& In P.Mich. inv. no. 3780 the sequence is: Aoyioteia — nmotepio — mpoedpie; in the Oxyrhynchus text:
Aoyioteio — npoedpia — matepio; and in SB XII 11079: natepia — npoedpic — hoyroteia. This may point to
receiving the functions successively and not simultaneously.

® The text is broken at the right side. A considerable part seems to be missing. It is likely that Kosmas was
notp tiig noremg of Heracleopolis, since the text originates from the Heracleopolite nome.

10 The same person occurs also in SPP III 111, 2; P.Ross. Georg. III 46, 2 and 47, 2 (cf. J. M. Diethart,
Prosopographia Arsinoitica I, Wien 1980, no. 5188 [MPER N.S. 12]). Since P.Ross. Georg. II1 47 is signed by the
well known notary Justus (cf. J. M. Diethart, K. A. Worp, Notarsunterschriften im byzantinischen Agypten, Wien
1986, 38ff. [MPER NS. 16]), these texts have to be dated to the first half of the VIIth century A. D. (cf. J. M.
Diethart, P.Rainer Cent., p. 433f.).
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(supplemented), P.Oxy. XXX VI 2780, 7, and SB XII 11079, 7 (dubiously read) the naztepia
was obtained by lot. This means in my opinion that in an assembly (probably the Bovin)
the persons mentioned in these documents were voted into the motepia (and into the
royioteio and mpoedpia as well). The persons in question may have applied to this
assembly and asked to make them natépec tfic morsng!l.

It is noteworthy that in two texts (P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 and CPR X 127) women fulfill
the function of matip tH¢ moAewe. I do not believe that Flavia Gabrielia or Flavia
Theophania and her two daughters became natépeg 1f|g mOAewc, because their husbands
(and father) fulfilled this function during their life-times!2. It is another question whether
these women actually fulfilled the function of mpdedpocl?, Aoyiotig, and matip tiic
norewe. It seems more likely that they received only the (honorific) titles. It is not difficult
to guess why a community bestowed these titles on the ladies in question. Both ladies were
undoubtedly rich!4 and the community might reasonably hope that the ladies tickled by so
much honour would be willing to contribute (even more) money to defray the many
expenses it had!?.

To date the title Tatnp tii¢ TO ewg is in Egypt attested for the metropoleis Arsinog,
Heracleopolis, and Oxyrhynchus.

To conclude three remarks:

— 1. CPR X 127 does not prove ,,dal} die Logistie von mehreren Personen zu gleicher Zeit
bekleidet werden konnte. 19

— 2. It must have been an exception that a woman became matip 1fi¢ Té6Acwg. If it had
occured more often one would expect that the title pqtnp g 16Aewg would have been
coined'”.

" The xopeteg Phoibammon and Samuelios (+ the unknown person(s)), Flavia Gabrielia, and Flavius
Apion could have made an appeal to a law of the emperor Leo I of A. D. 465: Cod. Tust. X 44, 3: si quis vero ex his
omnia decurionum munera vel functiones vel honores nulla imminente necessitate, sed sua sponte peregerit, eum pro
sua liberalitate patrem civitatis, in qua voluntarius municeps apparebit, si hoc ei libuerit, fieri constituique hac lege
decernimus.

12 The editor of CPR X 127 rightly assumed that Flavia Theophania was styled otpatnAatiooa, because her
deceased husband Strategius had been a otpatniétng during his life-time. He compares the Flavia Praejecta
vndticoa who appears in P.Oxy. XIX 2243a, 86 and who is a femina consularis.

3 Cf. A. K. Bowman, The Town Councils of Roman Egypt, Toronto 1971, passim (ASP 11).

14 p.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 is a receipt for the salary of a 58ponépoyoc. Flavia Gabrielia is in touch with the well
known oikog of Timagenes (cf. ZPE 62 [1986] 134, note to line 3). CPR X 127 is a deed of surety for eleven persons.

15 1 doubt whether the yopvaciapyic of P.Amh. I1 64, 6 (cf. B. A. van Groningen, Le gymnasiarque des
métropoles de I'Egypte romaine, Groningen 1924, 28f.); the doyoln8eica Todg katahoxiopove Sarapias (cf. P. J.
Sijpesteijn, ZPE 61 [1985] 711f.); the drovtnthg (?) Usia Ptolemais (cf. P. J. Sijpesteijn, ZPE 64 [1986] 121f.); the
Bovievtic Theodote (cf. P. J. Sijpesteijn, 4 Female fovAevtrc, forthcoming in Anagennesis); the mayépyng
Patricia (P.Lond. V 1660, 7) actually fulfilled their functions. I think it more likely that these women received only
the titles and only provided money to fulfill the functions of which they bore the titles. After all, Sarapias acts
through her agent Ammonius; Usia Ptolemais signs a receipt for avvdva otpatiwtdv through her éritponog
Thonis; Patricia operates through 6 hapnpotatog kbprog Mnvig. In SPP XX 212,1 a female ypappatneodpog
occurs but it is doubtful whether this is (still) a liturgy.

16 P Mich. inv. no. 3780 does not prove this either. Even if Aoyiotfic was not only a honorific title
Phoibammon and Samuelios can have fulfilled the Aoyioteia at different times.

17 Ch. Roueché, loc. cit. (footnote 4) does not list any example of a female matip tiic moiems. One may
compare the title pfTnp tdv dvikitov otpatonédmy given to, e. g., Julia Domna (e. g., SB 14275; V 8831) and
Julia Mammaea (e. g., SB V 8312). The honorific titles “mother/daughter of the city” were given to female
benefactors of cities in the classical period (cf. L. Robert, Hellenica IV 130 and n. 6; Rev.Phil. 32 [1958] 50).
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— 3. The above remarks prove once more that the different disciplines in the field of
Classical Antiquity must closely cooperate. Had Ch. Roueché used P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780
(published in 1970) and SB XII 11079 (originally published by R. Rémondon, CdE 48
[1973] 141—144) the conclusion of her excellent article would probably have contained a
more firm rejection of Jones’ equation Aoylotig = pater civitatis.

Addendum: Thanks to the kindness of Jean Gascou I was able to receive information of the
page-proof of Appendix 1. Nouvelles données sur Uinstitution du matip ti¢ nélews by D.
Feissel. This appendix will be added to a forthcoming book by G. Dagron and D. Feissel on
unpublished Cilician inscriptions. Independently Feissel arrives at the same conclusions as
I do in the above article. Several new matépeg Tiig OAEWS appear in this new publication.
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