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PIETER J. SIJPESTEIJN 

The Title nutllP (tf1~) n6AEm~ and the Papyri 

In arecent publication (CPR X p. 152) one can read: nu'tT]p nOAEffit; = AoYtO"'t11t; = 

curator civitatis. Although there can be no doubt that the curator civitatis equals the 
AOYtO"'l]t;1 three papyri prove that cu ra tor civitatis = AOYtO"'l]t; does not equalnu'tT]p 'tfjt; 
nOAEffit;2. 

A. H. M. Jones writes: "-- - the other important regular magistrate which every city 
possessed, the curator (AOYtO"'l]t;) or, as he was called in the sixth century, father ofthe city 
(nu'tl]p), who controlled civic finance,,3. B. R. Rees in his weIl known article The curator 
civitatis in Egypt (JJP 7-8 [1953-1954] 83-105) writes (94): "His (i. e. of the curator 
civitatis = AOYtO"'l]t;) title outside Egypt had by now become pater civitatis or nU'T]p ,fjt; . 
nOAEffit; - - -." Rees does not pronounce himself on the question whether inside Egypt the 
title of the curator civitatis = AOYtcr'l]t; had by the Vlth century A. D. also become pater 
civitatis / nU'T] p ,fjt; nOAEffit;. In arecent article Ch. Roueche presents the inscriptional 
attestations for the title nU'T]p 'tfjt; nOAEffit; and deals with the references in the legislation4. 
In the conclusion ofher article (l83ff.) she throws doubt upon Jones' above cited opinion. 

The three papyri I referred to above are P.Mich. inv. no. 37805, P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780, 
and SB XII 11079. 

In the Michigan papyrus dated to March 25, A. D. 5176 we read in lines 4-6: 
[SUl U)lOOV ,oov )lquAonpEnEO"'tu'tffiV Kui EU'tUX]EO",U'tffiV KO)lE'ffiV <l>OtßU)l)lffiVOt; Kui 
~U)lOUllAiou 

5 [Kui ± 30 AUXOV'ffiV 'tT]V AoJrtO"'tiuv Kui n[u't]Epiu[v] Kui npoESptUV ,UU'l1t; 
[,fjt; AU)lnpUt; Kui AU)lnpmU'l1t; 'Ol;upuYXt'"Coov]noAEffit; - - -. 

I Cf. Cod. lust. I 54, 3: eurator rei publieae, qui graeeo voeabulo logista nuneupatur - - -. 
2 Not every scholar has accepted this equation. E. g. J. Gascou in a brilliant article entitled Les grands 

domaines, la eite et I'etal en Egypte byzantine, Travaux et Memoires 9 (1985) 1-89 speaks on pp. 43ff. of"- - -Ies 
magistratures conjointes de pater et eurator civitatis, ainsi que la presidence du senat local." and on p. 66 of" - - -
president du senat d'Oxyrhynchus, pater et eurator de cette cite - - -." It should be remarked that also Gascou 
speaks in the first passage of "magistratures" (cf. footnote 6). 

3 A. H. M. Jones, The Greek City from Alexander to lustinian, Oxford 1940, 209. 
4 A New Inscriptionfrom Aphrodisias and the Title lr;ar~p rfir; nokwr;, GRBS 20 (1979) 173-185. Add SEG 

XXXIII 961 (Ephesos). 
5 Published in ZPE 62 (1986) 133f. The note on the partial supplement EUWX]EO"t6:trov (note on line 4 of 

P.Mich. inv. no. 3780 in ZPE 62 [1986]135) can be disregarded. A supplement [lila ö~iiiv ~iiiv (e. g.) 1tEptß"'E1t~roV 
Kai ~EYa",o1tpE1t]E(ml~rov KO~E~roV K~"'. is more likely. 

6 Cf. P. J. Sijpesteijn, P.Mieh. inv. 3780: An Addendum, forthcoming in ZPE. 
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172 Pieter J. Sijpesteijn 

Lines 6-9 of P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 dated to July 16, A. D. 553 run as folIows: 
tDA(aouiQ.) raßptT]AtQ. 'tij gv80~0'ta:rlJ Kai um;PCP(UeO"'tU'tlJ) 
1ta'tptKiQ. AaxoUO"lJ 'tTjv AoytO"'teiav Kai 

8 1tpOe8piav Kai 1ta'tepiav 'tau'tT]~ 'tii~ 
Aall1tpa~ 'O~upuYXt'tmv 1t6Aero~ - - -. 

SB XII 11079 dated to March 17, A. D. 571 has in lines 5-8: 
5 tDA(aouiep) 'A1tirovl ['t0 1taveucp]iwep Kai tmepcpUeO"'tU'tep 

&1t0 lmu'trov [öp81v(apirov) Kai] 1ta'tptK(iep) yeouxouvn ~~i 
gv'tau9u .ij [NeQ. 10uO"'tiv]ou 1t6A~11).~XQY1111]y 
1tu'tspiav ~~i [1tpos8piav] Kai AO'YtO"'t~i~Y - - _7. 

These three papyri attest for the same person(s) both AOytO"'teiu and 1tu'tspiu. It is 
irrelevant whether the person(s) mentioned received the AOytO"'teiu and 1ta'tepiu simulta­
neously or at different times8. The fact that two different words are used proves that the 
AOY10"'teia does not equal the 1tu'tepia. 

As far as I am aware of, there are three other attestations of persons bearing the title 
1tu'tTjp ('tii~) 1t6ASro~ or being a 1tu'tTjp 'tii~ 1t6Aero~ in the papyri: 

1. CPR X 127 (August 28, A. D. 584), 4-6: 
q>~(aouiat~) 0eocpaviQ. 'tij gv80~0'ta'tlJ O"'tpu'tT]Aa'ticrO"lJ Kai 'tUi~ Ev80~01;a'tal~ au'tii~ 

9uya'tpucrtv 

5 IJ~AAU8iQ. Kai 1I?paK~A1J 'tij Kui IIouAXepiQ. EK 1tu1P.O~ L1P.a11l'Y191! 19U 'tii~ gv86~ou 
~yi]l:lll~ 

[1tah[ep]l?l!ouQ"[ah[~ 't]ii~ 'ApcrtY9~1'tmv 1t6AI?C9~ - - -. 

2. SPP 111 67 (VIIth century A. D.), I: 
t 't0 AUIl1tPO'tU'tep KOO"Il~ 1tu'tTjp (= 1tu'tpi) 1t6Ae(ro~) u{o~ (= ui0) wu 'tii~ lluKup(ia~) 

[llvi]IlT]~ - - _9. 

3. SPP 111 176 (VIIth century A. D .), 2: 
1tu]pa O"ou Ttll0geou 'tau Aall1t[P]O'tuwu 1tu'tpo~ 'tuu't11<; 'tii~ 'Apcrtvot'tmv 1t6Aero~ u1tep 

10 

If we have to attach any value to the verb AUYXUVro in P.Mich. inv. no. 3780, 5 

7 The editors ofP.Mich. inv. no. 3780 and P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 translated the relevant passages as folIows: " 
- - who obtained the offices oflogistai and fathers ofthe city and prohedroi - - -"; "- - - who obtained the offices of 
logistes and prohedrus and father of the city - - -." No translation of SB XII 11079 is given. The 1t(l'tEpia is, 
however, no office. 

8 In P .Mich. inv. no. 3780 the sequence is: AOYlO"1:ciu - 1tu1:Epia - 1tpo!:l>piu; in the Oxyrhynchus text: 
AOYlIncia -1tPOEOptU -1tu1:Epia; and in SB XII 11079: 1tUTEpiu - 1tpoEopiu - AOYla1:Eiu. This may point to 
receiving the functions successively and not simultaneously. 

9 The text is broken at the right side. A considerable part seems to be missing. It is likely that Kosmas was 
1tUTi)p Tii~ 1t6AEOl~ of Heracleopolis, since the text originates from the Herac\eopolite norne. 

JO The same person occurs also in SPP 111 111, 2; P.Ross. Georg. III 46, 2 and 47, 2 (cf. J. M. Diethart , 
Prosopographia Arsinoitica I, Wien 1980, no. 5188 [MPER N.S. 12]). Since P.Ross. Georg. III 47 is signed by the 
weH known notary Justus (cf. J. M. Diethart, K. A. Worp, Notarsunterschriften im byzantinischen Ägypten, Wien 
1986, 38ff. [MPER NS. 16]), these texts have to be dated to the first half of the VIIth century A. D. (cf. J. M. 
Diethart, P.Rainer Cent., p. 433f.). 
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(supplemented), P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780, 7, and SB XII 11079,7 (dubiously read) the nun:piu 
was obtained by lot. This means in my opinion that in an assembly (probably the ßouA:i]) 
the persons mentioned in these documents were voted into the nU'tcpiu (and into the 
AoytO"'tdu and npoc8piu as weIl). The persons in question may have applied to this 
assembly and asked to make them nu'tEpc~ 'tfj<; nOAEOl~l1. 

It is noteworthy that in two texts (P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 and CPR X 127) women fulfill 
the function of nu'tllp 'tfj<; nOAcOl<;. I do not believe that Flavia Gabrielia or Flavia 
Theophania and her two daughters became nU'tEpE~ 'tfj~ nOAcOl~, because their husbands 
(and father) fulfilled this function during their life-times I2. It is another question whether 
these women actually fulfilled the function of npoE8po~13, AOytO"'tTt~, and nu'tllp 'tfj~ 
nOAEOl~. It seems more likely that they received only the (honorific) titles. It is not difficult 
to guess why a community bestowed these titles on the ladies in question. Both ladies were 
undoubtedly rich14 and the community might reasonably hope that the ladies tickled by so 
much honour would be willing to contribute (even more) money to defray the many 
expenses it had l5 . 

To date the title nu'tllp 'tfj~ nOAcOl<; is in Egypt attested for the metropoleis Arsinoe, 
Heracleopolis, and Oxyrhynchus. 

To conclude three remarks: 
- 1. CPR X 127 does not prove "daß die Logistie von mehreren Personen zu gleicher Zeit 
bekleidet werden konnte."16 
- 2. It must have been an exception that a wo man became nu'tllp 'tfj~ nOAEOl<;. If it had 
occured more often one would expect that the title I!Tt'tllP 'tfj~ nOAEOl~ would have been 
coined 17 . 

11 The KOj.lS'tc<; Phoibammon and Samuelios (+ the unknown person(s)), Flavia Gabrielia, and Flavius 
Apion could have made an appeal to a law ofthe emperor Leo I of A. D. 465: Cod. lust. X 44,3: si quis vero ex his 
omnia decurionum munera velfunctiones vel honores nulla imminente necessitate, sed sua sponte peregeril, eum pro 
sua liberalitate patrem civitatis, in qua voluntarius municeps apparebil, si hoc ei libuerit,jieri consliluique hac lege 
decernimus. 

12 The editor ofCPR X 127 rightly assumed that Flavia Theophania was styled crtPUtllA.U'tlcrcru, because her 
deceased husband Strategius had been a crtPUtllA,Utll<; during his life-time. He compares the Flavia Praejecta 
lJ1tuncrcru who appears in P.Oxy. XIX 2243a, 86 and who is afemina consularis. 

13 Cf. A. K. Bowman, The Town Councils of Roman Egypl, Toronto 1971, passim (ASP 11). 
14 P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 is a receipt for the salary ofa UOP01tUpoxo<;. Flavia Gabrielia is in touch with the weil 

known olKo<; ofTimagenes (cf. ZPE 62 [1986]134, note to line 3). CPR X 127 is a deed of surety for eleven persons. 
15 I doubt whether the YUj.lVUO'1UPXi<; of P.Amh. II 64, 6 (cf. B. A. van Groningen, Le gymnasiarque des 

melropoles de rEgypte romaine, Groningen 1924, 28f.); the ucrxoA,1l8cicru 'tOu<; KUtUA,0Xtcrj.lou<; Sarapias (cf. P. J. 
Sijpesteijn, ZPE 61 [1985] 71ff.); the U1tUttlltT]<; (?) Usia Ptolemais (cf. P. J. Sijpesteijn, ZPE 64 [1986]121f.); the 
ßOUA,wti<; Theodote (cf. P. J. Sijpesteijn, A Female ßOVAeV7:~<;, forthcoming in Anagennesis); the 1tuyuPXll<; 
Patricia (P.Lond. V 1660,7) actually fulfilled their functions. I think it more likely that these women received only 
the titles and only provided money to fulfill the functions of which they bore the titles. After all, Sarapias acts 
through her agent Ammonius; Usia Ptolemais signs a receipt for uvvrovu crtPU'ttOltroV through her t1tltP01to<; 
Thonis; Patricia operates through 6 A,Uj.l1tpOtu'tO<; KUPto<; Mllvii<;. In SPP XX 212,1 a female YPUj.lj.lUtllqJopo<; 
occurs but it is doubtful whether this is (still) a liturgy. 

16 P.Mich. inv. no. 3780 does not prove this either. Even if A,oytcrtT]<; was not only a honorific title 
Phoibammon and Samuelios can have fulfilled the A,oytcrtEiu at different times. 

17 Ch. Roueche, loc. cit. (footnote 4) does not list any example of a female 1tUtTtP tij<; 1tOA,Ero<;. One may 
compare the title j.lT)tllP trov uVtKT)troV crtPUt01tSOOlV given to, e. g., Julia Domna (e. g., SB I 4275; V 8831) and 
Julia Mammaea (e. g., SB V 8312). The honorific titles "mother/daughter of the city" were given to female 
benefactors of cities in the c1assical period (cf. L. Robert, Hellenica IV 130 and n. 6; Rev.Phil. 32 [1958] 50). 
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- 3. The above remarks prove onee more that the different diseiplines in the field of 
Classieal Antiquity must closely eooperate. Rad Ch. Roueehe used P.Oxy. XXXVI 2780 
(published in 1970) and SB XII 11079 (originally published by R. Remondon, CdE 48 
[1973] 141-144) the eonclusion of her exeellent artic1e would probably have eontained a 
more firm rejeetion of Jones' equation AOYIO''tftC; = pater civitatis. 

Addendum: Thanks to the kindness of Jean Gaseou I was able to reeeive information ofthe 
page-proof of Appendix 1. Nouvelles donnees sur !'institution du 1r.a7:~P rfjc;; n6ilewc;; by D. 
Feissel. This appendix will be added to a fortheoming book by G. Dagron and D. Feissel on 
unpublished Cilician inscriptions. Independently Feissel arrives at the same conclusions as 
I do in the above article. Several new nU'tEpEC; 'tijc; 1tOAECOC; appear in this new publieation. 
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